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PREFACE.* 



§ 1. X HOSE who undertake to write histories do 
not, I perceive, take that trouble on one and the 
same account, but for many reaspns, and those 
audi as are very different one from another. For 
aome of them apply themselves to this part of 
learning, to show their great skill in composition, 
and that they may therein acquire a reputation for 
speaking finely. Others of them there are who 
write histories in order to gratify those that hap-' 
pen to be concerned in them; and on that ac- 
count have spared no pains, but rather gone be- 
yond their own abilities in the performance. B^t 
others there are who, of necessity and by foroe^ 
are driven to write history, because they were con- 
cerned in the facts, and so cannot excuse them- 
selves fit>m committing them to writing, for the 
advantage of posterity. Nay, there are not a 
few who are induced to draw their historicfid 
facts out of darkness into light, and to produce 
them for the benefit of the public, on account of 
the great importance of the facts themselves with 
whicn they have been concerned. Now of these 
several reasons for writing history, I must profess 
the two last were my own reasons also : for since 
I was mvself interested in that war which we Jews 
had with the Romans, and knew myself its parti-* 
cular actions, and what conclusion it had, 1 was 
forced to give the history of it, because I saw that 

* This Preface of Josephas is excellent in its kind, -emd high* 
ly worthy the repeated perusal of the Reader, before he has set 
about the perusal of the work itself. 
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ii PREFACE. 

others perverted the truth of those actions in their 

writings. 

2. Now I have undertaken the present work, as 
thinking it will appear to all the Greeks* worthy 
of their study ; for it will contain all our antiquities, 
and the constitution of our government, as inter- 

?reted out of the Hehrew Scriptures. And, indeed, 
did formerly intend, when I wrote of the war,f 
to explain who the Jews originally were, what for- 
tunes they had heen subject to, and by what le- 
gislator they had been instructed in piety, and the 
exercise of other virtues; what wars, also, they had 
made in remote ages, till they were unwillingly 
engaged in this last with the Romans ; but because 
this work would take up a great compass, I separat- 
ed it into a set treatise by itself, with a beginning 
of its own, and its own conclusion ; but in process 
of time, as usually happens to such as unaertake 
great things, I grew weary, and went on slowly, 
it being a large subject, and a difficult thing to 
translate our history into a foreign and to us un- 
accustomed language. However, some persons 
there were who desired to know our history, and 
so exhorted me to go on with it; and, above all the 
rest, Epaphroditus, :|: a man who is a lover of all 
kind of learning, but is principally delighted with 
the knowledge of history ; and this on account of 
his having been himself concerned in great affairs 
and many turns of fortune, and having shown a 

* That 18, all the G^tiles, both Greeks and Romans. 

t We may seasonably note here, that Josephus wrote his 
aeven books of the Jewish War long before he wrote these his 
Antiquities. Those books of the War were published about 
A. D. 76, and these Antiquities^ A. D. 93, about eighteen years 
later. 

I This Epaphroditus was certainly alive in the third year of 
Trajan, A. D. 100. See the note on Antiq. B. i, against Apion, 
sect. 1, Tol. iv. Who he was we do not know; for as to 
Epaphroditus, the freedman of Nero, and afterwards Domi- 
tian's secretary, who was put to death by Domitian in the 14th 
or 15th year of his reign, he could not be alive in the third of 
Trajan. 
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wonderful vigour of an excellent nature, and an 
immovable virtuous resolution in them all. I 
yielded to this man's persuasions, who always ex- 
cites such as have abihties in what is useful and ac- 
ceptable to join their endeavours with his. I was 
also ashamed myself to permit any laziness of dis- 
position to have a greater in^uence upon me than 
the delight of taking pains in such studies as were 
very useful : I thereupon stirred up myself,- and 
went on with my work more cheerfully. Besides 
the forgoing motives, I had others which I great- 
ly reflected on; and these were, that our forefathers 
woe willing to communicate such things to others; 
and that some of the Greeks took considerable pains 
to know the afiairs of our nation. 

S. I found, therefore, that the second of the 
Ptolemies was a king, who was extraordinary ^i- 
gent in what concerned learning, and the collection 
of books ; that he was also peculiarly ambitious to 
procure a translation of our law, and of the consti- 
tution of our government therein contained, into 
the Greek tongue. Now Eleazar the high priest, 
one not infericnr to any other of that dimity among 
us, did not envy the forenamed king the participa- 
tion of that advantage, which otherwise ne would 
for certain have denied him ; but that he knew the 
custom of our nation was, to hinder nothing of 
what we esteemed ourselves from bein^ communi- 
cated to others. Accordingly, I thought it became 
me, both to imitate the generosity of our high 
priest, and to suppose there might even now be 
many lovers of learning like the king ; for he did 
not obtain all our writings at that time ; but those 
who were sent to Alexandria as interpreters, gave 
him only the books of the law, while there was a 
vast number of other matters in our sacred books. 
They indeed contain in them the history of five 
thousand years; in which time happened many 
strange accidents, many chances of war, and CTeat 
actions of the commanders, and mutations of the 
form of our government. Upon the whole, a man 

B S 



iv PEErAGE. 

that will peruse this history may principally learn 
from it, that all events succeed weD, even to an in- 
credible degree, and the reward of felicity is pro- 
posed by Grod ; but then it is to those tfaitt foUow 
his will, and do not venture to break his excellent 
laws ; and that so far as men any way apostatize 
from the accurate observation of them,* what was 
practicable before becomes impracticable; and what- 
soever they set about as a good thing is converted 
into an incurable calamity. And now I exhort all 
those that peruse these books, to apply their minds 
to God ; and to examine the mind of our legislator, 
whether he hath not understood his nature in a 
manner worthy of him ; and hath not ever ascrib- 
ed to him such operations as become his power, 
and hath not preserved his writings from those in- 
decent fables which others have framed ; although, 
by the great distance of time when he lived, tie 
might have securely forged such lies ; for he lived 
two thousand years affo : at which vast distance of 
ages the poets themsdves have not been so hardy 
as to fix even the generations of their gods, much 
less the actions oi their men, or their own laws. 
As I proceed, therefore, I shall accurately describe 
what is contained in our records, in the' prder of 
time that belongs to them ; for I have already pro- 
mised so to do throughout this undertaking ; and 
this, without adding any thing to what is therein 
contained, or taking away any thing therefrom. 

4. But because almost all our constitution de- 
pends on the wisdom of Moses our legislator, I 
cannot avoid saying somewhat concerning him be- 
forehand, though I shall do it briefly ; I mean, be- 
cause otherwise, those that read my books may 
wonder how it comes to pass that my discourse, 
which promises an account of laws and historical 
facts, contains so mudi of philosophy. The read- 
er is, therefore, to know, that Moses deemed it ex- 

* Josephus here plainly alludes to the famous Greek pro- 
▼erb> If God be with us, every thing that is impassible becomes 
passibi^. 
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ee^ding necessary that he who would conduct his 
own life well, and give laws to others^ in the ftt^t 
place should consider the divine nature; and, upon 
the contempktion of Ood's operations, should 
thereby imitate the best of all patterns, so far as it 
is possible for human nature to do, and to endea-^ 
▼our td follow after it ; neither could the legislator 
himself have a right mind without such a contem<^ 
plation; nor would any thing \ie should write tend 
to the promotion of virtue in his i^eaders : I mean, 
unless they be taught first of all that Grod is the 
Father ana Lord of all things, and sees all things ; 
and that thence he bestows a happy life upon those 
that follow him, but plunges such as do not walk 
in the paths of virtue into inevitable miseries. 
Now when Moses was desirous to teach this lesson 
to his countrymen, he did not begin the establish- 
ment g£ his taws after the same manner that other 
legislators did : I mean, upon contracts and other 
ri^ts between one man and another ; but by rais*. 
ing their minds upwards to regard God, and his crea- 
tion of the world; and by persuading Uiem, that we 
men are the most excellent of the creatures of Qod 
upon earth. Now when once he had brought them 
to submit to religion, he easily persuaded them to 
submit in all other things ; for as to other legisla- 
tors, they followed fables, and by their discourses 
transferred the most reproachful of human vices un- 
to the gods, and so affi)rded wicked men the most 
J>lausibTe excuses for their crimes ; but as for our 
egislator, when he had once demonstrated that 
Gkni was possessed of perfect virtue, he supposed 
that men also ought td strive after the participa- 
tion of it ; and on those who did not so think, and 
so believe, he inflicted the severest punishments. 
I exhort, therefore, my readers to examine this 
whole undertaking in that view ; for thereby it 
will appear to them, that there is nothing therein 
disagreeable either to the majesty of Gk)d, or to his 
love to mankind ; for all things have here a refer- 
ence to the nature of the universe ; whilje our legis- 
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latx>r speaks some things wisely but enigmatically, 
and others under a decent allegory, but still ex- 
plains such things as reauired a direct explication 
plainly and expressly. However, those tnat have 
a. mind to know the reasons of every thing, may 
find here a very curious philosophical theorv, which 
I now indeed shall wave the explication of; but if 
God afford me time for it,* I will set about writ- 
ing it after I have finished the present work. I 
shall now betake myself to the historv before me, 
after I have- first mentioned what Moses says of 
the creation of the world, « which I find described 

in the sacred books after the manner following. 

• 

^* Am to this intended work of Josephus .concerning the rea« 
sons of many of the Jewish laws, and what philosophical or 
allegorical sense they wonld bear, the loss of which work is by 
son^e ,of the learned not mudi regretted, I am inclinable, in 
part, to Fabriciiis's opinion, ap. Havercamp, p. 68, 64, That 
^ we need not doubt but among some vain and frigid conjee- 
tores derived from Jewish imaginations, Josephus would have 
taught us a greater number of excellent and useful things which 
perhaps nobody, neither among the Jews nor among the Chris- 
tians, can now inform us of; so th^t I would give a great deal 
lo find it still extant" 
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BOOK I, 

I l-i — ^ 

Containing the Interval of Three Thousand Eight Huum 

dred and TMrty4hree Years. 

PBOM THB CRBATION TO THE DEATH OF ISAAC* 

CHAP. I. 

The Constitution of the World, and the Disposition of the 

Elements. 

§ 1. In the bej^nning God created the heaven and the earth. 
But when the earth did not come into sight, but was covert 
with thick darkness, and a wind moved upon its surface, Grod 
commanded that there should be light And when that was 
made^ he considered the whole mass, and separated the light 
and the darkness ; and the name he gave to one was Nighty 
and the other he called Day ; and he named the beginning of 
light, and the time of rest, the Evening and the Morning. 
And this was indeed ihefifst day. But Moses said it was one 
day ; the cause of which I am able to give even now ; but be- 
cause I have promised to give such reasons for all things in 
a treatise by itself, I shall put off its exposition till that time. 
After this, on the second day, he placed the heaven over the 
whole world, and separated it from the other parts, and he 
determined it should stand by itself. He also placed a crys- 
talline [firmament] round it, and put it together in a manner 
agreeable to the earth, and fitted it for giving moisture and 
rain, and for affording the advantage of dews. On the third 
day he appointed the dry land to appear, with the sea itself 
round about it; and on the very same day he maile the plants 
and the seeds to spring out of the earth. On the fourth day 
he adorned the heaven with the sun, the moon, and the other 
stars; and appointed them their motions and courses, that tbg 
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vicissitudes of the seasons might be clearly signified. And on 
the fifth day he produced the living creatures, both those that 
gwim and those that fly ; the former in the sea, the latter in 
the air. He also sorted them as to society and mixture tot 
procreation, and that their kinds might increase and multiply. 
thi the sixdi day he created the four-footed beasts, and made 
them male and female. On the same day he dso formed 
man. Accordingly Moses says, that in just ax days the 
world, and all that is therein, was made ; and that the seventh 
day wasa rest, and a release from the labour of such opera- 
tions; whence it is that we celebrate a rest from our labours 
on that day, and call it the Sabbath ; which word denotes rest 
in the Hewew tongue. 

i. Moreover Moses, after the seventh day was over,* bq^ 
to talk philosophically ; and concerning the formation of man 
says thus. That God took dust from the ground, and form- 
ecl'l' man, and inserted in him a spirit and a soul. This man 
was called Adam, which in the Hebrew tongue signifies one 
that is redj because he was formed out of red earth com- 
pounded together ; for of that kind is virgin and true earth. 
God also presented the living creatures, when he had made 
them aooQiding to their kinds, both male and female, to 
Adam ; and he gave them those names by which they aro 
still called. But when he saw that Adam had no female com- 
pamon, no sodety, (for there was no such created,) and that 
oe wondered at the other animals which, were male and fe^ 
male, he kid him asleep, and took away one of his ribs, and 
out of it formed the woman ; whereupon Adam knew her 
when she was brought to him, and acknowledged that she 
was made out of himself. Now a woman is callra in the He^ 
brew tongue Isa ; but the name of this woman was Eve^ 
whid) signifies the Mother of all living. 

8. Moses says farrier, that Grod planted a paradise in the 
East, flourishing with all sorts of trtes ; and that amonff them 
Was Uie Tree qflif^^ and another of Knowledge^ whereby was 

* Since Jotephuin m his pref^ sect 4, says, tluit Moeet wrote some duDga 
fnignmticaUy^ some aUtgoricaUyy and the rest in plain words : tinee, in his me* 
count of the fint ch^iter of Genesis, and the three first renes of the second^ he 
gives tts no hints of any mystery at all : but when he here comes to Terse 4, &c 
he says, that Moses, after the seventh day wps oter, began to ttSk pMlo^opMeaU 
^ ; it is not very ipiprobabk that fSe understood (iie rest of the second and tha 
thhd chapterf in some enignuOieai or dUegorUul or pMiotOfhiad sense. The 
change of the name of God just at this place, from EUihim to Jehovah Etohim ; 
from God to Lord Godj in the Hebrfw, Samaritan, and Septuagint, does also 
not a little fiivour some such diange in Uie narration or eonstmction. 

i* We may observe here, that Joicphus supposed iim& to be compounded oi 
niift, soul, and bodv, with St. Paul, 1 Tbess. v, 23, and therest of the ancients* 
fit .dsewbere says also, that the blood of animals wm fifflndden to be eaten, aa 
tniviiigiil il soul and spirit, Astiq. B. iii, cfaap. li, sect 2, 
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to be known what was Oood and EviL And that when he had 
brou^t Adam and his wife into this garden, he oommanded 
them to take care of the plants. Now the garden was water- 
ed by one river,* which ran round about the whole earth, 
and was parted into four parts. And Phison, which denotes • 
MaUUudej running into India, makes its exit into the sea, and 
is by the Greeks called Ganges. Euphrates also, as well as 
Tigris, goes down into the Red Sea.-t- Now the name Eu« 
phrates, or Phrath, denotes either a Diipersion or a Flower ; 
by Tigris, or Diglath, is signified what ts swifi with narrow^ 
fies8 ; and Geon-runs dirough Egypt, and denotes what arises 
Jrom the East^ which the Greeks call Nile. 

4 God therefore commanded that Adam and his wife 
should eat of all the rest of the plants, but to abstain from the 
Tree of Knowledge ; and foretold to them that if they touch- 
ed it, it would prove their destructicn. But while all the 
Uvinff creaturest nad one language at that time, the Serpent, 
which then Uvea together with Adam and his wife, showed an 
envious disposition, at his supposal of their livinff happily 
and in obedience to the commands of Grod ; and unagining 
that when they disobeyed them, they would fall into c^ami. 
ties he persuaded the woman, out of a malicious intention, to 
taste ol the Tree of Knqidedge ; telling them, that in Uiat 

* \niCDee Ifaif strange notion came, which yet is not peaUiar la Josephus, but, 
as Dr. Hudson sm hei^ is derived firom elder authors, as if four of the greatest 
tiTen in the worlo, running two of them at vast distances from the oilier two, by 
aome means or other watered Paradise, is hard to say. Only since Josephus has 
ahnady appesied to alUgt>riae this history, and takes notice that these fournamea 
had a paxticnlar signification ; Phison for Ganges, a Multitude; Phnth for 
Euphrates, other a DUpertion or a Flower ; Dij^ath for Tigris, mhat it 9xo\ft 
^M narrowness ; and Oeon for NUe, whkh arUes from the Bast ; we perhaps 
miMake him whn we suppose he litemlly means those ibur rirers, especially as to 
Oeon or I<nie, which arises from the East^ while he very well knew the literal 
Nile arises from the South ; though what farther allegorical sense he had in view, 
is DOW, I ite, hnposslble to be determined. 

"t* Bf the Red Sea is not here meant die Arabian Gulf, whkh alone we now 
odl bj diet name ; but all diat South Sea, which inchided the Red Sea, and the 
Persian GnU^ as fiir as the East Indies, as Rcland and Hudson here truly noteiy 
from Ae old geographers. 

t Htnee it i^pears, that Josephus thought several at least of the brute ani- 
mals, paiticnlarfy the serpent, ooold speak before the fsJL And I think few of 
the more petfiBCt kinds of those animus want the oigsns of speech at this day. 
Bfanr indnccments there are also to a notion, that the present state they ore in is 
aot meir original state ; and that their capadtMl have been once mudi greater 
tiiaa we now see them, and are capable of being Atoted to their former condition. 
Bat as to this most ancient and authentic and probably allegorical account of that 
grand affinr of the fidl of our first parents, I have somewhat more to say in way of 
eoBJeEtmre ; bat being only a conjecture, I onftt It Only thus fsr, that the hn. 
]NitBlioii of the sin of our first parents to their posterity, any &rther than as some 

a the eaase or occasion of man's mortality, seeras almost entirdy groundless ; 
that both man and the other subordinate creatures are hereafter to be deliver- 
ad hma the curse then brought upon them, and at last to be delivered from that 
UmiMge ^iormftUmf Rom. viii, IflUif* 
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dree was the Knowledge of good and evU ; which knowledge, 
when they should obtain, they would lead a happy life ; nay, 
a life not inferior to that of a god ; by which means he over- 
came the woman, and persuaded her to despise the command 
of Qod. Now, when she- had tasted of tnat tree, and was 
pleased with its fruit, she persuaded Adam to make use of it 
also. Upon this they perceived that they were become na- 
ked to one another; and being ashamed thus to appear 
abroad, they invented somewhat to cover them ; for the tree 
sharpened their understanding; and they covered themselves 
with fiff leaves ; and tying these before them, out of modesty, 
they thought they were happier than they were before, as 
they had discovered what they were in want of. But when 
€rod came into the garden^ Adam, who was wont before to 
come and converse with him, being conscious of his wicked 
bdiaviour, went out of the way. This behaviour surprised 
Qod ; and he asked what was the cause of this his procedure ? 
And why he, - that be£bte delighted in that conversation, did 
now fly from it, and avcnd it ? When he made no reply, as 
conscious to himself that he had transgressed the command of 
€rod ; God said, ^^ I had before determined about you both, 
how you might lead a happy life, without any affliction, and 
care, and vexation of soul ; and that ail things which might 
contribute to your enjoyment and pleasure should grow up by 
my providence, of their own accord, without your own labour 
and piuns-taking; which state of labour and pams-taldng would 
soon bring on M age, and death would not be at any remote 
distance ; but now uiou hast abused this my good will, and 
hast disobeyed my commands ; for thy silence is not the sign 
of thy virtue, but of thy evil conscience.'" However Adam 
excused his sin, and entreated Grod not to be angry at him, 
and laid the blame of what was done upon his wife ; and said 
that he was deceived by her, and thence became an offender; 
while she again accused the Serpent. But Grod alloted him 
punishment, because he weakly submitted to the counsel of 
nis wife; and said, the jjound should not henceforth yield its 
fruits of its own accord, but that when it should be harassed 
by their labour, it should bring forth some of its fruits, and 
refuse to bring forth others. He also made Eve liable to the 
inoopveniency of breeding, and the sharp pains of bringing 
forth children ; and thb because she persuaded Adam with 
the same armments wherewith the Serpent had persuaded 
her, and haathereby brought him into a calamitous condition. 
He also deprived the Serpent of speech, out of indignation 
at his malicious disposition towards Adam. Besides this, he 
inserted poison under his tongue, and made him an enemy to 
men ; and suggested to them^ that they should direct toeir 
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Strokes against his head, that being the place wherein lay his 
mischievous designs towards men, and it being easiest to take 
vengeance on him that way. And when he had depDved him 
of Uie use of his feet, he made him to go rolling all along, 
and dragging himself upon the grolind. And when God h^ 
^pointra these penalties for them, he removed Adam and 
£ve out of the garden into another place. 



CHAP. II. 

Concerning the PosterUv qfJdanij cmd the Ten Generaiioni 

from Am to the Dduge. 

'§ 1. Adam and Eve had two sons; the elder of thenl was 
Jiamed Cain; which name, when.it is interpreted, signifies 
^ Poates&ian ; the younger was ABd^ which signifies Sorrow. 
They had also daughters. Now the two orethren were 
pleased with difierent courses of life ; for Abel the younger 
was a lover of righteousness ; and, believing that God was 
present at all his actions, he excelled in virtue ; and his em- 
ployment was ' that of a shepherd. But Cain was not only 
very wicked in other respects, but was wholly intent upon 
getting ; aad he first contrived to plough the ground. He 
Sew his brother on the occasion tollowing. They had re- 
solved to sacrifice to God. Now Cain brought the fruits of the 
earth, and oi his husbandrv; but Abel brought milk, and the 
first fruits of his flocks ; but Grod was more delighted with 
the latter oblation,* when he was honoured with what grew 
naturally of its own accord, than he was with what was the in- 
vendcm of a covetous man, and gotten by forcing the ground ; 
whence it was, that Cain was very angry that Abel was pre- 
ferred by Crod before him ; and he slew his brother, and 
hid his dead body, thinking to escape discovery. But God, 
knowing what had been done, came to Cain, and asked him. 
What was become of his brother ? because he had not seen 
him ofsPiany days ; whereas he used to observe them converse 
ing tqgether at other times. But Cain was in doubt with 
himself, and knew not what answer to give to God. At first 
be s§id. That he himself was at a loss about his brother^s dis- 
appearing ; but when he was provoked by Gtxl, who pressed 
him vdiemently, as resolving to know what the matter was, 

* Sc John's aecount of the renon why Ood accepted the mcrifice of Abd, tad 
zfjccted that of Cam ; as also why Cain slew Abd, on account of that hia ac- 
ceptance with God, is much better than this of Josqihus. I mean, because Cain 
vas ^f the evil tme^ and tkw his brother. And, wherejbre slew he him ? Be^ 
cause his own works were evil^ and his hrother^s righteous, 1 John m, 12. 
Jfs^hnt'i zcHon seems to be no bettn than a Pharisaical notion or 
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he replied. He was not his brother^s guardian or keeper, nor 
WBB he an observer of what he did. But, in return, God 
convicted Cain, as having been the murderer of his brother; 
and said, ^ I wonder at thee, that thou knowest not what is 
become of a man whom thou thyself hast destroyed.^ Grod 
therefore did not inflict the punishment [of death] upon 
^ him, on account of his offering sacrifice, and thereby making 
supplication to him not to be extreme in his wrath to him ; 
but he made him accursed, and threatened his posterity in 
the sevendi generation. He also cast him, together with his 
wife, out of that land. And when he w^ afraid, that in wan- 
dering about he should fall among the lQl$l.bea8ts, and by that 
means perish, God bid him not to entertain such a nielanchcjy 
suspicion, and to go over all the earth without fear of what 
mischief he might suffer from wild beasts ; and, setting a 
mark upon him, that he might be known, he commanded him 
to depart 

2. And when Cain had travelled over many countries, he» 
with his wife, built a city named Nod, which is a place so 
called, and there he settled his abode; where also he had 
childrmi. However he did not accept of his punishment in 
order to amendment, but to increase his wickedness; tot 
he only aimed to procure every thing that was fiir his own 
bodily pleasure, though it obliged him to be injurious to 
his neighbours. He augmented his household substance 
with much wealth, by rapine and violence ; he excited his 
acquaintance to procure pleasure and spoils by robbery, and 
beoune a great leader of men into wicked courses. He* also 
introduced a change in that way of simplicity wherem men 
Uved before ; and was the author of measures and weights ; 
and whereas they lived innocently and generously while they 
knew nothing of such arts, he cnangea the world into cun* 
ning craftiness. He first of ail set boundaries about lands ; 
he built a city, and fortified it with walls, and he compelled 
his family to come together to it ; and called that city Enochj 
after the name of his eldest son Enoch. Now Jared was 
the son of Enoch, whose son was Malaleel, whose son was 
Methusela, whose son was Lamech, who had seventy-seven 
children by two wives, Silla and Ada. Of those children bjr 
Ada, one was Jabel ; he erected tents, and loved the life Of 
a shepherd. But Jubal, who was bom of the same mother 
with him, exercised himself in music,* and invented tlie 
psaltery and the harp. But Tubal, one of his children by 
the other wife, exceeded all men in strength, and was very 

* From this Jnfml, not imprdbftbly came Jobel^ the tnmipet of Jobel of Ju- 
bUeCy tliat laige and load musical inatrument, used in proclaiming the liberty at 
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expert and fieunous in martial performances.^ He procured 
what tended to pleasures of the body by that method ; and 
first of all invented the art of malung orass. Lamech wa» 
also the fieuher of a daughter, whose name was Naamah; 
and because he was so skilful in matters of divine revela^ 
tion, that he knew he was to be punished for Cain^s murder 
of his brother, he made that known to his wives. • Nay, even 
while Adam was alive, it came to pass, that the posterity of 
Cain became exceeding wicked, every one successively dy* 
ing, one after another, more wicked than the former. They 
were intolerable in war, and vehement in robberies; and if 
any one were slow to murder people, yet was he bold in Ins- 
profligate hehaviour^in acting imjusuy, and doing injuries* 
for gain. 

S. Now Adam, who was the first man, and made out of the 
earth, ^for our discourse must now be about him,) after AbdL 
was dam, and Cmn fled away on account of his murder, wa» 
solicitous for posterity, and had a vehement desire of diil* 
dren, he beii^ two hundred and thirty years old; after 
whidi time he Uved other seven hundred, and thai died. 
He had indeed many other children,* but Seth in particular. 
As for the rest it would be tedious to name them : I will 
therefore only endeavour to eive an account of those thai 
proceeded from Seth. Now this Seth, when he was brought 
up, and came to those years in which he could discern what 
was good, he became a virtuous man ; and as he was lumself 
of an excellent character, so did he leave children*!* behind 
him who imiuited his virtues. All these proved fb be of 
good dispositions. They also inhabited the same country 
without dissensions, and in a happy condidon, without any 
misfortunes falling upon them, till they died. Thc^ also 
were the inventors of that peculiar sort of wisdom wnidi is 
oonoemed with the heavenly bodies and their order. And, 
that their inventions might not be lost before they were sufll- 
dently known, upon AcUmi^s predicdon that the worid was to 
be destroyed at one time by Uie force of fire^ and at another 
time by me violence and quantity of wcAer^ they made two 
pillars ; \ the one of brick, the othar of stone ; they inscribed 

* The number of AcUun't difldren, as Mys the old tndUum, was thbty-three 
■oni, and tweDty-thiee dauf^iten. 

f What is here said of Seth and his posteritj, that they wen rery good and 
virtnOBS, and at the sane time Tery happy, withoat any eoosidenble miSfortanea, 
ftv seven generations [see chap, ii, sect. 1, befine, and chap, iii, sect. 1, heieafterj 
is exacdy agreeable to the State of the world, and the conduet of Providence in att 
die fint ages. 

X Of Josephus*s mistake lisve, when he took Seth the son of Adam for Seth or 
Scsostris, king of Egypt, the erecter of these piUars in the hmd of Siriad, see 
Bssay on die Old Testament, Appendix, p. 159, ISO. Although the main of 
this rdatioB nught be true ; and Adam mig^t foietell a ComJUigrathn and a Dr. 
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01 they formerly lived, but erne hundred and twenty only, * 
he turned the cury land into sea : and thus were ail these men 
destroyed ; but Noah alone was saved ; for God suggested to 
him the following contrivance and way of escape : That he 
should make an ark of four stories hi^, three hundred cuUti 
long,f fifty cubits broad, and thirty cubits high. Accord* 
ingly he entered into that ark, and his wife, and sons, and theur 
wives, and put into it not only other provisions to support 
their wants there, biit also sent in with the rest all sorts of 
living creatures, the male and his female, for the preservation 
of their kinds, and others of them by sevens. Now this ark 
had firm walls, and a roof, and was braced with cross beams, 
80 that it could not be any way drowned, or overborne by the 
violence of the water. And thus was Noah, with his fEunily, 
preserved. Now he was the tenth from Adam, as being the 
son of Lamech, whose father was Methusela : he was the son 
of Enoch, the son of Jared ; and Jared was the -son of Ma* 
laleel, who, with many of his sisters, were the children of 
Cain, the sqn of Enos. Now Enos was the son of Seth, the 
son of Adam. 

8. Thb calamity happened in the six hundredth year of 
Noeh^s government [age,] in the second month, I called by 
the Macedonians Dki^, but by the Hebrews Marhesxfem ; for 
so did th^ order their year in Egypt. But Moses appoints 
ed that disomy which is the same with XcaUhicus^ should be 
the first month for their festivals, because he brought them 
out of Egypt in that month. So that this month be^n the 
year as to all the solemnities they observed to the honour 
of God, although he preserved the original order of the 
months as to selhng and buying, and other <Hrdinary afiairs. 
Now he says, that this flood began on the twenty-seventh 

* Jowphus here rappoees, that Che Hfe of these giantt (for of them txAy do I 
ttodcntaiid him) wm now reduced to 120 yeen ; w&ch is oonfinned by the llnif* 
mem of Enoch, sect. 10, in Authent. Rec. put 1, p. 208. For as to the rest of 
mankind, Josephus himself confesses their liyes were much longer than 120 yean, 
tat many genentions after the flood, as we shall see presently ; and he says, tbey 
woe gradually shortened till the days of Moses, and then fixed [for some time] 
at 120, chap, ft, sect. 5. Nor indeed need we su|ipose thai either Enoch or Jo* 
sqphns meant to interpret these 120 years for the life^ men before the flood, to 
be ^Bflfiarent from the 120 years of God's patience [peifaaps while die ark was pie* 
paringi till the deluge ; whidi I take to be the meaning of God when he thnat- 
cnad tnia wicked world, that if they so long continued impenitent, their dayt 
shouid be no more than 120 years, 

J A cubit is about 21 English inches. 
Josephus here truly determines, that the year at the flood b^gan about the 
autumnal equinox ; as to what da/ of die month the flood began, our Hebrew and 
Samaritan, and perhaps Josephus*s own copy, more rightly placed it on the 17th 
day instead of the 27th, as here ; fbr Josephus agrees with them as to die distance 
of 150 days to the 17th day of die 7th month, as Oen. ni, ult. with viil, 3. 
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[80VcntaeBtb1 daj of the fiDrenentioDed month ; and thk was 
two thousand ox hundred and fifty-nx [one tlknisand five 
hundred and fifty-six] years from Adam the first man ; and 
the time is written down in our sacred books,* those who 
then lived having noted down with great accuracy both the 
births and the deaths of illustrious men. 

4. For, indeed, Setfa was bom when Adam was in his two 
hundred and thirtieth year, who lived nine hundred and 
thirty years. Seth begat Enoch in his two hundred and fifth 
year ; who, when he had lived nine hundred and twelve vearsy 
ddivered the government to Cainan his son, whom he had at 
his hundred and ninetieth year. He lived nine hundred and 
five years. Cainan, when he had lived nine hundred and 
ten years, had his son Malaleel, who was bom in his hundred 
and seventieth year. This Malaleel, having lived eight hun*- 
dred and ninety-five years, died, leaving Ids son Jared, whom 
he begat when he was at his hundred and sixty-fifth year. 
He lived nine hundred and sixty-two years ; and then his 
son Enoch succeeded him, who was bom when his father was 
one hundred and sixty-two years old. Now he, when he 
had lived three hundred and oxty-five jrears^ dejMUted, and 
went to God ; whence it is that they have not written down 
his death. Now Methusela, the son of Enoch, who was bom 
to him when he was one hundred and sixty-five years old, 
had Lamech for his son, when he was one hundred and eighty^ 
seven years of age ; to whom he delivered the government, 
when ne had retained it nine hundred and axty-nine years. 
Now Lamech, when he had governed seven hundred and 
seventy-seven years, appointed Noah his son to be rula: of 
the people, who was born to Lamech when he was one hun* 
drea and ei^ty-two years old, and retained the government 
nine hundred and fifty years. These years collected toge- 
ther make up the sum before set down. But let no one in- 
^pnre into the deaths of these men ; for they extended thmr 
hves an along, together with their children and grand-chiU 
dreo ; but let him have regard to thek births only. 

5. When God gave the signal, and it b^^ to rain, the 
water poured down forty entire days, till it became fifteen 
culnts nigher than t&e earth ; which was the reason why there 
were no greats number preserved, since they bad no place 
to fly to. When the rain ceased, the water did but just begin 

* Jotqphui here takes notice, that theie ancient senealpsies were fint set down 
by those that then lived, and from them wese transmitted down to posterity ; 
which I suppose to be the true account of that matter. For there is no reason to 
imagine that men were not taught to read and write soon after they were taught 
to tpeak ; and perhaps all by £e Messiah himself, who, under the Father, was 
the Creator or Governor of mankind, and who frequently in those early days ap- 
peared to them. 
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to abate after one hundred and fifty days ; that is, on the 
aerenteenth day of the seventh month, it then ceasing to 
subside for a little while. After this the ark rested on the 
top of a certain mountain in Armenia ; which, when Noah 
understood, he opened it, and seeing a small piece of land 
about it, he continued quiet, and conceived some cheerful 
hopes of deliverance. But a few days afterward, when the 
water was decreased to a greater degree, he sent out a raven, 
as desiious to learn whether any other part of the earth were 
left dry by the water, and whether he might go out of the 
ark with «ifety ; but the raven returned not. ibid after seven 
days, he sent out a dove, to know the state of the ground, 
whidi came back to him covered with mud, and bringing an 
olive branch. Hereby Noah learned that the earth was be- 
come clear of the flood. So after he had stayed seven mcnre 
days, he sent the living creatures out of the ark ; and both 
he and his family went out, when he also sacrificed to God, 
and feasted with his companions. However, the Armenians 
call this place * A^rofxryjiMv, the Place of Descent ; for the ark 
being saved in that place, its remains are showed there by the 
inhaoitants to this day. 

6. Now all the writers of the barbarian histories *make 
mention of this flood, and of this ark ; among whom is Be- 
rossus the Chaldean. For when he was describing the cir- 
cumstances of the flood, he goes on thus : <* It is said, there 
is still some part of this ship in Armenia, at the mountun 
of the Cordys^ns; and that some people carry off pieces 
of the iHtumeta, which they take away, and use chiefly as 
amulets, for the averting of mischieis.^ — Hieronymus the 
Egyptian also, who wrote the Phenician antiquities, and 
Mnaseas, and a great many more, make mention of the same. 
Nay, Nicholas of Damascus, in his ninety-sixth book, hath 
a particular relation about them ; where he speaks thus : 
^ There is a great mountain in Armenia, over Mmyas, called 
Batis^ upon which it is reported, that nmny who fled at 
the time of the deluge were saved ; and tnat one who was 

* Ttiig «ir«f«nffMv, or place of dficcnt, is the proper rendering of the Arme- 
nian Dame of this very dty. It » called in Ptolemy, Naxuana, and by MoMt 
GhoRMDais, the Armenian History, ItUheuan ; but at the place itself, Nachid' 
theuany which signifies thcjlrtt place ofdctcent ; and is a lasting monument of 
the MBervadon of Noah in the ark, upon the top of that mountain, at whose 
foot tt was built, as the first dty or town after the flood. See Antiq. B. xx, 
dmp, ii, sect. 3, voL ii, and Moses ChorenenMs, p. 71, 72 ; who also says, p. 19, 
diat anodier town was related by tradition to have been called Seron^ or the 
^acc of dUpertion^ on account of the dispersion of Xisuthrus, or Noah*8 sons, 
nom thence first made. Whether any remains of this ark be still preserved, as 
the people of the country tuj^pose, I cannot certainly telL Moos. Tumfort had 
not voy long since a mind to see the place htmseU^ but met with too great dan<% 
gers and difficulties to venture through them* 

VOL. I. C 



18 ANTIQUITIES OF THE JBWa BOOK L 

carried in an ark, came on shore upon the top of U ; md that 
the remmns oi the timber were a great while preserTed* Thk 
might be the man about whom Moses the le^slator of tbe 
Jews wrote.*" 

7. But as for, Noah, be was afraid, since God bad deter* 
mined to destroy mankind, lest he should drown tbe earth 
every year : so he offered bumt^fferings, and besought God 
that natujre might hereafter go on in its former orderly course ; 
apd tbi^t he would not bring on so great a judgment any 
more, by which the whpie I'ace of creatures might be in dan« 
ger of destruction ; but that, having qow punished tbe wicked, 
he would of his goodness spare the remainder, and such as 
he l\9A hitherto jvidged fit to be delivered from so severe a 
OfJamity ; for that otherwise tliese last must be more miser^ 
able than the first, and that they must be condemned to a 
worse condition than the others, unless they be suffered to 
escape entirely ; that is, if they be reserved (or auothar de- 
luge, while tbey must be afflicted with the terror and the 
sight of the first deluge, and must also be destroyed by a se* 
cood. He also entreated God to accept of his sacrifice, and 
to grant, that the earth might never again undergo the like 
eiSeei^ of his wrath ; that men might be permitted to go on 
cheerfully. in cultivating the same; to build cities, and live 
baipiuly m them ; and that they might not be deprived of any 
of tnose good things which they enjoyed before tbe flood ; 
but might attain to tbe like length of days, ami old age^ which 
the ancient people had arrived at before. 

8. When Noah had made these supplications, God, who 
loved the man for his righteousness, granted entire success to 
his prayers ; and said. That it was not he who brought the 
destruction on a polluted world, but that they underwent that 
vengeance on account of their own wickedness ; and that he 
had not brought men into the world, if he had himself de- 
lennined to destroy them, it being an instance of greater wis- 
dom not to have granted them life at all, than, after it was 
granted, to procure their destruction ; but the injuries, said 
fie, they offered to my holiness and virtue forced me to bring 
this punbhment upon them. But I will leave oft* for the 
time to come to require such punishments, the effects of so 
great wrath, for their future wicked acticms, and especially 
on account of thjr prayers. But if I shall, at any time, send 
tempests of rain, in an extraordinary manner, be not afiiigbt- 
ed at the largeness of the showers ; for the water shall no 
more overspread the earth. However, I require you to ab- 
atain from shedding the blood of men, and to keep yourselves 
pure from murder ; and to punish those that commit any 
such thing. I permit you to make use of all the other living 
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eraOures at your pleasure, and as your appetites lead you ; 
for I have made ^ou lords of them all, both of those that 
walk on the land, and ot those that swim in the waters, and 
cf those that fly in the regions of the air on hi^h, exceptii^ 
their Uood, for therein is the life. But I will give you a 
sign that I have left off my anger, by my &ow, (whereby is 
meant the rainbow, for they determined that the rainbow was 
the bow of Grod.) And, when Grod had said and promised 
this^ he went away. 

9. Now when Noah had lived three hundred and fifty 
years after the flood, and that all that time happly, he die^ 
having lived the number of nine hundred ana fifty yean. 
But let no one, upon comparing the lives of the ancients with 
our lives, and with the few years which we now live, think, 
that what we have said of them is false ; or make the short- 
ness of our lives at present an arrament, that neither did they 
attain to so long a duration of life, fcnr those ancients wene 
bebved of God, and [lateljr] made by God himself; and be- 
cause their food was then titter for the prolongation of life, 
might well live so great a number of jrears ; and besides, 
God afforded them a longer time of life on account of their 
virtue, and the good use they made of it in astronomical 
and geometrical discoveries, wnich would not have afforded 
the time for foretelling [the periods of the stars,] unless they 
had lived nx hundredyears ; for the great yelu* is completed 
in that interval.' Now I have for witnesses to what I have 
said, all those that have written antiquities, both among the 
Greeks and Barbarians : for even Manetho, who wrote the 
Egpytian history, and Berossus, who collected the Chaldean 
moouments, and Mochus and Hestiaeus, and besides these, 
Hieronymus the Egyptian, and those that composed the 
Pbenician history, agree to what I here say. Hesiod also, 
and HecatSBUs, and Hellanicus, and Acusilaus ; and, besides 
these, Ephorus and Nicolaus relate, that the ancients lived a 
tbounnd years. But as to these matters, let every one look 
upon them as they think fit. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Concerning the Tower of Babylon and the Con/ksian <ff 

Tongues. 

§ 1. Now the sons of Noah were three, Shem, and Japhet, 
and Ham, bom one hundred years before the deluge. These 
first of all descended from the mountains into the plain, and 
fixed their habitation there ; and persuaded others who were? 

c2 
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greatly afraid of the lower grounds on account of the flood, 
and 80 were very loath to come down from the higher places, 
to venture to follow their examfdes. flow the idain in 
which they first dwdt was called Shinar. Grod also com^ 
manded them to send colonies abroad, for the thorough peo- 
pling of the earth, that they might not raise seditions among 
themselves, but might cultivate a great part of the earth, and 
enjoy its fruits after a plentiful manner. But they were so 
ill instructed that they did not obey God ; for which reason 
they fdl iuto calamities, and were made sensible by ex- 

Senence, of what sin they had been guilty. For when they 
ourishcd with a numerous youth, God admonished them 
again to send out colonies ; but they imagining that the pros- 
perity they enjoyed was not derivea from the favour of Grod, 
out supposing that their own power was the proper cause of 
the plentiful condition they were in, did not obey him. Nay, 
they added to this their disobedience to the divine will, the 
suspicion that they were therefore ordered to send out sepa- 
rate colonies, that bein^ divided asunder, they might the 
more easily be oppressed. 

& Now it was Nimrod who excited them to such an afiront 
and contempt of God. He was the grandson of Ham, the 
son of Noah, a bold man, and of great strength of hand. He 
persuaded them not to ascribe it to God, as if it was through 
tiis means they were happy, but to believe that it was their 
own courage which procured that happiness. He also gra- 
dually changed the government into tyranny, seeing no other 
way of turning men from the fear of God, but to bring them 
iuto a constant dependence on his own power. He also said, 
'* He would be revenged on Grod, if he should have a mind 
to drown the world again ; for that he would build a tower 
too high for the waters to be able to reach ; and that he would 
avenge himself on God for destroying their forefathers.^ 

8.* Now the multitude were very ready to follow the de- 
termination of Nimrod, and to esteem it a piece of cowar- 
dice to submit to God; and they built a tower, neither 
rring any pains, nor being in any degree negligent about 
work. And, by reason of the multitude of bands employ- 
ed in it, it grew very high, sooner than any one coula ex- 
pect; but the thickness of it was so great, and it was so 
strongly built, that thereby its great height seemed, upon 
the view, to be less than it really was. It was built of 
burned brick, cemented together with mortar made of biiu^ 
men^ that it might not be liabje to admit water. When God 
•aw that they acted so madly, he did not resolve to destroy 
them utterly, since they were not grown wiser by the de^ 
flcruction of the former nnners, but 1^ caused a tumult among 
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them, by producing in them div.erse languages, and causing, 
that through the multitude of those knguages, they should 
not be able to understand one another. The place whereiYi 
they built the tower is now called Boinflon^ because of the 
confusion of that language which they readily understood 
before ; for the Hebrews mean by the word JUabel, canfu- 
sion. The Sybil also makes mention of this tower, and of 
the confusion of the language, when she says thus : *^ When 
all men were of one language, some of them built an high 
tower, as if they would therdiy ascend up to heaven ; but the 
gods sent ;|torms of wind and pverthrew the tower, and gave 
every one his peculiar language ; and for this reason it was 
that the dty was called BabulonJ^ But as to the plain of 
Shinar, in the country of Babylonia, Hcstiseus mentions itf 
when he says thus : " Such of the priests as were saved, took 
the sacred vessels of Jupiter Enyalius, and came to Shinar 
of Babylonia.*** 
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CHAP. V. 



•Jfier.whai maimer the Posterity of NoaJi sent out Colonies 

and inhcLbited the whole Earth, 

• 

§ 1. After this they Were dispersed abroad, on account of 
their languages, and went out by colonies every where ; and 
each colony took possession of that land whicn they lighted 
upon, and unto which God led them, so that the whole con- 
tinent was filled with them, both the inland and the mari- 
time countries. There were some also who passed over the 
sea in ships, and inhabited the islands ; and some of those 
nations do still retain the denominations which were given 
them by their first founders ; but some have lost them also, 
and some have only admitted certain changes in them, that 
they might be the more intelligible to the inhabitants. And 
they were the Greeks who became the authors of such muta- 
tions ; for when in after ages they gi'ew p>tent, they claimed 
to ihauselves the glory of antiquity ; giving names to the 
nations that sounded well [in Gree'k,] that they might be 
better understood among themselves ; and setting agreeable 
forms of government over them, as if they were a peoplo de^ 
rived from themselves. 



28 ANTIQUITIES OF TH£ J£W6. BOOK L 



CHAP. VI. 

Haw every NoHon was denominated Jrom their Jirsi 

InhabitwUs. 

j§ 1. Now th^ were the grandchildren of Noah, in hcmour 
.of whom names were imposed on the nations by those that first 
iseized upon th^n. Japhet the son of Noah nad seven sons. 
They iimabited so, that banning at the mountains Taurus 
and Amanus, they proceeded* along Asia, as far as the livef 
Tanais, and akmg Europe to Cadiz ; and settling themselves 
cm the lands they lighted upon, which none had inhabited be- 
ibre, th^ called the nations by their own names. For Cromer 
founded those whom the Greeks now call Oalaiians [Galls,] 
but were then called Gomerites. Magog founded those that 
from him were named Afagogitesj but who are by the Greeks 
called Scythians, Now as to Javan and Madai, the sons of 
Japhet; from Madai came the Medeans, which are called 
Medfis by the Greeks ; but front Javan, Jonia and all the 
Grecians are derived. Thobel founded the Thobelites, 
which are now called Iberes; and the Mosocheni were 
founded by Mosoch ; now they are Cappadocians. There is 
also a mark of their ancient denomination still to be showed ; 
for there is even now amcmg them a city called Mazaca, which 
may inform those that are able to understand, that so was 
ihe entire nation once called. Thiras also called those whom 
he ruled over ThArastans ; but the Greeks changed the name 
into Thradans. And so many were the countries that had 
the cluldren of Japhet fc»r their inhabitants. Of the three 
sons of Gomer, Aschanaz founded the Aschanasians, who 
«re now called by the Greeks Beghinians. So did Riphath 
foiind the Ripheans, now called PapMagonians ; and Thru<- 
gramma the Thrugrammeans, who, as the Greeks resolved, 
were named Phrygians. Of the three sons of Javan also, 
the son of Japhet, Elisa gave name to the Elisians, who 
were his subjects ; they are now the iEolians. Tharsus to 
the Tbarsians, f(^ so was Cilida of old called ; the sign of 
which is this, that the noblest city they have, and a metres 
polis also, is Tarsus, the Tau being by change put for the 
TTteta, Cethimus possessed the island Cethima ; it is now 
called Cyprus ; and from that it is, that all islands, and the 
greatest part of the sea-coasts, are named Cethium by the 
Hebrews ; and one city there is in Cjrprus that has been able 
to preserve its denonynation ; it is caDed Citius by those 
who use the language of the Greeks, and has not, by the use 
of that dialect, escaped the name of Cethium. And so many 
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natiopB htxve the children and grandchiidren of Japhet pos- 
sessed. Now when I have premised somewhat, which par. 
baps the Greeks do not know, I will retnm and explain what 
I have omitled ; for such Dames ute pronounced here after 
die' nuumer of die Greeks^ to please my readers ; for our 
ownxountrr language does not bo pronounce them. But the 
names in all €ases are of on^ and the same ending ; for the 
name we here protiounce Noeoi^ is there Noahy and in every 
€mn retaips the same termination. 

fL Tlie children of Ham possessed the land from Sjrria 
and Amanus, and the mountains of Libanus; seising upon 
all that was on its sea-coasts, and as far as the ocean, and 
keeping it as their own. Some, indeed, of its names are ut- 
teiiy vanished away ; others of them being changed, and 
another sound given them, are hardly to be discovered, yet 
a few there are, which have kq>t their denominations entire. 
For of the four sons of Ham, time has not at all hurt the 
name of Chus ; for the Ethiopians, over whom he reigned, 
are even at this day, both by themselves and by all men in 
Asia, called ChusUes, The memory also of the Mesraites is 
~ in their name ; for all we who inhaUt this country 
\c£ Judea] call Egypt Mestre, and the Egyptians Mestreans. 
'^hut also was the rounder of Libya, ana cdled the inha- 
bitants PhuHteSj from himself; there is also a river in the 
country of the Moors which bears that name ; whence it is 
that we may see the greatest pert of the GtedaA historio- 
graphers mention that river, and the adjoining coutitry, by 
the appellation of Jnut ; but the name it has now has been 
by dumge given it from one of the eons of Mestraim, who 
was call^ Lyhyoa. We will inform you presently what has 
been the occasion why it has been called Africa alsa Ca- 
naan, the fourth son of Ham, inhabited die country now 
called Judeay and cdled it fh)m his own name Canaan. 
The children of these [four] were these ; Sabas, who found- 
ed the Sabeans ; Evilas, who founded the Evileans, who are 
call^ Getuii; Sabathes founded the Sabathens; they are 
now called by the Greeks Jetaborana ; Babactas settled the 
Sabactens; and Ragmus the Ragmeans; and be had, two 
aons, the one of which, Judadas, settled the Judadeans, a na- 
tion of the western Ethiopians, and left the»i his name ; as 
did Sabas, to the Sabeans. But Nimrod, the son of Chus, 
stayed and tyrannized at Babylon, as we have already inform- 
ed you. Now all the children of Mesrahn, being eight in 
number, possesFied the country from Gaz^ to Ecypt, though 
it retained the name of one only, the PhUestimj for the Greeks 
oiUed part of that country PaleHine. As for the rest, Ludi- 
em, and Encmim, and Labim, who alone inhabited itt Libya, 
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and called the country from himself ; Nedim and Pethrosim, 
and Chesloim, and Cephtborim, we know nothing of them 
besides their names ; for the EUiiopic war,* whi(£ we shall 
describe hereafter, was the cause that those cities were over- 
thrown. The sons of Canaan were these; Sidonius, who 
also built a city of the same name ; it is called by the Greeks 
Sidon ; Amathus inhabited in Amathine, which is even now 
called Jmaihe by the inhabitants, although the Macedonians 
named it Epipnaniay from one of his posterity ; Arudeus 
possessed the island Aradus ; Arucas possessed Arce, which 
IS in Libanus. But for the seven others [Eueus,] Chetteus, 
Jehuseus, Amorreus, Gergeseus, Eudeus, Sineus, Samareus, 
we have nothing in the sacred books but their names, for 
the Hebrews overthrew their cities ; and their calamities came 
upon them on the occasion following. 

3. Noah, when after the deluge the earth was resettled in 
its former condition, set about its cultivation ; and when he 
had planted it with vines, and when the fruit was ripe, and 
he had gathered the grapes in their season, and the wine was 
ready for use, he offered sacrifice, and feasted, and being 
drunk, he fell asleep, and lay naked in an unseemly manner. 
When his youngest son saw this, be came laughing, and 
showed him to his brethren ; but diey covered their father^s 
nakedness. And when Noah was made sensible of what 
had been done, he prayed for prosperity to his other sons ; 
but for Ham, he did not curse him, by reason of his near- 
ness in blood, but cursed his posterity. And when the rest 
of them escaped that curse, God inflicted it on the children 
of Canaan. But as to these matters, we shall speak more 
hereafter. 

4. Shem, the third son of Noah, had five sons, who inha- 
bited the land that b^n at Euphrates, and reached to the 
Indian ocean. For Elam left bdiind him the Elamites, the 
ancestors of the Persians. Ashur lived at the city Ninive ; 
and named his subjects AssyricmSj who became the most 
fortunate nation beyond others. Arphaxad, named the ^r- 
ptmxadites, who are now called Chaldeans. Aram had the 
Aramites, which the Greeks call Sj^tians ; as Laud founded 
the Laudites, which are now called Lydians. Of the four 
sons of Aram, Uz founded Trachonitis and Damascus : this 
country lies between Palestine and Celesyria. Ul founded 

* One obsenration oa^t not to be here neglected, widi ragud to that Ethiopie 
var, which Moset, as general of the Egyptians, pat an end to, Antiq, B. ii, c^ 
X, and about which our late writers seem very unconcerned ; viz. that it was » 
war of that consequence, aa to occasion the renx>val or destruction of six or seven 
nations of the posterity of Mitzraim, with their cities ; which Josephus would 
not have said, if he had not had andcnt leooidt to justify those his asscrtioiis, 
tbove^ those reooids be all now lost* 
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Armenia ; and Grather the Bactrians ; and Mesa the Mesa, 
neans ; it is now called Charaw Spa&ini. Sala was the son 
of Arphaxad ; and his son was Heber, from whom they ori- 
ginally called the Jews* Hebrews. Heber begat Joctan 
and Fhaleg ; he was called Phaleg because he was bom at 
the disperaoiy>f the nations to their several countries ; for 
Fhaleg among the Hebrews signifies division. Now Joctan, 
one oi the sons of Heber, haa these sons, Elmodad, Saleph, 
Asermoth, Jera, Adoram, Aizel, Decia, Ebal, Abiraael, Sa^ 
beus, Ophir, Euilat, and Jobab. These inhabited from Co- 
phen, an Indian river, and in part of Aria adjoining to it. 
And this shall suffice concerning the sons of Shem. 

5. I will now treat of the Hebrews. The son of Phaleg, 
whose father was Heber, was Regau ; whose son was Serug, 
to whom was bom Nahor ; his son was Terah, who was the 
£uher of Abram, who aooordinely was the tenth from Noah, 
and was bom in the two hundred 'and ninety-second year 
after the deluge ; for Terah begat Abram in his seventieth 
year. Nahor begat Haran, when he was one hundred and 
twentv years old ; Nahor was bom to Serug at his hundred 
and thirty-second year ; Ragau had Serug at one hundred 
and thirty ; at the same time also Phaleg had Regau ; Heber 
begat Pbalc^g in his hundred and thirty-fourth year ; he him- 
sell being begotten by Sala, when he was an hundred and 
thirty years old, whom Arphaxad hdd for his son at the hun- 
dred and thirty-fifth year of his age. Arphaxad was the son 
of Shem; and bom twelve years after the deluge. Now 
Abram had two brethren, Nuior and Haran ; of these Ha- 
ran left a son. Lot ; as also Sarai and Milcha his daughters, 
and died among the Chaldeans, in a dty of the Chtddeans 
called Uri and his monument is showed to this day. These 
married their nieces. Nahor married Milcha, and Abraham 
married Sarai. Now Terah hating Chaldea, on account of 
his mourning for Haran, they all removed to Haran of Meso- 
potamia, where Terah died, and was buried, when he had 
uved to be two hundred and five ^ears old ; for the life of 
man was already by d^rees dimimshed, and became shorter 
than before, till the birth of Moses ; after whom the term of 

* Thttfc the Jews wen called Hebrews from this their progenitor Heber j our 
author JoHjihuB here ri^tly affirms ; and not from Abram tl^ Hebrew, or Pasm 
ttnger oftt Euphrates, as many of the modems suppose. Shem is also called 
tbo FMer ofaUike children of Heber^ m at all the Hebrews^ in an history long 
belbre Abram passed over Euphrates, Gen. x, 2U though it must be con&sse^ 
that. Gen. zi?, IS, where the original says, they told Abram the Hebrew, the 
Keptaiwint renders it the Pauenger^ wt^Tnt : but this is spoken only of Abram 
Inniad^ who had then latdy passed over Euphrates, and is another signification 
«f the Hcfarqr word, taken as an appeDative and not as a proper name. 
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human life wi^ one hundred and twenty years, God de- 
termining it to the length that Moses happened to live. No^ 
Nahor had eight sons by Milcha; Uz, and Buz, Kemuel^ 
Chesed, Azau, Pheldas, Jadelp, and Bethuel. These were 
all the genuine sons of Nahor ; for Teba, and Gaam, and 
Tachas, and Macha, were bom of Reuma 1^ concubine ; 
but Bethuel had a daughter Rebecca, and a son Laban. 
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CHAP. VII. 

How Abram our FordiUher went out of the Land qf Ae 
Chaldeans^ and Uvea in the Land then called Canaan^ but 
now Judea. 

' § 1. Now Abram, having' no son of his own, adopted Lot, 
his brother Haran^s son, and his wife Sarai'*s brother ; and 
he left the land of Chaldea when he was seventy.five years, 
old, and at the command of God went into Canaan, and 
therein he dwelt himself, and left it to his posterity. H^ was 
a person of mreat sagacity, both for understanding all things, 
and persuading his hearers, and not mistaken in his opinionn; 
for which reason he began to have higher notions of virtue 
than others had, and he determined to renew and to change 
the opinion all men happened then to have concerning God ; 
for he was the first that^venturcd to publish this notion, that 
there was but One Gk)d, the Creator of the Universe ; and 
that as to other [gods,] if they contributed any thing to the 
happiness of men, that each of them afforded it only aoootd- 
ing to his appointment, and not by their own power. This 
his opinion was derived from the irregular phenomena that 
were visible both at land and sea, as well as those that hap- 
pen to the sun, and moon, and all the heavenly bodies ; thus, 
** if Fsaid he] these bodies had power of their own, they would 
certainly take care of their own regular motions ; but »noe 
they do not preserve such regularity, they make it plain that 
so far as they co-operate to our advantage, they do it not of 
their own abilities, but as they are subservient to him that 
commands them, to whom ulone we ought justly to offer our 
honour and thanksgiving.*" For which doctrines, ^'hen the 
Chaldeans, and other people of Mesopotamia, raised a tu- 
mult against him, he thought fit to leave that country ; and 
at the command, and by the asustance of God, he came and 
lived in the land of ( -anoAn. And when he was there settled, 
he built an altar, and ))orformcd a sacrifice to Gtxl. 

3. Berossus mentiunH our father Abram witliout naming 
him, when he says thus ; in the tenth generation after the 
flood, there was among the Chaldeans a man righteous, and 
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sreat, and skilfiil in the celestial science.^ But Hecateus 
does more than barely mention him ; for he compoded, and Idfit 
behind him, a book oonceminff him. And Nicolaus of Da* 
mascuB, in the fourth book of his history, says thus : << Abram 
reigned at Damascus, being a foreigner, who came with an 
army out of the land above Babylon, called the land of the 
Chaldeans ; but, after a long time, he got him up, and re- 
moved from that country also, with his people, ana went into 
the land then called the land of Canaan, but now the land of 
JudeUy and this when his posterity were become a multitude ; 
as to which posterity of his, we rdate their history in another 
work. Now the name of Abram is even still famous in the 
country of Damascus ; and there is showed a village named 
firom him. The Habiiation ofAbram.^ 



CHAP. VIII. 

Thai when there was a Famine* in Canaan, Abram went 
thence into Egypt; and ctfier'he had continued there a 
while, he returned back again, 

8 I. Now after this, when a famine had invaded the land of 
Canaan, and Abram had discovered that the Egyptians were 
in a flourishing condition, he was disposed to go down to 
them, both to partake of the plent^hey enjoyed, and to be- 
come on auditor of their jiriests, and to know what they said 
concerning the gods; designing either to follow them, if 
tbey had better notions than he, or to convert them into a 
better way, if his own notions proved the truest. Now seeing 
he was to take Sand .with him, and was afraid of the madness 
of the Egyptians with regard to women, lest the king should 
kill him on occasion of his wife^s great beauty, he contrived 
tfaia device : — He pretended to be her brother, and directed 
her in a dissembling way to pretend the same ; for he said it 
would be for their benent. Now, as soon as they came into 
Egjrpt, it happened to Abram as he supposed it would, for 
the lame of his wife^s beauty was greatly talked of; for which 
reason Pharaoh, the king of £gypt> would not be satisfied 
with what was reported of her, but would needs see her him- 
self, and was preparing to enjoy her ; but God put a stop to 
his unjust inclinations, by sending upon him a distemper, and 
a sedition ag»nst his government. And when he inquired 
of the priiests, how he might be freed from those calamities, 
they told him, that his miserable condition was derived from 
the wrath of Grod, upon account of his inclinatioifs to abuse 
the stranger'^s wife. He then, out of fear, asked Sarai, who 
di& waaP and who it was that die brought along with her ? 
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And when he had found out the truth, he excused hhnself to 
Abram, that suppoong the woman to be his sister, and not 
bis wife, he set his affections on her, as desirinfir an affinitj 
with him by marrying her ; but not as indtea by lust to 
abuse her. He also made him a large present in mon^ ; 
and gaye him leave to enter into conversation with the most 
lean^ among the Egyptians ; from which conversation bis 
virtue and his reputatum became more conspicuous than they 
had been before. 

2. For whereas the Egyptians were formerly addicted to 
different customs, and despised one another^s sacred and ac 
customed rites, and were very angry one with another on that 
account, Abram conferred with each of them, and confuting 
the reasonings they made use of, every one for their own 
practices, he demonstrated that such reasonings were vain, 
and void of truth ; whereupon he was admired by them, in 
those conferences, as a very wise man, and one of great 
sagacity, when he discour^ on any subject he undertook ; 
and this not only in understanding it, but in persuading other 
men also to assent to him. He communicated to them arith- 
metic, and delivered to them the science of astronomy ; for, 
before Abram came into Egypt, they were unacquainted with 
those parts of learning ; for that science came from the Chal- 
deans into Eg3rpt, and from thence to the Greeks also. 

S. As soon as Abram*was come back into Canaan, he parU 
ed the laud between him and Lot, upon account ci the tu* 
multuous behaviour of their shepherds, concerning the pas- 
tures wherein they should feed their flocks. However, he 
gave Lot his option, or leave to choose which lands he would 
take ; and he took himself what the other left, which were 
the lower grounds at the foot of the mountidns ; and he him- 
self dwelt m Hebron, which is a city seven years andenter 
than Tanis of Egypt. But Lot possessed the land of the 
plain, and the river Jordan, not far from the city Sodom, 
which was then a fine dty, but is now destroyed by the will 
and the wrath of Grod ; the cause of which I shall show in 
its proper place hereafter. 






CHAP. IX. 

The Destruction qfthe Sodomites by the Assyrian War. 

§ 1. At this time, when the Assyrians had the dominion over 
Asia, the people of Sodom were in a flourishing condition, 
both as to riches and number of thdr youth. There were 
five kings that managed the affairs of this country, Ballas, 
Barsas, Senabar, and Sumobor, with the king of Bela, and 
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each king led on his own troops. And the Assjrrians made 
war upon them, and dividing their army into four parts, 
fought against them. Now every part of the army had its 
own commander ; and when the battle was joined, the Assy« 
rians were conquerors, and imposed a tribute upon the kings 
of the Sodomites, who submitted to this slavery twelve years» 
and so long they continued to pay their tribute ; but on the 
thirteenth year they rebelled ; and then the army of the Assy* 
rians came upon them, under their cc»nmanders, Amrephel, 
Arioch, Chodorlaomer, and Tidal* These kings had laid 
waste all Syria, and overthrown the offspring of the g^ts. 
And when they were come over against Sodom, they pitched 
their camp at the vale called the S&mepUs, for at that time 
there were pits in that place ; but now, upon the destruction 
of the city of Sodom, tnat vale became the Lake AiphdUUia^ 
as it is called ; however, concerning this lake we shall speak 
more presently. Now when the Sodomites joined battle 
with the Ass^ans, and the fight was very obstinate, many of. 
them were killed, and the rest were earned captive ; among 
which captives was Lot, who had come to assist the Sodom- 
ites^ 
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CHAP. X. 

How Abram Jbught with the Assyrians, and overcame them^ 
and saved the Sodomite Prisoners, and took from the As* 
Syrians the Prey they had gotten, 

§ 1. Whex Abram heard of their calamity, he was at once 
afraid for Lot his kinsman, and pitied tne Sodomites, his 
friends and neighbours ; and thinking it proper to afford them 
assistance, he did not delay it, but marched hastily, and the 
fifth night fell upon the Assyrians, near Dan, for that is the 
name of the other spring of Jordan ; and, before they could 
arm themselves, he slew some as they were in their beds, be- 
fore they, could suspect any harm ; and others who were not 
yet gone to sleep, but were so drunk that they could not fiffht, 
run away. Abram pursued after them, till, on the second day, 
be drove them in a body unto Hoba, a place belonging to 
Damascus ^ and thereby demonstrated, that victory does not 
depend on multitude, and the number of hands, but the ala. 

a and courage of soldiers overcome the most numerous 
es of men, while he got the victory over so exeat an u'my 
with no more than three hundred and eighteen of his servants, 
and three of his friends ; but all those that fled returned home 
ingloriously. 

2. So Abram, when he had saved the captive Sodomites, 
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yAko had been taken by the Assyrians, and Lot also» his kins- 
man^^ returned home in peace. Now the king of Sodom met 
him at a certain place, which they called, Tfte icing's Daley 
where Melchisedec, king of the dty Salem, received him* 
That name signifies. Tie righieous King; and such he was, 
without dispute, insomuch that, on this account, he was made 
the priest of Grod ; however, they afterward called it Scikm 
Jerusalem. Now this Melcfaisedec supplied Abram'^s army 
in an hospitable manner, and gave them provisions in abun* 
dance; and as they were fe^isting, he began to praise him, and 
to bless God for subduing his enemies under him. And 
when Abram gave him the tenth part of his prey, he accepted 
of the gift, out the king of Sodom desir^ Abram to take 
the prey ; but entreated that he might have those men restored 
to him whom Abram had saved from the Assyrians, because 
they belonged to him. But Abram would not do so ; nor 
would make any other advantage of that prey, than what his 
.servants had eaten ; but still insisted, that he should afford a 
part to his friends that had asnsted him in the battle. The 
fint of them was called Esdiolj and then JEfinerj and Mambre. 
8. And God commended his virtue, and said» Thou shalt 
not however lose the rewards thou hast deserved to receive 
by such tliy glorious actions. He answered, And what advan- 
tage will it be to me to have such rewards, when I have none 
to enjoy them after me ? for he was Utherto childless. And 
God promised that he should have a son, and that his poste- 
rity snould be very numerous ; insomuch that their number 
should be like the stars. When he heard that, he offered a 
sacrifice to Grod, as he commanded him. The manner of the 
sacrifice was this :* He took an heifer of three years old, and 
a she-goat* of three years old, and a raim in like manner of 
three years old, and a turtledove, and a pigeon ; and, as he 
was enjoined, he divided the three former, but the birds he 
did not divide. After which, before he built his altar, wh^ e 
the birds of prey flew about as desirous of blood, a divine 
voice came to him, declaring that their neighbours, would be 
ffrevious to his posterity, when they should oe in Egypt, forj- 
KMur hundred years ; during whien time they should be at- 
dieted, but afterwards should overcome their enemies, should 
conquer the Canaanites in war, and possess themselves of 
their land and of their dties. 

* It is worth noting here, that God required no other sacrifice! under the 
kw of Moses dum what were taken ftmn these five kinds ot animals which 
ho here required of Abram. Nor did the Jews feed upon any other do-- 

ritic animals than the three here named, as Reland obscryea o& Anti^ 
iv, ch. iv, sect 4. 

f As to this affliction of Abraham^s posterity for 400 yeara, see Antiq. 
B. ii, eh. ix, sect 1. 
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4. Now Abram dwelt near the oak called Ojgyges; the 
place belongs to Canaan, not far from the city of Hebron. 
j^Ut beins uneasy at his wife^s barrenness, he entreated God 
to gfant uiat he might have male issue ; and God required of 
him to be of good coura^ ; and said, that he would add io 
all the rest of the benefits that be had bestowed upon him^ 
ever since he led him out of Mesopotamia, the gift of child^ 
ren. Accordingly, Sarai, at God's command, brought to his 
bed one of her handmaidens, a woman of Egjrptian descent, 
in order to obtain children by her; and when this handmaid 
was with child, she triumphed, and ventured to afiront Sarai, 
as if the dominion were to come to a son to be bom of her* 
But when Ahram resigned her into the hands of Sarai, to 
punish her, she contrived to fly away, as not able to bear the 
instances of Sarai's severity to her ; and she entreated God to 
have compassion on her. rfow a divine Angel met her, as she 
was going forward in the wilderness, and bid her return to 
her master and mistress, for if she would submit to that wise 
advice, she would live better hereafter ; for tliat the reason 
of her bdng in such a miserable case was this, that she had 
bead ungrateful and arrogant towards her mistress. He alfo 
told her, that if she disobeyed God, and went on still in her 
way, she should perish ; l>ut if she would return back, she 
^ould become the mother of a son who should reign over 
that country. These admonitions she obeyed, and returned 
to her master and mistress, and obtained forgiveness. A 
little while afterwards, she bare Ismael, which may be inter- 
preted. Heard qf God^ because God had heaard his mother's 
prayer. 

5. The fore-mentioned son was bom to Abram when he 
was eighty-six years old ; but when he was ninety-nine, God 
appeared to him, and promised him, that he should have a 
son by Sarai, and commanded that his name should be Isaac ; 
and snowed him, that from this son should spring great nations 
and kings, and that they should obtidn all the laiul of Canaan 
by war, from Sidon to Egypt. But he charged him, in or-* 
der to keep his posterity unmixed with others, that they shoulcl 
be circumcised in the flesh of their foreskin, and that th& 
should be done on the eighth Aay after they were bora ;4be 
reason of which circumcision I will explain in another place. 
And Abram inquiring also omceming Ismael, whether he 
should live or not, GoA signified to him, that be should live 
to be very c^d, and should be the father of great nations. 
Abram therefore ^ave thanks to God for these Uessings ; and 
th^ he, and all his family, and his son Ismael, were circum- 
cised immediately ; the son being that day thirteen years of 
age, and he ninety-nine. 
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CHAP. XI. 

ISoiw God overihrao the NoHan of the Sodomites, otUqfhis 
Wrath against them Jbr their Sins. 

§ 1. About this time the Sodomites grew proud» on account 
of their riches and great wealth ; they became unjust towards 
men, and impious towards God, insomuch that they did not 
call to mind the advantages they received from him ; they 
hated Grangers, and abused themselves with Sodomitical 
practices. Grod was therefore much displeased at them, and 
determined to punish them for their pride, and to overthrow 
their city, and to lay waste their country, until there should 
neither plant nor fruit grow out of it. 

S. Wnen God hicd thus resolved concerning the Sodomites, 
Abraham, as he sat by the Oak of Mambre, at the door of 
his tent, saw three angels; and thinking them to be strangers, 
he rose up, and saluted them, and desired they would accept 
of an entertiunment, and abide with him ; to which, when 
th^ agreed, he ordered cakes of meal to be made presently ; 
ana wheti he had slain a calf, he roasted it, and brought it 
to them, as they sat under the oak. Now they made a show 
of eating ; and besides, they asked him about his wife Sarah, 
where she was ? and when he said she was within, they said, 
they should come again hereafter, and find her become a 
mother. Upon which the woman laughed, and said, that it 
was impossible she should bear children, ainoe she was ninety 
years of age, and her husband was an hundred. Then they 
concealed themselves no* longer, but declared that they were 
angels of Grod ; and that one of them was sent to inform 
them about the child, and two of the overthrow of Sodom. 

8. When Abraham heard this, he was grieved for the 
Sodomites; and he rose up, and besought God for them, 
and entreated him, that he would not destroy the righteous 
with the wicked. And when God had replied, That there 
was no good man among the Sodomites ; for if they were 
but ten such men among them, he would not punish any of 
them for their sins, Abraham held his peace. And the 
an^ls came to the city of the Sodomites, and Lot en- 
treated them to accept of a lodging with him ; for he was 
a very generous ana hospitable man, and one that had 
learned to imitate the goodness of Abraham. Now when 
the Sodomites saw the young men to be of beautiful coun- 
tenances, and this to an extraordinary degree, and that they 
took up their lodgings with Lot, they resolved themselves 
to enjoy these beautiful boys by force and violence; and 
when Lot exhorted them to sobriety, and not to offer any 
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tlun^ inmiodeBt to the strangers, but to have r^ard to tbeir 
locUpng in his house ; and promised, that if their inclinations 
ooiud not be governed, he would expose his daughters to 
their lust, faistead of these strangers : ndther thus were they 
made ashamed. 

4. *But God was much displeased at their impudent beha. 
Tiour, so that he both smote those men with blindness, and 
condemned the Sodomites to universal destruction. But Lot, 
upon God^s informing him of the future destruction of tliue 
Sodomites, went away, taking with him his wife and daugh- 
t&rsj who were two, and still virgins ; for those that were be- 
trothed* to them were above the thoughts of going, and 
deemed that Lot'^s words were trifling. God men cast a 
thunderbolt upon the dtv, and set it on fire, with its inhabi- 
tants ; and laid waste tne country with the like burning, as 
I formerly said when I wrote the Jewish war.-|- But Lot^s 
wife contmually turning back to view the city, as she went 
from it, and bemg too nicely inquisitive what would become 
of it, although God had forbidden her so to do, was changed 
into a pillar of salt; I for I have seen it, and it remains at this 
day. Now he and his daughters fled to a certain small place, 
encompassed with the fire, and settled in it : It is to this day 
called 2Sour ; for that is the word which the Hebrews use for 
a small thing. There it was that he lived a miserable life, 
on account of his having no company, and his want of provi. 
aions. 

5. But his daughters thinking that all mankind were de- 
stroyed, approached to their famer,§ though takine care not 
to be perceived. This they did, that mankind might not ut- 

* Thcie ttmi'im-Iaw to Lot, is they ie called. Gen. ux, 17-14, might be 
10 etyled, becMiM they were betrothed to Lot*i daugfaten, though not yet masried 
to dMDi. See the note on Antiq. B. xiv, ch. xiii, tect. 1, toL 11 

^ Of the War^ B. i?, ch. viii, lect. 4> toL iL 

t ThkpUktr ifatU was, ve see here, ttan^Ung m the days of Joiephus, and 
he hod sectt it That it was ttandmg ffaca it abo attested by Ckmeiit of Rome, 
eoDianpomy with Josephna ; aa abothat it was ao io the neat ocntary, is attest* 
ed by mums, with the additioD of an hypothesb how it came to last so long, 
with an its members enthfc— Whether the aooount that some modem trardleis 
givo.ba trse, that it is stiU standmg, I do not know. Its remote sitnatioii, at the 
utmost sovthsmpoiiyt of the sea of Sodom, in the wild and dangerous deserts of 
Anbi% mate it exoeedhig difficttk iiv infuisitive tra?dlen to examine the plaoi ; 
and te edmmon reports of country people, at a distance, they are not rery satis- 
lactoiy. In the meantime, I hare no opinion of Le Clerk*s dissertation or hy- 
wthesis about this qucotioii, whidi can only be determined by cye-witncMea. 
When GfaibtiaB priMSy so called, Uy aside their ibolish and uodiristian wars 
and qoancls, and send a body of fit penons to travel ores the East, and^ning na 
fiuthfnl accounts of aU ancient monuments, and procure us copies of aO ancient 
reooida, at nreaent loet among us, we may hope for full satitfiictkn in such hi- 
yiiri fs , but haidhr before. 

S I see no proper wicked intention m these daughters of Lot, when in acase 
wl&h mpjftntd to them of unaroidable neecsnty, they procured themsdTcs to be 

TOL. I. n 
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terly fail : and they bare aons ; the son of the elder was nanw 
ed Moakj which denotes one derived Jrom Ms Jbiher ; the 
younger bare Ammon^ which name denotes one derived Jhom 
a kinsman. The former of whom was the father of the 
Moabites, which is even still a great nation ; the latter was 
the father of the Ammonites ; and both of them are inhabi- 
tants of Celesyria. And such was the departure of Lot 
from among the Sodomites. 



«^««'«««« 



CHAP. XII. 

C&ncemijlg Jbimelech ; and concerning Ismael the Sofi a/* 
Abraham ; and concerning the Arabians^ which were his 
Posterity. 

LI. Abraham now removed to Gerar of Palestine, leading 
rah along with him, under the notion of his sister, umng 
the like dissimulation that he had used before, and this out 
of fear; for he was afraiid of Abimelech, the king of that 
(country, who did also himself fall in love with Sarah, and 
was disposed to corrupt her ; but he was restrained from sa* 
dsfying his lust by a dangerous distemper which befell him 
from God. Now wb<^ his physicians despaired of curing 
him, he fell a&leq), and saw a dream, warning him not to 
ld)U8e the stranger^s wife ; and when he recovered, he told 
his friends that God had inflicted that disease upon him, by 
way of punishment for his injury to the stranger ; and in or« 
der to preserve the chastity m his wife, for mat s^ did not 
accompany him as his sister, but as his legitimate wife ; and 
that Crod nad promised to be gracious to him for the time to 
come, if this person be once secure of his wife^s chastity. 
When he had said this, by the advice of his friends, he sent 
for Abraham, and bid him not be concerned about his wife, 
or fear the corruption of her chastity; for that God took 
care of him, and tliat it was by his providence that he re* 
ceived his wife i^in, without her suffering any abuse. And 
he appealed to God, and to his wife^s conscience ; and said, 
that ne had not any inclination at first to enjoy her, if he had 
known she was his wife ; but since, said he, thou ledst her 
about as thy sister, I was guilty of no oSence. He also en- 

with child by their father. Without sudi ui anavoidaUe necessity, incest is an 
horrid crime ; bat, whether in such a case of necessity, as they ajmr^ended this 
to be aeeording to Josephus, it was any such oime, I am not sadsfied. In tlie 
meantime, they making tlieir father drunk, and their solicitous conoeafanent of 
what they did from hixn, shows that they despaired of persuading him to an ac- 
tion, which, at the best, could not but be very suspicious and shocking to so good' 
aman. 
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treated hiia to be iU peace iritb him ; and to make God pro« 

G'tiout to him ; and that if he thought fit to continue with 
m, be should have what he wanted in abundance,; but that 
if he dengned to go away, he should be honourably conduct. 
cd, and have whatsoever supply he wanted when he came 
thither. Upon his saying this, Abraham told him, that his 
pretence of kindred to his wife was no lie, because she was 
tus brother'*! daughter; and that he did not think himself 
safe in his travels abroad without this sort of dissimulation; 
and that he was not the cause of his distemper, but was only 
soUcitous for his own safety ; he said also, that he was ready 
to stay with him. Whereupon Abimelech assigned him land 
and money ; and they covenanted to live together without 
guile, and took an oath at a certain well, cafied Beersheba^ 
which may be interpreted, The well of the oath ; and so it is 
named by the people of the country unto this day. 

2. Now in a little time Abraham had a son by Sarah, as 
God had foretold to him, whom he named /aooc, which aig- 
nifie« laughter. And indeed they so called «him, because 
Sarah lauded when God^ said she should bear a son, she 
not expectmg such a thing, as being past the age of diild-. 
bearing, for she was ninety years old, and Abralmm an hun- 
dred ; ao that this son was bom to them both in the last year 
of jeAcb of those decimal numbers. And they circumcised 
him iipbQ the eighth day ; and from that time the Jews con. 
tinue the custom of drcumciaing their sons within that nunu 
ber of days. But as for the Arabians, they circumcise after 
the thirteenth year, because Ismael, the founder of their na- 
tion, who was bom to Abraham of the concubine, was cir- 
cumdsed at that age ; concerning whom I will presently give 
a par&ular account with great exactness. 
. 8. As for Sarah, she at first loved Ismael, who Was hortt 
of her own handmaid Hagar, with an affection not inferior to 
that of her own son, for he was brought up in order to suc- 
ceed in the* government ; but when she herself had borne 
Isaac, she was not willing that Ismael should be brought up 
with him^ as being too old for him, and able to do him ii^u- 
ries, when thar father should be dead ; she therefore per- 
suaded Abraham to send him and his mother to some distant 
country. Now, at the first, he did not agree to what Sarah 
was so seaious for, and thought it an instance of the greatest 

* It k well worth obNnratkm, that Jotephoi here oilb thst principBl angd 
who i^ipMied to Abraham, and foretold the birth of laaae, directly God ; wluch 
langiiagt' of Joscphus^a here,' prepares us to believe those other expressions of his, 
that JesMM teai a wite man^ if it he lawful to call him a man^ Antiq. B. xytH^ 
chi^ 3, seet. 8, toI. ti, and of God the Word^ in his homilj concerning Hades, 
naaj be berth gsnnine. Nor h the other expression of divine angel, used present^ 
ly, and befisre dso, of aoy other tigDlfioatkm. 
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barbarity to send away a young diild^ and a woman, inipro« 
vided of necessaries: out at leneth he agreed to it, because 
Grod was pleased with what Sanui had determined ; so he de* 
livered Ismael to his mother, as not yet able to go by him« 
self; and commanded her to take a bottle of water and a loiaf 
of bread, and so to depart, and to take necessity for her 

Slide. But as soon as her necessary provisions fSiiled, she 
und hersdf in an eril case ; and when the wator was almost 
spent, she laid the young child, who was ready to exjnre, 
under a fir-tree,^ and went on farther, that so he^ might die 
while she was absent. But a divine angel came to her, and. 
told her of a fountfun hard by, and bid her take care, and 
bring up the child, because she should be very happy by the 
preservation of Ismad. She then took courage, upon the 
prospect of what was promised her, and meetinc; with some 
shepnerds,. by their care she got clear of the distresses she 
had been in. 

4. When the lad was grown up, he married a wife, by 
Urth an Egyptian, from whence the mother was herself de« 
rived originally. Of this wife ware bom to Ismael twelve 
sons, Nabaioth, Kedar, Abdeel, Mabsam, Idumas, Masmaos^ 
Manos, Chodad, Theman, Jetur, Naphesus, Cadmas. These 
inhabited all the countiy from Euphrates to the Red Sea, and 
called it Nahaiene, They are an Arabian nation, and name 
thdr tribes fitmi these, both because of their own virtue and 
because of the dignity of Abraham their fiither. 
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CHAR XlII. 

Conceminff IsaaCj the legitimate Son of Abraham* 

S 1. Now Abraham greatly loved Isaac, as being his \onh/ 
oegotten^'\' and given to him at the borders of old age, by the 

fiiTour c^ God. The child also endeared himself to his pa- 

• 

* Joiephiui here caUs Ismael a young chUd or it^nij though he Ww above 
13 ycaia of age ( at Jndaa calla hfaioaelf and hb bredirte young nuuy when lie 
waa 47, and he had two cfaOdxen, AnCiq. B. ii, diap. ri, aecL S, and thqr were 
of much the same age aa ii a damad of 12 yeait old called a Uitle chiUj Maris 
▼» 39-42, fire lereiiil tfanek Herod abo ii said by Josephus to be a very youmg 
WHMatSS. 8ee the note on Antiq. B. xi?, diap. iz, seet 2, toI. H; andoftte 
Wac, B. i, diap. x, voL in. And Antolrahia is styled a very iMe ehUd at IS 
yean of age, Antiq. B. xr, ch. ii, lect. 6, 7, voL iL Domitian is also called by 
hhn a very young ehUd^ when he went on his German expedition, at about 18 
year8ofage,oftheWar,B.Tii,Gh.iv, Beet,2,ToLiT. SomsoD's wife, and Buth, 
when they were widows, are called children^ Antiq. B. ▼, cfa. viii, sect. 6, and di. 
ix, sect. 2, 3. 

t Note, that both here, and Heb. xi, 17, Iisac is caUed Abraham's only fo« 
gotten #o«, thou^ he at the aame time had another eon, Ismad. The Septua- 
gint expresses the true meaning, by nodering the text the beloved ton. 
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rents still more by the exerdse of every virtue, and adhering 
lo his duty to his parents, and being zealous in the worship 
of God. Abraham also placed his own happiness in this 
prospect, that when he should die, he should leave this his 
8on,m a safe and secure condition ; which accordingly he ob- 
tained by the will of God ; who being desirous to make an 
experimeDt of Abraham^s religious dispo^tion towards him- 
seu, appeared to him, and *< enumerated all the blessings he 
had bertowed on him ; how he had made him superior to his 
enemies, and that his son Isaac, who was the principal part 
of his present hapmness, was derived from him ; and he said, 
that he required tnis son of his as a sacrifice and holy obla- 
tion.^ Accordingly he commanded him to carry him to the 
mountain Moriah, and to build an altar, and ofier him for a 
burnt-offering upon it ; for that this would best mimifest his 
religious disposition towards him, if he preferred what was 
pleasing to God before the preservation of his own son. 

S. Now Abraham thought that it was not ri^t to disobey 
God in any thing, but that he was obliged to serve him in 
{very circumstance of life, since all creatures that live enjoy 
their life by his providence, and the kindness he bestows on 
Ibem. Accordingly he concealed this command of God, and 
his own intentions about the slaughter of his son, from 1^ 
wife, as also from every one of his servants ; otherwise he 
should have been hindered from his obedience to Grod ; and 
he took Isaac, together with two of his servants, and laying 
what things were necessary for a sacrifice upon an ass, he 
went away to the mountain. Now the two servants went 
along with him two days ; but, on the third day, as soon as 
he saw the mountain, ne left those servants that were with 
him till then in the plain, and having his son alone with him, 
he came to the mountain. It was that mountain upon which 
King David afterwards built the temple.* Now they had 
brought with them every thing necessary for a sacrifice, ex* 
oqpting the animal that was to be offered only. Now Isaac 
was twenty-five years old. And as he was building the al* 
tar, he asked his father, ^< What he was about to offer, since 
thoe was no animal there for an oblation ?^ To which it was 
answered, ^' That God would provide himself an oblation, 
he being able to make a plentiful provision for men out of 
what they have not, and to deprive others of what they al«. 

* Hen w A plain error in the copic^ vhich sa j, that King David afterwaidi 
biuH the temple on this mount Moriah, while it was certainly no other than 
King ;)okmion who built that temple, as indeed Procopius cites it from Jose^ua. 
For It was for certain David, and not Solomon, who built the JInt altar ttiere, 
M we leuk), 9 8am. uiv, 18, iu* 1 Chron. xxi, 82, && ; and Antiq. B. vil, 
A xiil, iect» 4, vdL i. . 
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* ready have, wheti thc^ put too much trust therein ; that, 
thcr^ore, if God pleased to be present and pr^dous at this 
gaciifice, he would provide himself an oblation. 

3. As soon as the altar was prepared, and Abraham had 
laid on the wood, and all things were entirely ready, he^aaid 
to his son, << O son, I poured out a Vast number ci pr ay era 
that I might have thee for my son ; when thou wast come 
into the world, there was noUiing that could contribute to 
Ay support, for which I was not ffreatly solicitous, nor any 
ihmg wherein I thought myself happier than to see thee 
ATown up to man^s estate, mia that I mi^ht leave thee at my 
death the successor to my dominion ; but since it was by 
God^s will that I became thy father, and it is now his will 
that I relinquish thee, bear this consecration to God with k 
generous Hiind ; for I resign thee up to God, who has thought 
m now to require this testimony of honour to himself, on ac» 
count of the favours he hath conferred on me, in bmng to 
me a supporter and defender. Accordingly thou, my son, 
ink now die, not in any common way of going out of the 
world, but sent to Grod the Father of all men beforehand, by 
tby own father, in the nature of a sacrifice I suppose lie 
khroks thee worthy to get clear of this world, neither by a 
duease, nather bv war, nor by any other severe way, by 
wnich death usually comes upon men, but so that he will re- 
ceive thy soul with prayers and holy offices of relijnon, and 
wilt place thee near to himself, and diou wilt there oe to me 
a suocourer, a supporter in my old age ; on which account I 
principally brought thee up, and thou wilt thereby procure 
me God tor my comforter instead of thyself.^ 

4. Now Isaac was of such a generous dispotttion as be- 
came the son of such a father, and was pleased with this dis- 
course ; and said, << That he was not worthy to be bom at 
first, if he should reject the determination of &od and of hia 
father, and should not resign himself up readily to both their 
pleasures ^ since it would have been unjust if he had not 
obeyed, even if his father alone had so resolved.^ So he 
went immediately to the altar to be sacrificed. And the 
deed had been done if God had not opposed it ; for he called 
knidly to Abraham by his name, and lorbade him to slay bis 
aon, and said, ^' It was not out of a desire of human blood 
that he was commanded to slay his son, nor was he willing 
that he should be taken away from him whom he had made 
his fatlier, but to try the temper of his mind, whether he 
would be obedient to such a command. Since, therefore, he 
now was satisfied as to that his alacrity, and the surprising 
readiness he showed in this his piety ; he was delisted in 
having bestowed such blessings upon him ; and that be would 
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not be wanting in all sort of concern about him, and in be- 
stowing other children upon him ; and that his son should 
live to a very great age ; that he should live a happy life, 
and bequeath a large prindpalitv to his children, who should 
begood^and legitimate.^ He foretold also, that his family 
should increase into many nations ; and that those * pati^ 
archs should leave behind them an everlasting name ; that 
they should obtain the possession at the land of Canaan, and 
be envied by all men. When G6d had sud this, he produ^ 
ced to them a ram, which did not appear before, for the sacri- 
fice. So Abraham and Isaac, receivmg each .other unexpected- 
ly, and having obtidned the promises of such great blessings, 
embraced one another ; and when they had sacrificed, they 
Ireturned to Sarah, and lived happily together, God affording 
them his assistahce in all things tiiey desired. 
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CHAP. XIV. 



€)oncemihg Sarahs Abraham^s Wifk^ and haw she ended her 

Days. 

fl. Now Sarah died a little while after, having lived one 
undred and twenty-seven years. They buried her in He- 
bron; the Canaanites pubhdy allowing them a burying- 
place : which piece of ground Abraham bought for four hun- 
dred shekels,- of Ephron, an inhabitant of Hebron. And 
both Abraham and his descendants built themselves sepul- 
chres in that place. 

* It teems, both here and in God*8 panlld Uening to Jacob, chap, xix, secL 
1, dMt Joiephns had yet no notion of Uie hidden meaning of that most important 
and most eminent promise, *•*• In thy seed nhall all the fiunilies of the earth be 
Uesied. He saith not of seeds, as of many, but as of one ; and to thy seed, 
vhich is Christ*s.** GaL iii, 16. N«r is it any wonder, he being, I think, as 
▼eC, not a Christian. And had he been a Christian, yet since he was, to be sure, 
UQ tlie httcr part of his life, no more than an Ebionite ChriMian, who, above aO 
the apostles, rejected and despised St. PmiI, it would be no grc«t wonder if be 
did not now follow his interpretation. In the meantime, we have in effect SU 
PaoTs eipoBition in the Testament of Reuben, sect 6, in Authent Rec. part i, 
|i. 30t, who chazges his sons *' to worship the seed of Judah, who should die 
for than in visible and imrisible wars ; and should be among them an eternal 
King.** Nor is that observation of a learned foreigner of my acquaintance to b^ 
deqSsed, who takes notice, that as seeds in the plural must signify posterity^ so 
teed:^ in the singular, may signify either posterity or a single person ; and that in 
-this promise of all nations being happy in the seed of Abraham, or Isaac, or Ja» 
cob, &c it is almiys used in the singular. To which I shall add, that it is 
sometimes, as it were, paraphrased by the son of Abraham, the son of David, 
&<* whi«b is capable oT ho Boeb amUgttity, 
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CHAP. XV. 

How the Notion of the Ttiglo^tes were derivedjrom Jbrtu 

ham hf Keturah. 

§ 1. Abraham, after this, married Eeturah, by whom ox 
SODS were bom to him, men of courage and of sagadoua 
minds ; Zambran, and Jazar, and Madan, and Madian, and 
Josabalc, and Sous. Now the sons of Sous were, Sabathan, 
and Dadan. The sons of Dadan were, Latusim, and Assur, 
and Luom. The sons of Madian were, Ephas and Ophren, 
and Anoch, and Elndas, and Eldas. Now for all these sons^ 
and grandsons, Abraham contrived to settle them in colo- 
nies; and they took possession of Troglodytes, and the 
country of Arabia the Hapm^ as far as it reaches to the Red 
Sea. It is related of this Ophren, that he made war against 
Libya, and took it, and that his grandchildren, when they 
inhabited it, called it from his name Ajrica. And indeed 
Alexander Polyhistor gives his attestation to what I here 
say, who mpeaks thus: Cleodemus * the prophet, who was 
also called MakhuSj who wrote an history of the Jews, in 
agreement with the history of Moses, their legislator, relates, 
that there were many sons born to Abraham by Keturah : 
nay, he names three of them, Apher, and Surim, and Japh- 
ran. That from Surim was the land of Asimia denominat- 
ed; and that from the other two, Apher and Japbram,. the 
country of Africa took its name^ because these men were 
auxiliaries to Hercules, when he fought against Libya and 
Antseus ; and that Hercules married Aphra's daughter, and 
of her he besat a son, Diodorus ; and that Sophron was his 
son, from whom that barbarous people called Scphacian^ 
were denominated.^ 

CHAP. XVI. 

How Isaac took Rebeka to Wife. 

§ 1. Now when Abraham, the father of Isaac, had resolved 
to take Rebeka, who was granddaughter to his brother Na- 
hor, for a wife to his son Isaac, who was then about forty 
years old, he sent the ancientest of his servants to betroth 
ner, after he had obliged him to ^ve him the strongest as. 
surances of his fidelity. Which assurances were given after 
the manner followmg : They put eadi other's hands under 
each other's thishs, then they called upon Grod as the witness 
of what was to be done. He also sent such presents to those 
that were there, as were in esteem, on account that they ^ther 
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nrely or never were seeu in that country. The servant got 
thither not under a considerable time ; for it requires much 
time to pass through Mesopotamia, in which it is tedious 
travelling) both in winter for the depth of the clay, and in 
tumm^ for want of water ; and besides this, for the robberies 
there committed, which are not to be avoided by travellers 
but by caution beforehand. However, the servant came to 
Itaran. And when he was in the suburbs, he met a consider- 
able number of maidens goin^ to the water ; he therefore 
prayed to Grod, that Rebeka might be found among them, or 
lier whom Abraham sent him as his servant to espouse to his 
SOD, in case his will were that this marriage should be con- 
summated ; and that she mifht be made known to him by 
the sign, that while others denied him water to drink, she 
miflfat ^ve it him. 

S. With this intention he went to the well, and desired the 
maidens to give him some water to drink ; but while the 
others refusra, on pretence that they wanted it all at home, 
and could spare none for him, one only of the company re- 
buked them for their peevish behaviour towards the stran- 
ger ; and said. What is there that you will ever communicate 
to any body, who have not so much as given the man some 
water ? She then offered him water in an obliging manner. 
And now he began to hope that his grand affair would suc- 
ceed ; but desiring still to know the truth, he commended 
her for her generosity and good nature, that she did not 
scruple so afford a sufficiency of waiter to those that wanted 
it, though it cost her some pains to draw it ; and asked who 
were her parents, and wished them joy of such a daughter ; 
and mayest thou be espoused, said he, to their satisfaction, 
into the family of an aereeable husband, and bring him legi- 
timate children. Nor aid she disdain to satisfy his inquiries, 
but told him her family. They, says she, call me Rebeka ; 
my father was Bethuel, but he is dead ; and Laban is my bro- 
ther, and, together with my mother, takes care of all our fa- 
mily aflairs, and is the guardian of my virffinity. When the 
servant heard this, he was very glad at what had happened, 
and at what was told him, as perceiving that God had thus 
plainly directed his journey ; and producing his bracelets 
and .some other ornaments, which it was esteemed decent for 
▼irgins to wear^ he gave them to the damsel, by way of ac- 
knowledgment, and as a reward for her . kindness' in giving 
him water to drink ; saying, it was but just that she should 
have them, because she was so much more obliging than any 
of the rest. She desired also that he would come and lodge 
with them, since the approach of the night gave him not 
time to proceed further. And producing his predous oma- 
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ments for women, he said, he desired to trust them to none 
more safely than to such as she had showed herself to be ; 
and that he believed he might guess at the humanity of her 
mother and brother, that they would not be displeased, from 
the virtue he found in her, for he would not be burdAisome, 
but would pay the hire tac his entertainment, and spend his 
own money. To which she replied, that he suessed ri^t 
as to the humanity of her parents ; but complamed, that he 
should think than so parsimonious as to take money ; for that 
he should have all on free cost. But she said, she would 
first inform her brother Laban, and, if he gave her leave, she 
would conduct him in. 

3. As soon then as this was over, she introduced the stran^ 
ger ; and for the camels, the servants of Laban brought them 
m, and took care of them, and he was himself brought in to 
supper by Laban. And after supper, he says to him, and to 
the mother of the damsel, addressing himself to her, «< Abnu 
ham is the son of Terah, and a kinsman of yours, for Na- 
hor, the grandfather of these children, was the brother of 
Abraham, by both father and mother ; upon which account 
he hath sent me to you, being desirous to take this damsel 
for his son to wife. Ue is his legitimate son ; and is brought 
up as his only heir. He could indeed have had the most 
happy of all the women in that country for him, but he 
woiud not have his son marry any of them ; but out of regard 
to his own relations, he deored him to match here, whose 
affection and inclination I would not have you despise; for it 
was by the good pleasure of Grod, that oth^r accidents fell 
out in my journey, and that tha^byl lighted upon your daugb- 
ter, and your house ; for when I was near to the city I saw a 
great many maidens coming to a well, and I prayed that I 
might meet with this damsel, which ha^ come to pass accord- 
ingly. Do you therefore confirm that marriage, whose es» 
poUsals have been already made by a divine appearance ; and 
show the respect you have for Abraham, who hath sent me 
with so mucn solicitude, in giving your consent to the mar- 
riage of this damtiel.*" Upon this they understood it to be 
the will of God, and greatly approved of the offer, and sent 
their daughter, as was desired. Accordingly Isaac married 
her, the inheritance being now come to him ; for the children 
by Keturah were gone to their own remote habitations. 
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CHAP. xvir. 

Concemviig ilie Death qfJbraham. 

§ 1. A LiTTLK while after this Abraham died. He was a 
nan of incomparable virtue, and honoured by God in a man- 
ner agreeable to his piety towards him. The whole time of 
his life was one hunared seventy and five years ; and he was 
buried in Hebron, with his wife Sarah, by their sons Isaac 
and IsmaeL 
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CHAP. XVIII. 



Concemitig the Sons of Isaacs flaau and Jacob. Of their 

Nativity and Education. 

8 1. Now Isaac^s wife proved with child,* after the death of 
Abraham ; and when tier belly was greatly burdened, Isaac 
was very anxious, and inquired of God, who answered. That 
Rebeka should bear twins ; and that two nations should take 
the names of those sons ; and that he who appeared the se- 
oood, should excel the elder. Accordingly she, in a little 
time, as Crod liad foretold, bare twins ; the elder of whom, 
from his head to his feet, was very rough and hairy ; but the 
younger took hold of his heel as they were in the birth. 
Now the father loved the elder, who was called Esau^ a name 
agreeable to his roughness^ for the Hebrews call such an 
hurv fxmghnesSyjr [£sau or] Seir ; but Jacob the younger 
was best &loved oy his mother. 

2. When there was a famine in the land, Isaac resolved to 
so into E^pt, the land there being good ; but he went to 
&erar, as God commanded him. Here Abimelech the king 
received him, because Abraliam had formerly lived with him, 
mid had been his friend. And as in the beginning he treat- 
ed him exceeding kindly, so he was hindered from continu- 
ing in the same disposition to the end, by his envy at him ; 
ibr when he saw that God was with Isaac, and took such 
great care of him, he drove him away from him. But Isaac, 
when he saw how envy had changed the temper of Abime* 
lech, retired to a place called The VaUey, not far from Gre- 
rar ; and as he was digging a well, the shepherds fell upon 
him, and began to fidit, in order to hinder the work, and be- 
cause he dia not desire to contend, the shepherds seemed to 

* The birth of Jacob and Esau is here said to be itfter AhrdhanCt death ; it 
should have been tifUr SarahU death. The order of the namtion in Oenesis, 
not always exactly acoordii^ to the order of time, seems to have led Josephus 
into it, as Dr. Bonard obexes here. 

"I* For Seir ia Josqphua, the cohocnoe requires that we read Emu or Seir^ 
which sigmfy the same thing. 
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get the better of him : so he Btill retired, and dug another 
well ; and when certain other shepherds of Abimeleoi^s b^an 
to offer him violence, he left that also, and still retired, thus 

Surchasing security to himself by a rational and prudent con. 
uct . At length the king gave nim leave to dig a well with- 
out disturbance. He named this' well Rehoboih^ which de- 
notes a large space ; but of the former wells, one was called 
Emxn^ which denotes ^rj^, the other Siienna^ which name 
signifies enmity. 

S. It was. now that Isaac^s affairs increased, and his power 
was in a flourishing condition ; and this from his great riches. 
But Abimelech thinking Isaac throve in opposition to him, 
while their living together made them suspicious of each 
odier, and Isaac s retiring showing a secret enmity also, he 
was afrud that his former friendship with Isaac would not se- 
cure him, if Isaac should endeavour to revenge the injuries 
he had formerly (^ered him ; he therefore renewed his friend- 
ship with him, and brought with him Philoc, one of his ge- 
nerals. And when he had obtained every thing he desired 
by reason of Isaac^s good nature, who preferred the earlier 
friendship Abimelech had showed to himself and his father 
to his later wrath against him, he returned home. 

4. Now when Esau, one of the sons of Isaac, whom the 
fisther iNrincipally loved, was now come to the age of forty 
years, he married Adah, the daughter of Helon and Ahoh- 
bamah, the daughter of Esebeon ; which Helon and Esebeon 
were great lords among the Canaanites, thereby taking upon 
hims^ the authority, and pretending to have dominion over 
his own marriages, without so much as asking the advice of 
his father; for had Isaac been the arbitrator, he had not 
given him leave to marry thus, for he was not pleased with 
contracting any alliance with the people of that country ; but 
not caring to be uneasy to his son, by commanding mpi to 
put away these wives, he resolved to be silent. 

5. But when he was old, and could not see at all, he called 
Esau to him, and told him, that besides his blindness, and 
the disorder of his eyes, his very old age hindered him from 
his worship of God [by sacrifice ;] he bid him therefore to go 
out a hunting, and when he had caught as much venison as 
he could, to prepare him a supper,* that after this he might 
make supplication to God, to be to him a supporter and an 

* This supper of taxxmry mcat^ as we call it, Gen. xxtu, 4, to be caii^t by 
buntiDg, wan intended plainly tot a fierti?al or a aao i fice, and upon the prayers 
that were frequent at sacrifices. Isaac expected, as was then usual in such emi. 
nent cases, that a divine impulse would come upon him, in order to the solemn 
blessing of his son there present, and his foitdttng Ins ftiture behavioar and for- 
tune. Whence it must be, that when Inac had unwittiii^ biased Jacob, and 
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•aister, during thewEole tune of his life; saying, that it was 
uneertain when he should die, and that he yras desirous, fay 
' praTers for him, to procure beforehand, God to be merciful 
to him. 

6. Accordingly Esau went out a hunting. But Rebeka* 
thinking it proper to have the supplication made for obtaining 
the favour of Utxi to Jacob, and that without the consent <» 
Isaac, bid him kill kids of the goats, and prepare a supper. 
So Jacob obeyed his mother, according to all her instruc«> 
tions. Now when the supper was got ready, he took a goat^s 
skin, and put it about his arm, that by reason of its hairy 
roughness, he miffht, by his father, be bdieved to be Esau; 
for they bang twins, and in all things else alike, differed only 
in this thing. This was done out of his fear, that before 
his father had made his supplications, he should be caught 
in his evil practice, and lest he should, on the contrary, pro- 
voke his fiather to curse him. So he brought in the supper 
to his father. Isaac perceiving, by the peculiarity ot his 
voice, who he was, called his son to him, who gave him his 
hand, which wto covered with the goat^s skin. When Isaac 
felt that, he said, ^< Thy voice is like the voice of Jacob, yet 
because of the thickness of thy hair, thou seemest to be 
Esau.^ So suspecting no deceit, he eat the suppei;^ and be- 
took himself to his prayers and intercessions with God ; and 
said, ^ O Lord of all ages, and Creator of all substance ; fcnr 
it was thou that didi# propose to my father great jdenty of 

Eod things, and hast vouchsafed to bestow on me what I 
ve: and hast promised to my posterity to be their kind 



__ aftcrwaid made sensible of his mistmke, yet did he not attempt to alter It, 
haw eancstlj soever his aActioD for Esan mig^t incline him to wisn it might be 
altered, becseose he knew that this blessing came not from himadf bat fiom Ood, 
and that an alteration was out of his power. A second afflatus then came upon 
him, and enabled him to foretell £sau*s future bduviour and fortune also. 

* Whether Jacob or his mother Rebeka were most Uameable in this imposi- 
tion npon Isaac in his old age, I cannot determine. However, the blessing being 
ddivered aa a prediction of ftiture events, by a divine impulse, and fbretelliqg 
tliingii to be&l to Ae posterity of Jacob and Esau, in future ages, was fbr cer* 
tain prarvidential ; and according to what Rebeka knew to be the purpose of God, 
when be answered her inquiry, '< before the children were bom.** Gen. xxv, S3, 
**tkai out people should be stvoager than the other neople ; and the eUcr, E$am^ 
aheald a«rve we younger, Jacoh,** Whether Isaac knew or remembered this dd 
orada, deltvwed in our copies only to Rebeka ; or whether, if he knew and re- 
m e inb tted H, he dM not endeavour to alter die Divine determination, out of his 
tadaesa Air his elder and worser son Esau, to the damage of his younger and 
biltflr aon Jacob ; as Joscphus elsewhere suj^potes, Antiq. B. ii, cb^i. vii, sect. 8| 
I cannot oerumly say. If so, this might tenq^ Rebeka to contrive, and Jacob 
to pat this imposition upon him. However, Josephus says here, that it was 
Isaac, and not Ksbeka, who inquired of God sit first, and received the fbicmcB. 
tkmed orade, sect. 1, which, if it be the true reading, rmden Isaac*s procedure 
more inexcusable. Nor was it probable any thing dse that so much encouraged 
Esan fonnerly to marry two Canaanitish wives, without his parents* consent, as 

lMac*s unhappy ftmdncss for him. 
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supporter, and to bestow on them stiu greater bleasingB ; do 
thou therelbre oqnfirm these thy prcHnifles, and do not oiver* 
look me, because of my present^weak condition, on account' 
of which I most earnestly pray to thee. Be gracious to this 
my son ; and preserve him, and keep him mm every thing 
that is evil. Give him a happy life, and the possession of as 
many good things as thy power is able to bestow. Make him 
terriDle to lus enemies, and honourable and beloved among 
his friends.^ 

7. Thus did Isaac pra^ to God, thinking his prayers had 
beoi made for Esau, lie had but just finished them, when 
Esau came \n from hunting. And when Isaac perceived his 
nfiirfiily he was mlent ; but Esau reauired that he might be 
made partaker of the like blessing trom his father that his 
brother had partook of; but his father refused it, because all 
his prayers had been spent upon Jacob : so Esau lamented 
die mistake. However, nis father being grieved at. his weep* 
ing, said. That ^< he ^ould excel in hunting, and stren^gth 
of body ; in arms, and all such sorts of work ; and should 
obtain glory for ever on those accounts, he and his posterity 
after hmi ; but still should serve his brother.^ 

& Now the mother delivered Jacob, when she was afraid 
that his lyother would inflict some punishment upon him, be< 
cause of die mistake about the prayers of Isaac ; for she perp 
suaded her husband to take a wife for Jacob out of Mesopo- 
tamia, of her own kindred, Esau having married already. 
Basemmath, the daughter of Ismael, without his fiEOher^s con- 
maty for Isaac did not like the Canaanites, so that he disapr 
proved of Esau^s former marriages, whidi made him take 
ftbisemmath to wife, in order to please him ; and indeed he 
had a great affection for her. 
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CHAP. XIX. 



Copuxming JacoS^s Flight into JHesopotamiOj by Reason qf 

the Fear he was in of his Brother, 

§ 1. Now Jacob was sent by his mother to Mesopotamia, in 
order to marry Laban her brother^s daughter, (which mar- 
riage was permitted by Isaac on account of his obsequious- 
ness to the desires of his wife ;) and he accordingly journeyed 
throi^h the land of Canaan ; and because he hated the peo- 
le oi that country, he would not lodge with any of them^ 
t took up his lodging in the open air, and laid his head on 
a heap of stones, that he had gathered together. At which 
time ne saw in his sleep such a vision standing by him ; he 
seemed to see a ladder that reached from tne earth unto 
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beaveo, and pennns descsending down the ladder, that 8eem<» 
ed more excellent than human ; and at last Grod himself stood 
above it, and was plamly visible to him, who calling him by 
his name, npeke to him these words : 

S. <« O Jacob, it is not fit for thee, who art the son of a 
good father, and grandson of one who had obtained a groat 
reputation for his eminent virtue, to be dejected at thy pre* 
sent drcumstances, but to hope for better times, for tnou 
shalt have great abundance of all good things, by my assist* 
ance; for I brought Abraham hiuer, out of Mesopotamia^ 
when he was driven away by his kinsmen ; and I rnadt thy 
fiither a happy man : nor will I bestow a lesser d^ree of 
happiiiess on thyself. Be of good courage therefore, and 
under my conduct proceed on this thy journey, for the mar* 
riage thou goest so zealously about shall be consummated. 
And thou wait have diildren of good characters, but their 
multitude shall be innumerable ; and they ishall leave what 
they have to a still more numerous posterity, to whom, and 
to whose posterity, I ^ve the dominion of all the land, and 
their posterity afaiall fill the entire earth and sea, so far as the 
sun bdiolds them ; but do not«diou fear any danger, nor be 
afraid of the many labours thou must undergo, for oy my pro* 
videnee I will durect thee what thou art to do in the time 
present, and still much more m the time to come.^ 

8. Such w^re the predictions which Grod made to Jacob. 
Whereupon he became very joyful at what he had seen and 
heard, and he poured oil on tlie stmies, because on them the 
predictioo of such great bmefits was made. He also vowed 
a vow, that he woukl offer sacrifices upon them, if he lived 
and returned safe ; and if he came again in such a conditioo^ 
be would give the tithe of what he bad gotten to Qod. He 
also judged the place to be honoiurable, and gave it the name 
of mthel, which, in the Greek, is interpret!^ The houge qf 
God. 

4. So he proceeded on his journey to Mesopotaipia, and at 
length came to Haran ; and meetmg with shepherds in the 
subuibe, with boys grown up, and maidens sitting about a 
certain well, he stayed with them, as wanting water to drink; 
and begimung to discourse with them, he asked them whether 
they knew such an one as Laban ? and whether he was still 
oHve? Now they all said they knew him, for he was not so 
inoonaiderable a person as to be unknown to any of them i 
and that his daughter fed her fathcr^s flock together with 
them ; and that, indeed, they wondered that she was not yet 
come, for by her means thou mightest learn more exactlv 
whatever thou desirest to know ^bout that family. While 
they were saying this, the damsel came, and the other shep- 
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herds that caiM down along with her. Then they showed 
her Jaoob, and told her that he was a stranger, who came to 
inquire about her father^s afikirft. But die, as pleased, after 
the custom of children, with Jacobus coming, asked him who 
he was ? and whence he came to them ? and what it was he 
lacked that he came thither ? She also wished it might be in 
their power to supply the wants he came about 

6. fiut Jacob was quite overcome, not so mudi by thdr 
Idndred, nor by that affection which might arise thence, as. 
by his love tOxthe damsel, and his surprise at her beauty, 
which was so flourishing as few of the women of that age 
could vie with. He said then, <^ There is a relation between 
thee and pie, elder than either thy or my birth, if thou be 
the daughter of Laban ; for Abraham was the son ci Terahj 
as well as Haran and Nahor. Of the last of whom, Nahor, 
Bethuel thy grandfather was the son. Isaac my fiither was 
the son of Abraham and of Sarah, who was the daughter of 
Haran. But there is a nearer and later cement of mutual 
kindred which we bear to one another, for my mother Rebeka 
was sister to Laban thy father, both by the same Jhther and 
mother ; I, therefore, and thou are cousin^germans. And I 
am now come to salute you, and to renew that affinity which 
is proper between us.^ Upon this the damsel, at the rae^ 
uon of Rebeka, as usually happens to young persons, wept^ 
and that out of the kindness she had for her father, and em- 
braced Jacob, she having learned an account of Bebeka from 
her father, and knew that her parents loved to hear her 
named ; and when she had saluted him, she said, that ^< He 
brought the most desirable and greatest pleasure to her father, 
with all their family, who was always mentioning his mother, 
and always thinking of her, and her alone ; and that this will 
make thee equal in his eyes to any advantageous circunu 
stances whatsoever.^ Then she bid him go to her father, 
and follow her while she conducted him to him, and not to 
deprive him of such a pleasure by staying any longer away 
from him. 

6. When she had said thus, she brought him to Laban ; and 
being owned by his uncle, he was secure himself, as being 
among his friends ; and he brought a great deal df pleasure 
to them by his unexpected coming. But a little while after* 
ward, Laban told him, diat he could not express in words the 
joy he had at his coming; but still he inquired of him the 
occasion of his coming; and why he left his aged mother and 
father, when they wanted to be taken care of by him ; and 
that he would afford him all the assistance he wanted. Then 
Jacob gave him an account of the whole occasion of his jour- 
ney, and told him, <^ That Isaac had two stms that were twins, 
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himself and Esau ; who» because he failed of his father s 
prayers, which by his mother's wisdom were put up for him, 
sought to kill him, as deprived of the kingdom* which was 
to be given him of Grod, and of the blessings for which their 
fioher prayed ; and that this was the occasion of his coming 
hither, as his mother had commanded him to do ; for we are 
all (says he) brethren one to another, but our mother esteems 
an alliance with your family more than she does one with the 
fiamilies of the country ; so I look upon yourself and God to 
be the supporters of my travels, and think myself safe in my 
present arcumstances.'" 

7. New Laban promised to treat him with great humanity, 
both on account of his ancestors, and particularly for the sake 
of his mother, towards whom, he said, he would show his 
Idndness, even though she were absent, by taking care of 
him ; for he assured him he would make him the head shep- 
herd of his flock, and give him authority sufficient for that 
purpose; and when he should have a mind to return to his 
parents, he would send him back with presents, and this in 
as honourable a manner as the nearness of their relation 
should require. This Jacob heard gladly ; and said he would 
willingly, and with pleasure, undergo any sort of pains while 
he tarried with him, but d^red Rachel to wife, as the reu 
ward of those pains, who was not only on other accounts es- 
teemed by him, but also because she was the means of his 
coming to him ; for he said he. was forced by the love of the 
damsel to make this proposal. Laban was well pleased with 
this agreement, and consented to give the damsel to him, as 
not desirous to meet with any better son-in-law; and said 
he would do this, if he would stay with him some time, for 
he was not willing to send his daughter to be among the Ca- 
naanites, for he repented of the alliance he had made already 
by marrying his sister there. And when Jacob had given 
his consent to this, he agreed to stay seven years; for so 
many years he had resolved to serve his father-in-law, that 
having given a specimen of his virtue, it might be better 
known what sort of a man he was. And Jacob, accepting of 
his terms, after the time was over, he made the wedding-feast ; 
and when it was night, without Jacob's perceiving it, ' he put 
his other daughter into bed to him, who was both elder than 
Rachel, and of no comely countenance. Jacob lay with her 

* Bj tfak M dmriTation of the kingdom that was to be given Esau of God,** 
m the teubom, tt appears that Josephus thought, that «^ a kingdom to be de- 
jomd ftom Ood** was due to him whom Isaac should bless as his fint-bom, which 
I take to be that kingdom which was expected vnd^r the Messiah^ who therefore 
vas to be bom of his posterity whom Isaac should so bless. Jacob therefore, by 
otamii^ this blmung of the first-born, became the genuine heir of that kingdom, 

mfllMMtSitllin to JbSBUa 
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that night, as being both in drink and in the dark. How* 
ever, wnen it was day, he knew what had been done to him ; 
and he reproached Laban for his unfair proceeding with hin ; 
who askea pirdon for that necessity which forced him to do 
what he dia ; for he did not give him Lea out of any ill de- 
Hgn, but as overcome by anomer greater neoesnty ; that not* 
withstanding tfiis, nothing should ninder him from marrying 
Rachel ; but that, when he had served another seven years, 
he would give him her whom he loved. Jacob submitted to 
this condition, for his love to the damsel did not permit him 
to do otherwise ; and when another seven years were gone, he 
took Rachel to wife. 

8. Now each of these had handmaids, by their fatber^s do* 
nation. Zilpha was handmaid to Lea, and Bilha to Rachel, 
by no means slaves,* but, however, subject to their mistresses. 
Now Lea was sorely troubled at her husband^s love to her 
sister, and she expected she should be better esteemed if she 
bare him children. So she entreated God perpetually ; and 
when she had bcnm a son, and her husband was on that ae^ 
eount better reconciled to her, she named her son Reubeli 
because God had had merctf upon her, in giving her a soft, 
for that is the ngnification of this name. After some time 
she bare three more sons : Simeon, which name signifies that 
God had hearkened to her prayer. Then idie bare Levi, the 
4xmfirmer of their friendship. After him was bom Judah, 
wliich denotes thanksgixnng, Bup Rachdi, fearing lest the 
Ihiitfulness of her sister should make herself enjoy a lesser 
share of Jacobus affections, put to bed to him her handmaid 
Bilha, by whom Jacob had Dan. One may interpret that 
name into the Greek tongue, a divine Judgment. And after 
him Nepthahm, as it were, unconctuerable vn eiratagem^ sinoe 
Rachel tried to conqtter the fruittulness of her sister by this 
stratagem. Accordingly, Lea took the same method, and 
used a counter-stratagem to that of her sister^s ; for she put 
to bed to him her own haodmiud. Jacob therefore bad by 
Zilpha a son, whose name was (jad, which may be interpret- 
ed j^&rhin^ ; and after him Asher, which may be called an 
happ^ num, because he added glory to Lea. Now Reubel, 

* Here we have <he difierence between abres for life, and servanti, sacfa as we 
now hire for a time agreed upon on both sides, and dismiss again after the time 
CflPtracte d for is over, which are no davet^ hfiifree men uA^ee women* Ac^ 
ooidingly, when the Apostolical Constitutions forbid a clergyman to marry per^ 
petual tervantM or tlaves^ B. vi, ch. xvii, it is meant only of the feimer sort, aa 
we learn elsewhere from the same Gonstitutians, ch. xlvii. Can. Ixxxii, But con. 
eeming these twelve sons of Jacob ; the reasons ^ their several names, and the 
times of their several births in the intervals here assigned ; their several excellent 
characters ; their several faults and repentance ; the several acddents of their 
lives, witli theiz several prophecies at their deaths, see the Tcstsmcnts of these 
twelve patriarchs, still preserved at Urge in the Authen. Rec. p«t i, p. Sa4-443. 
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the ddeBt flon of Lea, brought apples of mandrakes* to hi^ 
mother. When Bachel saw them, she desired that she would 

S've her the i^pples, for she longed to eat them ; but when 
e refused, and bid her be content that she had deprived 
her of the benevolence she ought to have had from her bus* 
band, Rachel, in order to mitigate her idster^s anger, said, 
she would yield her husband to her ; and he should lie with 
her thai evening. She accepted of the favour, and Jacob 
slept with Lea, by the favour of Rachel. She bare then 
these sons, Issachar, denoting one bom by hire ; and Zabu^* 
Ion, one bora as a pledge of benevolence towards her ; and a 
daughter, Dina. After some time Rachel had a son, named 
Joseph, which signified there should be another added to him. 

9. Now Jacob fed the flocks of Laban, his father-in-law, 
all this time, being twenty years, aftes which he desired leave 
of his father.in4AW to take his wives and go home ; but when 
bis &ther-in-law would not give him leave, he contrived to 
do it secretly. He made trial, therefore, of the disposition of 
his wives what they thought of this iourney. When they 
ivppeBred f^aA and approved of it, Rachel took along with her 
the images of the gods, which, according to their laws, they 
used to worship in their own country, and ran away together 
with her sister. The children also of them both, and th^ 
handmaids, and what possessions they had, went along wUh 
them, ^aoob also drov^ away half the cattle, without letting 
Laban know of it beforehand. But the reason why Rachd 
todc the images of the gods, although Jacob had taught her 
to despise sych worship of those gods, was this, that in case 
they were pursued, and taken by her father, she might have 
recourse to these images, in order to obtain his pardon. 

10. But Laban, iSter one day^s time, being acquainted 
with Jaoob'^s and his daughters^ departure, was much troubled, 
and pursued after them, leading a band of men with him { 
and on the sev^th day overtook them, and found them resU 
i^g on a certain hill ; and then, indeed, he did not meddle 
with them, fcH* it was eventide ; but God stood by him in a 
dieam," asud warned him to receive his son-in-law and his 
dau^ters in a peaceable manner ; and not to venture upon 
any thing rashly, or in wrath to them, but to make a league 
with Jacob. And he told him, that if be desfHsed their 
small number, and attacked them in an hostile manner, he 
would' himself assist them. When Laban had been Uius 

* I fofmerly expliined these mandraket^ as we with the Septuagint and Jo- 
le^hns Tender the Hebrew word Dvdaim, of Ae Syrian Maux, with Luddphus, 
AndMBt JRcc part i, p. 4S0 ; but have tince seen such a veiy probable aecount 
to M&. of my Imnwd friend Mr. Samuel Barker*i of what we still caU man- 
dnkci, ^nd tndr deKiiptiop by the andent naturaliats and physicians, as inclines 
metothU tfiese hare meackmed were reaQy mandrakes, and no other. 
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fn^wamed by God, he called Jacob to lum the next day, in 
order to treflt with him, and showed him what dream he had; 
in dependence whereupon, he came confidently to him, and 
began to accuse him, alleging that he had entertained him 
when he was poor, and in want of all things, and had given 
him plenty of all things which he had ; <^ For,^ said he, ** I 
have joined my daughters to thee in marriage, and supposed 
that thy kindness to me would be greater than before ; but 
thou hast had no r^ard to either thy own mother^s rdatioii 
to me, nor to the affinity now newly contracted between us ; 
nor to those wives whom thou hast married ; nor to those 
children, of whom I am the grandfather. Thou hast treated 
me as an enemy, by driving away my cattle ; and by per« 
suading my daughters to run away from their father ; and by 
carrying home those sacred paternal images which were wor- 
shipped by my forefathers, and have been honoured with the 
like worship which they paid them by myself. In short, 
thou hast done this whilst thou wert my kinsman, and my 
sister^s son, and the husband of my daughters, and was hoa- 
pitably treated by me, and didst eat at my table."^ When 
Laban had said this, Jacob made his defence ; *' That he 
was not the only person in whom Grod had implanted the 
love of his native country, but that he had made it natural to 
all men ; and that, therefore, it was but reasonable that alter 
so long a time he should go back to it. But as to the prey, 
of whose driving away thou accusest me, if any other person 
were the arbitrator thou wouldst be found in the wrong ; for 
instead of those thanks I ought to have had from thee, for 
both keeping thy cattle, and mcreasing them, how is it that 
thou art unjustly angry at me because I have taken, and 
have with me, a small portion of them ? But then, as to thy 
daughters, take notice, that it is not through any evil prac- 
tices of mine that they follow me in my return home^ but 
from that just affection which wives naturally have to their 
husbands. They follow, therefore, not so properly myself aa 
their own children.*** And thus far of his apology was made, 
in order to clear himself of having acted unjustly. To 
which he added his own complaint and accusation of Laban ; 
^ying, ^^ While I was thy sister^s son, and thou hadst given 
me thy daughters in marriage, thou hast worn me out with 
thy harsh commands, and detained me twenty years under 
them. That, indeed, which was required in order to my 
. marrying thy daughters, hard as it was, I own to have been 
tolerable; but as to those that were put upon me after 
those marriages, they were worse, and such, indeed, as an 
enemy would have avoided.^ For certainly Laban had used 
Jacob very ill ; for when he saw that God was assisting to 
Jacob in all that he desired, he promised him, that of the 
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young cattle which should be born, he should liavc some. 
Cimes what was of a white. colour, and sometimes what should 
be of a black colour ; but when those that came to JacoVs 
ahare proved numerous, he did not keep his faith with him ; 
but aaid he would give them to him the next year ; because 
of his envying him the multitude of his possessions. He 
promised him as before, because he thought such an increase 
' was not to be expected ; but when it appeared to be fact, he 
deceived him. 

11. But then, as to the sacred images, he bid them search 
for them ; and when Laban accepted of the offer, Rachel 
being informed of it, put those images into that camePs 
saddle on which she rode, and sat upon it, and said, that her 
natural purgation hindered her rising up ; so Laban left off 
searching any farther, not supposing that his daughter in such 
circumstances would approach to those images. So he made 
a league with Jacob, and bound it by oaths, that he would 
not bear him any malice on account of what had happened ; 
and Jacob ma^ the like league, and promised to love La- 
ban^s daughters. And these leagues they confirmed with 
oaths, also, which they made upon certain mountains, where- 
on they erected a pillar, in trie form of an altar ; whence 
that hill is called Gilead ; and from thence they call that land 
the land of GUead at this day. Now when they had feasted 
after the making of the league, Laban returned home. 
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CHAP. XX. 

Concerning the Meeting of Jacob and Esau, 

LI. Now as Jacob was proceeding on his journey to the 
xl of Canaan, angels appeared to him, and suggested to 
him good hope of his future condition ; and that place he 
named The camp of God. And being desirous of knowing 
what his brother^s intentions were to him, he sent messengers 
lo give him an exact account of every thing, as being afraid, 
on account of the enmities between them. He charged 
those that were sent to say to Esau, ^^ Jacob had thought it 
wrong to live together with him while lie was in anger 
against him, and so had gone out of the country ; and that 
he now, thinking the length of time of his absence must 
have made up their differences, was returning; that he 
brought with him his wives, and his children, with what 
possessions he had gotten ; and delivered himself, with what 
was most dear to him, into his hands ; and should think it 
his greatest happiness to partake together with his brother 
of what God had bestowea on him.^ So tliese messengers 
told him this message. Upon which Esau was very glad. 
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; Diiia's Chastity. 

Uie pUce, till tliis day colled 
tie weDt to Shechem, which is 
• ijw as the Shechemitcs were 
ivostheoDlv daughter of Jacob, 
;ii; finery of the women of that 
.cm, the son of Hamor the king, 
. violence ; and being vreatly in love 
.1 btber that he would procure the 
..■- To which desire he condescended, 
-firing him to give leave that bis son 
ding to law, marry Dina. But Jacob, 
deny the deaire of one of such great dig- 
linking h lawful to marry his dau^ter to 
i.'d him to give him leave to have a consul, 
he desiied him to do. So the king went 
.hat Jacob would grant him this marriage. 
' his suns dT the defilement of their sister, 
Hamor ; and desired them to ffve their 
luld do. Upon this, the greatest part 
<ning what advice to give. But Simeon 
I'H m the damsel, by the same mother, 
iselvea upon the action following : it be- 
r a festival, when the Shechemites were 
and feasting, they fell upon the watch, 
nliHip, and coming into the city, slew all the 
he king,';and his son, with them ; but spared 
>.nd when they had done this without their fa- 
. they brought away their sister. 

iU|^tCT of the Shechcmlta by Blmton uid Leri, uc AothcM. 
■M)9, 418, «}»-(,-{<). JIutwh; Jatcp^ut ^tu onnUBiL ihr cBonu- 
eShechrmiua, u the ocration of thdi death, VB&^JI ]mAi>V**>- 
it at Levi, sect. S, I EsnikM ttU. 
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and met his brother with four hundred men. And Jacob, 
when he heard that he was coming to meet him with suoh a 
number of men, was greatly afraid ; however, he committed 
his hope of deliverance to Grod ; and considered how, in his 
present circumstances^ he might preserve himself and thdae 
that were with him, and overcome his enemies if they attadc 
ed him injuriously. He therefore dbtributed his company 
into parts ; some he sent before the rest, and the others lie 
ordered to come close behind, that so if the ^rst were over- 
powered, when his brother attacked them, they might have 
those that followed as a refuge to fly unto. And when he 
had put his company in this order, he sent some of them to 
carry presents to his brother. The presents were made up 
of cattle, and a great number of .four-footed beasts, of many 
kinds, such as would be very acceptable to those that receiv- 
ed them, on account of their rarity. Those who were sent 
w^t at certain intervals of space asunder, that by fc^owing 
thick one after another, they might appear to be more nu- 
merous, that Esau might remit of his anger on account of 
these presents if he were still in a passion. Instructions were 
alto ^ven to those that were sent to speak gently to him. 

2. When Jacob had made these appoiptments all the day, 
tmd night came on, he moved on witn his company ; and as 
they were gone over a certain river called Jabboc, Jacob was 
left behind ; and meeting with im angel he wrestled with him, 
the angel beginning the struggle ; but he prevailed over the 
angel, who used a voice and spake to him in words, exhort- 
ing him to be pleased with what had happened to him, and 
not to suppose that his victory was a smaJt one, but that he 
had overcome a divine angel^ and to esteem the victory as a 
sign of great blessings that should come to him ; and that his 
o&pring should never fail ; and that no man shcHild be too 
hard for his power. He also commanded him to bd ottlled 
hraely* which in the Hebrew tongue signifies ode tbtt 
Bin^gkd with the divine attgeL These prcmiiseB were made 
at the prayer of Jacob ; for when he perceived him to be the 
angel of God, he desired he would signify to him what 
should befal him hereafter. And when the angel had said 
what is before related, he disappeared ; but Jacob was pleftft- 
ed with these things, and named the place Phamuel, which 
signifies, The Jbce of God. Now when he felt pwn by this 
struggling, upon his broad rinew, he Stained from eating 
that sinew himself afterward ; and for his sake it is still not 
•eaten by us. 

* Perhm tHis may be the proper meaning of the word Itrael by the pKM&t 
and the old Jemialem analogy of the Hebi^ longae. In the meuitiiiie, it b 
oertain that the Hdkalrti of dia fiiit ^cntaiy la Sgrpt and di0«rfaei« 
/#.ra^^ i» bt a 11109 j«rky iM, aa m cvMcat fima tha fiagaitet ftndted. 
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3. When Jacob understood. that his brother was near, he 
ordered bis wives to go before, each b^ herself, with the 
handmaids, that they might see the actions of the men, as 
they wer# fighting, if Esaii were so disposed. He then went 
up to his brother Esau, and bowed down to him, who had no 
evil deagn upon him, but saluted him ; and asked him about 
the company of the children and of the women ; and desired, 
wheD he had understood all he wanted to know about them, 
that be would go along with him to their father ; but Jacob 
pretending that the cattle were weary, Esau returned to Seir, 
for there was his place of habitation, he having named the 
[dace raughnesSi from his own hairy rcrughness. 
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CHAP. XXI. 
Concerning the Violation qf Binds Chastity. 

81. Hbrsupon Jacob came to the place, till this day called 
TTenU [Soccoth J from whence he went to Shechem, which is 
a city of the Canaanites. Now as the Shediemites were 
keepmg a festival, Dina, who was the only daughter of Jacob, 
went into the city to see the finery of the women of that 
country. But when Shechem, the son of Hamor the kmg, 
saw her, he defiled her by violence ; and being greatly in love 
with hcT, desired of his father that he would procure the 
damsel to him for a wife. To which desire he condescended, 
and came to Jacob, denring him to give leave that his son 
Shechem might, according to law, marry Dina. But Jacob, 
not knowing how to deny the desire of one of such great dig- 
luty, and yet not thinking it lawful to marry his daughter to 
a strancer, entreated him to give him leave U> have a consul- 
tation fux>ut what he desired him to do. So the king went 
away, in hopes that Jacob would grant him this marriage. 
But Jacob informed his sons of the defilement of their sister, 
and of the address of Hamor ; and desired them to give their 
advice what they should do. Upon this, the greatest part 
said nothing, not knowing what advice to give. But Simeon 
and Xevi, the brethren of the damsel, by the same mother, 
agreed between themselves upon the action following : it be- 
ing now the time of a festival, when the Shechemites were 
employed in ease and feasting, they fell upon the watch, 
when they were asleep, and coming into the city, slew all the 
males;* as also the king,!;and his son, with them ; but s{)ared/ 
the women. And when they had done this without their fiu 
ther'^s consent, they brought away their sister. 

* Of Ais tUogbter of the Shechemitei by BiiiiMm and Leri, see Authent. 
Hae. put i, p. 909, 41S, 43t-43!l. Bat why JoBephnt hM opnitted ths dicum- 
dsioD of thcM Shechemitei, aft the occasion of thsh deadi, aad of Jaeob*^ great 
grief, aa in the tcstamcat of Levi, sect. 5, I cannot tdL 



56 ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEW8. BOOK 1. 

S. Now while Jacob was astonished at the greatness of 
this act, and was severely blaming his sons for it, God stood 
by him and bid him be of good courage ; but to purify his 
tents, and to offer those sacrifices which he had votfed to ofler 
when he went first into Mesopotamia, .and saw his vision. 
As he was therefore purifying his followers, he lighted upon 
the gods of Laban, (for he did not before know they were 
stolen by Rachel,) Aid be hid them in the earth, under an 
oak, in Shechem. And departing thence, he offered sacrifice 
at Bethel, the place where ne saw his dream, when he went 
first into Mesopotamia. 

3. And when he was gone thence, and was come over 
against Ephrata, he there buried Rachel, who died in child- 
bed. She was the only one of Jacobus kindred that had not 
the honour of burial at Hebron. And when he had mourned 
for her a great while, he called the son that was bom of her 
Benjamin^* because of the sorrow the mother had with him. 
These are all the children of Jacob, twelve males, and one 
female. Of them, eight were legitimate, viz. six of Lea, and 
two of Rachel, and four were of the handmaids, two of each; 
all of whose names have been set down already. 
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CHAP. XXIL 

How Isaac diedf and was buried in Hebroih. 

From thence Jacob came to Hebron, a cily situate among 
the Canaai^tes ; and there it was that Isaac lived ; and so 
they lived together for a little while ; for as to Rebeka, Jacob 
did not find her alive. Isaac also died not long after the 
coming of his son, and was buried by his sons, with his wife^ 
in Hebron, where they had a monument belonging to them 
from their forefathers. Now Isaac was a man who was beu 
loved of God, and was vouchsafed great instances of provU 
dence by God, after Abraham his father, and lived to be ez« 
ceeding old ; for when he had lived virtuously one hundred 
and eighty-five years, he then died. 

* Since Benoni signifies the «Ofi of my sorrow^ and Benjamin, ihe ton ofiloffg^ 
or one bom in the father^s old age^ Oen. xliv, SO, I suspect Josefthus's present 
copies to be here imperfea ; and suppose, that in correspondence to other copies, 
he wrote, that Rachel called her 8on*s name Befumi, but his father called um 
Benjamtriy Oen. xxxv, 18. As for Benjamb, as conmionly explained, the son 
of the right handy it noakea no sense at all, and seems to be a gross modem error 
only. The Samaritan always writes this name truly Benjamin^ which probably 
is here of the same signification, only with Uie Chaldee temiination an, instead of 
imy in the Hebrew, as we pronounce Chembin or Chembim indifibrently. Ac- 
cordingly, both the testament of Benjamin, secL 2, p. 401, and Phih de norni* 
num muiatkme^ p. 1059, write the name i^ei^omiff, butco^lain it natthesom^ 
the right h^nd^ bat die m* ^ iey#. 



COAF. I. ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 57 



BOOK II. 



Conimfdng the Interval of Two Hufsired and Twenty Years. 

FROM TBB OBATH OF I8AA0 TO THB BXODU8 OUT OF BOYPT. 
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CHAP. I. 



How Esau asid Jacobs the Sons oflsaac^ divided their Habi* 
tation ; and Esau possessed Idwnea, and Jacob Canaan, 

§ 1. After the death of Isaac, his sons divided their habi- 
tations respectively. Nor did they retain what they had be- 
tore ; but Esau departed from the dty Hebron, and left it to 
his brother, and dwelt in Seir, and ruled over Idumea. He 
called the country by that name from himself, for he was 
named Adorn ; which appellation he got on the following oc- 
casion : One day returmng from the toil of hunting very hun- 
gry, (it was when he was a child in age,) he lighted on his 
brother when he was getting ready lentUe-pottage for his 
dinner, which was of a very red colour ; on which account he 
the more earnestly longed lor it, and desired him to give him 
some of it to eat. But he made advantage of his brother*s 
Jhunger, and forced him to resign up to him his birth-right, 
and he being pinched with famine, resigned it up to him, un- 
der an oath. Whence it came, that on account of the redness 
of this pottage, he was, in way of jest, by his cotemporaries 
called Adom, for the Hebrews call what is red Adorn ; and 
this was the name given to this country ; but the Greeks 
gave it a more agreeable pronunciation, and named it Idumea. 
8. He became the fatner of five sons ; of whom Jaus, and 
Jalomus, and Coreus, were by one wife, whose name was 
Alibama; but of the rest, Alipbaz was born to him by Ada, 
and Baguel by Basemath ; and these were the sons of Esau. 
Aliphaz had five legitimate sons, Theman, Omer, Saj^us, 
Grotham, and Kanaz ; for Amaiek was not legitimate, but by 
a concubine, whose name was Thamna. These dwelt in thi^ 
part of Idumea which was called GebaUtiSj and that denomi- 
nated from Amaiek, Amalekiiis; for Idumea was a large 
country, and did then preserve the name of the whole, while 
in lis several parts it kept the names of its peculiar inhabitants. 
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CHAP. II. 

Haw Joseph^ the youngest gfJac6b''s Sons, was envied by his 
Brethren, when certain I>reams had foreshowed hisfoiure 
Happiness. ^ 

§ 1. It happened that Jacob came to so sreat happiness as 
rarely any other person had arrived at. He was ricner than 
the rest of the innabitants of that country ; and was at once 
envied and admired for such virtuous sons ; for they were de- 
ficient in nothing, but were of great souls, both for labour, 
ing with their hands and enduring of toil ; and shrewd also in 
understanding. And God exercised such a providence over 
him, and sucn a care of his happiness, as to bring him the 
greatest blesongs, even out of what appeared to be the most 
sorrowful cond^n ; and to make him the cause of our fore- 
fathers^ dep ailufc out of Egypt, him and his posterity. The 
occasion was this : When Jacob had his son Joseph bom to 
him by Rachel, his father loved him above the rest of his 
aons, both because of the beauty of his body and the virtuea 
of his mind, fcnr he excelled the rest in prudence. This af- 
fection of his father excited the envy and the hatred of his 
brethren ; as did also his dreams which he saw, and related 
to his father and to them, which foretold his future happi- 
ness, it being usual unih mankind to envy their very nearest 
relations wiSi their prosperity. Now the visions which Jo- 
seph saw in his sleep were these : 

2. When they were in the middle of harvest, and Joseph 
was sent by his father ¥dth his brethren to gather the fruits 
of the earth, he saw a vision in a dream, but greatly exceed- 
ing the accustoraary appearances that come when we are 
asbep ; which, when he was got up, he told his brethren, 
that they might judge what it portaMled. He said^ ** He 
saw the last night, that his wheat-sheaf stood still in the 
.place where he set it, but that their sheaves ran to bow down 
to it, as servants bow down to their masters.^ But as soon 
as they perceived the vision foretold that he should obtain 
power and sreat wealth, and that his power should be in op- 
pomtion to tnem, they gave no interpretation of it to Josepti, 
as if the dream were not by them understood : but they 
prayed that no part of what tney suspected to be its meaning 
might come to pass ; and they bare a still greater hatred to 
him on that account. 

8. But God, in opposition to their envy, sent a second vf. 
sion to Joseph, which was much more wonderful than the 
former ; for it seemed to him that tlie sun took with him the 
moon, and the rest of the stars^ and oune down to the earth, 
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and bowed down to him. He told the vision to his father, 
and that, as Buq>ecting nothing of ill-will from his brethren, 
when they were there also, ana desired him to interpret what 
it should signify. Kow Jacob was pleased with the dream ; 
for considering the prediction in his mind, and shrewdly and 
wisely guessing at its meaning, he rejoiced at the great things 
thereoy signified, because it declared the future happiness of 
his son ; and that, by the blessing of God, the time should 
come when he should be honoured, and thought worthy of 
worship by his parents and brethren, as guessing that the 
moon and sun were like.his mother and father ; the former 
as she that gave increase and nouridiment to all things, and 
the latter, he that gave form and other powers to them ; and 
that the stars were like his brethren, since they were eleven 
in number, as were the stars that receive their power from 
the sun and moon. 

4. And thus did Jacob make a jud^ent of this vision, 
and that a shrewd one also. But these mterpretations caused 
very great grief to Joseph^s brethren ; and tney were affected 
to nim hereupon as if he were a certain stranger, that was 
to have those good things which were signified by the dreams, 
and not as one that was a brother, with whom it was proba- 
ble they should be joint-partakers ; and as they had been 
partners in the same parentage, so should they be of the 
same happiness. They also resolved to kill the lad; and 
having fully ratified that intention of theirs, as soon as their 
collectifni of the fruits was over, they went to Shechem, 
whidi is a country good for feeding of cattle, and for pas- 
turage ; there they fed their flocks, without acquainting tnehr 
father with their removal thither : whereupon he had melan- 
chtAj suspicions about them, as being ignorant of his sons'* 
eondition, and receiving no messenger from the flocks that 
could inform him of the true state th^ were in ; so because 
he was in great fear about them, he sent Joseph to the flocks, 
'to learn the circumstances his brethren were in, and to bring 
him word how th^ did. 
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CHAP. III. 



Bow Joseph zcas thus sold by his Brethren into Egypt^ by 
reason of their haired to him ; and how he there grew 
Jamous and illustrious^ and had his Brethren under his 
Power. 

& 1. Now these brethren rejoiced as soon as they^w their 
brother coming to them, not indeed as at the presence of a 
near relation, or as at the presence of one sent by thdr 
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father, but as at the presence of an enemy, and one that by 
Divine Providence was delivered into their hands ; and they 
already resolved to kill him, and not let slip the opportunity 
that lay before them. But when Heubel trie eldest of them 
saw them thus disposed, and that they had agreed together, 
to execute their purpose, he tried to restrain them, showing 
them the heinous enterprise they were going about, and the 
horrid nature of it ; that this action would appear wicked in 
the eight of God, and impious before men, even though they 
should kill one not related to them, but much mofe flagitious 
and detestable to appear to have slain their own brother ; by 
which act the father must be treated unjustly in the sons 
slaughter, and the mother* also be in perplexity while ^e 
laments that her son is taken away from her, and this not in 
a natural way neither. So he entreated them to have a re^ 
gard to their own consciences, and wisely to consider what 
mischief would betide them upon the death of so good a 
child, and their youngest brother ; that they would also fear 
God, who was already both a spectator and a witness of the 
designs they had against their brother ; that he would love 
them if they abstained from this act, and yielded to repent- 
ance and amendment ; but in case they proceeded to do the 
fact, all sorts of punishments would overtake them from Grod 
for this murder of their brother, since they polluted his pro- 
vidence, which was every where present, and which did not 
overlook what was done, eithei: in deserts or in cities ; for 
wheresoever a man is, there ought he to suppose that Crod is 
also. He told them farther, that their consciences would be 
their enemies, if they attempted to go through so wicked an 
enterprise, which they can never avoid, whether it be a good 
conscience, or whether it be such an one as they will have 
within them when once they have killed their brother. He 
also added this besides to what he had before said, that it 
was not a righteous thing to kill a brother, though he had 
injured them ; that it is a good thing to forget the actions of 
such near friends, even in things wherein they might seem to 
liave oflended ; but that they were going to kill Joseph, who 
had been guilty of nothing that was ill towards them, in 
whose case the infirmity of his small age should rather pro- 
cure him mercy, and move them to unite together in the care 
of his preservation. That the cause of killing him made the 
act itself much worse, while they determined to take him off 
out of envy at his future prosperity ; an equal share of which 

* We may here observe, Uiat in correspondence to Joseph's second dream, 
which implied that his mother^ who was thai alive, as weU as his father, should 
come and bow down, to him, Jasephus represents her here as still alive after she 
was dead, for the decorum of the dream that foretdd it, as the interpretatioQ of 
that dream does also in all cor copies, Ocn. ULXlii, 10. 
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they would naturally partdce while he enjoyed it, mnoe they 
were to him not strangers, but the nearest relations, for they 
might reckon on what Grod bestowed upon Joseph as their 
own ; and that it was fit for them to believe that the anger 
of God would for this cau^ be more severe upon them, if 
they slew him who was judged by God to be worthy of that 
prosperity which was to be hopea for; and while by murder- 
mg him, they made it impossible for God to bestow it upon 
him. 

fL Reubel said these, and many other things, and used en- 
treaties to them, and thereby endeavoured to divert them 
firom the murder of their brother. But when he saw that 
his discourse had not mollified them at all, and that they 
made haste to do the fact, he advised them to alleviate the 
wickedness they were goins^ about in the mann^ of taking 
Joseph ofi^; for, as he had exhorted them first, when they 
were fpoing to revenge themselves, to be dissuaded frmn 
doing It ; so, since the sentence for killing their brother had 
prevailed, he said that they would not however be so grossly 
guilty, if they would be persuaded to follow his present ao. 
vice, which would include what they were so eager about, 
but was not so very bad, but, in the distress they were in, of 
.a lighter nature. He begged of them therefore not to kill 
their brother with their own hands, but to cast him into the 
pit that was hard by, and so to let him die ; by which they 
would gain so much that they would not defile their own 
hands with his blood. To this the young men readily agreed; 
so Reubel took the lad and tied him to a cord, and let him 
down gently into the pit, for it had no water at all in it ; who, 
when he had done this, went his way to seek for such pas- 
turage as was fit for feeding his flocks. 

3. But Judas, being one of JacoVs sons also, seeing some 
Arabians of the posterity of Ismael, carrying spices and 
Syrian wares out of the land of Gilead to the Egyptians, af- 
ter Reubel was gone, advised his brethren to draw Joseph 
out of the pit, and sell him to the Arabians ; for if he should 
die among strangers a great way oft*, they should be freed 
frwn this barbarous action. This, therefore, was resolved 
on ; so they drew Joseph up out of the pit, and sdld him to 
the merchants for twenty pounds.* He was now seventeen 
years old. But Reubel coming in the night-time to the pit, 
resolved to save Joseph, without the privity of his brethren ; 
and when upon his calling to him he made no answer, he 
was afraid that they had destroyed him after he was gone ; 

* The Septuagint have twenty pieces of gold ; the Testament of Oad, 30 ; the 
Hebrew and Samaritan W of sUver ; and the vulgar Latin 30. What was the 
true number, and true sum, cannot therefore now be known. 
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of which be compbined to his brethren ; but when they had 
told him what they had done, Reubel left oS his mourning. 

4. When Josej^'s brethren hitd done thus to him, they 
considered what theyshould do to eacape the suspicions of 
their father. Now they had taken away from Joseph the 
coat which he had on when he came to them, at tl^ time 
they let him down into the pit ; so they thought pnmer tO; 
tear that coot to pieces, and to dip it into goat^s blood, and 
then to carry it and show it to tneir father, that he might 
believe he was destroyed by wild beasts. And when they 
hud so done, they came to the old man, but this not till whaA 
had happened to his scm had already come to his knowledge 
Then they said that they had not seen Joseph, nor knew 
what mishap had befallen him, but that they liad foimd his 
coat bloody, and torn to pieces ; whence they had a suspicioii 
that he^had fallen among wild beasts, and so perished, if that 
was the ooat he had on when he came from home. Now 
Jacob had before some better hopes that his son was only, 
made a captive ; but now he laid aside that notion, and sup« 
posed that this coat was an evident argument that he waa 
dead, for he well remembered that this was the coat he had 
on when he sent him to his brethren ; so he hereafter la^ 
mented the lad as now dead, and as if he had been the father 
of no more than one, without taking any domfort in the rest;; 
and so he was also affected with his misfortune before he 
net with Joseph'^s brethren, when he also conjectured that 
Joseph was destroyed by wild beasts. He sat down als0 
clothed in sackcloth, and in heavy affliction, insomuch that 
he found oo ease when his sons comforted him, neither did 
his pains remit by length of time. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Concemififf the signal Chastity of Joseph, 

^ 1. Now Potiphar, an Egyptian, who was chief cook tq 
king Pharaoh, oought Joseph of the merchants, who sold 
him to him. He had him m the greatest honour, and taught 
him the learning that became a free man, and gave him leave 
to make use of a diet better than was alloted to slaves. H^ 
intrusted, also the care of his house to him. So he enjoyed 
these advantages ; yet did not he leave that virtue which he 
had before, upon such a change oi his condition, but he de- 
monstrated that wisdom was able to govern the uneasy pasr 
sions of life, in such as have it in reality, and do not only put 
it on for a show, under a present state of prosperity. 

^ For when his master^s wife was fallen in love with him, 
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both oa account <^ his beauty of body and his dexterous 
management of affairs, and supposed, that if she ^ould 
make it known to him, she should easily persuade hun to 
come and lie with her, and that he would look upon it as a 
piece of happy fortune that his mistress should entreat him, 
as regarding that state of slavery he was in, and not his moral 
diaraeter, which continued after his condition was changed. 
So she made known her naughty inclinations, and spake to 
him about lying with her. However, he rejected ner en« 
treaties, not thinking it agreeable to religion to yiekl so far to 
her as to do what would tend to the affront and injury of 
him that purchased him, and had vouchsafed him so great 
honours. He, on the contrary, exhorted her to govern that 
passion ; and laid before her the impossibility of her obtain^ 
mg her dssires, which he thought might be conquered, if 
she had no hope of succeeding ; and he said, that, as to hinu 
self, he would endure any thing whatever before he would 
be persaoded to it ; for although it was fit for a slave, as he 
was, to do nothing contrary to his mistress, he might well be 
excused in a case where the contradidion was to such sort 
of commands only. But this oraosition of Joseph^ when 
she did not expect it, made her still more violent in her love 
to him ; and as she was sorely beset with this naughty pas*^ 
sion, BO she resolved to compass her design by a second at^ 
tempt. 

8. When, therefore, there was a public festival coming on, 
in which it was the custom for women to come to the public 
solemnity, she pretended to her husband that she was sick, 
as contriving an opportunity for solitude and Insure, that die 
mig^t entreat Joseph a^ain. Which oj^rtunity .being ob« 
tained, she used more Kind words to him than before ; and 
9aid, that it had been good for him to have yielded to her^ 
first solicitation, and to have eiven her no repuhe, both be. 
cause of the reverence he ought to bear to her dignity who 
solicited him, and because of the vehemence of her pasnon, 
by which she was forced, though she were his mistress, to 
condescend beneath her dignity ; but that he may now, hy 
taking more prudent advice, wipe off the imputation of his 
&nner folly ; for whether it were, that he expected the repe« 
tition of her soUdtations she had now made, and that with 
greater earnestness than before, for that she had pretended 
adcness on this very account, and had preferred his conver- 
aatioo before the festival and its solemnity ; or whether he 
opposed her former discourses, as not believing she could be 
in earnest, she now gave him suiRcient security, by thus re- 
peating her application, that she meant not in the least by 
iraud to impose upon him ; and assured him, that if he com- 
plied with her affections, he might expect the enjoyment of 
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the advantages he already had; and if h6 were subnuflaiTeto 
her, he should have still greater advantages; but that he must 
look for revenge and hatred from her, in case he rejected her 
desires, and preferred the reputaUon of chastity before faia 
mistress ; for that he would gidn nothing by such prooedurei 
because she would then become his accuser, and would fidaety 
pretend to her husband that he attempted her chastity ; waA 
that Potiphar would hearken to her words rather than to faia, 
let his be ever so agreeable to the truth. 

4. When the woman had said thus, and even with tears in 
her eyes, neither did pity dissuade Joseph from his chastity, 
nor did fear compel him to a compliance with her ; but ie 
opposed her solicitations, and did not yield to her threaten- 
ings, and was afraid to do an ill thing ; and chose to undeigo 
the sharpest punishment, rather than to enjoy his present 
advantages, by doing what his own consdence knew would 
justly deserve that he should die for it He also put her in 
mind that she was a married woman, and that she^ Might to 
cohabit with her husband only; and desired her to suffer these 
considerations to havt more weight with her than the short 
pleasure of lustful dalliance, which would bring her to repent, 
ance afterwards ; would cause trouble to her, and yet would 
not amend what had been done amiss. He also suggested to 
her the fear she would be in, lest they should be caught; and 
that the advantage of concealment was uncertain, and that 
only while the wickedness was not known, [would there be 
any quiet for them ;] but that she might have the enjoyment 
of her husband^s company without any danger : Ana he told 
her, that in the company of her husband she might have great 
boldness, from a good conscience, both before God and be- 
fore men. Nay, that she would act better like his mistress, 
and make use of her authority over him better, while she 
persisted in tier chastity, than when they were both ashamed 
for what wickedness they had been guilty of; and that it is 
much better to depend on a good life, well acted, and known 
to have been so, than upon tne hopes of the concealment of 
evil practices. 

5. Joseph, by saying this, and more, tried to restrain the 
violent passion of the woman, and to reduce her affections 
within the rules of reason ; but she grew more ungovernable 
and earnest in the matter, and since she despaired of per- 
suading him, she laid her hands upon him, and had a niind 
to force him. But as soon as Joseph had got away from her 
anger, leaving also his garment with her, for he left that to 
her, and leaped out of her chamber, she was greatly afraid 
lest he should discover her lewdness to her husband, and 
greatly troubled at the afiront he had offered her ; so she re- 
solved to be beforehand with him, and to accuse Joseph false- 



CHAP. V. ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 65 

Ij to Podphar j and by that means to revenge herself on him 
for his pride and contempt of her ; and she thought it a wise 
thing in itself, and also oecoming a woman, thus to prevent 
his accusation. Accordingly, she sat sorrowful and m con- 
fiision, framing herself so hypocritically and angrily, that ihe 
sorrow, which was really for her being ditappointed of her 
lust, might appear to be for the attempt upon her chastity ; 
so that, when her husband came home, ana was disturbed at 
the sight of her, and inquired what was the cause of the dis- 
order she was in, she began to accuse Joseph ; and said, 
'' O husband, mayest thou not live a day longer, if thou 
dost not punish the wicked slave who has desired to defile 
thy bed ; who has neither minded who he was, when he came 
to our house, so as to behave himself with modesty ; nor has 
he been mindful of what favours he had received from thy 
bounty, (as he must be an ungrateful man, indeed^ unless he 
in every respect carry himself in a manner agreeable to us;) 
this man, I say, laid a private design to abuse thy wife, and 
this at the time of a festival, observing when thou wouldst be 
absent. So that it now is clear, that his modesty, as it ap- 
peared to be formerly, was only because of the restraint he 
was in out of fear of thee, but that he was not really of a 
good disposition. This has been occauoned by his being 
advanced to honour beyond what he deserved, and what he 
hoped for, insomuch that he concluded, that he who was 
deemed fit to be trusted with thy estate, and th^ government 
of thy family, and was preferred above thy eldest servants, 
mieht be allowed to touch thy wife also.^ Thus, when she 
had ended her discourse, she shewed him his garment, as if 
he then left it with her when he attempted to force her. But 
Potiphar, not being able to disbelieve what his wife^s tears 
showed, and what his wife said, and what he saw himself, 
and being seduced by his love to his wife, did not set him- 
self about the examination of the truth, but taking it for 
granted that his wife was a modest woman, and condemning 
Joseph as a wicked man, he threw him into the malefactors^ 
prison ; and had a still higher opinion of his wife, and bare 
ner witness, that she was a woman of a becoming modesty 
and chastity. 
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CHAP. V. 

What Things be/U Joseph in Prism. 

§ I. Now Joseph, commending all his affairs to God, did 
not betake himself to make his defence, nor to give an ac 
count of the circumstances of the fact, but silently underwent 

VOL. I. ' 
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the bonds and the distress he was in, firmly believing that 
God, who knew the cause of his affliction and the truth of 
the fact, would be more powerful than those that inflicted 
the punishments upon him ; a proof of whose providence he 
quicicly' received : for the keeper of the prison, taking notice 
of his care and fldeUty in the afixdrs he had set him about, 
and the dignity of his countenance, relaxed his bonds, and 
thereby made his heavy calamity lighter and more support- 
able to him ; lie also permitted him to make use of a diet 
better than that of the rest of the prisoners. Now, as liis 
fellow-prisoners, when their hard lat)ours were over^ fell to 
discoursing one among another, as is usual in such as are 
equal sufferers, and to inquire one of another what were the 
occasions of their being condemned to a prison : Among 
them the king^s cupbearer, and one that had been respected 
by him, was put m bonds upon the king^s anger at him. 
This man was under the same bonds with Joseph, and grew 
nuH'e familiar with him ; and upon his observing that Joseph 
had a better understanding than the rest had, he told him of 
a dream he had, and desired he would interpret its meaning; 
complaining that, besides the afflictions he underwent from 
the King, God did also add to him trouble from his dreams. 

^ He, therefore, said, That in his sleep he saw three clus- 
ters of grapes hanging upon three branches of a vine, large 
already ana ripe for gathering, and that he squeezed them 
into a cup, wmch the king held in his hand ; and when he 
bad strained the wine, he gave it to the king to drink, and 
that he received it from him with a pleasant countenance. 
This, he said, was what he saw ; and he desired Joseph, that 
if he had any portion of understanding in such matters, he 
would tell him what this vision foretold : who bid him be of 
cood cheer, and expect to be loosed from his bonds in three 
Hays time, because the king desired his service, and was about 
to restore him to it again ; for he let him know, that God be* 
stows the fruit of the vine upon men for good ; which wine 
is poured out to him, and is the pledge of fidelity and mutual 
confidence among men ; and puts an end to their quarrels, 
takes away passion and grief out of the minds of them that 
use it, and makes them cheerful. Thou sayest that thou 
didst squeeze this wine from three clusters of grapes with 
thine hands, and that the king received it ; know, tnerefore, 
that this vision is for thy good, and foretels a release from 
thy present distress, within the same number of days as the 
branches had whence thou gatheredst thy grapes in thy sleep. 
However, remember what prosperity 1 have foretold thee 
when tliou hast found it true by experience ; and when thou 
art in authority, do not overlook us in this prison, wherein 
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thou wilt leave us, when thou art gone to the place we have 
foretold ; for we are not in prison for any crime, but for the 
sake of our virtue and sobriety are we condemned to suffer 
the penalty of malefactors, and because we are not willing to 
injure him that has thus distressed us, though it were for our 
own pleasure. The cupbearer, therefore, as was natural to 
do, rejoiced to hear such an interpretation of his dream, and 
waited the completion of what had been thus showed him be* 
forehand. 

S. But another servant there was of the kyigV who had 
been chief baker, and was now bound in prison with the cup^. 
bearer ; he also was in good hope, upon Joseph^s interpretju 
tion of the other's vision, for he haa seen a dream also ; so 
he desired that Joseph would tell him what the vioons he 
had seen the night before roiffht mean. They were these that 
follow : << Methought,^ says ne, <^ I carried three baskets up- 
on my head, two were full of loaves, and the third full of 
aweetmeats and other eatables, such as are prepared for 
kings ; but that the fowls came flyine, and ate them all up, 
ana had no regard to my attempt to drive them away.*^ And 
he expected a prediction like to that of the cupbearer^s. But 
Jo8e|m, considering and reasoning about the dream, said to 
him, that he would willingly be an interpreter of good events 
to him, and not of such as his dream denounced to him; but 
he told him, that he had only three days in all to live, for 
that the [three] baskets signify, that on the third day he 
should be crucified, and devoured by fowls, while he was not 
able to help himself. Now both these dreams had the same 
several events that Joseph foretold they should have, and 
this to both the parties ; for on the third day before-mention« 
ed, when the king solemnized his birth-day, he crucified the 
chief baker, but set the butler free from nis bonds, and re* 
stored him to his former minbtration. 

4. But Grod freed Joseph from his confinement, after he 
had endured his bonds two years, and had received no as- 
sistance from the cupbearer, who did not remember what he 
had said to him formerly ; and God contrived this method of 
deliverance for him. Pharaoh the king had seen in his sleep 
the same evening two visions ; and after them had the inter- 
pretations of them both given him. He had forgotten the 
utter^ but retained that of the dreams themselves. Being 
therefore troubled at what he had seen, for it seemed to him 
to be all of a melapcholy nature, the next day be called to- 
gether the wisest men among the Egyptians, desiring to learn 
From them the interpretation of his dreams. But when they 
h^tated about them, the king was so much the more dis- 
turbed. And now it was that the memory of Jows^U^ «sA 
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his skill in dreams, came into the mind of the king*s cup- 
bemrer, when he saw the confusion that Pharaoh was in ; so 
he came and mentioned Joseph to him, as also the ^inon he 
bad seen in prison, and how the event proved as he had 
said ; as 'also, that the chief baker was crucnfied on the very 
same day ; and that this also happened to him, according to 
the interpretation of Joseph. That Joseph himself was kud 
in bonds by Potiphar, who was his head cook, as a shive ; 
but he said, he was one of the noblest of the stock of the 
, Hebrews ; and said further, his father lived in great splen- 
dour. If therefore thou wilt send for him, and not despise 
him on the score of his misfortunes, thou wilt learn what thy 
dreams signify. So the king commanded that they should 
bring Joseph into his presence ; and those who received the 
command came and brought him with them, havinj^ taken 
care of his haUt, that it might be decent, as the kmg had 
enjoined them to do. 

6. But the king took him by the hand, and said,-— 
^ O young man, my servant beurs witness that thou art 
at present the best and most skilful person I can consult 
intn, vouchsafe me the same favours wnich thou bestowedst 
on this servant of mine, and tell me what events they are 
which the visions of my dreams foreshow ; and I desire thee 
to suppress nothing out of fear, nor to flatter me with lying 
words, or with what may please me, although the truth shoula 
be of a melancholy nature. For it seemed to me that, as I 
walked by the river, I saw kine fat and very lam, seven in 
number, going from the river to the marshes; and other kine, 
of the same number like them, met them oiit of the marshes, 
exceeding lean and ill-favoured, which ate up the fat and the 
large kine, and yet were no better than before, and not less 
miserably pinched with famine. After I had seen this vision, 
I awaked out of my sleep ; and being in disorder, and con- 
ndering with myself what this appearance should be, I fell 
asleep again, and saw another dream, mudi more wonderful 
than the forgoing, which still did more afiUght and disturb 
me : I saw seven ears of ccnn growing out of one root, hav- 
ing their heads borne down by the weight of the grains, and 
bending down with the fruit which was now ripe, and fit for 
reaping; and near these I saw seven other ears of.com, 
meagre and weak for want of rain, which fell to eating and 
consuming those that were fit for reaping, and put me into 
great astonishment.^ 

6. To which Joseph replied : ** This dream, O king, 
although seen under two forms, signifies one and the same 
event of things ; for when thou sawest the kine, which is an 
animal made for the fdough and tor labour, devoured by 
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the worser kine, and the ears of corn eaten up by the smaller 
eaiBy they £oretel a famine, and want of the fruits of the earth, 
fior the same number of years, and equal with those when 
Egypt was in an happy state ; and this so far that the plenty 
citbeae years wiU be spent in the same number of years of 
ttardty, and that scarcity oi necessary provisions will be very 
dUIBcuit to be corrected ; as a sim whereof, the ill-£Eivoured 
kiae, what they had devoured uie better sort, could not be 
sati^ied. But still God foreshows what is to come upon men, 
not to grieve them, but that, when they know it beforehand, 
tb^ may by prudence make the actual experience of what is 
foretold the more tolerable. If thou, therefore, carefully dis- 
pose of the plentiful crops which will come in the former 
years, thou wilt procure that the future calamity will not be 
felt by the Egyptians. 

?• Hereupon the kinff wondered at the discretion and wia. 
dom of Joseph ; and asked him by what means he might so 
dispense the foregoing plentiful crops, in the happy years, as 
to make the miseraUe crops more tolerable. Joseph then 
added this his advice : To spare the good crops, and not per- 
mit the Egyptians to spend them luxuriously, but to reserve 
what they would have spent in luxury beyond their necesnty 
against the time of want He also exhorted him to take the 
cam of the husbandmen, and give them only so mudi as will 
be sufficient for their food. Accordingly Pharaoh, being sur- 

Erised at Joseph, not only for his interpretation of the dream, 
ut for the counsel he had'given him, mtrusted him with di»- 
penang the com, with power to do what he thou^t would 
ne for the benefit of the people of Egypt, and for 3ie benefit 
df the king, as believing, that he wno first discovered this 
method of acting would prove the best overseer of it. But 
Joseph having this power given him by the king, with leave 
to make use. of his seal, and to wear purple, drove in his 
diariot through all the land of Eeypt, and toc^* the com of 
the husbandmen, allotting as much to every one as would be 
sufficient for seed and for food, but without discovering to 
any one the reason why he did so. 
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CHAP. VL 



How Josephf when he was become Jbmous in Egypty had his 

Brethren in SvUgedion. 

§ 1. Jos£PH was now grown up to tUrty years of age, and 
enjoyed great honours from the king, who called him PsO' 
tiwm Phanechy out of regard to his prodigious degree of wis- 

• Thitt is, boa^ it fcc PiMmoh St ft veiy low pike. 
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dom ; for that name denotes ^ revealer of secrets. He also 
married a wife of very high quality ; for he married the daiigh- 
ter of Petephres,* one c^ the priests of Heliopolis : she was 
a virgin, and her name was Asenath. By her he had children 
before the scarcity came on ; Manasseh, the elder, which sigu 
mBeBjbrgetfidf because his present happiness made him for- 
get his former misfortunes; and Ephraim, the younger, which 
signifies restored, because he was restored to the freedom of 
his forefathers. Now, after Egypt had happily passed over 
seven years, according to Joseph'^s mterpretation of the dreams, 
the famine came upon them in the eignth year ; and because 
this misfortune fell upon them when they had no sense of it 
befiorehand,-]- they were all sorely afiiicted by it, and came 
running to the king^s gates; and ne called upon Joseph, who 
sold the corn to them, being become confessedly a saviour to 
the whole multitude of the Egyptians. Nor did he open this 
market of com for the people of that country only, but 
strangers had liberty to buy aiso, Joseph being willing that all 
men, who are naturally akin to one another, should have 
assistance from those that lived in happiness. 

iL Now Jacob also, when he unaerstood that foreigners 
might come, sent all his sons into Egypt to buy com ; for the 
land of Canaan was grievously afflicted with the famine; and 
this great misery touched the whole continent. He only re- 
tained Benjamin, who was bom to him by Rachel, ancf was 
of the same mother with Joseph. These sons of Jacob then 
came into Egypt, and applied themselves to Joseph, wanting 
to buy corn ; tor nothing of this kind was done without his 
approbation, since even then only was the honour that waa 
paid the king himself advantageous to the persons that paid 
It, when they took care to honour Joseph alsa Now, when 
he well knew his brethren, they thought nothing of him ; for 
he was but a youth when he left them, and wasinow come to 
an age so much greater, that the lineaments of his face were 
changed, and he was not known by them ; besides this, the 
greatness of the dignity wherein he appeared suffered them 
not so much as to suspect it was he. He now made trial 

* This Potlphaty or, as in Josephus, Petejfhret, who was now a priest of On, 
or HeUopolin, ii the same name in Joaqphua, and perhaps in Moaes also, with 
him who is before called the htad cook or captain of the guard, and to whom 
Joseph waa sold, see Oen. xxxvii, S6 ; xzzix, 1, with xli, SO. They are also 
affirmed to be one and the same person in the Testament of Joseph, sect. 19, for 
he is there said to have married Uie daughter of his master and mistress. Nor is 
this a notion peculiar to that Testament ; but, as Dr. Bernard confesses, note on 
Antiq. B. ti, di. hr, sect. 1, common to Josephns, to die 8epCuagint interpreters, 
and to other learned Jews of old time. 

-f This entire ignorance of the EgyptiaDs of that years of fionine before they 
came, told us before, as well aa here, au t, sect 7, by Jos^hos, seems to me al* 
mon incrcdiblei. It it in oo oUwr copf that I loww oC 
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what senUmenU they had about affairs of the greatest conse. 
quenoe; for he refused to sell them corn, and said they were 
ocrnie as spies of the king^s affairs ; and that they came fnxn 
several countries, and joined themselves together, and pre. 
tended that they were of kin ; it not being possible that a 
private man should breed up so many sons, and those of so 
great beauty of countenance as they were ; sudi an education 
of so many children being not easily obtained by kings them, 
selves. I^ow this he did in order to discover what concerned 
his father, and what happened to him after his own departuie 
from him, and as dennng to know what was become of Ben- 
jamin his brother; for he was afraid that they had ventured on 
the like wicked enterprise against him that they had done to 
himself, and had taken him off also. 

8. Now these brethren of his were under distraction and 
terror, and thought that very great danger hung over them ; 
yet not at all reflecting upon their brother Joseph ; and stand, 
mg firm under the accusations laid against them, they made 
their defence by Reubel, the eldest of them, who now became 
their spokesman : << We come not hither,^ said he, << with 
any unjust design, nor in order to bring any harm to the 
kingls affairs : we only want to be preserved, as suppoang 
your humanity might be a refuge for us from the miseries 
which our country labours under, we having heard that you 
proposed to sell com, not only :Co your own countrymen, but 
to strangers also, and that you determined to allow that com 
in order to preserve all that want it; but that we are brethren, 
and of the same common blood, the peculiar lineaments of 
our &ces, and those not so much different from one another, 
plainly show. Our father^s name is Jacob, an Hebrew man, 
who had twelve of us for his sons by four wives; which 
twelve of us, while we were all alive, were an happy family ; 
but when one of our brethren, whose name was Joseph, died, 
our affiurs changed for the worse ; for our father could not 
forbear to make a long lamentation for him ; and we are in 
affliction, both by the calamity of the death of our brother, 
and the miserable state of our aged father. We are now, 
therefore, come to buy com, having intrusted the care of our 
father, and the provision for our family, to Benjamin, our 
youngest brother ; and if thou sendest to our house, thou 
mayest learn whether we are guilty of the least falsehood in 
what we say.** 

4. And thus did Reubel endeavour to persuade Joseph to 
have a better opinion of them. But when he had learned 
from them that Jacob was alive, and that his brother was not 
destroyed by them, he for the present put them in prison, as 
intenmng to examine more into their affairs when he should 
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be at leisure. But on the third day be brought them out, 
and said to them, '^ That nnce you constantly ^rm, that you 
are not come to do any harm to the king's afikin ; that you 
are brethren, and the sons of the father whom you named, you 
will sat'isfy me of the truth of what you say, if you leave one 
of your company with me, who shall suffer no injury here ; 
am iff when ye have carried com to your fiither, you will 
eome to me again, and bring your brother, whom you say 
you left there, along with you: for this shall be by me esteem* 
ed an assurance of the truth of what you have told me.* 
Hereupon they were in greater grief than before : tliey wept, 
and perpetually deplcHred one among another the calamity of 
Joseph ; and said, ^' They were fallen into this misary as a 

Eunishment inflicted by God for what evil contrivances they 
ad against him.^ And Reubel was large in his reproaches of 
them for their too late repentance, whence no profit arose 
to Joseph ; and earnestly exhorted them to bear with patience 
whatever they suffered, since it was done by God in way of 
punishment on his account. Thus they spoke to one another, 
liot imagining that Joseph understood their language. A 
general sadness also seized on them at Reubel^s words, and a 
repentance for what they had done; and they condemned 
the wickedness they had perpetrated, tor which they judged 
they were' jusdy punished I^ God. Now when Joseph saw 
that they were m this distress^ he was so affected at it that 
he fell into tears, and not being willing that they should take 
notice of him, he retired ; and after a while came to them 
again, and taking Simeon,* in ordor to his being a pledge 
for his brethren's return, he hid them take the com they had 
bought, and go their way. He also commanded his steward 
privily to put the money which they had brought with them 
for the purchase of com into their sacks, and to dismiss them 
therewiUi ; who did what he was commanded to do. 

5. Now when Jacob's sons were come into the land of 
Canaan, they told their fether what had happened to them 
in Egypt, and that they were taken to have come thither as 
qpies upon the king ; and how they said' they were brethren, 
apd had left their eleventh brother with their father, but 
were not believed ; and how they had left Simeon with the 
governor, until Benjamin should go thither, and be a testis 
monial of the tmth of what they had said. And they begg^ 
of their father to fear nothing, but to send the lad along with 
them. But Jacob was not pleased with any thing his sons 

* Tht maon why Simeon migfat be telecled oat «f the icit for Joieph's pri- 
•oner, ii jdain in the Testament of 8imeoo, tix. that he wai one of the bitterett 
of an Joaeph*! brethien agdnst lum, sect 3, which ^ppetn alio m paxt by the 
TctCinient of Zalwlon, aeet. 3. 
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had done ; and be took the detention of Simeon heinoualy, 
and thenoe thouj^ht it a foolish thing to give up Benjanun 
alsa Neither did he yield to Reubers persuasion, though 
be bq[^ed it of him ; and gave leave that the grandfather 
might, m way of requital, kill his own sons, in case any harm 
came to Benjamin in the journey. So they were distressed, 
and knew not what to do. Nay, there was another accident 
that still disturbed them more, the money that was found 
hidden in their sacks of com. Yet when the com they had 
brought failed them, and when the famine still afflicted them, 
and necessity forced them, Jacob did [not*] still resolve to 
send Benjamin with his brethren, although there was no re- 
turning into Egypt unless they came with what they had 
promised. Now the misery growing every day worse, and his 
sons begging it of him, he had no other course to take in his 
present circumstances. And Judas, who was of a bold tem« 
per upon other occasions, spake his mind very freely to him : 
^ That it did not become him to be afraid on account of his 
aoD, nor to suspect the worst, as he did ; for nothing could 
be done to his son but by the appointment of Grod, which 
must also for certiun come to pass though he were at home 
with him ; that he ought not to condemn them to such ma- 
mfest destruction ; nor deprive them of that plenty of food 
they might have from Pharaoh, by his unreasonable fear 
about his son Benjamin, but ought to take care of the pre-' 
aervation of Simeon, lest, by attempting to hinder Benjamin^s 
journey, Simecm should perish. He exhorted him to trust 
God for him, and said he would either bring his son back to 
him safe, or, together with his, lose his own life.^ So that 
Jacob was at length persuaded, and delivered Benjamin to 
them, with the price of the com doubled ; he also sent pre- 
sents to Joseph, of the fruits of the land of Canaan, balsam,*!- 
and rosin, as also turpentine, and honey. Now their father 
shed many tears at the departure of his sons, as well as 
themselves. His concern was, that he might recdve them 
back again safe after their Journey ; and their concern was, 
that they might find their rather well, and no way afflicted 
with grief for them. And this lamentation lasted a whole 
day ; so that the old man was at last tired with grief, and 
stayed bdiind ; but they went on their way for Egypt, en- 
deavouring to mitigate th^ grief for their present misfiMv 
tunes with the hopes of better success hereafter. 

* The cohocnce Memi to me to thow, that the aegadye pertkle b here want- 
iaS, whidi I have supplied in bracketa, and I wonder none have hitherto aua. 
pecced it ought to be npplied. 

f Of the precioai hataam of Judca, and the turpentine, see the neu on Antiq. 
■ Bk VIS, dia ▼!, eoct. 0. 
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6. As soon as they came into Egypt) they were brought 
down to Joseph. But here no small fear disturbed them, 
lest they should be accused about the price of the com, as 
if they had dieated Joseph. They then made a long apology 
to Joseph's steward; and told him, that when they came 
home they found the money in their sacks, and that they had 
now brought it along with them. He said he did not Know 
what they meant ; so they were delivered from that fear.^- 
And when he had loosed Simeon, and put him into an hand- 
flome habit, he sufiered him to be with his brethren ; at 
which time Joseph came from his attendance on the king. 
So they offered him their presents; and upon his putting the 
question to them about their father, they answered that they 
fiiund him well. He also, upon his discovery that Benjamin 
was alive, asked whether this was their younger brother? 
for he had seen him. Whereupon they siud ho was; he 
replied, that the God over all was his protector. But when 
his affection to him made him shed tears, he retired, desiring 
he might not be seen in that plight by his brethren. Then 
Joseph took them to supper, and they were set down in the 
same order as they used to sit at their father'^s table. And 
although Joseph treated them all kindly, yet did he send a 
mess to Benjamin that was double to what the rest of the 
guests had for their shares. 

7. Now when after supper they had composed themselves 
to sleep, Joseph commanded his steward both to ^ve them 
their measures of com, and to hide its price again in their 
sacks ; and that withal they should put into Benjamin^s sack 
the golden cup out of which he loved himself to drink.— 
Which things ne did in order to make trial of his brethren, 
whether they would stand by Benjamin when he should be 
accused of having stolen the cup, and should amiear to be in 
danger; or whether they would leave him, and, depending on 
their own innocency, go to their father without him. When 
the servant had done as he was bidden, the sons of Jacob, 
knowing nothing of all this, went their way, and took Simeon 
along with them, and had a double cause of joy, both be- 
cause they had received him again, and because they took 
back Benjamin to their father, as they had promised. But 
presently a troop of horsemen encompassed them, and 
brought with them Joseph^s servant, who had put the cup 
into Benjamin'^s sack. Upon which unexpected attack of the 
horsemen they were much disturbed, and asked what the rea- 
son was that they came thus upon men who, a little before, 
had been by their lord thought worthy of an honourable and 
hospitable reception ? They replied by calling them wicked 
wretches, who nad forgot that Very hospitable and kind treat- 
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ment which Joseph had given them, and did not scruple to 
be injurious to him, and to carry off that cup out of wtuch 
he had, in so friendly a manner, drank to thepa ; and not 
r^irdinff their friendship with Joseph, no more than the 
danger they should be in if they were taken, in comparison 
of the unjust gain. Hereupon he threatened that they 
should be punished; for, though they had escaped the 
knowledge of him who was but a servant, yet had tney not 
escaped me knowledge of God, nor had gone off with what 
they had stolen ; and, after all, asked why we come upon 
them ? as if they knew nothing of the matter ; and he tcdd 
them that they should immediately know it by their punish- 
ment This, and more of the same nature, did the servant 
say, in way of reproach to them ; but they, being wholly 
ignorant oi any thing here that concerned them, laughed 
at what he said, and wondered at the abusive language 
which the servant gave them, when he was so hardy as to 
accuse those who did not before so much as retain the price 
of their com, which was found in their sacks, but brought 
it again, though nobody else knew of any such thing ; so far 
were they from offering any injury to Joseph voluntarily.^ 
But still, supposing that a search would be a more sure jus- 
tification of themselves than their own denial of the fact, 
they bid him search them, and that if any of them had been 
guuty of the theft, to punish them all ; for, being no way 
conscious to themselves of any crime, they spake with assur- 
ance, and, as they thought, without any danger to them- 
selves alsa The servants desired there might be a search 
made ; but they said, the punishment should extend to him 
akme who should be found guilty of the theft. So they 
made the search ; and having searched all the rest, they 
came last of all to Benjamin, as knowing it was Benjamin s 
sack in which they had hidden the cup ; they having indeed 
searched the rest only for a show oi accuracy : so the rest 
were out of fear for themselves, and were now only con- 
cerned about Benjamin, but still were well assured that he 
would also be found innocent; and they reproached those 
that came after them for their hindering them, while they 
might, in the meanwhile, have gotten a good wi^ on their 
journey. But, as soon as they had searched Benjamin^s 
sack, they found the cup, and took it from him, and all was 
changed into mourning and lamentation. They rent their 
garments, and wept for the punishment which tlieir brother 
was to undergo for his theft, and for the delusion they had 
put on their £ather when they promised they would bring 
benjamin safe to him. What added to their misery was, 
that this melancholy acddent came unfortunately at a time 
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when they thought they had been gotten off clear ; but they 
confessed that this misfortune of their brother, as well as the 
^ef of their father for him, was owing to themselves, since 
It was they that forced their JEUher to send him with them, 
when he was averse to it. 

8. The horsemen, therefore, took Benjamin, and brought 
him to Joseph, his brethren also following him ; who, when 
he saw him in custody, and them in the habit of mourners, 
said, ** How came you, vile wretches as you are, to have 
such a strange notion of my kindness to you, and of God^s 
providence, as impudently to do thus to your benefactor, 
who in sudi an hospitable inanner had entertained you ?^-— 
Whereupon they gave up themselves to be punished, in order 
to save Benjamin ; and called to mind what a wicked enter* 
prise they had been guilty of against Joseph. They also 
pronounced him more happy than themselves, if he were 
dead, in being freed from the miseries of this life ; and if he 
were alive, that he enjoyed the pleasure of seeing Grod'^s 
vengeance upon them. They said farther, that they were 
the plague of their father, since they should now add to 
his former affliction for Joseph this other affliction for Ben- 
jamin. Reubel also was large in cutting them upon this 
occasion. But Joseph dismissed them ; for he said, they 
had been guilty of no offence, and that he would content 
himself wiui the lad^s punishment ; for he sfud, it was not a 
fit thing to let him go free, for the sake of those who had 
not offended ; nor was it a fit thine to punidi them together 
with him who had been guilty of steaUng. And when he 
promised to give them leave to go away in safety, the rest of 
them were under great consternation, and were able to say 
nothing on this sad occasion. But Judas, who had per- 
suaded their father to send the lad from him, being other- 
wise also a very bold and active man, determined to hazard 
himsdf for the preservation of his brother. >< * It is tfue,"^ 
said he, << O governor, that we have been very wicked with 
regard to thee, and on that account deserve punishment; 
even all of us may justly be punished, although the theft 
were not committed by all, but only by one of us, and he 
the youngest also ; but yet there remains some hope for us, 
who otherwise must be undor despair on his account, and 
this from thy goodness, whidii promises us a deliverance out 
of our present danger. And now I b^ thou wilt not look 
at us, or at that great crime we have been guilty o(j but at 

* This oration seems to me too large, and too unusual a digression, to have 
been composed by Judas on diis occasion. It teems to me a speech or dedama- 
tkm composed fonnaiy, in the penon of Judas, taA m the way of oratory, that 
lay by him, and which be thought fit to inaoEi on this ooraaon. See (wo more 
sudi speeches or declamadcns, Andq. B. ¥1, du zb, wet 4. 
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thy own ezoeUent nature, and take advice of thine own vir« 
tue, instead of that wrath thou hast against us ; which pas- 
sion those that otherwise are of lower character indulge, as 
they do their strength, and that not only on great, but also 
on very triflinff occasions. Overcome, su*, that passion, and 
be not subdued by it, nor suffer it to slay those that do not 
otherwise presume upon their own safety, but are deurous 
to accept of it from thee; for this is not the first time thai 
thou wdt bestow it on us, but before, when we came to buy 
com, thou affordedst us great plenty of food, and gavest us 
leave to carry so much home to our family as has preserved 
them from perishing by famine. Nor is there any difference 
between not overlooking men that were perishing for want 
of neoetearies, and not punishing those that seem to be 
offenders, and have been so unfortunate as to lose the ad- 
vantage c£ that glorious benefaction wluch they received 
from thee. This will be an instance of equal favour, though 
bestowed after a different manner ; for thou wilt save those 
this way whom thou didst feed the other; and thou wilt 
hereby preserve alive, by thy own bounty, those souls whidi 
thou didst not suffer to be distressed by famine; it being, 
indeed, at once a wonderful and a great thing to sustain our 
lives hy com, and to bestow on us that pardon, whereby, 
now we are distressed, we mav continue those lives. And 
I am rtedy to suppose, that God is willing to afford thee 
this opportunity of showing thy virtuous disposition, by 
brin^g us into this calamity, tlmt it may appear thou canst 
fixgive the injuries that are done to thysielf ; and majrest be 
esteemed kind to others, besides those who, on other ac- 
counts, stand in need of thy assistance ; since it is, indeed, a 
risfat thing to do well to those who are in distress for want 
OK food, but still a more glorious thing to save those who 
deserve to be punished, when it is on account of heinous ' 
c^ences against thyself; for if it be a thing deserving com* 
mendation to fornve such as have been guilty of small 
offences, that tend to a person^s loss, and this be praise- 
worthy in him that overlooks such c^ences; to restrain a 
man'^s passion as to crimes which are capital to the euilty is 
to be like the most excellent nature of God himself. And 
truly, as for myself, had it not been that we had a father, 
who had discovered, on occasion of the death of Joseph, 
how miserably he is always afflicted at the loss of his sons, 
I had not made any words on account of the saving of our 
own lives; I mean, any farther than as that would be an 
excellent character for thyself, to preserve even those that 
would have ndbody to lament them when they were dead ; 
but we f^ould have yielded ourselves up to suffer whatsoever 
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thou pleasedst : but now (for we do not plead for mercy to 
ourselves, though, indeed, if we die, it will be while we 
are young, and before we have had the emoyment of life) 
have regard to our father, and take pity of his old age, on 
whose account it is that we make these supplications to diee. 
We beg thou wilt give us those lives, whicn tlus wickedness 
of ours has rendered obnoxious to thy punishment ; and this 
for his sake who is not himself wickea, nor does his being 
our father make us wicked. He is a good man, and not 
worthy to have such trials of his patience; and now we are 
absent, is he afflicted with care lor us. But if he hear of 
our deaths, and what was the cause of it, he will on that 
account die an immature death ; and the reproachful manner 
of our ruin will hasten his end, and will directly kill him, 
nay, will bring him to a miserable death, while he will 
make haste to rid himself out of the world, and bring him- 
self to a state of insensibilty, before the sad story of our 
end come abroad into the rest of the world. Consider things 
in this manner, although our wickedness does now provoke 
thee with a just desire of punishing that wickedness, and 
forgive it for our father^s sake ; and let thy commiseration df 
him weigh more vdth thee than our wickedness. Have re- 
gard to the old age of our father, who, if we perish, will be 
very lonely while he lives, and will soon die himself alsa-— 
Grant this boon to the name of fathers, for thereby thou 
wilt honour him that begat thee, and will grant it to thyself 
also, who enjoyest already that denomination; thou wilt, 
then, by that denomination, be preserved bf Grod, the Father 
of all, by showing a pious regard to which, in the case of 
our father, thou wilt appear to honour him who is styled by 
the same name ; I mean, if thou wilt have this pity on our 
father, upon this consideration, how miserable he will be if 
he be deprived of his sons. It is thy part, therefore, to 
bestow on us what God has given us, when it is in thy 
power to take it aWay, and so to resemble him entirely in 
charity ; for it is good to use that power, which can neither 
give or take away, on the merciful side ; and when it is in 
thy power to destroy, to forget that thou ever hadst that 
power, and to look on thyself as only allowed power for 
preservation ; and that the more any one extends this power, 
the greater reputation does he gain to himself. Now, by 
forgiving our brother what he has unhappily committedf, 
thou wilt preserve us all ; for we cannot tnmK of living if 
he be put to death, since we dare not show ourselves mive 
to our father, without our brother, but here must we partake 
of one and the same catastrophe of his life. And so far we 
beg of thee, O governor, that if thou eondemnest our bro- 
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ther to die, thou wilt punish us together with him, as par- 
takers of his crime ; for we shall not think it reasonable to 
be reserved to kill ourselves for grief of our brother's death, 
but so to die rather as equally guilty with him of this crime. 
I will only leave with thee thb one consideration, and then 
will say no more, viz. that our brother committed this fault 
when he was young, and not yet of confirmed wisdom in his 
conduct, and that men naturally for^ve such young persons. 
And I end here without adding what more I have to say, 
that in case thou oondemnest us, that omission may be sup- 
posed to have hurt us, and permitted thee to take the severer 
side. But in case thou settest us free, that this may be as- 
cribed to thy own goodness, of which thou art inwardly con- 
scious, that thou freest us from condemnation ; and thiat not 
by barely preserving us, but by granting us such a favour as 
will make us appear more righteous than we really are, and 
by representing to thyself more motives for our deliverance 
than we are abie to produce ourselves. If, therefore, thou 
resolvest to slay him, I desire tliou wilt slay me in his stead, 
and send him back to his father ; or if thou pleasest to retain 
him with thee as a slave, I am fitter to labour for thy advan- 
tage in that capacity, and; as thou seest, am better prepared 
for either of these sufferings.^* So Judas being very willing 
to undergo any thii^ whatever for the deliverance of his bro- 
ther, cast himself down at Joseph^s feet, and earnestly la- 
boured to assuage and pacify his anser. All his brethren 
also fell down before him weeping, and delivering themselves 
up to destruction for the preservation of the life of Benja- 
mm. 

10. But Joseph, as overcome now with his affections^ and 
no longer able to personate an angry man, commanded all 
that were present to depart, that he might make himself 
known to his brethren when they were alone. And when 
the rest were gone out, he made himself known to his bre- 
thren, and said, " I commend you for your virtue, and your 
kindness to our brother ; I fina you better men than I could 
have expected from what you contrived about me. Indeed, 
I did all this to try your love to your brother ; so I believe 
you were not wicked: by nature in what you did in my case, 
but that all has happened according to God's will, who has 
hereby procured our enjoyment of what good things we 
have, and, if he continue in a favourable disposition, of 
what we hope for hereafter. Since, therefore, I know that 
our father is safe and well, beyond expectation, and I see 

• In aH this speech of Judas we may observe, that Josephus still supposed 
that darth was the punishment of theft in EgTpt, in the days of Joseph, though 
it aeYcr was so among the Jews by the law of Moses. 
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you 80 well disposed to your brother, I will no longer re* 
member what guilt you seem to have had about me, but will 
leave off to hate you for that your wickedness, .and do rather 
return you my thanks, ^that you have concurred with the 
intentions of Qod to bnnff thmgs to their present state. I 
would haye you also rather to foreet the same, rince that 
imprudence of yours is come to sudi an happy conclusion^ 
than to be uneasy and blush at those your omnces. Do not, 
therefore, let your evil intentions, when you condemned me, 
and that bitter remorse which might follow, be a grief to you 
now, because those intentions were frustrated. Go, there- 
fore, your way, rejoicing in what has happened by the di- 
vine providence, and inform your father of it, lest he should 
be spent with cares for you, and deprive me of the most 
agreeable part of my felicity : I mean, lest he should die be. 
fore he comes into my sight, and enjoys the good things that 
we now have. Bring, therefore, with you our father, and 
your wives, and children, and all your kindred^ and rematb 
your habitations hither ; for it is not proper that the persons 
dearest to me should live remote from me, now my affairs are 
so prosperous, especially when they must endure five more 
years ot famine."*^ When Joseph had said this, he embraced 
his brethren, who were in tears and sorrow. But the gene- 
rous kindness of their brother seemed to leave among them 
no room for fear, lest they should be punished on account of 
what they had consulted and acted against him. And they 
were then feasting. Now the king, as soon as he heard that 
Joseph^s brethren were come to him, was exceeding glad of it, 
as if it had been a part of hb own good fortune ; and gave 
them waggons full of com, and gold, and silver, to be con- 
veyed to his father. Now, when they had received more of 
their brother, part to be carried to their father, and part as 
free gifts to every one of themselves, Benjamin having still 
more than the rest, they departed. 



CHAP. VII. 

The Renuyval qfJosepJi'it Father j with all hie Family^ to him 

on account qfthe Famine. 

§ 1. As soon as Jacob came to know, by his sons returning 
fiome, in what state Joseph was, that he had not only escaped 
death, for which yet he lived all along in mourning, but that 
he lived in splendour and happiness, and ruled over Eg3rpt 
jointly with the king, and had intrusted to his care almost all 
his affairs ; he did not think any thing he was told to be in- 
credible, considering the greatness of the works of God, and 
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his kiDdiieaa to him^ although that kindness had, for some 
late tiines, been intermitted; so he immediately and zealously 
set out upon hia journey to him. 

2. When he came to the well of the oath, [Beersheba,] he 
oflered sacrifice to God ; and being afraid that the happmess 
there was in Egypt might tempt his posterity to fall m love 
with it, and settle in it, and no more think of removing into 
the land of Canaan, and possessing it, as God had promised 
them ; as also being afraid lest, if this descent into Egypt 
were made without the will of G<xi, his family might be de- 
stroyed there ; out of fear withal, lest he should depart this 
life before he came to the sight of Joseph, he fell asleep, 
revolving these doubts in his mind: 

3. But Gtid stood by him, and called to him twice by his 
name ; and when he asked, who he was ? God said, ^^ No, 
sure, it is not just that thou Jacob shouldst be unacquainted 
with that Grod who has been ever a protector and an helper 
to thy forefathers, and after them to thyself: for when thy 
fiither would have deprived thee of the dominion, I gave it 
thee ; and by my kindness it was, that when thou wast sent 
into Mesopotamia all alone, thou obtainedst good wives, and 
retumedst with many children and much wealth. Thy 
whole family also has been preserved by my providence; 
and it was I who conducted Joseph, thy son, whom thou 
gavest up for lost, to the enjoyment of great prosperity. I 
also made him lord of Egypt, so that he diners but little 
from a king. Accordingly, I come now as a guide to thee in 
this journey ; and foretel to thee, that thou shalt die in the 
arms of Joseph : and I inform thee, that thy posterity shall 
be many ages in authority and glory, and that I will settle 
them in the land which I have promised them."" 

4. Jacob, encouraged by this dream, went on more cheer* 
fully for Eg3rpt, with his sons, and dl belonging to them. 
Now they were in all seventy. I once, indeed, thought it 
best not to set down the names of this family, especially be- 
cause of their difiicult pronunciation [by the Greeks] ; but, 
upon the whole, I think it necessary to mention those names, 
tnat I may disprove such as believe that we came originally 
not out of Mesopotamia, but arc Egyptians. Now Jacob 
had twelve sons ; of these, Joseph was come thither before. 
We will therefore set down the names of Jacobus children 
and grandchildren. Reubel had four sons, Anoch, Phallu, 
Assaron, Charmi. Simeon had six, Jammuel, Jamin, Avod, 
Jachin, Soar, Saul. Levi had three sons, Gershom, Caath, 
Merari. Judas had three sons, Sala, Phares, Zerah : and 
by Phares two grandchildren, Esrom and Amar. Issochar 
had four sons, Thola, Phua, Jasub, Samaron. Zabulon had 

VOL. I. r. 
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with him three sons, Sared, Helon, Jalel. So far is the 

?osterity of Lea; with whom went her daughter Dinah. 
i'hese are thirty-three. Rachel had two sons, the one of 
which, Joseph, had two sons also, Manasseh and Ephraim. 
The other, Benjamin^ had ten sons, Bolau, Bacchar, AsabeU 
Geras, Naaman, Jess, Ros, Momphis, Opphis, Arad. These 
fourteen added to the thirty-three before enumerated, amount 
to the number forty-seven. And this was the legitimate 
posterity of Jacobw He had beside by Bilha, the handmaid 
of Racihel, Dan and Nephthali, which last had four sons that 
followed him, Jesse], Guni, Issari, and Selem. Dan had 
an only begotten son, Usi. If these be added to those be- 
fore-mentioned, they complete the number fifty-four. Gad 
and Asser were the sons of Zilpha, who was the handmaid of 
Lea. These had with them. Gad seven, Saphoniah, Augis, 
Suriis, Assabon, Aerin, Eroed, Ariel. Asser had a daughter, 
Sarah, and six male children, whose names were Jomne, 
Isus, Isoui, Baris, Abar, and Melchiel. If wc add these,, 
which are sixteen, to the fifty-four, the fore-mentioned num- 
ber [70] is completed, Jacob not* being himself included in 
that number. 

5. When Joseph understood that his father was coming, 
for Judas his brother was come before him, and informed 
him of his approach, he went out to meet him ; and they met 
together at Heroopolis. But Jacob almost fainted away at 
this unexpected and great joy; however, Joseph revived 
him, being yet not himself able to contain from being affected 
in the same manner, at the pleasure he now had, yot was he 
not wholly overcome with his passion, as his father was.-^- 
After this, he desired Jacob to travel on slowly ; but he 
himself took five of his brethren with him, and made haste 
to the king, to tell him that Jacob and his family were come ; 
which was a joyful hearing to him. He also bid Joseph tdl 
him what sort of life his brethren loved to lead, that he might 
; give them leave to follow the same : vvho told him they were 
good shepherds, and had been used to follow no other em- 
ployment but this alone. Whereby he provided for them, 
that they should not be separated, but live in the same place, 
and take care of their father ; as also hereby he provided, 
that they might be acceptable to the Egyptians, by doing 
nothing that would be common to them with the Egyptians ; 

• All the Greek copies of Josephus have the negative ■particle here, that Jacob 
himself wlw nci reckoned one of the 70 souls that came into Egypt ; bat the old 
Latin copies want it, and diUBCtly assure us he mu one of thein. It is therdbre 
hardly oertain which of these was Josephus^s true reeling, since the number 70 
is made up without him, if we reckon Lea' for one ; but if she be not reckoned, 
Jacob must himself be one, to complete the minibflr. 
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fiir the Eg3rptians arc prohibited* to meddle with feciling of 
sheep. ' 

6. When Jacob was conic to tlic king, and saluted him, 
and wished all prosperity to his government, Pharaoh asked 
him how old he now was ? Upon whose answer, that he was 
an himdred and thirty years old, he adniirtd Jacob on ac« 
count of the length of bis life. And when he had added, 
that stiU he had not lived so long as his forefathers, lie gave 
him leave to live with his childn-n in Heliopolis ; for in that 
dty the king^s shepherds had their pasturage. 

7. However, the fanzine increased among the Egyptians ; 
and this heavy judgment grew more oppressive to iliem, be- 
cause neither did the river overflow the ground, for it did not 
rise to its former height, nor did God send rain-f- upon it; 
nor did they indeed make the least provision for themselves, 
80 ignorant were they what was to be done ; but Joseph sold 
them com for their n^pney. But when their money failed 
them, they bought corn with their cattle and tlieir slaves ; 
and if any of them had a small piece of land, they gave up 
that to purcliase them food, by which means tlie king be- 
came the owner of all their substance ; and they were ro- 
moved some to one place, and some to another, that so the 
poaaesdon of their country might be firmly assured to the 
king ; excepting the lands of the priests, for their country 
OMitinued still in their own possession. And indeed this sore 
funine made their minds, as well as their boding, slaves ; and 
at length compelled them to procure a sufficiency of £bod 
by such dishonourable means. But when this misery ceased, 
and the river overfloweil the gi-ound, and the ground brought 
jEbrth its fruits plentifully, Joseph came to exary city, and 
gathered the people thereto belonging together, and gave 
ihem back entirely the land which, by their own consent, the 
king might have possessed alone, and alone enjoyed the fr^itK 
of it. He also exhorted them to look on it as every one s 
own possession ; and to fall to their husliandrv with clicer- 
fulness ; and to pay, as a tribute to the king, the fifth part| 

* JoMphuB thought, that the Egyptian! hated or cleipued the empkymflot of 
« ihephenl in the days of Joseph ; whereas Dishop Cuinberlaiul has shown, th^t 
they rather hated such Phcnician or Canaanite shepherds that had long cnsluvnl 
die Egyptians or old time. See his Sanchoniatho, p. 361, 369. 




Kgypt 

Lower Kgypt adjoining to it] it did of old, and still docs rain sometimes. See 

the note, Antiq. B. iii, ch. i, nect. 6. 

i Joscplius supposes, that .loheph now rcMtorcd tlic Egyptians tlieir Unds 
a(9ua, upon the payment of a fifth part as a tribute. Tt seems to me rather that 
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of the fruits for the land which the king, when it wag his 
own. restored to them. These men rejoiced upon their be- 
oommg unexpectedly owners of their lands, and diligently 
observed what was enjoined them. And by this means Jo- 
seph procured to himself a greater authority among the 
Egyptians, and greater love to the king from them. Now 
this Taw, that they should pay the fifth part of their fruits as 
tribute, continued until their later kings. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Of the Death of Jacob and Joseph* 

1. Now when Jacob had lived seventeen yeats in Egjrpt^ 
le fell into a disease, and died in the presence of his sons ; 
but not tiU he made his prayers for their enioying prosperity, 
atid till he had fateuAd to them prophetically how every one 
of them was to dwell in the land of Canaan. But this hap* 
pened many years afterward. He also enlarged upon the 

Straises of Joseph ; * how he had not remembered the evil 
cnngs of his brethren to their disadvantage; nay, on the 
contrary, was kind to them, bestowing upon them so many 
benefits, as seldom are beittowed on men^s own benefactors. 
He then commanded his own sons that they should admit 
Joseph^s sons, Ephnum and Manasseh, into their number^ 
and divide the land of Canaan in common with them ; con* 
ceming whom we shall treat hereafter. However, he made 
it his request, that he might be buried at Hebron. So he 
dBed, when he had lived full an hundred and fifty years, three 
only abated, having not been behind any of his ancestors in 
piety towards God ; and having such a recompense for it as 
It was fit those should have who were so good as these were. 
But Joseph, by the king^s permission, carried his father^s 
dead body to Hebron, and there buried it at a great expense. 
Now his brethren were at first unwilling to return back with 
him, because they were afraid, lest, now their father was 
dead, he should punish them for their secret practices against 
him, since he was now gone for whose sake he had been so 
gracious to them. But ne persuaded them to fear no harm, 
and to entertidn no suspicions of him : so he brought them 

the Itnd WM now ooniidetad ai Pharioh*t latod, and this fifth part ai ita rent, to 
be paid to him, as he wai their landlord, and they his tenanta ; and that the Uuida 
were not properly restored, and this fifUi part resenred aa tribute only, till the 
days of Sesostris. See Essay on the Old Testament, Append, p. 148, 149. 

* As to this encomium upon Joseph, as prepuatory to Jaoob*s adopting 
Ephraim and Manasadi into his own fainOy, and to be admitted for two tribes, 
which Josephns hen men t io p s, all our copies of Genesis omit it, di. xlviii ; nor 
do we know whence he took it, or whether it be not his own embellishment only. 
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aloDg with him, and gave them great possessions, and never 
left off his particular concern for tbem. 

5L Joseph also died when he had lived an hundred and ten 
jmn ; having been a man of admirable virtue, and conduct- 
ing all his affiiirs by the rules of reason; and used his authoiv 
ty with moderation, which was the cause of his so great feli^ 
city among the Egyptians, even when he came from another 
country, and that in such ill circumstances also, as we have 
abready described. At length his brethren died, after they 
had lived happily in E^pt. Now the posterity and sons of 
these men^ alter some time, carried their bodies, and buried 
them at Hebron ; but as to the bones of Joseph, they carried 
them into the land of Canaan afterward, when the Hebrews 
went out of Esypt ; for so had Joseph made them promise 
him upon oath. But what became of every one of these 
men, and by what toils they got possession of the land of 
Canaan, shall be shewn hereafter, when I have first explain** 
ed upoo what account it was that they left Egypt. 
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CHAP. IX. 



Concerning the Afflictions that hefd the Hebrews in Egypt 

during Four Hunared Years.^ 

8 1. Now it happened that the Egyptians grew delicate and 
uay» as to painstaking, and gave themselves up to other 
pleasures, and in particular to the love of gain. They also 
oecame very ill-affected towards the Hebrews, as touched 
with envy at thdr prosperity ; for when they saw how the 
nation of the Israelites flourished, and were become eminent 
already in plenty of wealth, which they had acquired by their 
virtue and natural love of labour, they thought their increase 
was to thdr own detriment. And having in length of time 
forgotten the benefits they had received from Joseph, par- 
ticularly the crown being now come into another family, tney 
became very abusive to the Israelites, and contrived many 
ways of aflhcting them ; for they enjoined them to cut a great 
number of channels for the river, and to build walls for their 
cities, and ramparts, that they might restrain the river, and 
hinder its waters from stagnating, upon its running over its 
own banks. They set them also to built pyramids,^ and by 

* As to the ■fRictlon of Abraham's posterity for 400 years, see Antiq. Book 
i, chap. X, sect. 3. And as to what dtio they built in Egypt under Fharaoh 
Sesoa^ and of Pharaoh Sesostris's drowning in the Red Sea, see £ssay on the 
Old Test. Append, p. 139-lfft. 

t Of dik buUding of the pyramids of Egypt by the Israelites, see Perizonius 
Or^ ^gyptiac ch^ xxL It is not impossible they might build oneor more of 
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all tnis wore them out ; and forced them to learn all sorts of 
mechanical arts, and to aocustom themselves to hard labour* 
And four hundred years did they spend under these afRic- 
tions ; for they strove one against the other which should get 
the mastery, the Egyptians desiring to destroy the Israelites 
by these labours, and the Israelites desiring to hold out to 
the end under them. 

^ While the affairs of the Hebrews were in this condition, 
there was this occasion oftered itself to the Egyptians, which 
made them more solicitous for the extinction of our natiot); 
One of those sacred scribes,* who were very sagacious in fore-, 
telling future events truly, told the king, that about this time 
there would a child be bofti to the Israelites, who, if he were 
reared, would bring the Egyptian dominion low, and would 
raise the Israelites ; that he would excel all men in virtue, 
"and obtain a glory that would be remembered through all 
ages. Which thing was so feared by the king, that, accord- 
ing to this man^s opinion, he commanded that they should 
cast every male child which was bom to the Israelites into 
the river, and destroy it ; that besides this the Egyptian mid- 
wives-(" should watcn the labours of the Hebrew women, 
and observe what is born, for those were the women who 
were enjoined to do the office of mldwives to them ; and, by 
reason of their relation to the king, would not transgress his 
commands. He enjoined also, that if any parents should 
disobey him, and venture to save their male children nlive,^ 
they and their families should be destroyed. This was a 
severe affliction indeed to those that suffered it, not only as 
they were deprived of their tons, and while they were the 

the nxuJI ones, but ^he latjze bnes seem much later. Ofily, if they be all built of 
BtonO) this does not so well agree vritli the Ivraelitet* lahoun, which arc said to 
have been in bricks and not in 4toMc^ as Mr. 8aodjs obsenres in his Travels, p. 
127, 188. 

* Dr. Bernard informs us here, that instead of this single priest or prophet of 
the Kgyptians, without a name in Josephiis, the Targum of Jonathan names the 
two famous antagonists of Moses, Jannes and Jambres. Nor is it at all unlikely, 
that it might be one of these who foreboded so much misery to the Ivgyptians, 
and so much happiness to the Israelites from the rearing of Moses. 

•f Jo8e]ghus is clear that these midwives were Egyptians, and not Israelites, 
as in our'Cther copies, which is very probable, it not being easy to be supposed, 
that Pharaoh could trust the Israelite midwives to execute so barbarous a com- 
mand against their own nation. Consult therefore and correct hence our ordinary 
copies. Exod. i, 15-22. And indeed Josephus seems. to have had much com- 
pleter copies of the Pentateuch, or other authentic records now lost, about the 
birth and actions of Moses, thain either our Hebrew, Samaritaai or Greek Bibles 
afibrd us, which enabled him to be so large and particular about him. 

X Of this grandfather of Sesostris, Ramestes the Great, who slew the Israelite 
infants, and of the inscription on his obelisk, containing, in my opinion, one of 
the oldest records of mankind, see Essay on the Old Test Append, p. 139, 145^ 
UT, 217-220. 
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pucnts theniflelves, tbej were obliged to be subservient to the 
destruction of tbeir own children, but as it was to be sup. 
poted to tend to the extirpation of their nation ; while uiion 
the destruction of their children, and their own gradual dis* 
solution, the calamity would become very hard and incon- 
solable to them. And this was the ill state they were in. — 
But no one can be too bard for the purpose of God, though 
he contrive ten diousand $ubtile devices for that end ; for this 
child, whom the sacred scribe foretold, was brought up and 
conceded from the observers appcunted by the king ; and he 
that foretold him did not mistake in the conscqueiKes of his 
preservation, which were brought to pass after the manner 
following. 

8. A man whose name was Amrani, one of the nobler sort 
of the Hebrews, was afraid for his whole nation, lest it should 
fail, by the want of young men to be brought up hereafter, 
and was very uneasy at it> his wife being then with child, 
and he knew not what to do. Hereu]x>n he betook himself 
to prayer to Grod ; and entreated him to have compassion on 
those men who had noways transgressed the laws of his wor- 
ship, and to aflbrd them deliverance from the miseries they 
at that time endured, and to render abortive their enemies^ 
hopes of the destruction of their nadon. Accordingly, God 
had mercy on him, and was moved by his supplication. He 
stood by him in his sleep, and exhorted him not to despair of 
his future favours. He said farther, that he did not forget 
their piety towards him, and would always reward them for 
it, as he had formerly granted his favour to their forefathers, 
and made them increase from a few to so ga^at a multitude. 
He put him in mind, that when Abraham was come alone 
out o£ Mesopotamia into Canaan, he had been made happy, 
not only in other respects, but that when his wife was at first 
barren, she was afterwards by him enabled to conceive seed, 
and bear him sons : That he left to Ishmael and to his pos- 
terity the country of iVrabia ; as also to his sons by Keturah, 
Trogkxly tes ; and to Isaac, Canaan : That by my assistance, 
said he, he did great exploits in war, which, unless you be 
yourselves impious, you must still remember. As for Jacob, 
he became well known to strangers also, by the greatness of 
that prosperity in which he liveii, and left to his sons, who 
came into Egypt with no more than seventy souls, while you 
are now become above six hundred thousand. Know, tliere- 
fore, that I shall provide for you all in common what is for 
your good, and particularly for thyself what shall maice thee 
iiamous; for that child, out of dread of whose nativity the 
Egyptians have doomed the Israelite children to destruction, 
shall be this child of thine, and shall be conceaWd from thpsg 
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who watch to dentrov him ; and when he ia brought up in « 
surprising way, he shall deliver the Hebrew nation from the 
distress -they are under from the Egyptians. His memory 
shall be famous while the world lasts ; and this not only among, 
the Hebrews,' but foreigners also. All which shall be the 
eiiect of my favour to tnee and to thy posterity. He shall 
also have such a brother, that he shall himself obtain my 
priesthood, and his posterity shall have it after him to the 
end of the world. 

4; When the vision had informed him of these things, Am^ 
ram awaked, and told it to Jochebed, who was his wife. And 
now the fear increased upon them on account of the predic* 
tion in Amram^s dream ; for they were under concern, not 
only for the child, but on account of the great happiness that 
was to come to him also. However, the mother^s labour was 
such as afforded a confirmation to what was foretold by Grod ; 
for it was not known to those that watched her, by the easi* 
ncss of her pains, and because the throes of her delivery did 
not fall upon her with violence. And now they nourished the 
child at home privately fof three months ; but after that time 
Amram, fearing he should be discovered, and, by falling under 
the kifie^s displeasure, both he and his child should perish, 
and so he should make the promise of God of none effect, 
he determined rather to intrust the safety and care of the 
child to God, than to depend on his own concealment of him, 
which he looked upon as a/thing uncertain, and whereby both 
the child, so privately to be nourished, and himself, should be 
in imminent danger ; but he believed that Grod would some 
way for certain procure the safety of the child, in order to 
secure the truth of his own predictions. When they had 
thus determined, they made an ark of bulrushes, after the 
manner of a cradle, and of a bigness sufficient for an infant 
to be laid in, without being too strutened ; they thep daubed 
it over with slime, which would naturally keep out the water 
from entering between the bulrushes, and put the infant into 
it, and setting it afloat upon the river, they left its preserva- 
tion to God ; so the river received the child, and carried him 
along. But Miriam, the child^s sister, passed along upon the 
bank over against him, as her mother had bid her, to see 
whither the ark would be carried ; where God demonstrated, 
that human wisdom was nothing, but that the Supreme Being 
is able to do whatsoever he pleases ; that those who, in order 
to their own security, condemn others to destruction, and use 
great endeavours about it, fail of- their purpose ; but that 
others are in a surprising manner preserved, and obtain a 
prosperous condition almost from the very midst of their 
^amities ; those, I mean, whose dangers arise by the appoint* 
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ment of God* And^ indeed, such a providence was exercised 
in the case of this child as showed the power of God. 

fi. Thermuthis was the king^s daughter. She was now di- 
verting herself by the banks of the river ; and seeing a cradle 
borne along by the current, she sent some that could swim, 
and bid them bring the cradle to her. When those that 
were sent on this errand came to her with the cradle, and she 
saw the little child, she was greatly in love with it, on ac- 
count of its largeness and beauty ; for God had taken such 
ffreat care in the formation of Moses, that he caused him to 
be thought worthy of bringing up and providing for, by all 
those that had takeii the most fatal resolutions, on account of 
their dread of his nativity, for the destruction of the rest of 
the Hebrew nation. Thermuthis bid them bring her a woman 
that miffht afford her breast to the child ; yet would not the 
diild admit of her breast, but turned away from it, and did 
the like to many other women. Now Miriam was by when 
this happened, not to appear to be there on purpose, but only 
as staying to see the child ; and she said, << It is in vain that 
thou, O queen, callest for these women for the nourishing of 
the child, who are no way of kin to it ; but still, if thou wilt 
order one of the Hebrew women to be brought, perhaps it 
may admit the breast of one of its own nation.^ Now, since 
she seemed to speak well, Thermuthis bid her to procure such 
an one, and to bring one of those Hebrew women that gave 
suck. So when she had such authority given her, she come 
back and brought the mother, who was known to nobody 
there. And now the child gladly admitted the breast, and 
seemed to stick close to it ; and so it was, that, at the queen^s 
desire, the nursing of the child was entirely intrusted to the 
mother. 

6. Hereupon it was that Thermuthis imposed this name 
Mouies upon him, from what had happened when he was put 
into the nver ; for the Egyptians call water by the name of 
MOf and such as are saved out of it by the name of Usm ; so 
by putting these two words together, the^ imposed this name 
upon him. And he was, by the confession ca all, according 
to God'^s prediction, as well for his greatness of mind, as for 
hb contempt of diflSculties, the best of all the Hebrews : for 
Abraham was his ancestor of the seventh generation; for 
Moses was the son of Amram, who was the son of Caath, 
whose father Levi was the son Jacob, who was the son of 
Isaac, who was the son of Abraham. Now Moses^ under- 
standing became superior to his age, nay, far beyond that 
standard; and when he was taught, he discovered greater 
quickness of apprehension than was usual at his i^ ; and his 
actions at that time pnxnised greater, when he should come 
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to the age of a man. God did also give him that tailness, 
when he was but throe years old, as was wqnderful. And as 
for his beauty, there was nobody so unpolite as, when they saw 
Moses, they were not greatly surprised at the beauty of hui 
countenance; nay, it happened frequently, that those that 
met him as he was carried along the road were obliged to turn 
again upon seeing the child ; that they left what they were 
about, and stood still a great while to look on him ; for the 
beauty of the child was so remarkable and natural to him, on 
many accounts, that it detained the spectators, and made them 
stay longer to look upon him. 

7. Thermuthis, therefore, perceiving him to be so remark- 
able a child, adopted him for her son, having no child of her 
own. And when one time she had carried Mosos t6 her fa- 
ther, she showed him to him, and said, she thought to make 
him her father^s successor, if it should please God she should 
have no legitimate child of her own ; and said to him, ** I 
have brought up a child who is of a divine form,* and of a 
generous mind ; and as I have received him from the bounty 
of the river, in a wonderful manner, I thought proper to adopt 
him for my son, and the heir of thy kingdom.^ And when 
she had said this, she put the infant into her father^s hands : 
so he took him, and hugged him close to his breast ; and, on 
his daughter''s account, in a pleasant way, put his diadem upon 
his head ; but Moses threw it down to the ground, and m a 
puerile mood, he wreathed it round, and trode upon it with 
his feet, which seemed to bring along with it an evil prcsago 
concerning the kingdom of Egypt. But when the sacred 
scribe saw this, (he was the same person who foretold that hia 
nativity would bring the dominion of that kingdom low,) he 
made a violent attempt to kill him; and crying out in a fright- 
ful manner, he said, << This, O king ! this child is he of whom 
G<id foretold, that if we kill him we shall be in no danger ; 
he himself affords an attestation to the prediction of the some 
thing, by his trampling upon thy government, and treading 
upon thy diadem. Take him, therefore, out of the way, and 
deliver the Egyptians from the fear they are in about him ; 
and deprive the Hebrews of the hope they have of being 
encouraged by him."" But Thermuthis prevented him, and 
snatched the child away. And the king was not hasty to slay 
him ; God himself, whose providence protected Moses, in- 
dining the king to spare him. He was, therefore, educated 
with great care. So tlie Hebrews depended on him, and were 
of good hopes that great things would be done by him ; but 

* M'hat Joeephus here laya of the beauty of JUoses, that he was of a divine 
form^ is very like what 8t. Stephen says of the same beauty, that IUoms was 
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the EgypdaiM were suspicious of what would follow such his 
education. Yet because if Moses had been slain, there was 
no one, either akin or adopted, that had any oracle of his side 
for pretending to the crown of Egypt, and likely to lie of 
greater advantage to them, they abstained from killing him. 
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CHAP. X. 

H(ya> Moses made War icith the Ethiopians, 

§ 1. MosKs, therefore, when he was born, and brought up in 
uie foregoing inanuer, and came to the age of maturity, made 
his virtue manifest tu tiie Egyptians; and showed that he was 
born for the bringing them down, and raising the Israelites. 
And the occasion he laid hold of was this : The Ethiopians, 
who are next neighbours to the Egyptians, made an inrriad 
into their country, which they seized upon, and carried of!* the 
effects of the Egyptians, who, in their rage, fought against 
them, and revenged the affronts they had received from them ; 
but being overcome in battle, some of them were slain, and 
the re^t ran away in a shameful manner, and by that means 
saved tliemselves ; whereupon the Ethiopians followed after 
them in the pursuit, and thinking that it would be a mark of 
cowardice if they did not subdue all Egypt, they went on to 
subdue the rest with greater vehemence ; and when they had 
tasted the sweets of the country, they never left. off the pro* 
secution of the war : and as the nearest parts had not courage 
enough at first to fight with them, they proceeded as far as 
Memphis, and the sea itself, while not one of the cities were 
able to oppose them. The Egyptians, under this sad op- 
pression, l)etook themselves to their oracles and prophecies ; 
and when God had given them this coimsel, to make use of 
Moses the Hebrew, and take his assistance, the king com- 
manded his daughter to produce him, that he might be the 
general of their army.* Upon which, when she liad made 
im swear he would do him no harm, she delivered him to 
the king, and supposed his assistance would be of great ad^ 
vantage to them. She withal reproached the priest ; who, 
when they had before admonished the Egyptians to kill him, 
was not ashamed now to own their want c^ his help. 

* Thu liistory of Motes, as genciml of the Eg^ptomi agminit the Ethiopians, 
k wboUj omitted in our Bibles, but is thus dted by Irenanii, from Josephui, 
and that soon afler his own age. — *^ Josephus says, that when Moses was nourish- 
ed in the IdngfH palace, he was appointed general of the army against the Ethio- 
pians, and conquered them ; when he married that kingN daughter, because, out 
of her affection for him, she deltrered the city up to him." See the Fragments 
of Irenseua, ab edit. Grab. p. 472. Nor perhaps did bL Stephen refer to any 
thing else, when he said of Moaei, before he was sent by God to the Israelites, 
that he was not only learned in all the wudom of the Egyptiant^ but was also 
viighty in wonlt and in dcedt^ Acts vii, 22. 
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sacred scribes, he was ready to undertake to kill Moftcs. But 
when he had learned beforehand what plots there were 
against him, he went away privately ; and because the pub* 
lie roads were watched, lie took his flight through the desertSy 
and wlicre his enemies could not suspect he would travel ; 
and though he was destitute of food, he went on, and de- 
spised that difficulty courageously. And when he came to 
tne city Midian, which lay upon the Red Sea, and was so 
denominated from one of Abraham^s sons by Keturah, he sat 
upon a certain well, and rested himself there after his labori- 
ous journey and the affliction he had been in. It was not 
far from the city ; and the time of the day was noon, where 
he had an occasion offered him by the custom of the country 
of doing what recommended his virtue, and afforded him an 
opportunity of bettering his circumstances. 

2, For that country having but little water, the shepherds 
used to seize on the wells before others came, lest their flocks 
should want walcir, and lest it should be spent by others be*- 
fore tliey came. They were now come therefore to this well 
seven sisters that were virgins, the daughters of Ragud, a 
priest, and one thought worthy by the people of the country 
of great honour, 'ihese virgins, who took care of theur 
father^s flocks, which sort of work it was customuy, and very 
familiar for women to do in the country of the Troglodytes, 
they came first of all, and drew water out of tlie well in a 
t]uantity sufficient for the flocks, into troughs, which were 
made for the reception of that water, liut when the sliep* 
herds came upon the maidens, and drove them away, that 
they might have the command of the water themselves, 
Moses, thinking it would be a terriUe reproacli upon him if 
he overlooked the young women under unjust uppressicm, 
and should suffer the violence of the men to prevail over tlie 
right of the maidens, he drove away the men who liad a 
• mmd to more than their share, and afforded a proper assist- 
ance to the women ; who, when they had received such a 
benefit from him, came to their father, and told him how 
they had been aflronted by the shepherds, and assisted by a 
stranger, and entreated that he would not let this generous 
action be done in vain, nor go without a reward. Now the 
father took it well from his daughters tliat they were so de- 
sirous to reward tlieir benefactor, and bid them bring Moses 
into his presence, that he might be rewarded as he deserved. 
And when Moses came, he told him what testimony bis 
daughters bare to him, that he liad assisted them ; and that, 
as he admired him for his virtue, he said, that Moses had 
iiestowcd such his assistance on persons not insensible cif 
i benefits, but where they were both able and willing to return 

I 
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the kindness, and even to exceed tlie measure of his ^enero. 
sitj. So he made him his son, and gave him one of his 
daughtfrs in marriage; and appointed him to be the guardian 
and superintendant over his cattle, for of old all the wealth 
uf the barbariona was in tliose cattle. 
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CHAP. XII. 

Coficeming the Bumhig Bushy and tlie Rod of Moses. 

fl. Now Moses, when he had obtained this favour of 
ethrO) for that was one of the names of llaguel, stayed 
there, and fed his flock ; but, some time afterward, taking his 
station at the mountain called Sinaiy he drove his flocks 
thither to feed them. Now this is the highest c^ all the 
-mountains thereabouts, and the best for pasturage, the herb- 
age being there good ; and it had not been before fed upon, 
because of the opinion men had that Grod dwelt there, the 
diepherds not daring to ascend up to it And here it was 
that a wonderful prodigy happened to Moses ; for a fire fed 
upon a thom-busn, yet did the green leaves and the flowers 
continue untouched, and the fire did not at all consume the 
;fruit-braDdies, although the flame was great and fierce. 
Moses was affrighted at this strange si^ht, as it was to him ; 
but he was still more astonished when the fire uttered a voice, 
and called to him by name, and spake words to him, by 
which it signified to him how bold he had been in venturing 
to come into a place whither no man had ever oomc before, 
because the place was divine; and advised him to remove a 

Eeat way from the flame, and to be contented with what he 
d seen ; and though he were himself a good man, and the 
oi&pring of great men, yet that he should not pry any farther; 
andf he foretold to him, that he should have glory and ho. 
Dour among men, by the blessing of God upon him. He 
also commanded him to go away thence with confidence to 
Egypt, in order to his bcmg the commander and conductor 
of the body of the Hebrews, and to his delivering his own 
people from the injuries they suffer^ there: *^ For,'" said 
Goa, ^^ they shall inhabit this happv land .which your fore- 
father Abraham inhabited, and snail have the enjoyment of 
all sorts of good things; and thou by thy prudence shall guide 
them to those good things.^ But still he enjoined him, when 
he had brou^t the Hebrews out of the land of Egypt, to 
come to that place, and to offer sacrifices of thanksgiving 
tliere. Sudi were the divine oracles which were detivei«d 
out of the fire. 

Si But Moses was astonished at what he saw, and much 
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more at what he heard : and he said, << I think it would be 
an instance of too great madness, O Lord, for one of that 
regard I bear to thee, to distrust thy power, since I mysdf 
adore it, and know that it has been made manifest to my 
progenitors ; but I am still in doubt how I, who am a private 
man, and one of no abilities, should either persuade my own 
countrymen to leave the country they now inhabit, and to 
follow me tp a land whither I lead them ; or if they should 
be persuaded, bow I can force Pharaoh to permit them to 
depart, since they augment their own wealth and prosperity 
by the labours and works they put upon them.^ 

8. But God persuaded him to be courageous on all occa^ 
sions, and promised to be with him, and to assist him in his 
words when he was to persuade men^ and in his deeds when 
he was to perform wonders. He bid him also to take a sig- 
nal of the truth of what he said, by throwing his rod upon 
the ground ; which, when he had done, it crept along; and 
was become a serpent, and rolled itself round in its folds, 
and erected its head, as ready to revenge itself on such as 
should assault it ; after which it beciime a rod again as it was 
before. After this God bid Moses to put his right hand into 
his bosom : he obeyed, and when he took it out it was white, 
and in colour like to chalk, but afterward it returned to ita 
wonted colour again. He also, upon God^s command, took 
some of the water that was near him, and poured it upon the 
ground, and saw the colour was that of olood. ' Upon the 
wonder that Moses showed at these signs, Gt>d exhorted him 
to be of good courage, and to be assured that he would be 
the greatest support to him ; and bid him make use of thote 
signs, in order to obtain belief among all men that thou art 
sent by me, and dost all things according to my commands. 
Accordingly, I enjcnn thee to make no more delays, but to 
make haste to Egypt, and to travel night and day, and not to 
draw out the time, and so make the ^very of the Hebrews 
and their sufferings to last the longer. 

4f. Moses having now seen and heard these wonders, that 
assured him of the truth of these promises of God, had no 
room left him to disbelieve them, he entreated him to grant 
him that power ^hen he should be in Egypt ; and besought 
him to vouchsafe him the knowledge of his own name, and 
since he had heard and seen him, that he would also tell him 
his name, that when he offered sacrifice he might invoke him ' 
by such his name in his oblations. Whereupon God de- 
clared to him his holy name, which had never been discovered 
to men before; concerning which it is* not lawful for me to 

* This superstitious fear of discovering the name trithjbnr ktten^ which of 
Ute we b»TC been used falsely to pronoanee Jehtnmh^ but aeems to have been 
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mj any more* Now these signs accompanied Moses, not 
tmn onlj, but always when he prayed for them. Of all 
which signs he attributed the firmest assent to the fire in the 
bush ; and believing that God would be a gracious supporter 
to hiiai he hoped he riiould be able to deKver his own nation^ 
and bring calamitiea on the Egyptians. 
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CHAP. xm. 

ffom Motes and Aaron returned into Egypt to Pharaoh. 

§ 1. So Moses, when he undersUk>d that the Pharaoh, in 
whose t«u;n he fled away, was dead^ asked leave of Ragud 
to go to mgml, for tlie benefit of his own people. And he 
tow with hun Zipporah, the daughter of xUguel, whom ha 
had manied, and the cfaildrm he had by her, Gersom and 
Eleajar, aqd made haste into Egypt Now the former of 
those names, Gersom, in the Hebrew tongue, signifies, that 
he was in a strange land; and Eleazar, that, by the asaigU 
anee ftf ike Hod of his faiherSy he had escaped from the 
Egyptians. Now, when they were near the borders, Aaron 
his OTOther, by the commaoo of God, met him, to whom he 
declared what had befallen him at the mountain, and the com- 
mands that God had given him. But as they weie going 
forward, the chief men among the Hebrews, having learned 
that they were coming, met them ; to whom Moses declared 
the signs he had seen ; and while they could not believe th^m, 
he made them see them. So they took oourace at these sur-> 
prising and unexpected sights, and hoped well of their entire 
iklvreranoe, as believing now that God took care of their 
preservation. 

%, Since^ then, Moses found diat the Hebrews would be 
obedieDt to whatsoever he should direct, as they promised to 
be, and were m love with liberty, he came to the king, who 
bad indeed but lately received the government, and told him 
how much he had done for the good of the Egyptians, when 
they were despised bv the Ethiopians, and their countryjaid 
waste by them ; and how he had been the commander of Their 
fimxs, and had laboured for them, as if th^ had been his 

erigfSBllv phmouneed Jakdh^ or Joo, » never, I tfamk, hcArd of till this ptfsagt 
oT JaMiAns \ and Uui lupcrstition, in not pnmoancing that name, has continued 
amoog the Rabbinical Jewi to this day, (thougli whether the Samaritans and 
Canitei obeenred it so early, does not appear.) Josephus also durst not set 
down the very words of the ten commandments, as we sliall see hereafter, An- 
dq, B. iii, ch. 5, sect 4 ; which supentitioua silence, I think, has yet not been 
coDtixnied even by the Rabbins. It is, however, no doubt but both tlicse cautious 
conceaUnents weie taught Josephus by the Pharisees, a body of men at Mice vcxy 
wicked And ^ery isuperstitidus. 

VOL. I. H 
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own people ; and fie iDformed him in what danger he had 
been during that expedition, without having any proper re- 
turns made him, as lie had deserved. He also informed him 
distinctly what things happened to him at Mount Sinai^ and 
what God said to hmi ; and the signs that were done by God^ 
in order to assure him of the authority of those commands 
which he had given him. He also exhorted him not to dis- 
believe what he told him, nor to oppose the will of God. 

3. But when the king derided Moses, he made him in ear- 
nest see the signs that were done at Mount Sinai. Yet was 
the kin^ very angry with him, and called him an ill roan, 
who had formerly run away from his £|;yptian slavenr^ find 
came now back with deceitful tricks, andwonders, and magi* 
cal arts, to astonish him. And when he had said this, he 
commanded the priests to let him see the same wonderful 
sights, as knowing that the Egyptians were skilful in this 
kind of learning, and that he was not the only person who 
knew them, anopretended than to be divine ; as also, he told 
him, that when he brought sudi wonderful sights before him, 
he would only be believed by the unlearned. Now when tho 
priests threw down their rods, they became serpents. But 
Afoses was not daunted at it ; and said, ^^ O king, I do not 
myself deqpise the wisdom of the Egyptians, but I say, that 
what I do is so much superior to what these do by ma^c arts 
and tricks, as divine power exceeds the power of man. But 
I will demonstrate, that what I do is not done by craft, or 
counterfeiting, what is not really true, but that they appear 
by the providence and power of God.'*^ And when he had said 
this, he cast his rod down upon the ground, and commanded 
it to turn itself into a serpent It obeyed him, and went all 
round, and devoured the rods of the Egyptians, which seemed 
to be dragons, until it had consumed them all; it then return- 
ed to its own form, and Moses took it into his hand again. 

4. However, the king was no more moved when this was 
done than before ; and being very angry, he said, ^^ That he 
should gain nothing by this his cunning and shrewdness 
i^amst the Egyptians.*" And he commanded him that was 
the chief task-master over. the Hebrews, to give tliem no re- 
laxation from their labours, but to compel them to submit to 
greater oppressions than before. And though he allowed 
them chaff Defore foe the making their bricks, he would allow 
it them no longer ; but he made them to work hard at brick- 
making in the day-time, and to gather chaff in the night. 
Now when their labour was thus doubled upon them, tiiey 
laid the blame iipon Moses, because their labour and their 
miseiy^were on his account become more severe to thcm- 

£ut Moses did not let his courage sink for the king^s threat- 
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cnings, nor did he abate of hia seal on account of the He- 
brews^ eomplaints, but he supported hinuielf, and set his soul 
resolutelj agaiiM them both, and used Ms own utmost dili- 
gence to procure libertj to his countrymen. So he went to 
die king, and persuaded him to let the Hebrews go to Mount 
Sinai, and there to sacrifice to Grod, because God had en- 
joiiMd them so to do. He persuaded htm also not to coun- 
terwork the designs of God, but to esteem his favour above 
all thinn, and to permit them 'to depart, lest, before be be 
aware, he lay an onstruction in the way of the divine com- 
mands, and so occasion his own suiFering such punishments 
as it was probaUe any one that counterworkea the divine 
commands should undergo, since tiie severest afffictions arise 
firom every object to those that provoke the divine wfath 
agunst them ; for such as these have neither the earth nor 
the air for their friends ; nor are the fruits of the womb ac- 
ecmlinff to nature, but every thing is unfriendly and adverse 
towards them. He said Ibrther, that the l^yptians should 
know this by sad experience ; and that, besides, the Hebrew 
people should go out dT their country without their consent 



1% •»»»<<»i%^»% <^ % 



hai 



CHAP. XIV- 

"trmng ike Ten Plagues which came upon the tlgypttam^ 

1. But when the king despised the words of Moses, and 
id no regard at all to them, ^evous plagues saaed the 
Egjrptians, every dne of which I will describe, both because 
Bo such plagues did ever happen to any other nation as the 
E^^yptians now felt ; and bectuise I would demcmstnite that 
Ifoaes did not fail in any one thing that he foretold them ; 
and because it is for the good of mankind, that they may 
lean this caution, not to do any thing that mar displease 
God, lest he be provoked to wrath, and avenge their iniqul. 
dea upon them. For the Egyptian river ran with bloody water, 
at the command of God, insomuch that it could not be drunk, 
and they had no other spring of water neither ; toe the water 
was not only of the colour of blood, but if brought npon 
thoae that ventured to drink of it great pains and bitter tor- 
ment. Such was the river to the Egyptians; but it was sweet 
aad fit for drinking to the Hebrews, and no way diflerent 
from what it naturally used to be. As the king, therefor^ 
knew not what to do m these surprising circumstances, anA 
was in fear for the Egyptians, he gave the Hebrews leave to 
go away ; but, when the plague ceased, he changed his mind 

again, and would not suffer them to go. 

H S 
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t. But whea God saw that he was ungratefal, and upon the 
ceasiott of the catamity would not grow wiser, he aent ana- 
ther^ague upon the Egyptians : an innuniarable multitude 
of frogs consumed the fruit of the ground ; the river was alao 
full of them, insomiieb that those who drew water had it 
qpoiied by the blood of these animals, as they died in, and 
were destroyed 'by the water; and the country was full of 
filtliy slime, as they were born and as thev died ; they also 
spoiled their vessels in theh* houses, which they used, and 
were foUQd ampng what they ate and what they drank, and 
came ifx great iiumbers upon tlieir beds« There was also an 
ungmteful smell and a stink arose from them, as they were 
bom and as they died therein. Now, when the Egyptians 
weae under the oppression of these miseries, the king ordeced 
Mos^ to take the Hebrews with him, and be gone. Upon 
which the whole multitude of the frogs vanished away ; and 
both the land and the river returned to their former natures. 
But as soon as Pharaoh saw the Ulid freed from this plaffue, 
be forgot the cause of it, and retained the Hebrews ; and^ ab 
though he had a mind to try the native of more such judg- 
ments,* he would not yet suffer Moses and his- people to de- 
part, having granted that liberty rather out of tear than out 
of any good consideration. • 

S. Accordingly, God punished his falseness with another 
plague added to the former ; for there arose out of the bodies 
of tne Egyptians an innumerable quantity of lice, by which, 
wicked as tney were, they miserably perished, as not able to 
deatroy this sort of vermin, either with washes or with <»nt- 
ments. At which terrible judgment, tlie king of Egypt was 
in disorder, upon the fear into which he reasoned hiiQsdf, 
}eat his'pecqple should be destroyed, and that the manner of 
thia death was also reproachful, so that he was fc^rced in part to 
recover himself from his wicked temper to a sounder Bund, 
for he giive leave for the Hebrews themselves to depart. JSut 
when the plague thereupon ceased, he thought it jHx^r to 
require tmt they shoula leave their children and wives be- 
Uad them, as pledges of their return ; whereby he {Nruvoked 
GcA to be move vdbemently angry at him, as if he thought 
tt^ impose on his providence, ana as if it were only Moses, 
and not Ood, who punished the Egyptians for the sake «f 
the Hebrews ; for he filled that country full of various aocta 
flf pestilential creatures, with their various properties, such 
Indeed aa had never come into the sight of men oefore, by wiiose 
means the men perished themselves, and the land was des- 

* Of tins judicial hardening the hearts, and blinding the eyes of wicked meo, 
or iniktnating them, as a just paoiafaiiicnt for their other wfllbl tins, lo their own 
«l«tiiictian^ see the note on Antiq. Bock vii, ch. ix, sccL (>. 
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titote of huflbandroen for- itd eultivatioh ; but if any thing 
^tenped destruGticn from them^ it was killed by a distemper, 
whicb the men underwent alsa 

4. But when Pharaoh did not even then yield to the will 
of God> btft while he gave leave to the husbands to take 
thoir wives with them, yet inristed that the children should 
be left behind, Grod presently resolved to punish his wieked- 
nesa with several sorts of calamities, and those worse than the 
fo rgoing, which yet had so generally afflicted them; for their 
bodies ' imd terrible biles, breaking ibrth with blain^, while 
iKey were already inwardly consumed ; and a great part of the 
Egyptians perished in this manner. But when the king was 
not brought to reason by this plague, hail was sent dowin 
frODd heaven ; and such hail it was as the climate of Bgypt 
had never suffered before, nor was it like to that which foils 
in other climites in winter time,^ but larger than that which 
fUk in the middle of spring to those that owell in the northern 
■hd north-western regions.. This hail broke down their 
houghs laden with fruit. After this, a tribe of locusts con* 
sumed the seed which was not hurt by the hail, so that to the 
CSgVptians all the hopes of future fruits of the ground wore 
^itin^ly lost. 

6. One would think the fore-mentioned calamities might 
htLft been sufficient for one diat was only foolish, without 
wickedness, to make him wise, and to make him sensible 
#tiat was for his advantage. But Pharaoh, led not so much 
by his folly as by his wickedness, even when he saw the 
eause of his miseries, he still contested with Ood, and wil- 
fblly deserted th^ cause of virtue : so he bid Moses take tfie 
fiebrewsaway, with their wives and children, but to leave 
tbeir cattle Mhind, since their own cattle were destroyed. 
But when Moses said, that what he desired was unjust, since 
lliejr were oblig^ to ofi^r sacrifices to God of those cattle; 
and the time being prolonged on this account, a chick dark- 
ness, without the least light, spread itself over the Egyptians, 
whereby their sight being obstructed, and their breathing 
hindered, by the thickness of the air, they died miserably, and 
under, a terror lest they should be swallowed ud by the dark 
clond. !desides this, when the darkness, after tnree days and 
a» many nights, was dissipated, and when Pharaoh md not 
'Mill repent, and let the Hebrews go, Moses came to him, and 
Mlfli ** How long wilt thou be disobedient to the command 
of God ? for he enjoins thee to let the Hebrews go ; nor is 
there any other way of being freed from the calamities you 
are under, unless you do so.^ But the king was angry at 

* Ab to thii wmtor or spring hail new Sgypi and Judei, set the like on 
tboider and lightning then, in &t note on Antiq. B. vi, du v, sect 6. 
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what be said, and threatened to cut off his head if he came 
any more to trouble him about these matters. Hereupon 
Moses ssddy he would not speak to him any more about them, 
for that he himself, together with the principal men among 
the Egyptians, should desire the Hebrews to gf away* So 
when Moses had said this, he went his way. 

& But when Grod had ognified, that with one more plague 
he would 'compel the E^ptians to let the Hdirews 00, he 
commanded Moses to teUthe people that they should have 
a sacrifice ready, and that they should prepare themselves on 
the tenth day of the month .Ximthicus, a^[amst the fourteenth, 
(which month is called by the Egyptians Pharmuihf and 
tfisan by the Hdbrews^ but the [Macraonians call it Xanfhi^ 
cuSj) and that he should carry away the Hebrews, with all 
th^y had. Accordingly, he having got the Hebrews ready 
for their departure, and having sorted the people into tribes, 
be kept them togedier in one place ; but when the fourteenth 
day was come, and all were ready to depart, thqr offered the 
sacrifice, and purified their houses with the blood, uung 
bunches of hyssop for that purpose; and when they had 
supped, they burned the remainder of the flesh, as just taidy 
to depart. Whence it is that we do still offer this sacrifice in 
like manner to this day, and call this festival Pcucka^ which 
signifies the feast of the passover, because on that day God 
passed us ovevj and sent the plague upon the Egyptians ; for 
the destruction of the first-born came upon toe Egyptians 
that night, so that many of the Egyptians, which Uvea near 
the kii^^s palace, persuaded Phara^ to let the Hebrews go. 
Accordmgly, he called for Motes, and bid them be gone ; as 
suppofung, that if once the Hebrews were gone out of the 
country, Egypt should be freed from its miseries. They also 
honoured the Hebrews with gifts;* some in order to get 
them to depart quickly, and others on account of their neigh- 
bourhppd, and the friendship they had with them. 



%%%^^^%^i»^^^^»%^%%»^%» 



CHAP. XV. 

ffcw the Hebrews J under the Conduct of Moses^ l^ Egj/pi. 

8 1. So the Hebrews went out of Egypt, while the Egyp- 
tians wept, and repented that they had treated them so 
hardly. Now they took their journey by LetopoUs, a place 

* Theie luge piwenis made to the Isndites, of vestelt oftUver^ and vcstcit 

>if 4«U, mid raimeiUy wero, as Joeephus tnily cdlls them, gifU ntJly given 

jPMm, not ktU them, as our Engliah fabdy renders them. T^ were spoils re- 

fulnniy not hommed of them. Gen xv, 14 ; Exod. iii, 22, xi, 2 ; PsaL cv, 37, 

•• the BBBijs Ytakm fidsely noden the Hdiiew word here used, Exod. zii, 35, 

d$» OoA had ocdcnd the Jews to demand these as their pay and reward, daxii^ 



GHAP. XV. ANTIQUITIES OF THB JEWS. 103 

at that dme deserted, but where Babylon was built afterward, 
when Cambyscs kdd Egypt waste ; but as they went away 
hastily, on the third day they came to a place called Bcudze^ 
pkon on the Red Sea; and when they had no food out of the 
land, because it was a desert, they ate of loaves kneaded of 
flour, only warmed by a gentle heat; and this food they 
made use of for thirty days; for what they brought with them 
out of Egypt would not suffice them any longer time ; and 
this only wldle they dispensed it to each person, to' use so 
much only as would serve for necessity, but not for satiety. 
Whence it is, that, in memory of the want we were then in, 
we keep a feast for eight days, which is called the ^ast qf 
tmltcsoemed bread, Now the entire multitude of those that 
went out, including the women and childsen, was not easy to 
be nuBobered, but those that were of an age fit for war were 
six hundred thousand. 

2. They left Egypt in the month Xandiicus, on the fif- 
teenth day of the kinar month, four hundred and thirty years 
after our forefather Abraham came into Canaan,* but two 
hundred and fifteen years only after Jacob removed into 
EgjrpL It was the eightieth year of the age of Moses, and 
of that of Aaron three more. They also carried out the bones 
of Joseph with them, as he had charged his sons to do. 

B. But the Egyptians soon repented that the Hebrews 
were gone ; and the king also was mightily concerned that 
this had been procured by the magic arts of Moses ; so they 
resolved to go after them. Accordingly, they took their wea- 
WDBf and other warlike furniture, and pursuit after them, 
m order to bring them back, if. once they overtook them, 
because they would now have no pretence to pray to God 
against them, since they had already been permitted to go 
out ; and they thought they should easily overcome them, as 
they had no armour, and would be weary with their journey ; 
ao they made haste in their pursuit, and asked of every one 
they met which way they were gone ; and, indeed, that land 
difficidt to be traveUed over, not only by armies, but by 



Ibcir IflBg and Uttor tlavajr in Egypt, at atonanents for the liyet of the Egyp- 
daiM, and as the ooodition of the Jews* departure, and of the Egyptian ddiver- 
anee from thcM terrible jadgnoents, which, had they not now ceased, lA^ hmd 
aoen keen M dead mm, as they themsdves confess, ch. xii, 33. Nor was there 
any senae in borr^mU^ or Icmding^ when the Israelitea were finaUy departing ont 
4d the land for ever. ^ 

* Why 4iur Masorete oopy so gnmndlessly abridges this aeoount in Exod. xii, 
40, aa to ascribe i30 years to the sole peregrination of the Israeliteci in Egypt, 
Birbai it ia dear, even by that Masotete chroudogy elsewhere, as well as from the 
czprssa text itself, in the Samaritan Sepcuagint, and Josephus, that they sojourn* 
ed in Egypt bat Aa{^ that time ; and that, by oonMquence, the other half of their 
l»ertgiinatioD was in the land of Canaan, before they came into Egypt, is hard to 
saj. See Essay OD the Old Tcitamait, p. 6?, 63. 
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single persons. Now Moses led the Hebrews this way, that 
in case the £g}'ptianB should repent, and be desirous to pur- 
sue after them, they might undergo the punishment of tneir 
wickedness, and of the breach of those promises they had 
made to them. As also, he led them this way, on account of 
the Philistines, who had quarrelled with them, and hated 
them of old, that by all means they might not know of their 
departure, for their country is near to that of Egypt ; and 
thence it was that Moses led them not along the road that 
tended to the land of the Philistines, but he was deaiioua 
that they should go through the desert, that so after a lottg 
journey, and after many afilictions, they might enter upon 
the land of Canaan. Another reason of tliis was, that God 
had commanded him to bring the people to Mount Sinai, 
that there they might offer him sacrifices. Now, when the 
Egyptians had overtaken the Hebrews, they prepared to fight 
tliem, and by their multitude they drove them into a narrow 
place ; for the number that pursued after them was six hun* 
drcd chariots, with fifty thousand horsemen, and two hundred 
thousand footmen, all armed. They also seized on the pas- 
sages by which they imagined the Hebrews might fly, shut- 
ting them up between inaccessible precipices* and the sea; 
for there was [on each side] a [ridge of] mountains that ter-^ 
minated at the sea, which were im|)assable by reason of their 
roughness, and ol^tructed their flight ; wherefore they there 
pressed upon the Hebrews with their army, where the [ridges 
of] the mountains were closed with the sea, which army they 
placed at the chops of the mountains, that so they might de- 
prive them of any passage into the plain. 

4. When the Hebrews, therefore, were neither able to bear 
up, being thus as it were besieged, because they wanted pro- 

* Take the main part of Rdand's excellent note here, which greatly illustrates 
Jotephiu, and the scripture, in this history, as follows : ^^ [A traveller, says Re- 
land, whose name was] Eneman, when he returned out of Egypt, told me that 
he went the same way from Egypt to Mount Sinai whidi he supposed the !»• 
raelites of old trav^cd ; and that he found several mountainous uacts that ran 
down towards the Red Sea. He thought the Israelites hod proceeded as far as 
the desert of Etham, Exod. xiii, 20, when they were commanded by God to rf- 
turn hack, Exod. xiv, 2, and to pitch their camp between Aligdcd and the tea f 
mad that when they were not able to fly, unless by sea, they were shut in on cadi 
side by mountains. He also thought we might evidentl? learn hence, how it 
might be said, that the Israelites were in Etham before they went over the sea, 
and yet might be said to have roirk; into Etham after they bad passed over the sea 
also. Besides, he gave me an aceount how he passed over a river in a boat, near 
the city does, which he says must needs be the Heropdis of the ancients, since that 
dty cimld not be situate anywhere else in that neighbourhood." 

As to die fiunous passage produced here by Dr. Bernard, out of Herodotus, as 
^ha most ancient heathen testimony of the Israelites oomJng from the Red Sea 
■Mo Palestbe, Bishop Cumberland has shewed that it belongs to the Old Canaan. 
He or Phwnleian shemierds, and their retiring out of Egypt into Canaan or Phceni. 
^ long befbie the days of Motet. Sanefaoniatho, p^ 37i, &c. 
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visions, nor saw any possible way of escaping ; and if they 
should have thought of fighting, they had no weapons, they 
expected a universal destruction, unless they delivered them- 
selves up voluntarily to the Egyptians. So they laid the blatn^ 
on Moses, and forgot all the signs that had been wrought by 
God for the recovery of their freedom ; and this so far, that 
their incredulity prompted them to throw stones at the prophet^ 
whUe he encouraged them, and promised them deliverance; 
and th^ resolved that they would deliver themselves uptb 
the Egjrptians. So there was sorrow and lamentation among 
the women and children, who had nothing but destructioii 
before. their eyes, while they wete encompassed with moun- 
tains, the sea, and their enemies, and discerned no way offf^o 
ing from them. 

6. But Moses, though the multitude looked fiercely at him, 
did not, however, give over the care of them, but despised 
all dangers, out of his trust in God, who, as he had afforded 
them the several steps already taken for the recovery of thm 
liberty, which he had foretold tblero, he would not now suffer 
them to be subdued by their enemies, to be either made 
slaves, or be slain by them: and standing in the midst of 
them, he said, ^^ It is not juat for us to distrust even men, 
when they have hitherto well managed our aiiairs, as if they 
would not be the same men hereafter; but it is no bettar 
than madness at this time to despair of the providence of God» 
by whose power all those things have been performed which 
he promised, when you expected no such things ; I mean all 
that I have been concerned in for your deliverance and 
escape from slavery. Nay, when we are in th^ utmost dis« 
tress, as you see we now are, we ought the rather to hope that 
God will succour us, by whose operation it is that we are 
now encompassed within this narrow place, that he may dc- 
• liver us out of such difiiculties as are otherwiise unsurmount- 
able, and out of which neither you nor your enemies expect 
you can be delivered, and may at once demonstrate his own 
power and his providence over us. Nor does God use to 

give his help in small di£Sculties to those whom he favours, 
ut in such cases where no one can see how any hope in man 
can better their condition. Depend, therefore, upon such a 
protector as is able to make small things ^reat, and to show 
that this mighty force against you b nothmg but weakness. 
And be not affrighted at the Egyptian army ; nor do you 
despidr of being preserved, because the sea before, and the 
mountains behind, affi>rd you no oppcxtunity for flying ; for 
even these mountains, if God so please, fnay be made plain 
ground for you, and the sea become dry land.^ 
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CHAP. XVI. 

Haw ihe Sea was divided amnder Jbr the Hebrews, when 
thejf were pursued by ike Egyptians, and so gave them an 
opportunity qf escaping from them. 

g 1. When Moses had said this, he led them to the aea, 
while the Egyptians kx>ked on, for they were within sight. 
Now these were so distressed by the toil of their pursuit, 
that they thought proper to put off fighting till the next day. 
But when Moses was oome to the sea-shore, he took his rod, 
and made supplication to Grod, and called upon him to be 
tNtir helper and assistant ; and said, ^< Thou art not ignorant, 
O Lord, that it is beyond human strength and human con- 
trivance to avoid the difficulties we are now under, but it 
must be thy work altogether to procure deliverance to this 
army, which has left Egypt at thy appointment. We despair 
of any other assistance or contrivance, and have recourse 
only to that hope we have in thee; and if there be any 
method that can promise us an escape by thy providence, 
we look up to thee for it And let it come quickly, and 
manifest thy power to us ; and do thou raise up this people 
unto good courage and hope of deliverance, who are deeply 
sunk mto a disconsolate state of mind. We are in a helplesB 
place, but still it is a place that thou possessest ; but still the 
sea is tliine, the mountains that enclose us are thine : so that 
these mountains will open themselves if thou commandesi 
them, and the sea also, if thou commandest it, will become 
dry land. Nay, we might escape by a flight through the air, 
if thou shoulcist determine we should have that way of sal- 
vation." 

S. When Moses had thus addressed himself to God, he 
smote the sea with his rod, which parted asunder at the stroke^ 
and receiving those waters into itself, left the ground dry, as 
a road, and a place of flight for the Hebrews. Now, when 
Moses saw this appearance of God, and that the sea went out 
of its own place, and left dry land, he went first of all into it, 
and bid the Hebrews to follow him along that divine road, 
and to rejoice at the danger their enemies that followed them 
were in ; and gave thanks to God, for this so surprising a de- 
liverance which appeared from him. 

8. Now, while these Hebrews made no stay, but went on 
earnestly, as led by God^s presence with them, the Egyp- 
tians supposed at nrst that they were distracted, and were 
going rasnly updti manifest destruction. But when they 
saw that they were going a great way without any harm, and 
that no obstacle or difficulty fell in their journey, they made 
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hftste to pursue them, hoping that the sea would be calm for 
diem siao. They put their horse forranost, and went down 
tbemaelTes into the sea. Now the Hebrews, while these were 
puttiDg on their armour, and therein spending their time, 
were beforehand vrith them, and escaped tbem, and got first 
over to the land on the other side, without any hurt. Whence 
the others were encouraged, and more courageously pursued 
ihem, as hopng no harm would come to them neither: but 
■the Egyptians were not aware that they went into a road 
made m the Hebrews, and not for others ; that this road 
was mode for the deliverance of those in danger, but not fw 
those that were earnest to make use of it for the others' de- 
strucOon. As soon, therefore, as ever the whole Egyptian 
army was within it, the sea flowed to its own place, and came 
down with a torrent raised by storms of wind,* and enctnn. 
passed the Egyptians. Showers of rain also came down 
nom the sky, and dreadful thunders, and lightning, mth 
flashes of fire. Thunderbolts also were dartra upon them. 
Nor was there any thing which used to be sent by God upcm 
men, as indications of his wrath, which did not happen at 
this time, for a dark and dismal night oppressed them. And 
thus did all these men perish, so that there was not one moo 
left to be a messenger of this calamity to the rest of the 



EgypUans. 
4 Butthi 



But the Hebrews were not able to contain themselves 
foe joy at tbor wonderful deliverance, and destruction of 
dmr Memies ; now, indeed, suppo^ng themselves firmly de- 
Svored, wlien those that would have forced them into slaverr 
wore destroyed, and when they found they had Grod so evu 
AeaftHj Sot mar protector. And now these Hebrews, having 
fi>ntpi^ the danger they were in, after this manner, and, be- 
■idfi that, seeing their enemies punished in such a way as is 
never recorded of any other men whomsoever, were all the 
sight employed in nnging of hymns and in mirth.-f* Moses 

* Of tbcMMomaof wind, thdndcT, ud ligfacning, it thii drowning of Pbk 
ttth't maj, atiiMM mndng in out eopin of EKodns, but tiillf extant in thit 
<I)a*H, PMlm tzzvii, 16, IT, IS, ud in ttut of JoMphui hoc, ue llaay 
flVfte (Nd TCA j^tpoid. p. 154, 155. 

' ^ What HOie hare hen objected >gin»t this puugc of the Iiaeliui orer 
JholalSB, bHUtmuHlgkt, tiam theoumnan tnapi, m. IhU thi> tea beii^ 
iNn mboat 30 milci bnad, ■> gnu ta umj oould not pu* ova it in w ahmt ■ 
' BgnMiaittikb Mnm. Thercnot, ut uithcnoc cycvitnot, infamM 
thit KB, fin ■bout 0.tt iaj* jouincj, a nowhen more than ahoat dght 
<rr i^oe mil* OTer-cnin, uid in one place bul four or five mUea, Bccotdrng to D( 
IdBle'd map, vhidt ii made from ihc bat travellers thenuelvn, and not copied 
ftoni othm. wW hai been farther objecicil igutiit this pawgc of the tniacl- 
ild, anil ilravning of the EgjptiMw, being miraculoiu also, tii. that SIoMa 
' 'u cair; the lanelilai over tit low lidi:, without any niiiaele, while ;ct the 
' a, BOi knowii^ the tide ao well as be, oiigbt be diowntd upoa the re. 
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also composect a song unto God, contuning his praises, and 
a thatiksgiving for tns kindness, in hexameter verse.* 

5. Aflffor myself, I have delivered every part of this his* 
torj as I found it in the sacred books. Ndr let any one 
wonder at the strangeness of the narration, if a way were 
discovered to those men of old time, who were free from the 
wickedness of the modem ages, whether it happened by the 
will of Gkid, or whether it happened of its own accord ; 
while, for the sake of those that accompanied Alexander, 
khi^ of Macedonia, who yet lived comparatively bot a little 
while ago, the Pamphylian sea-f* retired, and afibrded them a 



turn of the tide, k a itrenge story indeed ! That Moftea, wfy) sever had lived 
here, should know the .quantity and time of the flux arid reflux of the Red Sea^ 
better than the Egyptians thenudves, in its neighbourhood ! yet doei Artapa* 
mil, BO ancient heathen historian, infimn ub, that this was what the more igno. 
nut Menophitet, who lived at a great distance, pretended ; though he oonfeissea 
that the more learned Heliopolitans, who lived much nearer, owned the desiruc- 
citm of tlie Egypdons and the deliverance of the Israelites to hiive been miracu- 
lona. And Do Castro, a mathematician, who surveyed this sea with great ex- 
actneu, informs us, that there is no great flux or reflux in this part of the Red 
^ea g^ye a colour to this hypothesis ; nay^ that the elevation of the tide there 
is little above half the height of a man. Sec Essay on the Old Test Append. 
pi fS9, 940. So vun and groundless ai« these and the like evaaons and lub* 
t o f ii g e s of our noodem soeptios end unbelievers ! and. so certainly do thorou^ 
inquiries and authentic evidence disprove and confute such evasions and subter- 
fuges upon all occasions. 

* Wnat that hexameter verse, in which Moseses triumphant song is here said 
iDibe written, distinctly means, our present ignorance of the old Helnew metre or 
mmsure will not let us determine. Nor docs it appear to me certain, that even 
Josephus himself had a distinct notion of it, though he speaks of severll sorts of 
Aat metre or measure, both here and elsewhere, Antiq. B. iv, ch viii, sect. 44, 
and B. vii, ch. xii, sect. 3. 

-|* Take here the original passages of the four old authors that still remain, as 
to thia transit of Alexander the Great over the Pamphylian Sea ; I mean, of 
CalliBthcncs, Strabo, Arian, and Appion. As to Callistfienes, who hhnself ac- 
eompaniad Alexander in this expedition, Euatathius, in his aotea \xpoa the third 
Qiad of Homer, (as Dr. Bernard here informs us,) says, that ^^ thia Callisthenea 
wrote bow the Paiupliylian Sea did not only open a passage for Alexander, but, 
b3f rising and elevating its waters, did pay him homage as its king.** Strabo*s 
account \% this, Gcog. B. xiv, p. 666. — *^ Now about Pliaselis is that narrow 
passage, by the sea-side, through which Alexander led his army. There is a 
mountain called dhna.v, which adjoiiut to the Sea of Pamphylia, leaving a nar- 
row passage on the shore, which in culm weather is bare, m» as to be passable by 
travdlers ; but when the sea overflows, it is covered to a great d^ree by the 
waves. Now, then, the ascent by the mountains being round about, and steep, 
in still weather they make use of the road along the coast. But Alexander fell 
into the winur season, and committing himself chiefly to fortune, he nmrdied on 
before the waves retired ; and so it happened that they were a whole day in jour- 
neying over it, and were under water up to the naveL" Arian^s account is this, 

B. i, p. 72, 73 **" When Alexander removed from Phaselis, he sent some 

part of his army over the mountains to Perga, which road the Thracians showed 
nim. A difficult way it was, but short However, he himself conducted those 
that were with him by the sea-shore. This road is impassable at any other time 
than when the north wind blows ; but if the south wind prevail, there is no pass- 
ing by tlie shore. Now, at this time, after strong south whids, a north wind 
hlew, and that not without the Divine Providence, (as both he and they that were 



pusage throu^ itself, when they had no other way to go ; 
I mean, when it was the will pf 0od to destroy the monarchy 
of the Peruana And rais is bobfes^ to be true by all that 
have written about the actions of Alexander. But as to 
these events, let every one determine as he pleases. 

6. On the next day Moses gathered together the weapons 
of the Egjrptians, which were brought to the oftmp of the 
Hebrews by the current of the sea, and the force of the 
winds assisdng it: and he conjectured that thi# ako happened 
by Divine Providence, that eo they might not be destitute of 
weapons. So, when he had ordered the Hebrews to arm 
themselves with them, he led* them to Mount Sinai, in order 
to offer sacrifice to God, and to render oblations for the 
salvation of the multitude, as he Was charged to do before- 
hand. ^ 

vitfa trim luppdsed,) tad aSMeA hfan jm easy and quick paatage.** Ap^itn, 
whoi he compares Cassar and Alexander togeljier, (De Bel. cSviL Bl tf, p. 
522,) lays, — ^^ That they both depended on their boldness and fortune, as ntadi 
iw OD their skill in war. As an instance of which,^ Alexander joumeyod oTcr^ a 
vmkiktMf witiioitt water in the' hmtt of •atHmer, to tbe^ onek of [Jupiter] llaijfl^ 
mo*, and quickly paved over the Bay of Pamphylia, when, by D^vh^ /V^^ 
dqicff the ita was cut o^: thus Providence leatkainin^ the sea qn his accost, 
as it had sent him rain when he travelled [over the deffert^] " ' ' 

N. B. — Sifiee, in the days of Joeephus, as he asiiirei ua, a// tbfenior* mmiiMtis' 
oilgfaial hittttilans of Akaaadar gave the aoconnt ha haa JMtent dpwn, a« tOitlie 
piond^Qtial going back of the wateia of the Pamphylian Sea, when he wai^ fif^^ 
with hia army to destroy the Persian monarchy, which the ibre^jiamed authors now 
tcOudiriBg Amy confiite, it b without aH just 'fbundtrtibn Aat JosephuS is bei^ 
MMnad, by some lata writers, for quoting ^dioae ancient aathon npon the preiaiit 



Nor can the reftuctyoa of. Phitaroh, or any other author la^jtjlwci 
Jotej^us, \»ffk the l^t here alleeed to contradict him. Josephus went by all the 
evklence he then had, and Uiat evidence of the most authentic sort abo. So iliat, 
whatever tlie modems may tfiisk of the tfaiiig itsdf, then k heaoe'nai the Initt 
aApw fm fioding |aalt with Josephus t he woul^. nther have been mudi tp 
hlanw had be om^ted thoe quotatioQa. 
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Caniainiitg the ItUerval of Two Years, 

MOM tHk I^LOiDVS OUT OP SOTPT^ TO TH£ RRiaOVlON «F TBJia 

OBNB&ATION. 

CHAP. I. 

ffow Moses, whefi hthad bnnigkt the People out of Egypfj 
led them to Mount Sinai, out not tiU they had stfffered 
fnuch in their Journey. 

il. Wh£1N the Hebrews hac( obtained sucb a wonderful 
Hwerancej the country was a great trouble to them, for it 
was entirely a desat, and witfaout aH sustenance for them ; 
and also had exceeding little water, so that it not only was 
not at all sufficient for the OKni^ but not enough to fieed any 
ci the cattle, for it was parched up, and had no moisture 
that might afford nutriment to the- vegetables ; so they were 
Ibfoad to travd over this coiiRtry^ as having no other country 
but-ihis to travel in. They had indeed carried water along 
with them from the land over which they had tikvelled be:. 
foite^ a* their conductor had bidden them ; but when that 
was spent, they were obliged to draw water out of wells, 
with pain, by reason of the hardness of the soil. Moreover^ 
what water they found was bitter, and not fit for drinking, 
and this in smafl quantities also. And as they thus travelledy 
they came late in the evening to a place called Marah,* 
which had that name from the badness of its water, for Mar 
denotes bitterness. Thither they came afflicted, both by the 
tediousness of their journey, and by tbehr want of food, for 
it enUrely failed them at that time. Now here was a well, 
which made them choose to stay in the place, which, al- 
though it were not sufficient to satisfy so great an army, did 
yet imbrd them some comfort, as found in such desert places; 

* Dr. Bernard takes notice here, that this place Mar, where the waters were 
bitter, is caUed by the Syrians and Arabians Maririy and by the Syrians some- 
tunes Morath^ all derived from the Hebrew Mar. He also takes notice, that il 
is called the bitter fmniain by Pliny himself. Which waters remain Uiere to 
this day, and are still bitter, as Thevenot assures us ; and that there are also 
abundance of palm-trees. Sec his Tnvds, part i, cfai^. xxvi, p. 166. 
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for tbey heard from those who had been to search, that there 
was nothiiugp to be found if they travdled farther. Yet wav 
this water mtter, and not fit for men to drink ; and not only 
80| but it was intolerable even to the cattle themsdves. 

X. When Moses saw bow much the people were cast down^ 
and that the occasion of it cdldd not be contradicted, for the 
people were not in the nature of a complete army of men,, 
who might oppose a manly fortitude to the necessity thaS 
distressed them ; the multitude of the children, and of the 
women also, being of too weak capacities to be persuaded by 
reason, bluntqd the coun^ of the men themselves. Moses^ 
therefore, was in great ouBcultics, and made. every body'*» 
calamity to be his own : for they ran all of them to him, 
and b^;ed of him ; the women b%ged for their infants, and 
the men fior the women, that he would not overlook them, 
but proeure some way or other for their deliverance. He, 
therefore, betook himself to prayer to God, that he woukl 
change the water from its present badness,'and make it fit for 
drinking. And when God had granted him that favour, he 
took the top of a stick that lay down at his feet, and divided 
it in the middle, and made the section lengthways. He then 
let it down into the well, and persuaded the Hebrews thaS 
God had hearkened to his prayers, and had promised tare&» 
' der the water such as they desired it to be, in case they would 
be subservient to him in what he should enjoin them to do ; 
and this not after a remiss or negligent manner* And when 
they asked what they were to do in order to have the water 
changed for the better,* he bid the strongest men among 
them that stood there to draw up water; and told them, 
that when the greatest part was drawn up, the remainder 
would be fit to drink : so they laboured at it till the water 
was so agitated and purged as to be fit to drink. 

* The additumshento MoMt*i account of the sweetening the waten at Manhy 
aecm derived from some ancunt prolane author, and he auch an author aho m 
looks kas authentic than are usually followed by Josephus. Philo has not a 
syllable of these addidons, nor any other ancicnter writer that we know ot Had 
Joaephoe written these his Anti^ities for the use of Jews, he would haidly httH 
gtftn them these very improbable circumstances ; but writing to Gentiles, thit 
they nught not complain of his omission of any accounts of such miracles, de* 
rhred nnom Gentiles, he did not think proper to conceal what he had met with 
dMve about this nutter i which procedure is perfectly agreeable to the diaraeief 
and usage of Josq^s upon many occasions. This note is, I confess, barely 
conjectural ; and since Josephus never teDs us when his own copy, taken out of 
the temple, had such additions, or when any ancient notes supplied them, or, in- 
deed, when they were derived from Jewish, and when from Gentile antiquity, we 
can go no fiuther than bare conjectures in sudi cases ; only the notions of Jews 
were generallv so diflferent from those of Gentiles, that we may sometunes make 
no improbable conjectures to which sort such additions belong. See also some- 
what like these additions, in Josephines account of Elisha^s making sweet the bitter 
aad barren ^rtng nenr Jericho, of the War, B. iv, ch. viii,8ect. 3. 
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3. And now, remonng from thence, they came to Elim ;• 
which place looked well at a distance, for there was a fpnwe 
of pakn^rees ; but when they came near it, it appeared to be 
a bod place, for the palnwtrees were no more than aerenty ; 
and they were ilLgrown and creeping trees, by the want of 
water ; for the country about wA all parched, and no moisture 
sufficient to water them, and make them hopeful and useful, 
was derived to them from the fountains, which were in num- 
ber twelve: they were rather a few moist places than springs, 
which, not breaking out of the ground nor running ov^, 
could not sufficiently water the trees. And when they dug 
into the sand, fhey met with no water ; and if they took a 
few drops of it into their hands, they found it to be useless, 
on account of its mud. The trees also were too weak to 
bear fruit, for want of being sufficiently cherished and en« 
livened by the water. So they laid the olame on their con- 
doctor, and made heavy complaints against him ; and said, 
that this their miserable state, and the experience they had 
of adversity, were owing to him ; for that they had then 
journeyed an entire thirty days, and had spent all the pro^ 
visions they had brought with them, and meeting with no re- 
lief, they were in a very desponding condition. And by fix- 
ing their attention upon nothing but their present misfortunes, 
they were hindered from remembering what deliverances they 
had received from God, and those by the virtue and wisdom 
of Moaes also; so they were very angry at their conductor, 
and were zealous in their attempt to stone him, as the direct 
occasion of their present miseries. 

' 4. But as for Moses himself, while the multitude were 
irritated and bitterly set against him, he cheerfully relied 
upon God, and upon his consciousness of the care he had 
taken of these his own people ; and he came into the midst 
of them, even while they clamoured against him, and had 
stones lin their hands in order to despatch him. Now he 
was of an agreeable presence, and very able to persuade 
the people by his speeches. Accordingly, be began to mitigate 
their anger, and exhorted them not to be over-mindful of 
their present adversities, lest they should thereby suffer the 
benefits that had formerly been bestowed on them to slip 
out of their memories ; and he desired them by no means, 
on account of their present uneasiness, to cast those great 
and wonderful favours and gifts, which they had obtained of 
God, out of their minds, but to expect deUvcrance out of 
diose th^r present troubles, which they could not free them- 
selves from, and this by the means of that Divine Provi- 
dence which watched over them ; seeing it is probable that 
God tries their virtue, and exerdlses their patience, by these 
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adversitiesy that it may appear what fortitude th^ have, and 
¥^hat memory they retain of his former wondernil works in 
their favour, and whether they will not think of them upon 
occasion of the miseries they now feel. He told them, it 
appeared they were not really good men, either in patience 
or m remembering what had been successfully done for them, 
sometimes by contemning God and his commands, when by 
those commands they left tlie land of Egypt ; and sometimes 
by behaiang themselves ill towards him who was the servant 
of Crod, and this when he had never deceived them either 
in what he said, or had ordered them to do by Grod's com- 
mand. He also put them in mind of all that had passed ; 
how the Egyptians were destroyed when they attempted to 
detain them contrary to the command of God ; and after 
what manner the very same river was to the others bloody, 
and not fit for drinking, but was to them sweet and fit for 
drinking ; and how they went a new road through the sea, 
which fled a long way from them, by which very means 
they were themselves preserved, but saw their enemies de- 
stroyed ; and that when they were in want of weapons, God 
gave them plenty of them : and so he recounted all the par- 
ticular instances, how, when they were in appearance just 
going to be destroyed, God had saved them m a surprising 
manner; that he had still the same power; and that they 
ought not even now to despair of his providence over them : 
and, accordingly, he exhorted them to continue quiet, and to 
consider that help would not come too late, though it come 
not immediately, if it be present with them before they 
suffer any srcat misfortune ; that they ought to reason thus, 
that God oelays to assist them, not because he has no regard 
to them, but because he will first try their fortitude and the 
pleasure they take in their freedom, that he may learn whe- 
ther you have souls great enough to bear want of food and 
scarcity of water on its account ; or whether you rather love 
to be slaves, as cattle are slaves to such as own them, and 
feed them liberally, but only in order to make them more 
useful in their service : that, as for himself, he shall not be 
so much concerned for his own preservation ; for if he die 
unjustly,' he shall not reckon it any affliction ; but that he is 
concerned for them, lest, by casting stones at him, they should 
be thought to condemn God himself. 

5. By this means Moses pacified the people, and re- 
strained them from stoning him, and brought them to repent 
of what they were going to do. And because he thought 
the necessity they were under made their passion less unjus- 
tifiable, he thought he ought to apply himself to God l>y 
prayer and supplication ; and going up to an eminence, l>e 

VOL. I. 1 
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requested of Grod for 8ome succour for the people, and 
some way of deliverance from the want they wei« in, because 
in hitn, and in him alone, was their hope of salvation ; and 
he desired that he would forgive what necessity had forced 
the people to do, since such waa the nature of mankind, 
hard to please, and very complaining under adversities. Ac- 
cordingly, God promised he would take care of tliem, and 
afford them the succour they were desirous of. Now, when 
Moses had heard this Anom God, he came down to the muU 
titude. But as soon as they saw him joyful at the promises 
he had received from God, they changed thehr sad counte- 
nances into gladness. So he placed himself in the midst of 
them, and told them he came to bring them from God a 
deliverance from their present distresses. Accordingly) a little 
after, came a vast number of quails, which is a bird more 
plentiful in this Arabian gulf than anywhere else, flying 
over the sea, and hovered over them, till, wearied with thehr 
laborious flight, and, indeed, as usual, flying very near to 
the earth, they fell down upon the Hebrews, who caught 
them, and satisfied their hunger with them, and supposed 
that this was the method whereby God meant to supply them 
with food. Upon which Moses returned thanks to God for 
affording them his assistance so suddenly, and sooner than he 
had promised them. 

6. But presently after this first supply of food, he sent 
th«n a second : for, as Moses was lifting up his hands in 
prayer, a dew fell down ; and Moses, when he found it stick 
to his hands, supposing this was also come for food from 
Gocl to them, he tasted it ; and perceiving that the people 
knew not what it was, and thought it snowed, and that it 
was what usually fell at that time of the year, he informed 
them, that this dew did not fall from heaven after the manner 
they imagined, but came for their preservation and suste^ 
nance. So he tasted it, and gave them some of it, that they 
isnght be satisfied about what he told them. They also imi- 
tated their conductor, and were pleased with the rood, for it 
was like honey in sweetness and pleasant taste, but like ui 
its body to bdellium, one of the sweet spices, but in bigness 
equal to coriander seed. And very earnest they were in ga- 
thering it. But they were enjoined to gather k equally, the 
measure of an homer for each one every day,* because this 
food should not come in too small a quantity, lest the weaker' 
might not be able to get their share, by reason of the over- 

* It seems to mc, from what Moses, Exod. xvi, 18, St. Paul, 2 Cor. viii, 1^, 
and Josephus here say, compared together, that tfie quantity of nuuma that fell 
daily, and did not putrify, was just so nradi aa came to an homer a-pieoe, 
through the whole boet of Israel, and no more. 
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betting of the strcmg in ccdlecting it. However, these strong 
men, when they had gathered more than the measure ap- 
fMxinted for them, the^ had no more than others, but onl^ 
tired themaelves more m gathering it, for they found no more 
than an homer a-pieoe ; and the advantage they sot by what 
waa superfluous was none at all, it corrupting, both by the 
worms breeding in it, and by its bitterness. So divine and 
wonderfiud a food was this ! It also supplied the want of 
other sorts of food to those that fed on it. And even now, 
in all that place, this manna* comes down in rsun, according 
to what Moses then obtained of God, to send it to the people 
tor their ^patenanee. Now the Hebrews call this food man^ 
nai tat the particle tnanj in our language, is the asking o£ 
a questioD, muU is this ? So the Hebrews were very joy. 
fill at what was sent them from heaven. Now they made 
use of this food for forty years, or as long as they were in 
the wildemeas. 

7. As soon as they were removed thence, they came to 
Bephidem, being distressed to tlie last d^ree by thirst ; and 
wime in the foregoing days they had lighted on a few smaU 
fountains, but now found the earth entirdy destitute of water, 
they were in an evil case. They again turned their ang^ 
against Moses ; but he at first avoided the fury of the multir 
tudc, and then betook himself to prayer to God, beseeching 
him, that as he had given them food when they were in the 
greatest want of it, so he would give them drmk, since the 
utvour of giving them food was of 'no value to them while 
they had nothing to drink. And God did not long delay to 
give it them, but promised Moses that he would procure tnem 
a fountain and plenty of water, from a place they did not ex- 
pect any. So he commanded him to smite the rocky'f which 
they saw lying there, with his rod, and out of it to receive 

* Thb BoppoMl, that the sweet honey ^ew, or maima, bo celebrated in ancient 
iai nodon aaihon, a» fidling uaually in Arabia, waa of the wary same sort widi 
tfab nMima MOt to the Isradites, savours more of OentUism than of Judaism or 
jChiiatiaiiitj. It is not improbable that some ancient Gentile author, read by Jo* 
atnibut, io thought ; nor would he here contradict him, though just before, and 
Andq. B. W, ch. iii, secL 2, he seems directly to allow that it had not been seen 
Mbn. Howerer, this food from heaven is here described to be lUu Mrnm ; and 
in Aitopaiuu, an heathen writer, it is compared to meal^ i'lke to oatmeal^ in co- 
iour Hke iosnov^ rained down by Qod, Essay on the Old Test. Append, p. 239. 
Bat M to Ae derivation of the word mamnaj whether from man, which Jesephus 
«ys then aiguiied, whmi itU? at from mauuah, to divide, i. «. a dividend or 
W9rUom aUoted to every one, it is uncertain. I iodine to the latter derivation. 
Tiua mauia u called angeW Jbod^ Psalm Ixxviii, 26, and by our Saviour, 
John vi, 31, &c. as well as by Josephus here and daewhere, Antiq. B. iti, chap. 
T^ sect. 3, said to be tent the Jewifrwi heaven, 

-f- This rock is there at this day, as the travellers agree, and must be the same 
Aat was diere in the days of Moses, as being too large to be brought tliither by 
oar modem carriages. 

l2 
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plenty of what they wanted; for he had taken care that drink 
sbouhl come to them without any labour or paina-taking. 
When M08CS had received this command from God, be came 
to the people, who waited for him, and looked upon him, for 
they saw already that he was coming apace from his eminence. 
As soon as he was come, he told them that God would de- 
liver them from their present distress, and had granted them 
an unexpected favour; and informed them that a river should 
run, for their sakes, out of the rock. But they were amazed 
at that hearing, supposing they were of necessity to cut the • 
rock in pieces, now they were distressed by their thirst and 
by their journey; while Moses, only smiting the rock with his 
rod, opened a passage, and out of it burst out water, and that 
in great abundance, and very clear. But they were astonished 
at this wonderful effect; and, as it were, quenched their thirst 
by the very sight of it. So they drank this pleasant, this sweet 
water ; and such it seemed to be, as might well be expected, 
where God was the donor. They were also in admiration 
how Moses was honoured by God ; and they made ffrateful 
returns of sacrifices to God for his providence towar£ them. 
Now that Scripture, which is laid up in- the temple,* informs 
us how God foretold to Moses that water should in this 
manner be derived out of the rock. 



CHAP. II. 

How tite Amalekites and th^ neiglihouring Nations made 
War With the Hebretcsy and iverc beaten^ and lost a great 
part qf their Army, 

§ 1. The name of the Hebrews liegan already to be everj' 
where renowned, and rumours about them ran abroad. This 
made the inhabitants of those countries to be in no small 
fear. Accordingly, they sent ambassadors to one another, and 
exhorted one another to defend themselves, and to endeavour 
to destroy these men. Those that induced the rest to do ff> 
were such as inhabited Gobditis and Fetra. They were 
called Amalekitcs, and were the most warlike of the nations 
that lived thereabout ; and whose kings exhorted one another, 
and their neighbours, to go to this war against the Hebrewy; 
telling them, that an army of strangers, and such an one as 
had run away from slavery under the Egyptians, lay in wait 
to ruin them; which army they were not, in common prudence^ 

* Note here, Uiat this Rmall book of the principal lavs of Moses is ever saU 
to be laid up in tlic hoty house itself; but the larger PenUteuch, as here, some- 
where within the limits of the iefnplc and its courts only. See Antiq. B. ▼, ch. 
i, sect. 17. 
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and regard to thdr own safety, to overlook, but to crush them 
before they gather strength, and come to be in prosperity ; 
and perhaps attack them fii^t in an hostile manner, as pre. 
suming upon our indolence in not attacking them before ; and 
that we ought to avenge ourselves of them for what they have 
done in the wilderness ; but that this cannot be so well done 
when they have once laid their hands on our cities and our 
jgoods : that those who endeavour to crush a power in its first 
nae, are wiser than those that endeavour to put a stop to its 
progress when it is become formidable ; for these last seem 
to be angry only at the flourishing of others, but the former 
do not leave any room for their enemies to become trouble- 
some to them. After they had sent such embassages to the 
ndghbouring nations, and among one another, they resolved 
to attack the Hebrews in battle. 

2. These proceedings of the people of those countries oc- 
casioned perplexity and trouble to Moses, who expected no 
such warlike preparations. And when diesc nations were 
ready to fight, and the multitude of the Hebrews were obli- 
ged to try the fortune of war, they were in a mighty disorder, 
and in want of all necessaries, and yet were to make war 
with men who were thoroughly well prepared for it. Then, 
therefore, it was that Moses began to encourage them, and to 
exhort them to have a good heart, and rely on Grod'^s as- 
sistance, by which they had been advanced into a state of 
freedom, and to hope for victory over those who were ready 
to fight with them, in order to deprive them of that blessing : 
that th^ were to suppose their own army to be numerous, 
wanting nothing, neitner weapons, nor money, nor provisions, 
nor such other conveniendes as, when men are in possession 
ofy they fight undauntedly ; and that they are to judge them- 
selves to have all these advantages i»»the divine assistance. 
They are also to suppose the enemy'^s army to be small, un- 
armed, weak, and such as want those conveniendes which 
they know must be wanted, when it is 6od''s will that they 
shall be beaten ; and how valuable God'^s assistance is they 
had experienced in abundance of trials ; and those such as 
were more terrible than war : for that is only against men, 
but these were against famine and thirst, things, indeed, that 
were in their own nature insuperable ; as also against moun- 
tains, and that sea which afforded them no way tor escaping ; 
yet had all these difficulties been conquered by God'*s gradous 
lindness to them. So he exhorted them to be courageous at 
this time, and to look upon their entire prosperity to depend 
on the present conquest of their enemies. 

3. And with these words did Moses encourage the multi- 
tude, who then called together the princes of their tribes^ and 
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their chief men, both separately and jointly. . The youi^ men 
he charged to obey their elders, and the elders to hearken to 
their leader. So the people were eleTated in their minds, and 
ready to try their fortune in battle, and hoped to be thereby 
at length delivered from all their miseries : nay, they desired 
that Moses would immediately lead them against their ene- 
mies without the least delay, tnat no backwardness might be 
an hinderance to their present resolution. So Moses sorted 
all that were fit for war into different troops ; and set Jodiua, 
the son of Nun, of the tribe of Ephndm, over them ; one that 
Was of great courage and patient to undergo labours ; of great 
abilities to understand and to speak what was proper, and 
very serious in the worship of (rod ; and, indeed, made like 
another Moses, a teacher of piety towards Grod. He also apu 
pointed a small party of the armed men to be near the water, 
^d to take care of the children and the women, and of the 
entire camp. So that whole night they prepared themselves 
for the battle : they took their weapons, if any of them had 
such as were well made, and attended to their commanders, 
as ready to rush forth to the battle as soon as Moses should 
give the word of command. Moses also kept awake, teach- 
ing Joshua after what manner he should order his camp. But 
when the day began, Moses called for Joshua again, and ex- 
horted him to approve himself, in deeds, such an one as his 
reputation made men expect from him ; and to gain glory by 
the present expedition, in t)ie opinion of those under him, for 
his esqploits in this battle. He also gave a particular exhort* 
ation to the principal men of the Hebrews, and encouraged 
the whole army, as it stood armed before him. And when 
he had thus animated the army, both by his words and works, 
and prepared every thin^, he retired to a mountain, and oom^ 
mitted the army to God and to Joshua. 

4. So the armies joined battle ; and it came to a close fight 
hand to hand, both sides showing great alacrity, and encou- 
ra^ng one another. And, indeed, while Moses* stretched out 
his hands towards heaven, the Hebrews were too hard for the 
Amalekites ; but Moses, not being able to sustain his hands 

* This eminent dccumstance, that whfle Motes* hands were lift up towaidi 
heayen, the Israelites preraQed, and while they were Ut down towaids the earth, 
the Amalddtes pfevaiied, seems to me die earhest intimation we hate of the pro- 
ver poatnre, used of old, in solemn prayer, which was the stretching out the 
hands (and eyes] towards heaven, as other passages of the Old and New Testa. 
ment infotm us. Nay, by the way, this posture seems to have continued in tho 
GhiMan church, till the clergy, instead of learning their prayers by heart, read 
than oat of a book, which is in great measure ineonsistent with such an elevated 
posture, and which seems to me to have been only a later practice introduced un- 
OCT the oormpt state of the church, though the constant use of divine forms of 

K^ pnSse, and thanksgiving, appears to me to have been the practice of 
fm^ PMilaidM, JcwB, and Oiristlaiia, in all the past ages. 
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thus stretched out, (for as often as he let down his hands^ so 
often were hia own people worsted,) he bade his brother 
Aaron, and Hur, their sister Miriam'^ husband, to stand on 
each side of him, and take hold of his haods, and not permit 
his weariness to prevent it, but to assist him in the extension 
of his hands. When this was done, the Hebrews conquered 
the Amaldutes by main force ; and, indeed, the^ had all pe« 
riahed, unless the approach of the night had obliged the He. 
brews to desist from killing any more. So our forefathers 
obtained a most signal and most seasonable victory ; for they 
not only overcame those that fought against them, but terrH 
fied also the neighbouring nations, and got great and splendid 
advantages, wmch they obtained of their enemies by their 
hard pains in this battle: for when they had taken the enemy^s 
camp, they got ready booty for the public, and for their own 
private families, whereas till then they bad not any sort of 
plenty of even necessary food. The rore-mentioned battle, 
when they had once got it, was also the occasion of their 
prosperity, not only for the present, but for the future ages 
also: for they not only made slaves of the bodies of their ene- 
mies, but subdued their minds also; and, after this battle, be* 
came terrible to all that dwelt round about them. Moreover, 
they acquired a vast quantity of riches ; for a great deal of 
silver and gold was left in the enemy^s camp ; aj also brasen 
vessels, which they made a common use of in their families : 
many utensils also that were embroidered there were of both 
sorts, that is, of what were weaved, and what were the onuu 
ments of their armour ; and other things that served for use 
in the family and for the furniture of their rooms : they got 
abo the prey of their cattle, and of whatsoever uses to follow 
camps, when they remove from one place to another. So 
the Hebrews now valued themselves upon their courage, and 
daimed great merit for their valour ; and they perpetually 
inured themselves to take pains, by which they deemed every 
diflSculty might be surmounted, buch were tne consequences 
of this battle. 

5. On the next day, Moses stripped the dead bodies of 
thdr enemies, and gaUiered together the armour of those that 
were fled, and gave rewards to such as had signalised them- 
selves in the action ; and highly commended Joshua, their 
Sneral, who was attested to oy all the army, on account of 
e great actions he bad done. Nor was any one of the 
Hebrews slain ; but the slain of the enemy's army were too 
many to be enumerated. So Moses offered sacrifices of 
thanksgiving to God, and built an altar, which he named the 
Lord ih£ Cmquerar. He also foretold, that the Amalekites 
should utterly be destroyed, and that hereafter none of them 
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should remain, "because they fought against the Hebrews, and 
this when they were in the wilderness and in their distress 
also. Moreover, he refreshed the army with feasting. And 
thus did they fight this first battle with those that ventured 
to oppose them after they were gone out of Egypt But 
when Moses had celebrated this festival for the victory, he 
permitted the Hebrews to rest for a few days ; and then he 
brought them out, after the fight, in order of battle ; for they 
had now many soldiers in light armour. And goin^ gradu- 
ally on, he came to Mount Sinai, in three monuis tmie afiter 
they were removed out of Egypt ; at which mountain, as we 
have before related, the vision of the bush and the other 
wonderful appearances had happened. 
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That Moses kindly received his Father-inJaw Jethro, token 

he came to him to Mount Sinai. 

Now when Raguel, Moses^ father-in-law, understood in 
what a prosperous condition his affairs were, he willinffly 
came to meet him. And Moses took Zipporah his wife, 
and his children, and pleased himself with his coming. And 
when he had ofiered sacrifice, he made a feast for the multi- 
tude, near the bush he had formerly seen ; which multitude, 
every one according to their families, partook of the feast. 
But Aaron and his family took Raguel, and sung hymns to 
God, as to him who had been the author and procurer of 
their deliverance and their freedom. They also praised 
their conductor, as him by whose virtue it was that all thin« 
hod succeeded so well with them. Raguel also, in his 
eucharistical oration to Moses, made great encomiums upon 
the whole multitude ; and he could not but admire Moses 
for his fortitude, and that humanity he had showed in the 
delivery of his friends. 



CHAP. IV. 

How Raguel suggested to Moses to set his People in order^ 
under their Rulers of Thousands and Rulers of Hun~ 
dreds, who lived without order be/bre; and how Moses 
complied in all things with his Fatner-in-law's Jdmonition. 

g 1. The next day, as Raguel saw Moses in the midst of a 
crowd of business, (for he determined the differences of those 
that referred them to him, every one still going to him, and 
supposing that they should then only obtain justice, if he 
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were the arbitrator ; and those that lost thetr causes thought 
it no harm, while they thought they lost them justly, and not 
by partiality.) Raguel, however, sdid nothing to him at that 
time, as not desirous to be any hiuderance to such as had a 
mind to make use of the virtue of their conductor. But af- 
terwards he took him to himself, and, when he had him alone, 
he instructed him in what he ought to do ; and advised him 
to leave the trouble of lesser causes to others, but himself to 
take care of the greater, and of the people^s safety ; for that 
certain others oi the Hebrews might he found that were fit 
to determine causes, but that nobody but a Moses could take 
care of the safety of so many ten thousands. '^ Be not, there- 
fore,^ says he, '^ insensible of thine own virtue, and what thou 
hast done by nunistering under God to the people^s preserva- 
tion. Permit, therefore, the determination of common causes 
to be done by others, but do thou reserve thyself to the at- 
tendance on Grod only, and look out for methods of preserv-^ 
ing the multitude from their present distress. Make use of 
the method I suggest to you, as to human affairs ; and take a 
review of the army, and appoint chosen rulers over tens of 
thousands, and then over thousands ; ihen divide them into 
five hundreds ; and ostein into hundreds and into fifties ; and 
set rulers over each of them, who may distinguish them into 
thirties, and keep them in order ; and at last number them by 
twenties and by tens. And let there be one commander over 
each number, to be denominated from the number of those 
over whom they are rulers, but such as the whole multitude 
have tried, and do approve of,* being good and righteous 
m&DL ; and let these rulers decide the controversies they have 
one with another. But if any great cause arise, let them 
bring the cognizance of it before the rulers of an higher dig- 
nity ; but if any great difficulty arise, that is too hard for even 
th^ determination, let them send it to thee. By these means 
two advantages will be gained ; that the Hebrews will have 
justice done them ; and thou wilt be able to attend constantly 
on God, and procure him to be more favourable to the people.*" 
2. This was the admonition of Baguel ; and Moses reoeiv- 
ed his advice very kindly, and acted according to his sugges- 
tion. Nor did he conceal the invention of this method, nor 
pretend to it himself, but informed the multitude who it was 
that invented it. Nay, he has named Raguel, in the books 
he wrote, as the person who invented this ordering of the 

* This manner of decting the judges and officers of the Israelites, by the Utti- 
monies and iuj^raget of the people, before they were ordained by God or by 
Moses, deserves to be carefully noted, because it was the pattern of the like man- 
ner of the choice and ordination of bisliops, presbyters, and deacons, in the 
Christian Church. 
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people, aA thinkiiig it ri^t to cive a true testimony to wor- 
thy persoDs, although he mig^t have gotten reputation by as- 
cnbing to himself the inventions of other men. Whence we 
may learn the virtuous disposition of Moses : but of such ^'~ 
disposition we shall have proper occasion to speak in o 
{daces of these books. 
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CHAP. V. 



How Moses ascended up to Mount Sinaij and received Laws 
fnym God^ a/nd delivered them to the Hebrews. 

8 1. Now Moses called the multitude together, and told 
tliem that lie was going from them unto Mount Sinai, to con- 
verse with Grod ; to receive from him, and to bring back with 
him, a certain oracle ; but he enjoined them to pitch their 
tents near the mountain, and prdrer the habitation that was 
nearest to Grod, before one more remote. When he had said 
this, he ascended up to Mount Sinai, which is the highest* 
of all the mountains that are in that country, and is not only 
veiy diQScult to be ascended by men, on account of its vast 
altitude, but because of the sKarpness of its predmces also : 
nay, indeed, it cannot be looked at without pain oi the eyes. 
And, besides this, it was terrible and inaccessible, on account 
of the rumour that passed about, that God dwelt there. But 
the Hebrews removed their tents, as Moses had bidden them, 
and took possession of the lowest parts of the mountain, and 
were elevated in their minds, in expectation that Moses 
would return from God with pnunises of the good things he 
had proposed to them. So they feasted and waited for their 
conductor, and kept themselves pure, as in other respects, 
and not accompanyme with their wives tcfc three days, as he 
had before oraered them to do. And they prayed to Grod, 
that he would favourably receive Moses in his conversing 
with him, and bes^w some such gift upon them, by which 
they might live well. They also hved more plentifully as to 
their diet, and put on their wives and children more orna- 
mental and decent clothing than they usually wore. 

* Since this mountain Sinu is here said \ohtthc hlgHett of all the mountains 
that arc in that country<i it must be that now ealled St, Katherine^ which is 
one^hiid higher than that within a mile of it, now called Sinaij aa Mens. Theve- 
not informs os^ Travels, part i, chap, xxviii, p. 168. The other name of it, 
Horeh^ is never used by Josephus ; and, perhaps, was its name among the 
Egyptians only, whence the Israditea were lately come, as Sinai was its name 
among the Arabians, Gftnaanites, and other nations. Acoordingly, when (1 
Kings ix, S> the Scripture says that El^ah came to Horehy the Mount of God^ 
Josephus justly says, Antiq. B. viii, chap, xiii, sect 7, that he cttme to the mouH- 
tain called Sinai ; and Jerom, here cited by Dr. Hudson, say a, that he took 
this nhunUun to have two names, Sinai and Chor^ De Nomin. HeU p. 427. 
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% So thej passed two days in this way of feasting; but on 
the third day, before the sun was up, a cloud spread itself 
over the wliole camp of the Hebrews, such an one as none 
had before seen, ana encompassed the place where they had 
pitdied their tents ; and while all the rest of the air was clear, 
there came strong winds, that raised up large diowers of 
xiin, which became a mighty tempest. There was also such 
lightning as was' terrible to those that saw it; and thunder^ 
mth its thunderbolts, were sent down, and declared God to 
be there present in a gradous way to such as Moses desired 
he should be gracious. Now, as to these matters, every one 
of my readers may think as he pleases; but I am under a ne- 
cessity of relating this history as it is described in the sacred 
books. This sight, and the amazing sound that came to their 
can, disturbed the Hebrews to a prodigious d^ree, for they 
were not such as they were accustomed to; and then the 
rumour that was spr^id abroad, how God frequented that 
mountain, greatly astonished their minds : so they sorrowfully 
contained themselyes within their tents, as both supposing 
Moses to be destroyed by the divine wrath, and expecting 
the like destruction for themselves. 

8. When they were under these apprehensions, Moses ap. 
peared as joyful and greatly exalted. When they saw him, 
they were freed from their fear, and admitted of more com- 
fortable hopes as to what was to come. The air also was 
become clear and pure of its former disorders, upon the ap- 
pearance of Moses. Whereupon he called together the 
people to a congregation, in order to their hearing what Grod 
would say to them. And when they were gathered together, 
he stood on an eminence whence tliey mi^t all hear him, 
and said,—" God has received me gradousTy, O Hebrews, as 
he has formerly done ; and has suggested a happy method 
of living for you, and an order of political government, and 
is now present in the camp. I, therefore, charge you for his 
sake, and the sake of his works, and what wc have done by 
his means, that you do not put a low value on what I am 
going to say, because the commands have been given by me 
that now deliver them to you, nor because it is the tonmie of 
a man that delivers them to you ; but if yoii have a due re- 
gard to the great importance of the things themselves, you 
will onderstimd the greatness c^ him whose institutions they 
are, and who has not disdained to communicate them to me 
for our common advantage : for it is not to be supposed that 
the author of these institutions is barely Moses, the son of 
Amram and Jochebed, but he who obliged the Nile to run 
bloody for your sakes, and tamed the haughtiness of the 
Egyptians by various sorts of jud^ents ; he who provided a 
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way through the sea for us; he who contrived a method of 
sending us food frcxn heaven, when we were distressed for 
want of it ; he who made the water to issue out of a lock, 
when we had very little of it before; he by whose means 
Adam was made to partake of the fruits both of the land and 
of the sea; he by whose means Noah escaped the deluse; 
he by whose means our forefather Abraham, of a wandering 
pilgnm, was made the heir of the land of Canaan ; he by 
whose means Isaac was bom of parents who were very old ; 
he by whose means Jacob was aaomed with twelve virtuous 
sons ; he by whose means Joseph became a potent lord over 
the Egyptians ; he it is who conveys these instructions to you 
by me, as his interpreter. And let them be to you venerable, 
and contended for more earnestly by you than your own chil- 
dren and your own wives ; for if you will follow them, you 
will lead an happy life : you will enjoy the land fruitful, the 
sea calm, and the £ruit of the womb born complete, as luu 
ture requires : you will be also terrible to your enemies; for 
I have Dcen admitted into tlie presence of God, and been 
made a hearer of his incorruptible voice ; so great is his coiIf. 
cem for your nation and its duration.^ 

4. When he had said this, he brought the people, with 
their wives and children, so near the mountain, that they 
mi^ht hear God himself speaking to them about the precepts 
which tliey were to practise ; that the energy of what should 
be spoken might not be hurt by its utterance by tliat tongue 
of a man, which could but imperfectly deliver it to their un- 
derstanding. And they all heard a voice tliat came to all of 
them from above, insomuch that no one of these words es- 
caped them; which Moses wrote in two tables, wliich it is not 
lawful for us to set down directly;* but their import we will 
declare. 

5. The first commandment teaches us, that there is but one 
God, and that we ought to worsliip him only. . The second 
commands us not to make the image of any living creature to 
worship it. The third, that wc must not swear by God in a 
false matter. The fourth, that we must keep the seventh day, 
by resting from all sort of work. The fifth, that we must 
honour ourparentii. The sixth, that we must abstain from 
murder. The seventh, tliat we must not commit adultery. 
The eighUiy that we must not be guilty of theft. The ninth, 
that we must not bear false witness. The tenth, that we 
must not admit of the desire of any thing that is another^s. 

6. Now when the multitude hacl heard God himself giving 
those precepts which Moses had discoursed of, they rejoiced 

* Of this and another like supctstitious notion of the PharisccM, which aIo* 
•cphdi oonifilkd with, aec the note on Antiq. B. ii, ch. xii, sect. 4. 
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at what was said, and the congregation was dissolved. But 
on the following days they came to his tent, and desired him 
to bring them, besides, other laws from God. Accordingly, he 
appcnnted such laws ; and afterwards informed them in what 
manner they should' act in all cases ; which laws I shall make 
mention of in their proper time ; but I shall reserve most of 
those laws for another work,* and make there a distinct ex- 
plication of them. 

7. When matters were brought to this state, Moses went 
up agiun to Mount Sinai, of which he had told them (^fore- 
hand. He made his ascent in their sight ; and while he stayed 
there so long a time, (for he was absent from them forty days,) 
fear seized upon the Hebrews, lest Moses should have come 
to any harm : nor was there any thing else so sad, and that so 
much troubled them, as this supposal that Moses was perished. 
Now there was a variety in their sentiments about it; some say- 
ing that he was fallen among wild beasts ; and those that were 
of this opinion were chiefly such as were ill-disposed to him; 
but others saying, that he was departed and gone to God : but 
the wiser sort were led by their reason to embrace neither of 
those opinions with any satisfaction, thinking that it was a 
thing that sometimes tiappens to men to fall among wild 
beasts, and perish that way; so it was probable enough that 
he might depart and go to Grod, on account of his virtue : 
they, therefore, were quiet, and expected the event Yet were 
they exceeding sorry upon the supposal that they were de- 
prived of a governor and a protector, such an one, indeed, as 
they could never recover again : nor would this suspicion give 
them leave to expect any comfortable event about this man; 
nor could they prevent their ' trouble and melancholy upon 
this occasion. • However, the camp durst not remove all this 
while, because Moses had bid them afore to stay there. 

8. But when the forty days and as many nights were over, 
Moses came down, having tasted nothing of food usually ap- 
p<nnted for the nourishment of men. His appearance filled 
the army with gladness ; and he declared to them what care 
God had of them, and by what manner of conduct of their 
lives they might live happily; telling them, that, during these 
days of his absence, he nad suggested to him also that he 
would have a tabernacle built for him, into which he would 
descend when he came to them; and 1k>w we should carry it 
about with us when we remove from this place; and that there 
would be no longer any occasion for going up to Mount Sinai, 

• This other work of Joiiqthuii, here referred to, seems to be that which does 
not appeur to have been erer pnblithed, which yet he intended to publish, about 
the reasons of many of the Uws of Moses ; of which see the note on the preface, 
sect 4. 



196 AMTUIUITIKS OF THE JS«r& BOOK UI. 

but that he would himaelf oome and pitch his tabemade 
amongst us, and be present at our prayers : as also, that the 
tabetnade should be of such measures and oonstruction as 
he had showed him, and that you are to &11 to the work, and 
proaeeute it diligently. When he had said this, he showed 
them the two tables, widi the ten oommandments aimven 
upon them, five upon each table; and the writing was by the 
hand of Grod. 
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CHAP. VL 



Concerning the Tabernacle which Moses huiU in ihe Wilder^ 
fiesSf Jbr the Honour of Gody and which seemed to be a 
Temple. 

§ 1. Hereupox the Israelites rejcnced at what they had seen 
and heard ol their conductor, and were not wantiog in dili- 
gence according to their ability; but they brought silver, and 
gold, imd brass, and of the best sorts of wood, and audi as 
would not at all decay by putrefaction ; camds-hair also, and 
sheep-skins, some of them dyed of a blue colour, and some 
of a scarlet ; some brought uie flower for the purple colour, 
and others for white ; with wool dyed by the flowers afcHre- 
raentioned ; and fine linen and prcdous stones, which those 
that used costly ornaments set in ouches cf gold: they brou^t 
also a great quantity of qpices ; for of these materials did 
Moses miild the tabernade, which did not at all difier from 
a moveat)le and ambulatory table. Now, when these things 
were brought together with great diligence, for every one was 
ambitious to further the work, even beyond their aiulity, he 
set architects over the works, and this by the command of 
Grod ; and, indeed, the very same which the people themsdves 
would have chosen, had the election been allowed to them. 
Now their names are set down in writing in the sacred books; 
and they were these, Besaleel, the son d( Uri, of the tribe of 
Judah, the grandson of Miriam, the sister of thdr conductor; 
and Aholiah, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan. 
Now the people went on with what they had undertaken with 
so great alacrity, that Moses was obliged to restrain them, 
by making proclamation, that what had been brought was 
suffident, as the artificers had informed him. So they fell 
to work upon the building of the tabernacle. Moses also 
informed them, according to the direction of God, both what 
the measures were to be, and its largeness ; and how many 
v e s sel s it ou^t to contain, for the use of the sacrifices. The 
woinen also were ambitious to do their parts, about, the gar- 
ments of the priests, and about other things that would be 
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wanted in tMs work, botli for omament, and for the divine 
sarvioe itself. 

8. Now, when aU thuigB were prepared, the gold, and the 
flUrer, and the brass, and what was woven, Moses, when he 
had appointed befordhand that there should be a fiestival, and 
that sacrifices should be ofiered according to every one^s abi. 
lily, reared up the tabernacle.* And when he had measured 
the open court, fif^ cubits broad and an hundred long, he set 
up brasen pillars five cubits hi^, twenty on each of the longer 
sides, and ten pillars for the breadth behaid ; every one of 
the pillars also had a ring. Hieir chapiters were of silver, 
but their bases were of brass ; they resembled the sharp ends 
of spears, and were of brass, fixed into tiie ground. Cords 
were also put through the rincs, and were tied at their fieuther 
ends to brass nails d a cubit umg, which at every pillar were 
driven into the floor, and would keep the tabmiacle from 
banff shaken by the violence of winds. But a curtain of fine 
soft unen went round all the jHllars, and hung down in a 
flowing and loose manner from their chapiters, and enclosed 
the whole space, and seemed not at all unlike to a wall about 
it. And this was the structure of three of the sides of this 
enclosure. But as for the fourth side, which was fifty cubits 
in extent^ and was the front of the whole, twenty cubits of 
it were for the opening at the gates, wherein stood two pillars 
on each side, after the resemblimoe of open gates : these were 
made wholly of silver, and polished, and that all over, ex- 
cepting the bases, which were of brass. Now, on each side 
of the gates there stood three pillars, which were inserted into 
the concave bases of the gates, and were suited to them ; and 
round them was drawn a curtain of fine linen. But to the 
gates themselves, which were twenty cubits in extent, and five 
in heiffht, the curtain was composed of purple, and scarlet, 
and blue, and fine linen, and embroidered with many and 
divers sorts of figures, excepting the figures of animals. 
Within these gates was the brazen lever for purification, hav- 
ing a basin beneath of the like matter, whence the priests 
might wash their hands and sprinkle their feet. And this was 
the ornamental construction of the enclosure about the couit 
of the tabernacle, which was exposed to the open air. 

3. As to the tabernacle itsdf, Moses jdaced it in the middle 
of that court, with its front to the east, that when the sun 
arose it might send its first rays upon it. Its length, when it 
was set up, was thirty cubits, and its breadth was twelve [ten] 
cubits. The one of its walls was on the south, and the other 
was exposed to the north, and on the back part of it remained 

* Of this Ubernacle of Motes, with its several parts and furniture, see my de- 
scription at Inge, chtp. ti, rii, riii, iz, x, xi, xii, hereto bdonging. 
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the west. It was necessary that its height should be equal to 
its breadth [ten cubits.] There were also pillars made ci 
wood, twenty on each side : they were wrought into a Qua- 
drangular figure, in breadth a cubit and an halt, but the thick- 
ness was four fingers; they had thin plates of gold affixed to 
them on both sides, inwardly and outwardly ; they had each 
of them two tenons bdongmg to them, inserted into their 
bases, and these were of silver ; in each of which bases there 
was a socket to receive the tenon. But the pillars on the 
west wall were six. Now all these tenons and sockets ac- 
curately fitted one anotlier, insomuch that the joints were 
invisible, and both seemed to be one entire and united wall. 
It was also covered with gold, both within and withouL The 
number of pillars was equal on the opposite sides, and there 
were on each part twenty, and evcir one of them had the 
third part of a span in thickness ; so that the number of thirty 
cubits were fully made up between them. But as to the wall 
behind, where the ux pillars made up togetlier only nine cu- 
bits, tliey made two other pillars, and cut them out of oiie 
cubit, which they placed m the comers, and made them 
equally fine with the other. Now every one of the pillars 
had rings of gold affixed to their fronts outward, as it they 
had taken root in the pillars, and stood one row over against 
anotlicr round about, through which were inserted bars gilt 
over with gold, each of them five cubits long; and these 
bound together the pillars, the head of one bar running into 
another, after the nature of one tenon inserted into another. 
But for the wall behind, there was but one row of bars that 
went through all the pillars, into which row ran the ends of 
tlie bars on each side of the longer walls, the male with its 
female being so fastened in their joints, that they held the 
whole firmly togetlier ; and for this reason was all this joined 
so fast together, that the tabernacle might not be shaken, 
either by the winds, or by any other means, but that it might 
preserve itself quiet and immoveable continually. 

4. As for the inside, Moses parted its length into three 
partitions. At the distance of ten cubits from the most se- 
cret end, Moses placed four pillars, whose workmanship was 
the very same with that of the rest ; and they stood upon the 
like bases with them, each a small matter distant from his 
fellow. Now the room within those pillars was the Most 
Holtf Place ; but the rest of the room was the TabcmncU^ 
which was open for the priests. However, this proportion 
of the measures of the tabernacle "proved to be an imitation 
of the system of the world ; for that third part thereof which 
was within the four pillars, to which the priests were not ad- 
mitted, is, as it were, an heaven peculiar to God. But the 
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qpace of the twenty cubits is, as it were, sea and land, on 
which men Uve, and so this part is peculiar to the priests 
only* But at the front, where the entrance was made, they 
placed pillars of gold that stood on bases of brass, in number 
seven ; but then they spread over the tabernacle vails of fine 
finen, and purple and blue and scarlet, colours, embroidered. 
The first vail was ten cubits every way, and this they spread 
over the pillars which parted the temple, and kept the most 
holy place concealed within 4 and this vail was that which 
made this part not visible to any. Now the whole temple 
was called The Hobf Place ; but that part which was within 
the four pilars, ana to which none were admitted, was called 
The Holy €f Holies. This vail was very ornamental, and 
embroidered with all scuts of flowers which the earth pro. 
duces ; and there was interwoven into it all sorts of variety 
that might be an ornament, excepting the forms of animals. 
Another vail there was which covered the five pillars that 
were at the entrance. It was like the former in its mag- 
nitude and texture and colour ; and at the comer of every 
pillar, a ring retained it from the top downwards, half tfaie 
depth of the pillars, the other half affoiding an entrance for 
the priest, who crept under it. Over this there was a vail of 
linen, of the same largeness with the former ; it was to be 
drawn this way or that way by cords, whose rings, fixed to the 
texture of the vail, and to tne cords also, were subservient 
to the drawing and undrawing of the vail, and to the fasten. 
ing it at the comer, that then it might be no hinderance to 
the view of the sanctuary, especially on solemn days ; but 
that cm other days, and especially when the weather was in- 
dined to snow, ^t might be expanded, and afford a covering 
to the vail of divers colours : whence that custom of ours is 
derived, of having a fine linen vail, after the temple has been 
built) to be drawn over the entrances. But the ten other 
curtains were four cubits in breadth and twenty-^ght in 
length, and had golden clasps, in order to join the one cur- 
tain to the other, which was done so exactly, that they seem- 
ed to be one entire curtain; these were, spread over the 
temple, and covered all the top, and parts of tne walls, on the 
rides and behind, so far as within one cubit of the ground. — 
There were other curtains of the same breadth with these, 
but one more in number, and longer, for they were thirty 
cufaits long ; but these were woven of hair, with the like sub- 
tility as those of wool were made, and were extended loosely 
down to the ground, appearing like a triangular front and 
deration at the gates ; the eleventh curtain being used for 
this very piupose. There were also other curtains made of 
skins above these, which afforded covering and protection to 

VOL. I. K 
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those that were woven, both in hot weather and when it rain- 
ed. And great was the surprise of those who viewed these 
curtains at a distance ; for they seemed not at all to differ 
from the colour of the sky. But those that were made of 
hair and of skins reached down in the same manner as did 
the vml at the gates, and kept off the heat of the sun, and 
what injury the rains might do. And after this manner was 
the tabernacle reared. 

5. There was also an ark made, sacred to God, of wood 
that was naturally strong, and could not be corrupted. This 
was called Eron in our own language. Its construction was 
thus : its length was five spans, but its breadth and height 
was each of them three spans. It was covered all over with 
gold, both within and wimout, so that the wooden part was 
not seen. It had also a cover united to it by golden hinges, 
after a wonderful manner ; which cover was every way evenly 
fitted to it, and had no eminences to hinder its exact con- 
junction. There were also two golden rings belonging to 
each of the longer boards, and passing through the entire 
wood, and through them gilt bars passed along each board, 
that it might thereby be moved and carried about as occasion 
should require ; for it was not drawn in a cart by beasts of 
burden, but borne on the shoulders of the priests. Upon this 
its cover were two images which the Hebrews call Cherubima ; 
they are flying creatures, but their form is not like to that of 
any of the creatures which men have seen, though Moses 
said he had seen such beings near the throne of God. In 
this ark he put the two tables whereon the ten command- 
ments were written, five upon each table, and two and a half 
upon each side of them ; and this ark he {d|iced in the most 
holy place. 

o. But in the holy place he placed a table, like those at 
Delphi. Its length was two cubits, and its breadth one cubit, 
and its height three spans. It had feet also, the lower half of 
which were complete feet, resembling those which the Do- 
rians put to their bedsteads, but the upper parts towards the 
table were wrought into a square form. The table had an 
hollow towards every side, having a ledge of four fingers 
depth, that went round about like a spiral, ooth on the upper 
and lower part of the body of the work. Upon every one 
of the feet was there also mserted a ring not far from the 
cover, through which went bars of wood beneath, but gilded, 
to be taken out upon occasion, there being a cavity where it 
was joined to the rings ; for they were not entire rings, but 
before they came quite round, they ended in acute points, 
the one of which was inserted into the prominent part of the 
table, and the other into the foot ; and by these it was carried 
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when they journeyed. Upon this table, which was placed 
on the north side of the temple, not far from the most holy 
place, were laid twelve unleavened loaves of bread, six upon 
€ach heap, one above another : they were made of two tenth 
deals of the purest flour, which tenth deal [an homer] is a 
measure of the Hebrews, containing seven Athenian cotylce ; 
and above those loaves were put two vials full of frankincense. 
Now after seven days other loaves were brought in their 
stead, on the day which is by us called the Sabbath ; for we 
call the seventh day the Sabbath. But for the occasion of 
this invention of placing loaves here, we will speak to it in 
another place. 

?• Over against this table, near the southern wall, was set 
a candlestick of cast gold, hollow within, being of the weight 
of one hundred pounds, which the Hebrews call cinchares ; if 
it be turned into the Greek language, denotes a talent. It 
was made with its knops, and lilies, and pomegranates, and 
bowls, (which ornaments amounted to seventy in all ;) by 
which means the shaft elevated itself on fai^h from a single 
base^ and spread itself into as many branches as there are 
fdaneta, including the sun among them. It terminated in 
seven heads in one row, all standing parallel to one another ; 
and these branches carried seven lamps, one by one, in imi. 
tation of the number of the planets ; Uiese lamps looked to 
the east and to the south, the candlestick being situate 
obliquely. 

8. Now between this candlestick and the table, which, as 
we Scud, were within the sanctuary, was the altar of incense, 
made of wood, indeed, but of the same wood of which the 
for^;oing vessels wer^ made, such as was not liable to cor- 
ruption. It was entirely crusted over with a golden plate. 
Its breadth on each side was a cubit, but the altitude double. 
Upon it was a grate of gold, that was extant above the altar, 
which had a golden crown encompassing it round about, 
whereto belonged rings and bars, by which the priests carried 
it when they journeyed. Before this tabernacle there was 
reared a brazen altar, but it was within made of wood, five 
cubits by measure on each side, but its height was but three, 
m Ukc manner adorned with brass-plates as bright as ffold. 
It had also a brazen hearth of net- work, for the ground un- 
derneath received the fire from the hearth, because it had no 
basis to receive it. Hard by this altar lay the basins, and 
die vials, and the censers, and the caldrons, made of gold ; 
but the other vessels, made for the use of the sacrifices, were 
all of brass. And such was the construction of the taber^ 
nade ; and these were the vessels thereto belonging. 

k2 
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CHAP.' VII. 

Which were the Garments of the Priests^ and of the High^ 
Priest : Concerning the Priesthood of Aaron, with (he 
Manner of the Purifications arid Sacrifices ; as ako con* 
ceming the Festivals^ and how each Day was then disposed 
of with other Laws. 

§ 1. Theee were peculiar garments appointed for the priests, 
and for all the rest, which they call Cahanceoe [priestly] gar- 
ments, as also for the high-priests, which they call Cahantect 
RabboBy and denote the high-priesf s garments. Such was, 
therefore, the habit of the rest. But when the priest ap- 
proaches the sacrifices, he purifies himself with the purifica- 
tion which the law prescribes ; and, in the first place, he puts 
on that which is called Machancue, which means somewhait 
that is fast tied. It is a girdle composed of fine twined linen, 
and is put about the privy parts, the feet being to be insert- 
ed into them in the nature of breeches ; but above half of it 
is cut off, and it ends at the thighs, and is there tied fast 

2. Over this he wore a linen vestment, made of fine flax 
doubled : it is called Chefhone, and denotes linen, for we call 
finen by die name of Chethone. This vestment reaches down 
to the feet, and sits close to the body ; and has sleeves that 
are tied fast to the arms : it is girded to the breast a little 
above the elbows, by a girdle often going round, four fingers 
broad, but so loosely woven, that you would think it were 
the skin of a serpent. It is embroidered with flowers of scar- 
let and purple and blue, and fine twined linen, but the warp 
was nothing but fine linen. The beginning of its circumvo- 
lution is at the breast ; and when it has gone often round, 
it is there tied, and hangs loosely there down to the ankles: 
I mean this all the time the priest is not about any labori- 
ous service, for in this position it appears in the most agree- 
able manner to the spectators; but when he is oblig^ to 
assist at the offering sacrifices, and to do the appointed ser- 
vice, that he may not be hindered in his operations by its 
motion, he throws it to the left, and bears it on his shoulder. 
Moses, indeed, calls this belt Abanetit ; but we have learned 
from the Babylonians to call it EmtOj for so it is by them 
called. This vestment has no loose or hollow parts any 
where in it, but only a narrow aperture about the neck ; and 
it is tied with certain strings hanging down from the edge 
over the breast and back, and is fastened above each shoul- 
der : it is called Massabazanes. 

3. Upon his head •he wears a cap, not brought to a conic 
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form, not encircling the whole head, but still coverin/^ more 
than the^ialf of it, which is called Masnaempihes : and its 
make is such, that it seems to be a crown, neing made of 
thick swathes, but the contexture is of linen ; and it is doubled 
round many times, and sewed together : besides which, a piec^ 
of fine linen covers the whole cap from the upper part, and 
reaches down to the forehead, and hides the seams of the 
swathes, which would otherwise appear indecently : this ad- 
heres doaely upon the solid part or the head„ and is thereto 
so firmly fixed, that it may not fall ofi* during the sacred ser- 
vice about the sacrifices. So we have now showed you what 
is the habit of the generality of the priests. 

4. The high-priest is, indeed, adoroed with the same gar- 
ments that we have described, without abating one, only over 
these he puts on a vestment of a blue colour. This also is 
a long robe, reaching to his feet, [in our language it is call- 
ed Meeir ;] and is tied round with a girdle, embroidered with 
the same colours and flowers as the former, with a mixture of 
cold interwoven. To the bottom of which garment are hung 
fringes, in colour like pomegranates, with golden bells,* by 
a curious and beautiful contrivance ; so that between two 
bells hangs a pom^anate, and between two pomegranates a 
bell. Now this vesture was not composed of two pieces, nor 
was it sewed tc^ther upon the shoulders and the sides, but 
it was one long vestment, so woven as to have an aperture for 
the neck ; not an oblique one, but parted all along the breast 
and the back. A border also was sewed to it, lest the aper- 
ture should look too indecently. It was also parted where 
the hands were to come out. 

6. Besides these, the high-priest put on a third garment, 
which was called the Epkody which resembles the Epomis of 
the Greeks. Its make was after this manner. — It was woven, 
to the depth of a cubit, of several colours, with gold inter- 
mixed, and embroidered, but it left the middle of the breast 
uncovered. It was made with filleeves also ; nor did it appear 
to be at all differently made from a short coat. But in the 

* The use at these golden beUs at the bottom of the high-priest*8 long gar- 
■Mpfc aeemt to me to have been this, that, by shaking his garment at the time of 
hii oflforing incense in the temple, on the great day of expiation, or at other pro- 
per periods of his sacred ministrations there, on the great festivals, the people 
m^t have notice of it, and might fall to their own ffMyers at the time of tnccme^ 
or other proper periods ; and so the vhole congregation might at once ofSa those 
commoo prayers jointly with the high-priest himself to the Almightyi See Luc. 
i, 10, Apoc. viii, 3, 4. Nor probably is the father of Sirach to be otherwise un- 
Aerstood, when he says of Aaron, the first high-priest, £cchis. xlr, 9, And God 
§meampu*Med Aaron teith pomegranate*^ and tptlA many golden belU round aiont^ 
that as he waU there might he a touud and a noise made, that might he heard 
Mthetempleyjbr a manorial to the children of his people. 
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void place of this garment there was inserted a piece of the 
bigness of a span, embroidered with gold and the ether co- 
lours of the cphod, and is called Essen^ [the breast-plate/] 
which, in the Greek language, signifies the Oracle. This 
piece exactly filled up the void space in the ephod. It is 
united to it by gcJden rings at every corner, the like rings 
being annexed to the ephod, and a blue ribband was made 
use of to tie them together by those rings ; and that the 
space between the rings might not appear empty, they con- 
trived to fill it up with stitches of blue ribbands. There were 
also two sardonyxes upon the ephod at the shoulders, to 
fasten it, in the nature of buttons, having each end running 
to the sardonyxes of gold, that they might be buttoned by 
them. On these were engraven the names of the sons ot 
Jacob, in our own country letters, and our own tongue, six on 
each of the stones, on either side ; and the elder sons^ namea 
were on the right shoulder. Twelve stones also there were 
upon the breast^plate, extraordinary in largeness and beauty ; 
and they were an ornament not to be purchased by men, be- 
cause oi their immense value. These stones, however, stood 
in three rows, by four in a row, and were inserted into the 
breast-plate itself; and they were set in ouches of gold, that 
were tnemselves inserted in the breast-plate, and were so 
made that they might not fall out. Now trie first three stones 
were a sardonyx, a topaz, and an emerald. The second row 
contained a carbuncle, a jasper, and a sapphire. The first of 
the third row was a ligure, then an amethyst, and the third 
an agate, being the ninth of the whole number. The first 
of the fourth row was a chrysolite, the next was an onyx, and 
then a beryl, which was the last of all. Now the names of 
all those sons of Jacob were engraven in these stones, whom 
we esteem the heads of our tribes, each stone having the ho- 
nour of a name, in the order according to which they were 
bom. And whereas the rings were too weak of themselves 
to bear the weight of the stones, they made two other rings 
of a larger size, at the edge of that part of the breast-plate 
which reached to the neck, and inserted into the very texture 
of the breast-plate, to receive chains finely wrought, which 
connected them with golden bands to the tops of the shoul- 
ders, whose extremity turned backwards, and went into the 
ring, on the prominent back part of the ephod ; and this was 
for the secunty of the breast-plate, that it might not fall out 
of its place. There was also a girdle sewed to the breast- 
plate, which was of the fore-mentioned colours, with gold iii- 
termixed ; which, when it had gone once round, was tied 
ugain upon the seam, and hung down. There were also got- 
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den loops that admitted its fringes at each extremity of the 
girdle, and included them entirely. 

6. The high-priest^s mitre was the same that we described 
before, and was wrought like that of all the other priests ; 
above which there was another, with swathes of blue em- 
broidered, and round it was a golden crown polished, of three 
tows, one fihove another ; out of which arose a cup of gold, 
which resembled the herb which we call Saccfiarus^ but 
those Greeks that are skilful in botany call it Hyoscyamus. 
Now, lest any one that has seen this herb, but has not been 
taught its name, and is unacquainted with its nature, or having 
known its name, knows not the herb when he sees it, I shall give 
such as these are a description of it. This herb is oftentimes 
in tallness above three spans, but its root is like that of a 
turnip, (for he that should compare it thereto would not be 
mistaken,) but its leaves are like to the leaves of mint. Out 
of its branches it sends out a calyx, cleaving to the branch, 
and a coat encompasses it, which it naturally puts off* when 
it is changing, in order to produce its fruit. This calyx is of 
the bigness of the bone cf the little finger, but in the com- 
pass of its aperture is like a cup. This I will farther de- 
scribe for the use of those that are unacquainted with it.— 
Suppose a sphere be divided into two parts, round at the 
bottom, but having another segment that grows up to a cir- 
cumference from that bottom ; suppose it become narrower 
by degrees^ and that the cavity ot that part grow decently 
smaller, and then gradually grow wider again at the brim, 
such as we see in the navel of a pomegranate, with its notches. 
And, indeed, such a coat grows over this plant as renders it 
an hemisphere, and that, as one may say, turned accurately in 
a lathe, and having its notches extant above it, which, as I 
said, grow like a pomegranate, only that they are sharp, and 
end in nothing but prickles. Now the fruit is preserved by 
this coat of the calyx, which fruit is like the seed of the herb 
^ederitis : it sends out a flower that may seem to resemble 
that of poppy. Of this was a crown made, as far as from 
the hinder part of the head to each of the temples ; but this 
ephieUsj for so this calyx may be called, did not cover the 
forehead, but it was covered with a golden phie^* which had 
inscribed upon it the name of God in sacred characters. 
And such were the ornaments of the high-priest. 

7. Now, here one may wonder at the ill-will which men 

• The reader ought to take notice here, that the rery Mosaic pctaton^ or goli^ 
en plttte^ (ot the forehead of the Jewish high-priest, was itself preserved, not only 
till the days of Josephns, but of Origen ; and that its inscription, HoHneu to the 
Lord^ was in the Samaritan characters. See Antiq. B. viii, di. iii, teet 8* 
JBsMy on the Old Test p. 154, and Rdand, de SpoL TeinpU. p. 139. 
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bear to us, and which they profess to bear on account of omr 
despising that deity which they pretend to honour ; for if anj 
one do but conuder the £Rbric of the tabernacle, and take a 
view of the carments of the high-priest, and of those vessels 
which we make use of in our sacred ministration, he will find 
that our l^slator was a divine man, and that we are unjuaU 
ly reproached by others ; for if any one do, without prejudice 
and with judgment, look upon these things, he will fina they 
were every one made in way of imitation and representation 
of the universe. Wlien Moses distinguished the tabemade 
into three parts,* and allowed two of them to the priests, as 
a place accessible and common, he denoted the land and the 
sea, these being of general access to all ; but he set apart the 
third division K)r God, because heaven is inacces«ble to men. 
And when he ordered twelve loaves to be set on the table, 
he denoted the year, as distinguished into so many months. 
By branching out the candlestick into seventy parts, he a&> 
cretly intimated the Decani^ or seventy divisions of ^ the 
planets; and as to the seven lamps upon the candlesticks, 
they referred to the course of the planets, of which that is the 
number. The vails, too, which were composed of foinr 
things, they declared the four elements; for the fine linen 
was proper to signify the earth, because the flax grows oat 
of the earth. The purple signified the sea, because that co- 
lour is dyed by the blood of a sea shell-fish. The blue is fit 
to signify the air ; and the scarlet will naturally be an indi- 
cation of fire. Now the vestment of the high-priest ben^ 
made of Hnen, ^^ified the earth ; the blue denoted the sky, 
being like lightnmg in its pomegranates, and in the noise of 
the bells resembhng thunder. And for the ephod, it showed 
that God had made the universe of four [elements ;] and as 
for the gold interwoven, I suppose it related to the splen- 
dour by which all things are enlightened. He also appomted 
the breasUpIate to be placed in the middle of the ephod, tx> 
resemble the earth, for that has the very middle place of the 
world. And the girdle which encompassed the high-priest 
round signified the ocean,,for that goes round about, and in- 
cludes the universe. Each of the sardonyxes declares to us 
the sun and the moon, those, I mean, that were in the nature 
of buttons on the high-priest'^s shoulders. And for the 
twelve stones, whether we understand by them the months, 

* When Josephus, both here and chap vi, sect. 4, supposes the tabernade to 
have been parted into three part&, he seems to esteem the bare entrance to be a 
third division, distinct from the holj and the most holy places ; and this the la- 
th«^ becanae in the temple afterward there was a real distinct third part, which 
wat^cilled the Porchy otherwise Joiephus would contradict his own descriptioD of 
the taboneck, which givea us a paiticuhir aoooont of no more than two parts. 
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or whether, we understand the like number of the agns of that 
circle which the Greeks call the Zodiac, we shall not be mis. 
taken in their meaning. And for ibe mitre, which was of a 
blue colour, it seems to me to mean heaven ; for how other- 
wise could the name of God be inscribed upon it P That it 
was also illustrated with a crown, and that of gold also, is be- 
cause of that splendour with which God is pleased. Let this 
explication* suffice at present, since the course of my narra- 
tion will often, and on many occasions, afford me the oppor- 
tunity of enlarging on the Tirtue of our legislator. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Of the Priesthood of Aaron, 

§ 1. When what has been described was brought to a con- 
clusion, gifts not being yet presented, God appeared to 
Moses, and enjoined him to bestow the higb-priesthood upon 
Aaron his brother, as upon him that best of them all deserved 
to obtain that honour, on account of his virtue. And when 
he had gathered the multitude together, he gave them an ae- 
ooui^t of Aaron's virtue, and of his good will to them, and 
of the dangers he had undergone for their sakes. Upon 
which, when they had given testimony to him in all respects, 
and diowed their readiness to receive him, Moses said to 
them, ^^ O you Israelites, this work is already brought to a 
conclusion, in a manner most acceptable to God, and accord- 
ing to our abilities. And now, since you see that he is re- 
ceived into this tabernacle, we shall first of all stand in need 
of one that may officiate for us, and may minister to the sa^ 
crifices^ and to the prayers that are to be put up for us. 
And, indeed, had the inquiry after such a person been left to 
me, I should have thought myself worthy of this honour, 
both because all men are naturally fond of themselves, and 

* This explication of the mystical meaning of the Jewish tabernade, and its 
▼eMcla , with the garments of the high-pxiest, is taken out of Phiio, and fitted to 
Ocndie philosophical notions. This may possibly be forgiven in Jews gieatlj 
Tened ia heathen learning and philosophy, as Philo had ever been, and as Jose- 
pfaus had long been when he wrote these Antiquities. In the meantime, it is not 
to be doubted, but, in their edacatkMi, they must have both learned more Jewish 
inteiprctations, sudi as we meet with in the epistle of Barnabas, in that to the 
Hebrews, and elsewhere amoog die old Jews. Acoordin^y, when Josephns 
wrote his books of the Jewish war for the use of the Jews, at which time he was 
comparatively young, and less used to Gentile bodes, we find one specimen of 
such a Jewish interpretation ; for there (B. vii, chap, v, sect. 5, voL iv) he makes 
the seven branches of the temple caadkstick, with their seven lamps, an emblem of 
the seven days of creation and rest, which are here emblems of the seven planets. 
Nor oertainlj ought ancient Jewish emblems to be explained any other way than 
according to ancient Jewish, and not Gentile, notions. See of the Ww, B. 1, 
ch. xxxiii, sect 2, voL iv. 
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because I am conadous to myself that I have taken a great 
deal of pains for your deliverance. But now God himself 
has determined that Aaron is worthy of this honour, and has 
chosen him for his priest, as knowing him to be the mo6t 
righteous person among you. So that he is to put on the 
vestments which are consecrated to God : he is to have the 
care of the altars, and to make provision for the sacrifices ; 
and he it is that must put up prayers for you to God, who 
will readily hear them, not only because he is himself soli- 
citous for your nation, but also because he will receive them 
as offered by one that he hath himself chosen to this office."^* 
The Hebrews were pleased with what was said, and they gave 
their approbation to him whom God had ordained ; for Aaron 
was of tnem all the most deserving of this honour, on account 
of his own stock, and gift of prophecy, and his brother''s vir- 
tue. He had at that time four sons, Nadab, Abihu, Elea- 
zar, and Ithamar. 

2. Now Moses commanded them to make use of all the 
utenuls which were more than were necessary to the struc- 
ture of the tabernacle, for covering the tabernacle itself, 
the candlestick, and altar of incense, and the other vessels, 
that they might not be at all hurt when they journeyed, either 
by the rain, or by the rising of the dust. And when he had 
gathered the multitude together again, he ordained that they 
should oiFer half a shekel for every man, as an oblation to 
God ; which shekel is a piece among the Hebrews, and is 
equal to four Athenian drachm6e.-|* Whereupon they readi- 
ly obeyed what Motes had commanded ; and the number of 
the offerers was six hundred and five thousand five hundred 
and fifty. Now this money that was brought by the men 
that were free, was given by such as were above twenty years 
old, but under fifty ; and what was collected was spent in the 
uses of the tabernacle. 

3. Moses now purified the tabernacle and the priests; 
which purification was peiformed after the following 'man- 

* It is well worth oar o^Mervation, that the two principal qaalifications requir- 
ed in this section, for the constitution of the first high-priest, viz. that he should 
hare an excellent character for virtuoiis and good actions ; as also, that he should 
have the approbation of the people, are here noted by Josephus, even where the 
nominadoo belonged to Ood himself, whidi are the very same qualificationa 
which the Christian religion requires in the choice of Christian bishops, pricstt, 
and deacons, as the Apostolical Constitutions inform us, B. ii, chap. ill. 

-f- This wei^t and value of the Jewish shekel, in the days of Josephus, equal 
to about 2s. lOd. sterling, is, by the learned Jf ws, owned to be one-fifUi larger 
than were their old shekds ; which determination agrees perfectly vrith iht re- 
maining shekels that have Samaritan inscriptions, coined generaUy by Simon the 
Maoca^e, about 230 years before Josephus published his Antiquities, whidi 
never weigh more than U. 44d., and oanunonly but 29, ^d. See Reland, Be 
Ji^ummk Samarituitorumj p. 188. 
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Der: he commanded them to take five hundred shekels of 
choice myrrh, an equal quantity of cassia, and half the fore- 
going weight of cinnamon; and calamus, (this last is a sort 
of sweet spice,) to beat them small, and wet them with an 
hin of oil of olives, (an hin is our own country measure, and 
contains two Athenian choas, or conguises,) then mix them 
together, and boil them, and prepare them after the art of 
the apothecary, and make them mto a very sweet ointment ; 
and afterward to take it to anoint and to purify the priests 
themselves, and all the tabernacle, as also the sacrifices.-— 
There were also many, and those of various kinds, of sweet 
spices, that belonged to the tabernacle, and such as were of 
very great price, and were brought to the golden altar of in^ 
cense ; whose nature I do not now describe, lest it should be 
troublesome to my readers. But incense* was to be offered 
twice a-day, both before sun-rising and at sun-setting. They 
were also to keep oil already purified for the lamps ; -f three 
of which were to give light all day long, upon the sacred 
candlestick, before God, and the rest were to be lighted at 
the evening. 

4. Now all was finished. Bezaleel and Aholia appeared 
to be the most skilful of the workmen ; for they invented 
finer works than what others had done before them, and were 
of great abilities to gain notions of what they were formerly 
ignorant of; and of these Bezaleel was judged to be the best. 
Now the whole time they were about this work was the in- 
terval of seven months ; and after this it was that was ended 
the first year since their departure out of Egypt. But at the 
beginning of the second year, on the month Xanthicus, as 
the Macedonians call it, but oa the month Nisan, as the He- 
brews call it, on the new moon, they consecrated the taber- 
nacle and all its vessels, which I have already described. 

5. Now God showed himself pleased with the work of 
the Hebrews, and did not permit their labours to be in vain ; 
nor did he disdain to make use of what they had made, but 
he came and sojourned with them, and pitched his tab^- 
nacle in the holy house.. And in the following manner did 
he come to it : the sky was clear, but there was a mist over 
the tabernacle only, encompassing it, but not with such a 
very deep and thick cloud as is seen in the winter season, nor 

yet in so thin an one as men might be able to discern any 

« 

* The incense was here offered, according toJotephus^s opinion, before sun. 
rising and at sun-setting. But in the days of Pompey, according to the same 
Jos^us, the sacrifices were ofoed in the morning, and at the ninth hour. 
Antiq. B. xi?, ch. iv, sect 3, voL iL 

'-f Hence we may correct the opinions of the modem rabbins, who say, that 
only one of the seven hunps bum^ in the daytime ; whereas our JoBq>hus, an 
eye-witness, says they were three. 
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thing through it ; but from it there drofqwd a sweet deWt 
and Btich an one as showed the presence of God to those thut 
desired and believed it. 

6. Now when Moses bad bestowed such honorary preaenta 
on the workmen as it vah fit they should receive, who had 
wrought so well, he offered sacrifices in the open court a£ 
the tabernacle, as God commaniled him, a bull, a ram, and 
a kid of the eoats, for a un-offering. Now I shall spealc 
of what we £> in our sacred offices in my discourse about 
sacrifices ; and therein sliall inform men in what cases Moses 
bid UB ofier a whole bumt-o&ering, and in what cases the 
law permits us to partake of them as of food. And when 
Moaes had sprinkled Aaron's vestments himself, and his sons, 
with the blood of the beasts that were slain, and had purified 
them with spring waters and ointment, they became God^S 
priests. After this manner did he consecrate them and their 
garments for seven days together. The same he did to tbe 
tabernacle, and the vessels thereto belonging, both with oil 
first incensed, as I said, and witli the blood of bulls and 
of rams, slain day by day one, according to its kind. But 
on the eighth day he appointed a feast for the people, and 
commanded them to ofler sacrifice according to ibeir ability. 
Acccvdingly, they contended one with another, end were 
ambitious to exceed each other in the sacrifices which thvy 
brought, and so fulfilled Moses's injunctions. But as the 
sacrifices )ay upon the altar, a sudden fire was kindled from 
among them of its own accord, and appeared to the sight 
like tire from a dash of Ughtning, and consumed whatsoever 
was upon the altar. 

7. Hereupon an affliction befel Aaron, considered as a 
man and a father, but was undergone by him with true forti- 
tude ; for he had, indeed, a firmness of soul in such accidents, 
and be thought this calamity came upon him according Lo 
God's will ; for whereas he had four sons, as I said before, 
the two elder of them, Nadab and Abihu, did not bring those 
sacrifices which Moses bade them bring, but which they used 
to ofi'er fwmerly, and were burned to death. Now when the 
fire rushed upon them, and b^an to bum them, nnbody could 
quenchit. Accordingly, they died in this manner. And Moses 
bid their father and their brethren to take up their bodies to 
oarry them out of the camp, and to bury them magnificently. 
Novv tlif iiniltitude lamented them, and were deeply affected 

I jU (hi>t ihiir death, which so unexpectedly befel them. But 
^•-JUoses ('[itnated their brethren and their father not to be 
Liroubled for them, and to prefer their honour of God before 

|Jieir griif about them ; for Aaron had already put on bis 

•■icred garments. 
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8. But Moses refused all that honour which he saw the 
naltitude ready to bestow upon him, and attended to no- 
thing else but to the service of God. He went no more up 
to Mount Sinai ; but he went into the tabernacle, and brought 
hack answers from God for what he prayed for. His lu^t 
was also that of a private man ; and in all other circum- 
stances he behaved himself like one of the common people, 
-and was desirous to appear without distinguishing nimself 
from the multitude, but would have it known that he did 
nothing else but take care of them. He also set down in 
writing the form of their government, and those laws, by 
'obedience whereto they would lead their lives so as to please 
God, and so as to have no quarrels one among another. 
However, the laws he ordained were such as Gt)d suggested 
to him ; so I shall now discourse concerning that form of go- 
vernment and those laws. 

9. I will now treat of what I before omitted, the garment 
of the high-priest ; for he [Moses] left no room for the evil 
.practices of [false] prophets : but if some of that sort should 
attempt to abuse tne divine authority, he left it to G<xl* to 
be present at his sacrifices when he pleased, and when he 
pleased, to be absent And he was willing this should be 
known, not to the Hebrews only, but to those foreigners 
1^ who were there. For as to those stones,-|* whidn we 

* Of this strange expression, that Moset left U to God to he pretent at hit 
mtryUet when he pleated^ and when he pleased to be abtent^ see the note on B. 
ii, against Apion, secL 16, voL It. 

-f- These answers by the oracle of Urim and Thummim^ which words signify 
Ught and perfectioHy or, as the Septuagint render them, revelation and truthy 
■Dd denote nothing further that I see but the shining stones themselves which 
were used, in this method of illumination, in revealing the will of God after a 
perfect and true manner to hia people Israel : I say, these answers were not 
made by the shining of the precious stones, after an awkward manner, in the 
hi^-priest^s breastplate, as the modem rabbins vainly suppose ; for certainly 
^e shining of the stones might precede <fr accompany ibt otade, without itsdf 
delivering that oracle, (see Antiq. B. vi, eh. vi, sect, iv,) but rather by an audi. 
W voice from the mercy-seat between the cherubims. See Prideaux's Connect. 
•i the year 534. This iiracle had been silent, as Josephus here informs us, two 
handred years before he wrote his Antiquities, or ever since the days of the last 
'good high.-priest, of the family of the Maccabees, John Hyrcanus. Now it is 
here very well worth our observation, that the oracle before us was that by which 
Gkid appeared to be present with and gave directions to his people Israel as their 
Idng, all the while they submitted to him in that capacity, and did not set over 
them such independent kings as governed according to their own wills and poli- 
tieal maxims, instead of divine directions. Accordingly, we meet with this 
oracle (besides angelic and prophetic admonitions) all adong, from the days of 
Moses and Joshua to the anointing of Saul, the first of the succession of the 
kings. Numb, xxvii, 21 ; Josh, vi, 6, &c ; xix, 50 ; Judg. i, 1 ; xviii, 4, 5, 
6, 30, 31 ; XX, 18, 23, 26, 27, 28; xxi, 1, &c; 1 Sam. i, 17, 18; iii, per 
tot. i iv, pn tot. ; nay, till SauPs rejection of the Divine commands in the war 
with Amalek, when he took upon him to act as he thou^t fit, 1 Sam. xiv, 3, 
18, 19, 36, 37 : then this oracle left Saul entirely (which, indeed, he had seldom 
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told you before, the high-priest bare on his shoulders, which 
were sardonyxes, (and I think it needless to describe their 
nature, they being known to every body,) the one of them 
shined out when God was present at their sacrifices ; I mean 
that which was in the nature of a button on his right shouU 

•contaltsd before, 1 Sam. xiv, 36 ; 1 Chron. x, 14 1 xiii, 3 ; Anliq. B. Tii, di. 
iv, sect. 2,) and aooom|Mnied David, who was anointed to aucceed him, and wbo 
coDfulted God hj it frequently, and complied with ita diiectiona oonatantly, 1 
Sam. xiT, 37, 41; x?, 26; xxu, 13, 15; xxiu, 9, 10; xxx, 7, 8, 18 ; 2 
Sam. ii, 1 ; ▼, 19, 23 ; xxi, 1 ; xxiii, 14 ; 1 Chron. xiv, 10, 14 ; Antiq. B. 
Ti, ch. xii, sect. 5. Saul, indeed, long after his rejection by Ood, and when 
•Ood had given him up to destruction for his disobedienoe, did once afterwards 
endeavour to consult God, when it was too late ; but God would not then an- 
swer him, neither by dreams, nor by Urim, nor by prophets, 1 Sam. xxviii, 6. 
lifor did any of David*8 suooessors, the kings of Judah, that we know of, consult 
■God by this oracle, till the very Babylonish captivity itself, when those kings 
were at an end, they taking upon them, I suppose, too much of despotic power 
and royalty, and too litLle owning the God of Israel for the supreme king of 
Israel, though a few of them consulted the prophets sometimes, and were an* 
awered by them. At the return of the two tribes, without the return of die 
Ungly government, the restoration of this oracle was expected, Neh. vii, 63 ; 1 
Esd. V, 40 ; 1 Mace, iv, 46 ; xiv, 41. And, ind^, it may seem to have been 
restored for some time after the Babylonish captivity ; at least in the days of 
that excellent high-priest, John Uyrcanus, whom Josephus esteemed as a king, 
•a priest, and a prophet, and who, he says, foretold several things thai came t6 
pass accordingly ; but about the time of his death he here implies that this orA- 
cle quite ceasied, and not before. The following high-priests now putting dia- 
ilems on their heads, and ruling according to their own will, and by their own 
authority, like the other kings of the pagan countries about them ; so that while 
the God of Israel was allowed to be the supreme king of Israel, and hu directiona 
to be their authentic guides, God gave them such directions, as their supreme 
■king and governor ; and they were properly under a theocracy, by this oradv^of 
Urim, but no longer, (see Dr. Bernard*s notes here,) thoQ^ I confess 1 cannot 
but esteem the high-priest Jaddus* divine dream, Antiq. B. xi, ch. viii, sect. 4» 
voL ii, and the high-priest Caiaphas* most remarkable prophecy, John xi, 47- 
52, as too small remains or specimens of thu ancient oracle, which properly be- 
longed to the Jewish high-priests. Nor perhaps ought we entirely to forget that 
eminent prophetic dream of our Josephus himself (one next to an high-priest, as 
•of the family of the Asamoneans or Maccabees) as to the succession of Vespasian 
and Titus to the Roman empire, and that in the days of Nero, and before either 
Oalba, Otho, or Vitellius, were thought of to succeed him. Of the War, B. 
iii, ch. viii, sect 9, vol. iii. This, I think, may well be looked on as the very 
last instance of any thing like the prophetic Urim among the Jewish nation, and 
just preceded their fatal desolation. But how it could possibly come to pass, 
that such great men as Sir John Marsham and Dr. Spenser should imagine that 
this oracle of Urim and Thummim, with other practices as old or older than the 
law of Moses, should have been ordained in imitation of somewhat like them 
among the Egjrptians, which we never hear of till the days of Diodorus Siculus, 
^lian, and Maimonides, or little earlier than the Christian era at the highest, is 
almost unaccountable ; while the main business of the law of Moses was evi. 
dently to preserve the Israelites from the idolatrous and superstitious practices of 
the neighbouring pagan nations : and while it is so undeniable, that the evidence 
for the great antiquity of Moses* law is incomparably beyond that for the like or 
greater antiquity of such customs in Eg3rpt or other nations, which indeed is ge- 
nerally none at all, it is most absurd to derive any of Moses* laws from the imi- 
ution of those heathen practices. Such hypotheses demonstrate to us how far 
inclination can prevail over evidence, in even some of the most learned part of 
mankind. 
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der, bright rays darting out thence, and being seen even by ' 
those that were most remote ; which splendour yet was not 
before natural to the stone. This has appeared a wonderful 
thing to such as have not so far indulged tnemselves in philo. 
sophy as to despise Divine revelation. Yet will I mention 
what is still more wonderful than this. For God declared 
beforehand, by those twelve stones which the high-priest bare 
on his breast, and which were inserted into his breast^plate, 
when they should be victorious in battle ; for so great a splen- 
dour shone forth from them before the army began to march, 
that all the people were sensible of God^s oeing present for 
their assistance. Whence it came to pass, that those Greeks 
who had a veneration for our laws, oecause they could not 
possibly contradict this, called that breast-plate the Oracle, 
Now, this breast-plate and this sardonyx left off shining two 
hundred .years before I composed this book, God having 
been displeased at the transgressions of his laws. Of whi(£ 
things we shall farther discourse on a fitter opportunity ; but 
I will now go on with my proposed narration. 

10. The tabernacle being now consecrated, and a regular 
order being settled for the priests, the multitude judged that 
God now dwelt among them, and betook themselves to sa- 
orifices and praises to God, as being now delivered from all 
expectation of evils, and as entertaining an hopeful pros- 
pect of better times hereafter. They offered also gifts to 
God, some as common to the whole nation, and others as 
peculiar to themselves, and these tribe by tribe; for the 
neads of the tribes combined together, two by two, and 
brought a waggon and a yoke of oxen. These amounted to 
mx, and they carried the tabernacle when they journeyed. 
Besides which, every head of a tribe brought a bowl, and a 
charger, and a spoon of ten darics, full of incense. Now 
the charger and the bowl were of silver ; and together they 
weighed two hundred shekels, but the bowl cost no more 
than seventy shekels ; and these were full of fine flour min- 
ffled with oil, such as they used on the altar about the sacri- 
fices. They brought also a young bullock and a ram, with 
a lamb of a year old, for a whole burnt-offering ; as also a 
goat for the forgiveness of sins. Every one of the heads of 
the tribes brought also other sacrifices, called peace-offerings^ 
for every day two bulls and five rams, with lambs of a year 
old, and kids of the goats. These heads of tribes were 
twelve days in sacrificing, one sacrificing every day. Now 
Moses went no longer up to Mount Sinai, but went into the 
tabernacle, and learned of God what they were to do, and 
what laws should be made ; which laws were preferable to 
what have been devised by human understanding, and proved 
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to be firmly observed for all time to come, as being believed 
to be the gift of God, insomuch that the Hebrews did not 
tran^ress any of those laws, either as tempted in times of 
peace by luxury, or in times of war by distress of afbirs. 
but I say no more here eonoermng them, because I hnve re- 
solved to compose another work Concerning our laws. 
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CHAP. IX. ^ 

The Manner of our offering Sacrifices. 

§ 1. I WILL now, however, make mention of a few of our 
£iws which belong to purifications and the like sacred oflkes, 
since I am accidentally come to this matter ei sacrifices. 
These sacrifices were of two sorts : of those sorts one was of* 
fiered for private persons, and the other for the people in ge* 
neral ; and they are done in two different ways. In the one 
case, what is slain is burnt, as a whole bumt-offi^ng, ixiienoe 
that name is given to it ; but the other is a thank-offerinc-^ 
and is designed for feasting those that sacrifice. I will speuc 
of the former. Suppose a {H*ivate man offer a bumt^offerii^, 
he must slay either a bull, a lamb, or a kid of the goats, and 
the two latter of the first year, though of bulls he is permits 
ted to sacrifice those of a greater age ; but ail bumt>onerii^ 
are to be of males. When they are slain, the priests sprinlde 
the blood round about the altar : they then cleanse the bo- 
dies, and divide them into parts, and salt them with salt, and 
lay them upon the altar, while the peces of wood are piled 
one upon another, and the fire is burning : they then cleanse 
the feet of the sacrifices, and the inwards, in an accurate 
manner, and so lay them to the rest to be purged by the fire, 
while the priests receive the hides. This is the way of offer* 
ing a burnt-offering. 

2. But those that offer thank-offerings do, indeed, sacrifice 
the same creatures, but such as are unblemidied, and above'a 
year old : However, they may take either males or females. 
They also sprinkle the altar with their blood ; but they lay 
upon the altar the kidneys and the caul, and ail the fat, and 
the lobe of the liver, together with the rump of the lamb ; 
then, giving the breast and the right shoulder to the priests, 
the offerers feast upon the remainder of the flesh for two days ; 
and what remains they burn. 

3. The sacrifices for sins are offered in the same manner 
as is the thank-offering. But those who are unable to pur- 
chase complete sacrifices, offer two pigeons or turtle.<loves ; 
the one of which is made a burnt-oflering to God, the other 
they give as food for the priests. But we shall treat more 
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accurately about the oblation of these creatures in our dis- 
course conceminfi^ sacrifices. But if a person fall into un by 
iffDorance, he offers an ewe lamb, or female* kid of the eoats, 
en the same age ; and the priests sprinkle the blood at the al- 
tar, not after the former manner, but at the comers of it. 
They also bring the kidneys and the rest of the fat, together 
with the lobe of the liver, to the altar, while the priests bear 
away the hides and the flesh, and spend it in the holy place 
on tne same day ;* for the law does not permit them to leave 
off it until the mominff. But if any one sin, and is conscious 
of it himself, but hath nobody that can prove it upon him, 
he offers a ram, the law enioining him so to do ; the flesh of 
which the priests eat, as before, in the holy place, on the 
same day. And if the rulers offer sacrifices tor their sins, 
they brine the same oblations that private men do ; only they 
so far differ, that they are to bring for sacrifices a bull or a 
kid of the goats, both males. 

4l Now the law requires, both in private and public sacri- 
fices, that the finest flour be also brought ; for a lamb the 
measure of one-tenth deal, for a ram two, and for a bull 
three. This they consecrate upon the altar, when it is min- 

K* d with oil ; for oil is also brought by those that sacrifice, 
a bull the half of an bin, and for a ram the third part of 
the same measure, and one quarter of it for a lamb. This 
hin is an ancient Hebrew measure, and is equivalent to two 
Athenian choas (or conguises.) They bring the same quan- 
tity of oil which they do of wine, and they pour the wine 
about the altar ; but if any one does not offer a complete sa^ 
crifice of animals, but brings fine flour only for a vow, he 
throws an handful upon the altar as its first fruits, while the 
priests take the rest for their food, either boiled or mingled 
with oil, but made into cakes of bread. But whatsoever it 
be that a priest himself offers^ it must of necessity be all 
burned. Now the law forbids us to sacrifice any animal at 
the same time with its dam ; and in other cases, not till the 
eighth day after its birth. Other sacrifices there are also ap- 
pcnnted for escaping distempers, or for other occasions, m 
whigh meat-offefings arc consumed together with the animals 
that are sacrificed ; of which it is not lawful to leave any part 
till the next day, only the priests are to take their own share. 

* WhtA ReUnd well obsores here, oatof Josephus, as compared with the law 
of Moses, Ijev. Tii, 15, (that the eating o( the saiTifioe the same day it was offer. 
«d seems to mean only before the morning of the next, although the latter part, 
L r. the night, be in strictness part of the next day^ according to the Jewish rec- 
koiung) is greatly to be obaenred upon other occasions also. The Jewish maxim 
in Budi cases, it seems, is this, that the day goet hefbre the night ; and this ap. 
peait to me to be the language both of the Old and New Testament. 8ee also 
the note on Antiq. B. iv, ch. iv, sect 4, and Reland*s note on B. iT, chap, viii, 
Met. 28. 
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CHAP. X. 



Coneemwg the Festivals ; and how each Day ^f weh FeatL 
vol it to be observed. 

§ 1. The law requires that out of the puUic expeitns a 
lamb <tf the first year be kiUed every day, at the b^iinning 
and at the ending of the day ; but on the seventh day, which 
is called the Sabbath, they kill two, and aaciifice them in the 
same manner. At the new noon, they both perfbnn llw 
daily sacriiiceB, and slay two bulls, with seven lambs of the 
first year, and a kid of the goate also, for the exiuation of 
sins ; that- is, if they have sinned through ignorance. 

2. But on the seventh month, which the Macedonians call 
HjfpeH>eretau)t, they malic an addition to those already men- 
tioned, and sacn&e a bull, a ram, and seven lambs, and a 
kid of the goats, for sins. 

3. On the tenth day of the same lunar month, they fiut till 
the evening ; and this day they sacrifice a bull, )|nd two aaoB, 
and seven lambs, and a kid oi the goats, for sins. And be* 
mdes these, they bring two kids of the goats; the one vi 
which b sent anve out of the limits of tbe camp into the 
wilderness for the scape goat, and to be an expiatiOD for the 
uns of the whole multitude ; but the other is brought into a 
place of great cleanness, within the limits of the camp, and 
u there burned, with its skin, without any sort of deannng. 
With this goat was burned a bull, not brought by the peofde^ 
but by the high-priest, at his own charges ; which, when it 
iras slain, he brought of the blood into »ie holy place, toge- 
ther with the blood of the kid of the goats, and sprinkled me 
ceiling with his finger seven times, as also its pavement, and 
again as often towards the [most] holy place, and about the 
golden altar. He also at last brings it into the open court, 
and sprinkles it about the great altar. Besides this, they set 
the extremities, and the kidneys, and the fat, with tlie lobe 
of the liver, upon the altar. The high-priest likewise jne- 
KDta a ram to God as a burnt-ofTeriiig. 

4. Upon the fifteenth day of the same month, when the 
aaaacm of the year is changing for winter, the law enjoins us 
la pitch tabernacles in every one of our houses, so that we 

c ourselves from the cold of that time of the year, as 
t when we should arrive at our own country, and come ■ 
ty which we should have then for our metropolia, 
f the temple therein to be built, and keep a festival 
It days, ana offer burnt^offeriuga, and sacrifice tliaok- 
fc that we should then carry in our hands a branch ctf 
^~3 willow, and a bough of the palm-tree, with the - 
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addition of the pomedtron. That the bumt-ofFering on the 

tmt of those days was to be a sacrifice of thirteen buUs, and 

fiyiuteen lambs, and fifteen rams, with the addition of a kid * 

€]f the goats, as an expiation for sins ; and on the following 

days the same number of lambs and of rams, with the Idds 

€if the goats ;• but abating one of the bulls every day till they 

amounted to seven only. On the eighth day all work was 

laid ande, and then, as we said before, they sacrificed to Grod 

« bullock, a ram, and seven lambs, widi a kid of the goats, for 

an expiation of sins. And this is the accustomed solemnity 

of the Hebrews when they pitch thor tabernacles. 

5. In the month Xanthicus, which is by us called Nisan, 
and is the beginning of our year, on the fourteenth day of the 
lunar month, when the sun is in Aries, (for on this month it 
was that we were delivered from bondage under the Egyp- ' 
tiaiia,) the law cHrdained, that we should every year slay that 
saorifioe which I before told you we slew when we came out 
of Egypt* And which was called the Passover ; and so do we 
celebrate this passover in companies, leaving nothing of what 
we sacrifice till the day followmg. The feast of unleavened 
fafead succeeds that of the passover, and falls on the fifteenth 
day of the month, and ccmtinues seven days, wherein they 
httd on unleavened bread ; on every one of which days two 
bulla are killed, and one ram, and seven lambs. Now these 
lambs are entirely burned, bendes the kid of the goats, which 
b added to all the rest, for sins ; for it is intended as a feast 
lor the priest on every one of those days. But on the second 
day of unleavened oread, which is the sixteenth day of the 
month, they first partake of the fruits of the earth, for before 
that day th^ do not touch them. And while they suppose 
itjproper to honour God, from whom they obtain this plen- 
tiful provision in the first place, they ofier the first-fruits of 
their oarley, and that in the manner following : They take an 
handful of the ears, and dry them, then beat them small, and 
purse the barley from the bran ; they then brinff one-tenth 
deal to the altar, to God; and casting one handful of it upon 
the fire, they leave the rest for the use of the priest And 
after this it is that they may publicly or privately reap their 
liarvest They also, at this participation of the nrst fruits of 
the earth, sacrifice a lamb, as a bumt-ofiering to God. 

6. When a week of weeks has passed over after this sacri- 
fiee^ (which weeks contain forty ana nine days,) on the fifteenth 
day, which is Pentecost, but is called by the Hebrews Asar* 
thoy which signifies Pentecost, they bring to Gtxl a loaf, made 
of wheat flour, of two-tenth deals, with leaveu ; and for sa- 
crifices they bring two lambs ; and when they have only pre- 
aented them to God, they are made ready to supper for the 
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priests ; nor is it permitted to leave any thing of them tiil 
the day following. They also slay three bullocks for a 
bumt^ifering, and two rams, and fourteen lambs, with two 
kids of the goats, for sins ; nor is there any one of the festival! 
but in it they oflTer bumto-fferings : they also allow themselvea 
to rest on every one of them. Accordingly, the law prescribes 
in them all what kinds they are to sacrifice, and now they 
are to rest entirely, and must slay sacrifices in order to feast 
upon them. 

7. However, out of the common charges, baked bread [was 
set on the table of shewbread,] without leaven, of twenty- 
four-tenth deals of flour, for so much is spent upon this breaa : 
two heaps of these were baked ; they were baked the day b^ 
fore the Sabbath, but were brought into the holy place on 
the morning of the Sabbath, and set upon the holy table. Ax 
on an heap, one loaf still standing over against another; 
where two golden cups full of frankincense were also set up* 
on them, and there they remained till another Sabbath, and 
then other loaves were brought in their stead, while the loaves 
were given to the priests for their food, and the frankincense 
was burned in that sacred fire wherein all their offerings were 
burned also.; and so other frankincense was set upon the 
loaves instead of what was there before. The [high] priest 
also, of his own charges, offered a sacrifice, and that twioe 
every day. It was made of flour mingled with oil, and gent- 
ly liaked by the fire; the quantity was one-tenth deal of 
flour: he brought the half of it to the fire in the morning, and 
the other half at night. The account of these sacrifices I shall 
give more accurately hereafter; hut I think I have premised 
what for the present may be sufficient concerning them. 



CHAP. XL 

Of the Purificatiofis. 

§ 1. Moses took out the tribe of Levi from communicating 
with the rest of the people, and set them apart to be an hcJy 
tribe; and purified them by water, taken from perpetual 
springs, and with such sacrifices as were usually offered to 
God on the like occasions. He delivered to them also the 
tabernacle, and the sacred vessels, and the other curtains 
which were made for covering the tabernacle, that they might 
minister under the conduct of the priests, who had been al- 
ready consecrated to Grod. 

2. He also determined concerning animals, which of them 
mi^ht be used for food, and which they were obliged to ab- 
stain from; which matters, when this work shall give me 
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occasion, shall be farther explained ; and the causes shall be 
added, by which he was moved to allot some of them to be 
oor food^ and enjoined us to abstain from others. However, 
he entirely forbade us the use of blood for food, and esteem* 
ed it to contain the soul and spirit. He also forbade us to 
eat the flesh of an animal that died of itself, as alsolhe caul, 
and the fat of goats, and sheep, and bulls. 

S. He also ordered that those whose bodies were afflicted 
with leprosy, and that had a gonorrha&a, should not come 
into the city ;* nay, he removed the women, when they had 
their natural purgations, till the seventh day ; after which he 
looked on them as pure, and permitted them to come in 
again. The law permits those also who have taken care of 
funerals to come in after the same manner, when this num- 
ber of days is over ; but if any continued longer than that 
number of days in a state of pollution, the law appointed the 
offering two lambs for a sacrifice ; the one of which they are 
to pur^e by the fire, and for the other, the priests take it for 
themselves. In the same manner do those sacrifice who have 
had tlie gonorrhaea. But he that sheds his seed in his sleep, 
if he goes down into cold water, he has the same privilege 
with those that have lawfully accompanied with their wives. 
And for the lepers, he suffered them not to come into the 
city at all, nor to live with any others, as if they were in ef- 
fect dead persons ; but if any one had obtcuned, by prayer to 
Grod, the recovery from that distemper, and had gained a 
healthful complexion again, such an one returned thanks to 
Grod, with several sorts of sacrifices ; concerning which we 
will speak hereafter. 

4. whence one cannot but smile at those who say, that 
Mooes was himself afflicted with the leprosy when he fled 
out of Egjrpc, and that he became the conductor of those who 
on that account left that country, and led them into the land 
of Canaan ; for had this been true, Moses would not have 
made these laws to his own dishonour, which indeed it was 
more likely he would have opposed, if others had endeavour- 
ed to introduce them ; and this the rather, because there are 
lepers in many nations, who are yet in honour, and not only 
free from reproach and avoidance, but who have been great 
captains of armies, and been intrusted with high offices in 
the commonwealth, and have had the privilege of entering 
into holy places and temples ; so that nothing hindered, but 
if either Moses himself, or the multitude that was with him 

• We mey here note, that .Toscphus frequently calls the camp the cittf, and 
the court of the Mosaic Uhemacle a tetnple^ and the tahcmade itnelf an Ao/y 
Aoaf«c, with aUuaion to the latter city, temple, and holy houne, which he knew so 
well long afterwards. 
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had been liable to such a misfortune, in the colour of Ub 
skin, he might have made laws -about them for their credit 
and advantage, and have laid no manner of di£Sculty upoo 
them. Accordingly, it is a plain case, that it is out of violent 
prejudice only that they report these things about us. fiut 
Moses was pure from any such distemper, and lived with 
countrymen who were pure of it also, and thence made the 
laws which concerned others that had the distemper. He 
did this for the honour of Gk)d. But as to these matters^ let 
every one consider them after what manner he pleases. 

5. As to the women, when they have bom a child, Moses 
forbade them to come into the temple, or touch the sacri- 
fices, before forty days were over, supposing it to be a boy ; 
but if she hath bom a girl, the law is, that she cannot be mi^ 
mitted before twice that number of days be over. And when 
after the before-mentioned time appointed for them, tbey 
perform their sacrifices, the priests distribute them beftne 
God. 

6. But if any one suspect that his wife has been guilty ol 
adultery, he was to bring a tenth deal of barley flour ; tbej 
then cast one handful to God, and gave the rest of it to tlie 
priests for food. One of the priests set the woman at the 

gtes that are turned towards the temple, and took the vttl 
)m her head, and wrote the name of God in parchmenty 
and enjoined her to swear that she had not at all mjuied hci 
husband ; and to wish, that if she had violated her chastitr, 
her right thigh might be put out of joint ; that her belly might 
swell, and that she might die thus ; but that if her husband, 
by the violence of his affection, and of the jealousy whicfa 
arose from it, had been rashly moved to this suspicion, that 
she might heai a male child on the tenth month. Now when 
these oaths were over, the priest wiped the name of Ood 
out of thcf parchment, and wrung the water into a vial. He 
also took some dust out of the temple, if any happened tc 
be there, and puC a Uttle of it into the vial, and gave it hei 
to drink ; whereupon the woman, if she were unjustly afr 
cused, conceived with child, and brought it to perfection in 
her womb. But if she had broken her faith of wedlock tc 
her husband, and had sworn falsely before God, she died 
in a reproachful manner ; her thigh fell off from her, and Imi 
belly swelled with a dropsy. And these are the ceremonia 
about sacrifices, and about the purifications thereto belong- 
ing, which Moses provided for his countrjnnen. He also pr& 
scribed the foUowmg laws to them. 



i 
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CHAP. XII. 

Several Laws, 

g 1. As for adultery, Moees forbade it entirely, as esteeming 
It a happy thing that men should be wise in the, affairs of 
wedlocK ; and that it was profitable both to cities and fami- 
lies, that, children should be known to be genuine. He also 
abhorred men^s lying with their mothers, as one of the great* 
est crimes ; and the like for lying widi the father^s wife, and 
with aunts, and sisters, and sons^ wives, as all instances of 
abominable wickedness. He also forbade a man to lie with 
his wife when she was defiled by her natural purgation ; and 
not to come near brute beasts, nor to approve of the lying 
with a male, which was to hunt after unlawful pleasures on 
account of beauty. To those who were guilty of such inso* 
lent behaviour, he ordained death for their punishment. 

8. As for the priests, he prescribed to them a double de» 
gree of purity ;* tor he restrained them in the instances above^ 
and moreover forbade them to marry harlots. He also for- 
bade them to marry a slave, or a captive, and such as got 
their living by cheating trades, and by keeping iiUis ; as fuso 
a woman parted from her husband on any account whatso- 
ever. Nay, he did not think it proper for the high-priest to 
marry isven :the widow of one th^t was dead, though he 
allowed that to the priests, but he permitted him only to 
marry a vir^n, and to retain her. Whence it is that the 
bigh-priest is not to come near to one that is dead, although 
the rest are not prohibited from coming near to their brethren, 
or parents, or cnildren, when they are dead, but they are to 
be unbleimished in all respects. He ordered, that the priest 
who had any blemish should have his portion indeed among^ 
the priests, but he forbade them to ascend the altar, or to 
enter into the holy house. He also enjoined them, not only 
to observe purity m their sacred ministraUons, but in their 
daily conversation, that it might be unblameable also. And 
on'this account it is, that those who wear the sacerdotal gar- 
ments are without spot, and eminent for their purity and so- 
bfiety ; nor are they permitted to drink wine so long as they 
wear those garments.f Moreover, they offer sacrifices that 
are entire, and have no defect whatsoever. 

* These words of Josepbus's are remarkable, that the lawgiver of the Jews le- 
qnited of the priests a dtmhle degree cfjmrHy^ m oomparison of that reqahed of 
the pe0pie ; of which he gives serenl instances immediately. It was for certain 
the case also among the first Christians, of the clergyy in comparison of the laiiifj 
as the apOBtoUc constitutions and cSnons everywhere inform us. 

f We must here note with Rdand, that the precepts given to the priests of 
not drinking wine while they wore the sacred gannents, is equivalent to their ab- 
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8. And truly Moses gave them all these precepts, beins 
such as were ooserved during his own lifeUme. But though 
he Uved now in the wilderness, yet did he make provision 
how they might observe the same laws when they should 
have taken the land of Canaan. He gave them rest to the 
land from ploughing and planting every seventh year, as he 
had prescribed to uiem to rest from working every seventh 
day ; and orderecl, that then what grew of its own accord out 
of the earth should in common belong to all that pleased to 
use it, making no distinction in that respect between their 
own countrymen and foreigners ; and he ordained, that they 
should do the same after seven times seven years, which in 
all are fifty years ; and that fiftieth year is called by the He- 
brews the JtthUee, wherein debtons are freed from their debts, 
and slaves are set at liberty ; which slaves became such, 
though they were of the same stock, by transgressing some 
of those laws whose punishment was not camtal, but they 
ware punished by this method of slavery. This year also 
restores the land to its former possessors in the manner fol- 
lowing. When the Jubilee is come, which name denotes 
Sbertyj he that sold the land, and he that bought it, meet 
together, ipid make an estimate, on one hand, of the fruits 
gathered, and, on the other hand, of the expenses laid out 
upon It. If the fruits gathered come to more than the ex- 
penses laid out, he that sold it takes the land again ; but 
if the expenses prove more than the fruits, the present pos- 
sessor receives of the former owner the difference that was 
wanting, and leaves the land to him ; and if the fruits received 
and the expenses laid out prove equal to one another, the pre- 
sent possessor relinquishes it to the former owners. Moses 
would have the same law obtain as to those houses also 
* which were sold ii^ villages : but he made a different law for 
such as were sold in a city ; for if he that sold it tendered the 
purchaser his money again within a year, he was forced to re- 
store it ; but in case a whole year had intervened, the pur- 
chaser was to enloy what he had bought. Thi^ was the con- 
stitution of the laws which Moses learned of God, when\he 
camp lay under Mount Sinai ; and this he delivered in writ- 
ing to the Hebrews. 

4. Now when this settlement of laws seemed to be well 
over, Moses thought fit at length to take a review of the 
host, as thinking it proper to settle the affairs of war. So he 
charged the heads of the tribes, excepting the tribe of Levi, 
to take an exact account of the number of those that were 

stiiience from it all the while they ministered in the temple, because they then 
always, and then only, wore those sacred garments, which were laid up there 
ftom one time of ministration to another. 
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able to go to war ; for as to the Levites they were holy, and 
free from all such burdens. Now when the people had been 
numbered, there were found six hundred thousand that were 
able to go to war from twenty, to fifty years of age, besides 
three thousand six hundred and fifty. Instead of Levi, Moses 
took Manasseh, the son of Joseph, among the heads of tribes ; 
and Ephraim instead of Joseph. It was, indeed, the desire 
of Jacob himself to Joseph, that he would give him his sons 
to be his own by adoption, as I have before related. 

5. When they set up the tabernacle, they received it into 
the midst of their camp, three of the tribes pitching their 
tents on each side of it, and roads were cut through the 
midst of these tents. It was like a well-appointed market ; 
and every thing was there ready for sale in due order ; and 
all sorts of artificers were in the shops ; and it resembled 
nothing so much as a city that sometimes was moveable, and 
sometimes fixed. The priests had the first places about the 
tabernacle ; then the Levites, who, because their whole mul. 
titude was reckoned from thirty days old, were twenty-three 
thousand eight hundred and eighty males. And during the 
Ome that the cloud stood over the tabernacle, they thought 
proper to stay in the same place, as supporing that God there 
mhabited among them ; but when that removed^ they jour- 
neyed also. 

6. Moreover Moses was the inventor of the form of their 
trumpet, which was made of nlver. Its description is this : 
In lengdi it was little less than a cubit. It was composed of 
a narrow tube, somewhat thicker than a flute, but with so 
much breadth as was sufficient for admission of the breath of 
a man^s mouth ; it ended in the form of a bell, like common 
trumpets. Its sound was called in the Hebrew tongue Jsosra. 
Two of these being made, one of them was sounded when 
they required the multitude to come toother to congrega- 
tions. When the first of them gave a disnal, the heaids qf 
the tribes were to assemble, and consult about the affairs to 
them properly belonging; but when they gave the signal 
by both of them, they called the multitude together. When- 
ever the tabernacle was removed, it was done in this solemn 
order : at the first alarm of the trumpet those whose tents 
were on the east quarter prepared to remove ; when the second 
ttgnal was given, those that were on the south quarter did 
the Uke; in the next place, the tabernacle was taken to 

C'eces, and was carried in the midst of six tribes that went 
sfore and of six that followed, all the Levites assisting 
about the tabernacle ; when the third signal was given, that 
part which had their tents towards the west put themselves 
mto motion ; and at the fourth signal, those on the north did 
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so likewise. They also made use of these trumpets in their 
sacred ministrations, when they were bringing their sacrifice^ 
to the altar, as well on the Sabbaths as on the rest of (he 
[festival] days. And now it was that Moses offered that 
sacrifice which was called the Passover in the wilderness, as 
the first he had offered after the departure out of Egypt. 
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CHAP. XIII. 




Haw Moses renuyoedjrom Mount Sinai, and conducted the 
People to the Borders of the Canaanites. 

8 1. A LITTLE while afterwards he rose up, and went from 
Mount Sinai ; and having passed through several mansions, 
of which we will speak anon, he came to a place called 
Hazerothy where the multitude began again to be mutinous, 
and to blame Moses for the misfortunes they had suffered in 
their travels ; and that when he had persuaded them to leave 
a good land, they at once had lost that land : and instead of 
that happy state he had promised them, they were still wan- 
dering in their present miserable condition, being already 
in want of water ; and if the manna should happen to faii| 
they must then utterly perish. Yet, while they generally 
spalce many and sore things against the man, there was one 
of them who exhorted them not to be unmindful of Moses, 
and of what great pains he had been at about their commoo 
safety ; and not to despair of assistance from God. The 
multitude thereupon became still more unruly, and more 
mutinous against Moses than before. Hereupon Moses, al- 
though he was so basely abused by them, encouraged them 
in thor despairing condition, and promised tliat he would 
procure them a great quanUty of flesh meat, and that not for 
a few days only, but for many days. This they were not 
willing to believe ; and when one of them asked whence he 
could obtain such vast plenty of what he promised ? he re- 
plied, << Neither Grod nor I, although we hear such oppro^ 
tirious words from you, will leave off our labours for you ; 
and this shall soon appear also.^ As soon as ever he bad 
said this, the whole camp was filled with quails, and thej 
stood round about them, and gathered them in great numbers. 
However, it was not long ere God punished the Hebrews for 
their insolence, and those reproaches they had used towards 
him,; -for no small number of them died. And still to this 
daj the place retains the memory of this destruction, and is 
Mtted iibrctkJiataavah^ which is, the graves of lust. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

Haw Moses sent some Persons to search out the Lmvi qf Ae 
CanctaniteSf a/nd the largeness qf their Cities : andjurther^ 
thai when those who were sent were returned^ qfUr Forty 
DaySy and reported that they sJundd not be a match Jor 
ihem^ and extolled the strength qftfie CanaaniteSn the Mul- 
titude were disturbed, andJeU into despair ; and were re- 
solved to stone Moses, and to return back agam into Egjfpt^ 
and serve the Egyptians, 

§ 1. When Moses had led the Hebre¥rs away from thence 
to a place called Par an, which was near to the bbrders of 
the Canaanites, and a place difficult to be continued in, he 
gathered the multitude together to a congregation ; and stand- 
ing in the midst of them he said, << Of the two things that 
Gbd determined to bestow upon us, liberty, and the posdes- 
flion of an happy country, tne one of them ye already al^ 
partakers of, by the gin of Grod, and the other you will 
quickly obtain : for we now have our abode near the borders 
m the Canaanites, and nothing can hinder the acquisition of 
it, when we now at last are faUen upon it : I say, not only no 
king nor city, but neither the whole race of mankind, if they 
were all gathered together, could do it. Let us therefore 
prepare ourselves for the work ; for the Canaanites will not 
resign up their land to us without fighting, but it must be 
wrested from them by ^eat struggles in war. Let us then 
send spies, who may twe a view of the goodness of the land, 
and what strength it is of. But, above all things, let us be 
of one mind, and let us honour Grod, who above all is out 
helper and asnster.^ 

X. When Moses had said thus, the multitude requited him 
with marks of respect, and chose twelve spies, of the most 
eminent men, one out of each tribe, who pasang over all the 
land of Canaan, from the borders of Egypt, came to the 
• city Hamath, and to Mount Lebanon ; and having learned the 
nature of the land, and of its inhabitants, they came home, 
havine spent forty days in the whole work. They also brought 
with Uiem of the fruits which the land bare ; they also showed 
them the excellency of those fruits, and gave an account of 
the ffreat quantity of the good things that land afforded, 
which were moUves to the multitude to go to war. But then 
they terrified them again with the great difficulty there was 
in obtaining it ; that the rivers were so large ana deep, that 
they could not be passed over ; and that the hills were so 
hi^h, that they could not travel along for them ; that the 
dties were strong with walls, and their firm fortifications 
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round about them. They told them also, that they found at 
Hebron the posterity of tne giants. Accordingly, these spiea 
who had seen the land of Canaan, when they perceived that . 
all these difficulties were greater thete tlian they had met vrith 
since they came out of Egypt, they were affrighted at them 
themselves, and endeavoured to affright the multitude also. 

8. So they supposed, from what they had heard, that it 
was impossible to ^t the possession of the country. And 
when the congregation was dissolved, they, their wives, and 
children, continued their lamentation, as if God would not 
indeed assist them, but only promised them fair. They also 
a^n blamed Moses, and made a clamour against him, and 
his brother Aaron the high-priest. Accordingly they passed 
that nieht very ill, and with contumelious language against 
them ; but in the morning they ran to a congregation, intend- 
ing to stone Moses and Aaron, and so to return into Egjrpt. 

4. But of the spies, there were Joshua the son of Nun^ 
of the tribe of Epnraim, and. Caleb, of the tribe of Judah, 
that were afraid of the consequence, and came into the midst 
of them, and stilled the multitude, and desired them to be 
of ffood courage; and neither to condemn God, as having 
told them lies, neither to hearken to those who had affrighted 
them, by telling them what was not true concerning the 
Canaanites, but to those that encouraged .them to hope for 
ffood success ; and that they should gain possession of the 
happiness promised them, because neither the height of moun- 
tains, nor the depth of rivers, could hinder men of true cour- 
age from attempting them, especially while God would take 
care of them beforehand, and be assistant to them. Let us 
then go, said they, against our enemies, and have no suspi- 
cion of ill success, trusting in God to conduct us, and follow- 
ing those that are to be our leaders. Thus did these two 
exhort them, and endeavour to pacify the rage they were in. 
But Moses and Aaron fell on the ground, and besought God, 
not for their own deliverance, but that he would put a stop 
to what the people were unwarily doing, and would bring 
their minds to a quiet temper, which were now disordered by 
their present passion. The cloud also did now appear, and 
stood over the tabernacle, and declared to them the presence 
of Grod to be there. 
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CHAP. XV. 

How Moses was dispUctsed at this ; andjbretoldy that God 
was angry, and that they should continue in the WUdemess 
ybr Forty Years, and not ^ during thai TimCy either return 
into Egypt y or take possession qf Canaan. 

§ 1. Moses came now boldly to the multitude, and inform- 
ed them, that God was moved at their a^use of him, and 
would inflict punishment upon them, not indeed such as they 
jdeferved for their sins, but such as rarents inflict on their 
diildren, in order to their correction : For, he said, that when 
he was in the tabernacle, and was bewailing with tears that 
destruction which was coming upon them, God put him in 
mind what things he had done for them, and what benefits 
their had received from him, and yet how ungrateful they 
haa been to him ; that just now they had been induced by 
the timorousness of the spies to think that their words were 
truer than his OMm promise to them ; and that on this account, 
though he would not indeed destroy them all, nor utterly 
exterminate their nation, which he had honoured mbre than 
any other part of mankind, yet he would not permit them to 
take possession of the land of Canaan, nor enjoy its happi- 
ness, but would make them wander in the wUdemess, and 
live without a fixed habitation, and mthout a city, for forty 
years together, as a punishment for this their transgression ; 
out that he hath promised to give that land to our children, 
and that he would make them the possessors of those good 
things, which, by your ungovemed passions, you have de- 
prived yourselves of. 

S. When Moses had discoursed thus to them, according to 
the direction of God, the multitude grieved, and were in af- 
fliction ; and entreated Moses to procure their reconciliation 
to God, and to permit them no longer to wander in the wiU 
demess, but to bestow cities upon them. But he replied, 
that God would not admit of any such trial ; for that Gt)d was 
not moved to this determination from any human levity or 
cnger, but that he had judiciously condemned them to that 
punishment. Now we are not tx) disbelieve, that Moses, who 
was but a single persbn, pacified so many ten thousands when 
they were in anger, and converted them to a m'ddness of tem- 
per ; for God was with him, and prepared the way to his 
Sersuasions of the multitude ; and as they had often been 
isobedicnt, they were now sensible that such disobedience 
was disadvantageous to them, and that they had still thereby 
fallen into calamities. 

8. But this man was admirable for his virtue, and powerful 
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in making men gite credit to what he delivered, not only 
during the time of his natural life, but even there is still no 
one of the Hebrews, who does not act even now, as if Moses 
were present, and ready to punish him, if he should do any 
thing that is indecent ; nay, there is no one but is obedient 
to what laws he ordained, although they might be concealed 
in their transgressions. There are also many other demon- 
gtntions that his power was more than human ; for still some 
there have been, who have come from the parts beyond £u* 
pbrfttes, a journey of four months, through many dangers, 
and at great expenses, in honour of our temple : and yet, 
when they had offered their oblations, could not partake of 
their own sacrifices, because Moses had forbidden it, by 
aomewtiat in the law, that did not permit them, or somewhat 
that haid befSidlen them, which our ancient customs made in- 
QODSstent therewith : Some of these did not sacrifice at all, 
and others left their sacrifices in an imperfect condition ; nay, 
many were not able, even at first, so much as to enter into the 
temple, but went their wi^ in this state, as preferring a sub- 
niision to the laws of Moses before the fulfilling of their own 
indinatiens, even when they had no fear upon them that any 
body could convict them, but only out of a reverence to theur 
own conscience. Thus this legislation, which appeared to be 
divine, made this man to be esteemed as one superior to his 
own human nature. Nay, farther, a little before the begin- 
niiw of this war, when Claudius was emperor of the Romans, 
and Ismael was our high-priest, and when so great a famine* 
was ocmie upon us, that one-tenth deal [of wheat] was soid 
for four drachmae, and when no less than seventy con of 
flour was brought into the temple at the feast of unleavened 
bread, (these cori are thirty-one Sicilian, but forty-one Athe- 
nian medimni,) not one of the priests were so hardy as to 
cat one crumb of it, even while so ff reat a distress was on the 
land ; and this out of a dread of the law, and of that wrath 
which God retains against acts of wickedness, even when no 
one can accuse the actors. Whence we are not to wonder at 
what was then done, while to this very day the writings left 
by Moses have so great a force, that even those that hate us 
do confess, that he who established this settlement was God, 
and that it was by the means of Moses and of his virtue. 
But as to these matters, let every one take them as he thinks 
fit 

* This great famine, in the dayi of Claudius, is again mentioned in Antiq. B. 
zz, chap, ii, sect. 6, vdL iii, and Acts xi, 28. 
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BOOK IV, 



Omtaining the Interval qf Thirty-Eight Years. 

FBOX THJB RSJBCTION OF THAT QSNBRATION TO THX DXATH OF 

X08B8. 

CHAP. I. 

The Fight of the Hebrews with the CanaaniteSj without the 
Consent ofMoseSj and their Defeat. 

§ 1. Now this life of the Hebrews in the wilderness was so 
disagreeftble and troublesome to them, and they were so unp. 
easy at it, that although God had forbidden them to meddle 
witn the Canaanites, yet could they not be persuaded to be 
obedient to the words of Moses, and to be quiet ; but sup- 
poflinff they should be able to beat their enemies, even wiyi- 
out his approbation, they accused him, and suspected that he 
made it his bunness to keep them in a distressed condition, 
that they might always stand in need of his assistance. Ac- 
oordin^ly, tliey resolved to fight with the Canaanites, and 
aaid, thi^ Crod gave them his asustanoe, not out of regard to 
Moseses intercessions, but because he took care of their en- 
tire nation, on account of their forefathers, whose affairs he 
took under his own conduct ; as also, that it was on account 
of their own virtue that he had formerly procured them their 
liberty, and would be assisting to them, now they were will- 
ing to take pains for it. They also sud, that they were of 
themselves of abilities sufficient for the conquest of their 
enemies, although Moses should have a mind to alienate God 
from them : That, however, it was for their advantage to be 
their own masters, and not so far to rejoice in their deliver- 
ance from the indignities they endured under the Egyptians 
as to bear the tyranny of Moses over them, and to suffer them- 
aelves to be deluded, and live according to his pleasure, as 
though God did only foretel what concerns us out of his kind- 
ness to him, as if they were not all the posterity of Abraham, 
that Gtxl made him alone the author of all the knowledge 
we have, and wc must still learn it from him : That it would 
be a piece of prudence to oppose his arrogant pretences, and 
to put their confidence in God, and to resolve to take pos- 
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gcBsion of that land which he had promised them, and ndt to 
pve ear to him, who, on tliis account, and under the pretence 
of Divine authority, forbade them so to do. Considering, 
therefore, the distressed state they were in at present, and that, 
in those desert places, they were sull to expect things would 
be worse with them, they resolved to fight with the Canaanites, 
as submitting only to 6od, their supreme commander, and 
not waiting for any assistance from their legislator. 

S. When, therefore, they had come to this resolution, as 
being best for them, they went against their enemies ; but 
those enemies were not dismayed either at the attack itself, 
or at the great multitude that made it, and received them with 
great courage. Many of the Hebrews were slain ; and the re- 
mainder of the army, upon the disorder of their troops, were 
pursued, and fled, after a shameful manner, to their camp. 
Whereupon this unexpected misfortune made them quite des- 
pond ; and they hoped for nothing that was good ; as gathering 
trom it, that this affliction came from the wrath of Grod, be- 
cause they rashly went out to war without his approbation. 

8. But when Moses saw how deeply they were affected with 
defeat, and being afraid lest the enanies should grow 
insolent upon this victory, and should be deurous of gaining 
alBl greater glory, and should attack them, resolved that it 
was proper to withdraw the army into the wilderness to a £tr- 
ther distance from the Canaanites : so the multitude gave than* 
adves up again to his conduct, for they were sensible, that' 
without nis care for them their affairs could not be in a good 
condition ; find he caused the host to remove, and he went 
fiirther into the wilderness, as intending there to let them 
rest, and not to permit them to flght the Canaanites before God 
should afford them a more favourable opportunity. 



CHAP. II. 

7%e Sedition of Corah, and of the MuUUude, agaimt Mase^, 
and against his BrotJier, concerning the Priesthood. 

§ 1. That which is usually the case of great armies, and 
eqiecialljr upon ill success, to be hard to be pleased and go- 
verned with difficulty, did now befal the Jews, for they being 
in number six hundred thousand, and by reason of their 
l^at multitude not readily subject to their governors, even 
in prosperity, they at this time were more than usually angry, 
both against one another and against their leader, because 
of the distress they were in and the calamities they then en- 
dured. Such a sedition overtook them, as we have not the 
like example either among the Greeks or the Barbarians, by 
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vliifih th^ were in danger of being all destroyed, but were 
loCwitbstandhig saved by Moses, who would not remember 
lua he had been almost stoned te death by them. Nor did 
3od.ne{^ect to prevent their ruin; but, notwithstanding the 
iidigDities they had olSered their legislator and the laws, and 
bar disobedience to the commandments which he had sent 
hem by Moses^ he delivered them fromi those terrible cala- 
oities, which, without his providential care, had been brought 
naoa them by this sedition. So I will first explain the cause 
rmnoe this sedition arose^ and then will give an account of 
hm aedition itself ; as also of what settlements Moses made 
ior-their government, after it was over. 
.£, Corah^ an Hebrew of principal account, both by his fa- 

S' and by his wealth, one that was also able to speak well, 
one that could easily persuade the people by his speeches, 
aiir that Moses was in an exceeding great dignity, and was 
at it, and ^vied him on that account, (lie was of the 
tribe with MoseSy and of Idn to him,) was particularly 
prieved, because he thought he better deserved that honour- 
tUe post on aecount of his great riches, and not inferior to 
dniin his birth. So he raised a clamour against him among 
he Levites^ who were of the same tribe, and especially 
mums his kindred, saying, *^ That it was a very sad thing 
hat tney should overlook Moses, while he hunted after, and 
i0ved the way to glory for himself, and by ill arts should 
iblain it, under the pretence of Grod^s command, while, con- 
mryto the laws, he had given the priesthood to Aaron, not 
ij the common suffrage of the multitude, but by his own 
'ote| as bestowing dignities in a tyrannical way on whom he 
ikaaefL He added, that this concealed way of imposing on 
hem was harder to be borne than.if it had been done by an 
pen force upon them^ because he did now not only take 
iway their power without their consent, but even while they 
rcfe unapprized of his contrivances against them ; for who- 
oever is conscious to himself that he deserves any dignity, 
ims to get it by persuasibn, and not by an arrogant method 
f violence; but those that believe it impossible to obtain 
hoee honours justly, they make a show of goodness, and do 
0t introduce force, but by cunning tricks grow wickedlv 
oweifui : That it was proper for me multitude to punish 
ndi men, even while they think themselves concealed in their 
leaigns, and not suffer them to gain strength, till they have 
hem for their open enemies. For what account, added he, 
I Moses able to give why he has bestowed the priesthood on 
iaaton and his sons ? for if Gx)d had determined to bestow 
liat honour on one of the tribe of Levi, I am more worthy 
f it than he is, I myself being equal to Moses by my family, 

VOL. I. M 
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and superior to him both in riches and in i^: but if God 
had determined to bestow it on the ddest tribe, that of 
Reubei might have it roost justly; and then Dalhan and 
Abiram, and [On the son of] Peleih, would have it, for these 
axe the oldest men of that tribe, and potait on aoeoiunt of 
their great wealth also.^ 

S. Now Corah, when he said this, had a mind to appear to 
take care of the public welfure, but in reality he was endttu 
Touring to procure to have that dignity transferred by the 
multitude to himself. Thus did he, out of a mafignrnt de- 
ngn, but with plausible words, discourse to those of his own 
tnbe ; and when these words did gradually spread to more of 
the people, and when the hearers still added to what tended 
to tne scandals *tliat were cast upon Aaron, the whole army 
was full of them. Now of those that conspired with Corah, 
there were two hundred and fifty, and those of the principal 
men also, who were eager to have the priesthood taken away 
from Moseses brother, and to bring him into disgrace : nay, 
the multitude themselves were provoked to be seditioua, and 
attempted to stone Moses ; and gathered themselves toj^ether 
after an indecent manner, with confusion and disorder. And 
now they all were, in a tumultuous manner, raising adamoor 
before tne tabernacle of God, to prosecute the tyrant, and to 
relieve the multitude from thdr slavery under him, who, 
under colour of the divine conunands, laid violent injunctioBB 
upon them ; for that had it been God, who chose one that 
was to perform the office of a priest, he would have ndaid 
a worthy person to that dignity, and would not have mou 
duced sucn an one as was i^erior to many others, nor have 
given him that office ; and that in case he had judged it fit 
to bestow it on Aaron, he would have permitted it to the 
multitude to bestow it, and not have left it to be bestowed 
' by his own brother. 

4. Now, although Moses had a great while ago foreseen 
this calumny of Corah% and had seen that the people were 
irritated, yet was he not affrighted at it ; but being of good 
courage, because he had given them right advice about their 
affisurs, and knowing that his brother had been made partaker 
of the priesthood at the command of God, and not by his 
own favour to him, he came to the assembly ; and, as m the 
multitude, he said not a word to them, but spake as loud to 
Corah as he could ; and being very skilful in making speeches, 
and having this natural talent among others, that be could 

Satly move the multitude with his mscourses, he said, << O 
rah, both thou, and all these with thee, (pointing to the 
two hundred and fifty men,) seem to be worthy of thb ho- 
nour : nor do I pretend but that this whcde company may be 
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worthy of the like dignity, although they may not be so rich, 
or 8D great as you are : nor have I taken and given this office 
to my brother, because he excelled others in nches, for thou 
ezoeedest us both in the ffreatness of thy wealth ;* nor indeed 
becauw he was of an eminent family ; for God, by giving us 
tke same common ancestor, has made our families equal : nay, 
nor was it out of brotherly affection, which another might yet 
hive justly done; for certainly, unless I had bestowed this 
honour out of regard to God and to his laws, I had not pass- 
ed by myself, and given it to another, as being nearer of kin 
to myself than to my brother, and having a closer intimacy 
with myself than I have with him ; for surely it would not 
be a wise thing for me to expose myself to the dangers of of- 
fending, and to bestow the happy employment on this ac- 
count upon another. But I am aoove such base practices : 
nor would Grod have overlooked this matter, and seem him- 
aelf thus despised, nor would he have suffered you to be ig- 
norant of what you were to do, in order to please him ; but 
he hath himself chosen one that is to perform that sacred of- 
fice to him, and thereby freed us from that care. So that it 
was not a ihing that I pretend to give, but only according to 
the determination of God. I, therefore, propose it still to be 
coqtended for by such as please to put in for it, only desiriw, 
that he who has been already preferred, and has already ob- 
tamed it, may be allowed now also to ofier himself for a can- 
didate. He prefers your peace, and your living without se- 
dition, to this honourable employment, althou^ in truth it 
was with your approbation that ne obtEdned it ; for though 
God were the donor, yet do we not offend when we think fit 
to accept of it with your good will ; yet would it have been 
an instance of impiety not to have taken that honourable 
employment when he offered it ; nay, it had been exceeding 
unreasonable, when Grod had thought fit any one should have 
it for all time to come, and had made it secure and firm to 
him, to have refused it. However, he himself will judge 
again who it shall be whom he would have to offer sacrifices 
to him, and to have the direction of matters of religion ; for it 
is absurd that Corah, who is ambitious of this honour, should 
deprive God of the power of giving it to whom he pleases. 
Put an end, therefore, to your sedition and disturbance on 
this account ; and to-morrow morning do every one of you 
that desire the priesthood bring a censer from home, and 
come hither with incense and fire : and do thou, O Corah, 
leave the judgment to Grod, and await to see on which ride 

* Rdand here takes notice, that although our Bibles say Uttle or nothing of 
these riches of Corah, yet that hoOi the Jews and Mahommedans, m well as Jo- 
•^hna, axe ^U of it 

m2 
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be will give his determination upon this occasion ; but do not 
thou make thyself greater than Gk)d. Do thou a]so come, 
diat this contest about this honourable employment maj re» 
ceive determination. And I suppose we may admit Aaron, 
without offence, to offer himself to this scrutmy, since he ia 
of the same lineage with thyself, and has done nothing in hia 
priesthood that can be liable to exception. Come ye, there- 
fore, together, and offer your incense in public before all the 
peoj^e ; and when you offer it, he whose sacrifice God shall 
accept shall be ordained to the priesthood, and shall be dear 
of tne present calumny on Aaron, as if I had granted him 
that favour because he was my brother.^ 
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CHAP. III. 



Sow ffiose thai stirred up this Sedition were destroyedj ac* 
cordififf to the WiU of (Sod ; cmd how AaroUy Moseis Bro- 
ther j both he and his Posterity j retained the Priesthood. 

§ 1. When Moses had said this, the multitude left off the 
turbulent behaviour they had indulged, and the suspicioD 
they had of Moses, and commended what he said ; for those 
proposals were good, and w^ere so esteemed of the peopie. 
At that time, therefore, they dissolved the assembly. But 
on the next day they came to the congregation in oroer to be 

rSent at the sacrifice, and at the determination that was to 
made between the candidates for the priesthood. Now 
this congr^ation proved a turbulent one, and the multitude 
were in great suspense in expectation of what was to be 
done ; for some of them woula have been pleased if Moset 
had been convicted of evil practices, but the wiser sort de- 
sired that they miffht be dehvered from the present disorder 
and disturbance : for they, were afraid, that if this sedilioD 
went on, the good order of their settlement would rather be 
destroyed : but the whole body of the people do naturally die- 
light in clamours against their governors, and by changing 
their opinions upon the harangues of every speaker, disturb 
the public tranquillity^ And now Moses sent messengers for 
Abiram and Dathan, and ordered them to come to the as- 
sembly, and wait there for the holy offices that were to be 
performed. But they answered the messenger, that they 
would not obey his summons; nay, would not overloolc 
Moseses behaviour, who was growing too great for them by 
evil practices. Now when Moses heard of this their answer, 
he aesired the heads of the people to follow him, and he 
went to the faction of Dathan, not thinking it any frightful 
thing at all to go to these insolent people; so they made no 
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o{^)08ition, but went along with him. But Datban and his 
associates, when they understood that Moses and the prin- 
cipal of the people were coming to them, they came out with 
their wives and children, and stood before their tents, and 
looked to see what Moses would do. They had also their 
• servants about them to defend themselves, in case, Moses 
shpuld use force against them. 

8. But he came near, and lifted up his hands to heaven, 
and cried out with a loud voce, in oraer to be heard by the 
whole multitude ; and said, <^ O Lord of the creatures that 
are in the heaven, in the earth, and in the sea ; for thou art 
the most authentic witness to what I have done, that it has 
all been done by thy appointnfent, and that it was thou that 
affordest us assistance when we attempted any thing, and 
ahowedst mercy on the Hebrews in all their distresses, do 
thou come now, and hear all that I say ; for no action, nor 
thought, escapes thy knowledge ; so that thou wilt not dis- 
dain to speak what is true, for my vindication, without any 
regard to the ungrateful imputations of these men. As for 
wnat was done before I was oom, thou kuowest best, as not 
learning them by report, but seeing them, and being present 
with them when they were done ; but for what has been done 
of late, and which these men« although they know them well 
enough, unjustly pretend to suspect, be thou my witness. 
When I lived a private quiet life, I left those ffciod things, 
which by my own diligence, and by thy counsel, I enjoyed 
with Kaguel my father-in-law, and I gave myself up to this 
pecqple, and underwent many miseries on their account. I 
also bore great labours, i^t first, in order to obtain libeity for 
tbem, and now in order to their preservation ; and have al- 
ways showed myself ready to assist them in every distress of 
theffs. Now, therefore, since I am suspected by those very 
men whose being is owing to my labours, come thou, as it is 
reaaonable to hope thou wilt : tnou, I say, who showedst mc 
that fire at Mount Siniu, and madest me to hear its voice, and 
to see the several wonders which that place afforded me : 
tbou who commandest me to go to Egypt, and declare thy 
will to this people : thou who disturbedst the happy estate 
of the Egyptians, and gavest us the opportunity of fiying 
away from our slavery under them, and madest tKe dominion 
of Pharaoh inferior to my dominion : thou who didst make 
the sea dry land for us, when we knew not whither to go, and 
didst overwhelm the Egyptians with those destructive waves 
which had been divided for us : thou who didst bestow upon 
us the security of weapons when we were naked : thou who 
didst make the fountains that were corrupted to flow so as to 
be fit for dirinkingt and didst furnish us with water that camo 
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out of the rocks, when Mre were in the sreatest want of it : 
thou who didst preserve our Uves with [quails,] whidi was 
fi)od from the sea, when the fruits of the ground failed OH: 
thou who didst send us such food from heaven, as had never 
been seen before : thoii wliodidBt suggest to us the knowlec^e 
of thy laws, and appoint us a form of government : come thou, 
I say, O Lord of the whole world, and that as such a judge 
and a witness to me as cannot be bribed, and show how I 
have never admitted of any gift against justice from any of 
the Hebrews ; and have never condemned a poor man that 
ou^ht to have been acquitted, on account of one that was 
lien ; and have never attempted to hurt this commonwealdl. 
I am now here present, and am suspected of a thing the 
remotest from my intentions, as if I had given the priesthood 
to Aaron, not at thy command, but out of my own favour to 
him, do thou at this time demonstrate, that all things wte 
administered by thy providence, and that nothing happens hy 
chance, but is governed by thy will, and thereby attains its 
end : as also demonstrate, that thou takest care of those that 
have done good to the Hebrews ; demonstrate this, I say, hy 
the punishment of Abiram and Dathan, who condemn thee 
as an insensible being, and one overcome by my contrivances. 
This wilt thou do by inflicting such an open punishment on 
these men, who so madly fly in the face of thy glory, as will 
take them oHi of the world, not in an ordinary manner, but so 
that it may appear they do not die after the manner of odier 
men ; let that ground on which they tread upon open about 
them, and consume them with their families and goods. Tlus 
will be a demonstration of thy power to all men ; and this 
method of their sufferings will be an instruction of wisdom 
for those that entertain profane sentiments of thee. By tbn 
means I shall be found a good servant, in the precepts thou 
hast ^ven by me. But if the calumnies they have raised 
against me be true, mayst thou preserve these men fitun 
every evil accident, and bring all that destruction on me 
which I have imprecated upon them. And when thou hast 
inflicted punishment on those that have endeavoured to deal 
unjustly with this people, bestow upon them concord and 
peace. Save this multitude that follow thy commandments, 
and preserve them free from harm, and let them not par- 
take of the punishment of those that have sinned ; for ttiou 
knowest thyself, it is not just that, for the wickedness of 
those men, the whole body of the Israelites should suffer 
punishment.'' 

3. When Moses had said this, with tears in his cyos, the 
ground was moved on a sudden ; and the agitation that set it 
in motion was like that which the vrind produces in waves of 
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fae sea. The people were all affrighted ; and the ground 
liat was about tneir tents sunk down, at the great noise, that 
wriUe sound, and carried whatsoever was dear to the sedi- 
ious into itself, who so entirely perished, that there was not 
he lieast appearance that an^ men had ever been seen there, 
he earth that had opened itself about them closing again, 
tad becoming entire as it was before, insomuch that such as 
AW it afterward did not perceive that any such accident had 
lappened to it. Thus cbd these men perish, and become a 
Iraonstration of the power of God. And truly, any one 
iTDuld lament them, not only on account of this calamity that 
lefell them, which yet deserves our commiseration, but also 
lecause their kindred were pleased with their sufferings ; for 
hey forgot the relation they bare to them, and at the sight of 
his sad accident approved of the judgment given against 
hem ; and because they looked upon the peome about Da-, 
han as pestilent men, they thougnt they perished as such, 
lod did not grieve for them. 

4i And now Moses called for those tliat contended about 
be priesthood, that trial might be made who should be 
viest, and that he whose sacrifice Grod was best pleased 
rith might be ordained to that function. There attended 
vo hundred and fifty men, who indeed were honoured by the 
KOfde, not only on account of the power of their ancestors, 
ml also on account of their own, in which they, excelled the 
Hhen :. Aaron also and Corah came forth, and they all offer, 
id incense, in those censers of theirs which they brought with 
htm, before the tabernacle. Hereupon so great a fire shone 
mt as no one ever saw in any that is made by the hand of 
DflDf neither in those eruptions out of the earth that are 
Sttiaed by subterraneous burnings, nor in such fires as arise 
if their own accord in the woods, when the agitation is caused 
yjr the trees rubbing one against another ; but this fire was 
wy bright, and had a terrible flame, such as is kindled at the 
sommand of God ; by whose irruption on them all the com. 
Nuiy, and Corah himself, were destroyed,* and this so en- 
irdy, that their very bodies left no remains behind them, 
^ron alone was preserved, and. not at all hurt by the fire, 
Mcause it was God that sent the fire to bum those only who 
vugfat to be burned. Hereupon Moses, after these men were 
lestroyed, was desirous that the memory of this judgment 
night be delivered down to posterity, and that future ages 

* It appean heie, and from the Samaritan Pentateuch, and, m effect, ftom 
he Psalmut, as also from the Apostolical Constitutions, from Clement^s first qpis- 
le to the Corinthians, from I^natius's epistle to the Bfagnesians, and from 
Siuebius, that Coralt was not swallowed up with the Rcubcnites, but bumed 
rith the Levitcs of lua own tribe. See Essay on the Old Teitamoot, p. 64, 65. 
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might be acquainted with it ; and so he cammanded EleaiEar, 
the son of Aaron, to put their censers near the brasen altar, 
that they migfat be a memorial to posterity of what these men 
sufiered for supposing that the power of God might be 
duded. And thus Aaron was now no longer esteemed to 
have the priesthood by the favour of Moses, but by the pub- 
lie judgment of Grod : and thus he and his diiid)ren peaoohly 
enjoyed that honoiu* afterwards. 
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CHAP. IV. 



What happened to the Hebrews during Thirty-eight Years 

in the Wilderness. 

LI. HowEYEB, this sedition was so far from ceanng upon 
8 destruction, that it ffrew much stranger and became 
more intolerable. And the occasion of its growing worse 
was of that nature as made it Ukely the c^ami^ would 
never cease, but last for a long time : for the men, believing 
already that nothing is done without the providence of Goo, 
would have it that Uiese things came thus to pass not without 
Giod^s favour to Moses ; they, therefore, laid the blame upon 
him, that God was so angry, and that this happened not so 
mudi because of the wickedness of those that were punished, 
as because Moses procured the punishment ; and that these 
men had been destroyed without any sin of theirs, only be- 
cause they were zealous about the divine worship ; as also^ 
that he who had been the cause of this diminution of the 
people, by destroying so many men, and those the most ex- 
oellent of them all, besides his escaping any punishment him- 
self^ had now given die priesthood to his brother so firmly, 
that nobody could any longer dispute it with him ; for no one 
else, to be sure, could now put in for it, since he must have 
seen those that first did so to have miserably perished. Nay, 
besides this, the kindred of those that were destroyed made 

Seat entreaties to the multitude to abate the arrogance of 
OSes, because it would be safest for them so to da 
8. Now Moses, upon his hearing for a good while that the 
people were tumultuous, was afraid that they would attempt 
some other innovation, and that some great and sad calamity 
woidd be the consequence, he called the multitude to a con- 
negation, and patiently heard what apology they made for 
themselves, without opposing them, and this lest he should 
imbitter the multitude: he only desired the heads of the 
tnbes to bring their rods,* with the names of their tribes in- 

' _ * fi»pg">togthcietirdvexpdsofihetwdYetribwof IcacUgeeSt Clemeiit*« 
#"»"> > nwMfalMgg Oad that in ou BiUei, 1 Epist §45, ai ib JoBoliut^ 
-■■■''^ >cooiiiit m loiiM mmnre lavgs flM. 
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cdbed upon them, and that he should receive the priesthood 
■ whose rod Grod should give a si^ This was agreed ta 
lo the rest brought their rods, as did Aaron also, who had 
fritten the tribe of Levi on his rod. These rods Moses lud 
ip in the tabernacle of God. On the next day he brought 
Nit the rods, which were known from one another by those 
pfao brought them, they having distinctly noted them, as bad 
he nmltitude also; and. as to the rest, in the same form Moses 
lad received them in that they saw them still, but they also 
mm buds and branches grown out of Aaron^s rod, with ripe 
traits upon them ; they were almonds, the rod having been 
ut out of that tree. The people were so amazed at this 
itnmge nght, that though Moses and Aaron were before 
mder some degree of hatred, they now laid that hatred aside, 
nd bq;an to admire the jud^ent of God concerning them ; 
n that hereafter they applauded what God had decreed, and 
Mrmitted Aaron to enjo^r the priesthood peaceably. And 
Snis Ciod ordained him priest three several times ; and he re- 
tained that honour without farther disturbance. And here- 
by this sedition of the Hebrews, which had been a great one, 
md had lasted a great while, was at last composed. 

8. And now Moses, because the tribe of Levi was made 
bee from war and warUke expeditions, and was set apart for 
tilt divine worship, lest they diould want and seek after the 
necessaries of life, and so neglect the temple, commanded 
the Hebrews, according to the will of Grod, that when they 
diould cain the possession of the land of Canaan, they should 
■nign forty-eight good and fiur cities to the Levites; and 
permit them to enjoy their suburbs, as far as the limit of two 
thousand cubits would extend from the walls of the city. 
And, besides this, he mpointed that the people diould pay 
the tithe of their annual firuits of the earth, Iboth to the JLe- 
ntes and to the priests. And this is what that tribe receives 
of the multitude ; but I think it necessary to set down what 
it paid by all peculiarly to the priests. 

4i Accordingly, he commanaed the Levites to yield up to 
the priests thirteen of their forty-eight cities, and to set apart 
fiir them the tenth part of the tithes which they every year 
TCoeive of the people ; as also, that it was but just to offer 
to God the first fruits of the entire product of the ground ; 
and that they should offer the first-born of those four-footed 
beasts that are appointed for sacrifices, if it be a male, to the 
priests, to be slain, that they and their entire families may 
eat them in the holy city ; but that the owners of those first- 
bom which are not appointed for sacrifices in the laws of 
our country, should bring a shekel and a half in their stead ; 
but for the first-bom of a man, five shekels: that they should 
a}so have the first fruits out of the shearing of the sheep; and 
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that when any baked breacUcora, and made loayei of it^ thej 
should give iKimewhat of what they had baked to them. 
Moreover, when any have made a sacred tow, I mean thoie 
Uiat are called Ncaarites^ that suffer their hair to grow long, 
and use no wine, when they consecrate their hair,* and offer 
it finr a sacrifice, they are to allot that hair for the priests [to 
be thrown into the nre.] Such also as dedicate themsdves 
io God, as a corban, which denotes what the Greeks call a 
g^j when they are desirous of being freed fit>m that xnini- 
stration, are to lay down money for the priests ; thirty shekels 
if it be a woman, and fifty if it be a man ; but if any be too 
poor to pay the appo'mted sum, it shall be lawful for the 
priests to determine that sum as they think fit. And if any 
slay beasts at home for a private festival, but not for a reli- 
gious one, they are obliged to bring the maw, and the diedc 
[or breast,] and the right shoulder of the sacrifice, to the 
priests. With these Moses contrived that the priests should 
be plentifully maintained, besides what they haa out of those 
offinings for sins, which the people gave them, as I have set 
it down in the foregoing book. He also ordered, that 'out 
of every thing allcted for the priests, their servants, [their 
ados,] their daughters, and their wiv^ should parCake, as well 
•a themselves, excepting what came to them out of the sacri* 
fices that were offered for mns ; for of those none but the 
males of the family of the priests might eat, and this in the 
temple also, and tnat the same day they were offered* 

5. When Moses Had made these constitutions, after the 
aediticHi was over, he removed, together with the whok 
army, and came to the borders of Idumea. He then sent 
ambassadors to the king of the Idumeans, and desired him 
to give him a passage through his country, and agreed to 
aend him what hostages he should desire, to secure lum from 
any injury. He desired him also, that be would allow his 
army lib^y to buy provisions; and, if he insisted upon it, 
he would pay down a price for the very water they should 
dbink. But the king was not pleased with this embasaage 
from Moses : nor did he allow a passage for the army, Imt 
brought his people armed to meet Moses, and to hinder 
them, in case they should endeavour to force their passage. 
Upon which Moses consulted God by the oracle, who would 
not have him begin the war first ; and so he withdrew his 
forces, and travelled round about through the wilderness. 

6. Then it was that Miriam, the sister of Moses, came 
to her end, having completed her fortieth year-f* since she 

* GioCius on Numb. ▼!, 16, takes notice, that the Oieeks also, as well as tiie 
JcvB, loinetimes coniccratcd the hair of their heads to the gods. 

f Joeephua hese uses thu phrase, relun thcjbrtitih year wat compleUd^ for 
when it was begun ; as docs St. Luke, when the day of Pcntecott xtas compkUd^ 

A ' - •• t 
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left Egypt, on the first day of the lunar month* Xanthicus. 
They then make a public luneral for her, at a great expense. 
She was buried upon n certain mountain, which they call 
Sin; and when they had mourned for her diirty days, Moses 
purified the people after this manner.— He brought an heifer, 
that had never been used to the plough or to husbandry, that 
was complete in all its parts, and entirely of a red colour, at 
a Kitle distance from the camp, into a place perfectly clean. 
This heifer was slain by the high priest, add her blood 
■prinkled with his finger seven times before the tabernacle 
Of God : after this, the entire heifer was burned in that state, 
together with its skin and entrails, and they threw cedar 
wood, and hyssop, and scarlet wool, into the midst of the 
fire ; then a clean man gathered all her ashes together, and 
laid them in a place perfectly clean. When, therefore, any 
persons were defiled by a dead body, they put a little of 
these ashes into spring water, with hyssop, and dipping part 
of these ashes in it, they sprinkled them with it, both on the 
third day and on the seventh, and after that they were clean. 
This he enjoined them to do also when the tribes should 
come into their own land. 

7. Now when this purification, which their leader made 
upon the mourning for his sister, as it has been now de- 
scribed, was over, ne caused the army to remove and to 
inarch through the wilderness and through Arabia. And 
when he came to a place which the Arabians esteem their 
netrc^lis, which was formerly called Arce^ but has now 
the name of Petrc^ at this place, which was encompassed 
with high mountains, Aaron went up one of them, m the 
aight of the whole army, Moses having before told him that 
lie was to di&, for this place was over against them. He put 
off nis pontifical garments, and delivered them to Eleazar, 
his son, to whom the high priesthood belonged, because he 
was the elder brother, and died while the multitude looked 
upon him. He died in the same year wherein he lost his 
■ster, having lived in all an hundred twenty and three years. 
He died on the first day of that lunar month which is called 
hy the Athenians Hecaiombceon^ by the Macedonians Lous, 
but by the Hebrews Abba. 

* Whether Miriam died, as JoeephuB*s Greek copies imply, on ihejirtt day of 
die montfa, may be doubted ; because the Latin copies say it was on the tenthy 
and so say the Jewish calendars also, as Dr. Bernard assures ns. It is said her 
s^ulchre is still extant near Petra, the old capital city of Arabia Petrxa, at this 
day ; as also that of Aaron, not far off. 
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CHAP. V. 

How Moses conquered Sihon and Off 9 Kings of the Jma^ 
fiies, and destroyed their whole Army^ and then divided 
iheir Land by lotto two Tribes and an Half of the He^ 
brew^ 

LI. The people mourned for Aaron thirty days ; and when 
8 mourning was over, Moses removed the army firpm that 
plaoe, and came to the river Am<m, which issuing out of the 
aountains of Aralna, and running through all that wilder- 
ness, fell into the lake of Asphaltids, ana became the limit 
between the land of the Moabites and the land of the Amo- 
rites. This land is fruitful, and sufficient to maintain a great 
number of men with the good things it produces. Moses, 
tfaerefpre, sent messengers to Sihon, the king of this country, 
desiring that he would grant liis army a passage, upon whAt 
security he should please to require: he promised that he 
should be no way injured, neither as to that country which 
Sibon govaned, nor as to its inhabitants ; and that he would 
buy his provi»ons at such a price as should be to their ad- 
vmti^e, even though he should desire to sell them their very 
water. But Sihon refused his offer, and put his army inta 
batde array, and was preparing every thing in order to bin- 
dtr their passing over Arnon. 

S. When Moses saw that the Amorite king was disposed 
to enter upon hostilities with them, he thought he ought not 
to bear that insult ; and determining to wean the Hebrews 
fkom their indolent temper, and prevent the disorders which 
arose thence, which had been the occa^on of their former 
sedition, (nor, indeed, were they now thoroughly easy in their 
minds,) he inquired of God, whether he would give him 
leave to fight ? which when he had done^ and God also pro- 
mised him the victory, he was himself very courageous, and 
ready to proceed to fighting. Accordingly, he encouraged 
the soldiers ; and he desired of them that they would take 
the pleasure of fighting, now God gave them leave so to do. 
They then, upon the receipt of this commission, which they 
so much longed for, put on their whole armour, and set 
about the work without delay. But the Amorite king was 
not now like to himself when the Hebrews were ready to 
attack him ; but both he himself was affrighted at the He. 
birews, and his army, which before had showed themselves to 
be of good courage, were then found to be timorous: so 
they could not sustain the first onset, nor bear up against 
the Hebrews, but fled ^ay, as thinking this would afford 
them a more likely way lor their escaping than fighting ; for 
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they depended upon their cities, which were strong, from 
which yet they reaped no advantue when they were forced 
to fly to them ; for as soon as the Hebrews saw them giving 
ground, they immediately pursued them close; and when 
Wtey had broken their ranks, they gready terrified them, and 
•ome of them broke ofi^ fitHU the rest, and ran away to the 
cities. Now the Hebrews pursued them briskly, and ob. 
•tinately persevered in the labours they had already under. 
ffone; and bdng very skilful in slinging, and very aexterous 
m throwing of cbuts, or any thing ebe of that kind, and also 
having on nothing but light iM^mour, which made them quick 
in the pursuit, they overtook their enemies ; and for those 
that were most remote, and could not be overtaken, they 
reached them by their slings and their bows, so that many 
were slain'; and those that escaped the slaughter were sorely 
wounded, and these were more distressed with thirst than 
with any of those that fought against them ; for it was the 
summer season, and when the greatest number of them were 
brought down to the river, out of a desire to drink : as also, 
when others fled away by troops, the Hebrews came round 
tiiem, and shot at them ; so that, what with darts and what 
with arrows, they made a slaughter of them all. Sihon also 
their king was slain. So the Hebrews spoiled the dead 
bodies, and took their prey. The land also which they took 
was full of abundance of fruits, and the army went ail oyer 
it without fear, and fed their cattle upon it, and they took 
the enemies prisoners ; for they could no way make a stop 
to them, since all the fighting men were destroyed. Such 
was the destruction which overtook the Amorites, who were 
nather sagacious in counsel nor courageous in action. Here- 
upon the Hebrews took possession of their land, which is a 
country situate between three rivers, and naturally resembling 
an island, the river Amon being its southern limit ; the river 
Jabbok determining its ncnthem ade, whicli running into 
Jordan loses its own name, and takes the other, while Jordan 
itself runs along by it, on its western coast 

S. When matters were come to this state, Og, the king of 
Gilead and Gaulanitis, fell upon the Israelites. He brought 
an army with him, and came in haste to the assistance of his 
friend Sihon. But though he found him already slain, yet 
did he resolve still to come and fight the Hebrews, sup- 
^ posing he should be too hard for them, and being desirous 
to try their valour ; but, failing of his hope, he was both 
himself slain in the battle, and all his army vfan destroyed. 
So Moses passed over the river Jabbok, and overran the 
kingdom or Og. He overthrew their cities, and slew all 
their inhabitants, who yet exceeded in riches all the men in 
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dul part et the conbiieiit, on account of the g^odneas et 
the soil, and the ereat quantity of his wealth. Nov Og 
bad verj few equals, either in the largeness of his body or 
hrndstHOeneBs of his appearance. He was also a man of 
gent activity in the use of his bands, so that bis actions were 
not uaequal to the vast largeness and iuuidsoine appearance 
«f his body. And men could easily guess at his straiMh 
sod magtutude, when th^ took his bed at Rabbath, ime 
nryal city of the Ammomtes ; its structure was of iron, its 
bnadth four cubits, and iu leneth a cubit more than double 
tbereta However, his fall did not only improve the or. 
comstances of the Hebrews for the present, but by bis death 
he was the occaaon of farther good §nccesB to them ; for 
they presently took those sixty cities which were encotn- 
paased with excellent walls, and had been subject to him, 
and all got, both in general and in particular, a great prey. 



Concermng Saiaam the Prophet, and what Xind of Man 
he loas. 

§ 1. Now Moses, when he had brought his army to Jordan, 
ptdied his camp in the great plain over against Jericha 
This city is a very happy situation, and very fit for produ- 
cing palm-trees and balsam. And now the Israelites began 
to be very proud of themselves, and were very eager for 
fighting. Moses then, after he had offered for a few dava 
sacrifices of thanksgiving to God, and feasted the people, 
■ent a party of armed men to lay waste the country of the 
Midianites, and to take their cities. Now the occasion which 
he took for making war upon them was this that follows. 

%. When Balak, the king of the Mofibites, who had from 
his aoceetors a friendship and league with the Midianites, 
saw how great the Israelites were grown, he was much 
aifnghted on account of his own and bis kingdom's danger ; 
for he was not acqutunted with this, that the Hebrews 
would not meddle with any other country,* but were to be 
contented with the possession of the land of Canaan, God 
having forbidden them to go any farther. So he, with mine 

* What JoBCpliui here remuki ii well worth our rcniarlc in this place also, 
*h. Oat the lanelitEi utie cevci la nudille with the Motbius, i ' 



or any inlier people but ihau belonging to the land of CinuQ, and the a. 

.of 8ihoii ud Og be70Dd Jordan, as ftii' ■* the desert and Eaphntee ; and that, 
therdbti:. DO other people had reaxm to fear the cooquoiti of the Iiraelilei ; bnt 
that llicnir EOunbries, giTBi them b; Qod, were thdr proper and pcruliai 
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hatte thtn wiBdom, resolved to make an attempt upon them 
W wdrds; but he did not judge it prudent to fight against 
tMm, after they had had such prosperous successes, ana even 
became out of ill successes more happy than before ; but he 
tbought to hinder them, if he could, from growing greater, 
and so he resolved to send ambassadors to the Midianites 
about them. Now these Midianites, knowing there was one 
Balaam, who lived by Euphrates, and was the greatest of 
tha prc^hets at that time, and one that was in friendship 
with them, sent some of their honourable princes along with 
the ambassadors of Balak, to entreat the prophet to come to 
thtm, that he might imprecate curses to the destruction of 
the Israelites. So Balaam received the ambassadors, and 
treated them very kindly ; and when he had supped, he in- 
qpnred what was God^s will, and what this matter was for 
whidi the Midianites entreated him to come to them ? But 
when God opposed his goin^, he came to the ambassadors, 
aad told them, that he was hunself very willing and desirous 
to comply with their request ; but informed them, that God 
was opposite to his intentions, even that God who had raised 
Um to great reputation on account of the truth of his pre- 
dkdons; for that this army, which they entreated him to 
oome and curse, was in the favour of God; on which ac 
count he advised them to go home again, and not to persist 
in their enmity against the Israelites : and when he had giv. 
an them that answer, he dismissed the ambassadors. 

& Now the Midianites, at the earnest instances and fer- 
Tant entreaties of Balak, sent other ambassadors to Balaam^ 
whoy desiring to gratify the men, inquired again of Grod ; but 
ba was displeased at this [second] trial,* and bid hun by 
no means to contkadict the ambassadors. Now Balaam did 
Hot imagine that God gave this injunction in order to deceive 
Um, so he went along with the ambassadors : but when the 

* Note, that Jo8q>hus never supposes Balaam to be an idolater, nor to seek 
idolatious enchantment, or to prophesy falsely, but to be no other than an ill-dis. 
fOMd prophet of the true Cik>d ; and intimates, that Ood*s answer the second time, 
pwimtting him to go, was irooical, and oo design that he should be deceived^ 
(whiGh sort of deception, by way of punishment for former crimes, Josephus never 
■oupIeB to admit, as ever esteeming such wicked men justly and providentially 
dseehred.) But, perhaps, we had better keep here dose to the text, whidi says. 
Numb, xziii, 20, 21, that God only permitteii Balaam to go uiong with the am- 
baandon, in case they came and called Aim, or positively insisted on his going 
along with them, on any terms : whereas Balaam seems, out of impatience, to 
hsre risen up in the morning and saddled his assy and rather to have called fhem^ 
dm stayed fbr their calling him ; so zealous does he seem to have been for his 
rwssmrd of divinaiion^ h\a wages of unrighteousness i Numb, xxii, 7, 17, 18, 37; 
% Ttt, ii, 15 ; Jude v, xi ; which rewaid or wages the truly religious prophets of 
God never required nor accepted, as our Josephus justly takes notice in the cases 
af Samuel, Antiq. B. y, ch. iv, $ 1, voL ii, and Danid, Antiq. B. x, di. xi, § 3. 
See also Oen. xiv, 22, 23 ; 2 Kmgs ▼, 15, 16, 26, 27, and AcU viii, 17^4. 
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Arine angel met hini in the way, whan he was in a narrow 
passage, and hedged in with a wall on both ndes, the asa on 
which Balaam rode understood that it was a diyine mat 
that met him, and thrust Balaam to one of the walls, without 
regard to the stripes which Balaam, when he was hurt hy 
the wall, gave her; but when the ass, upon the anceTs cod- 
tinuine to distress her, and upon die stripes which wore 
given her, fell down, hj the will of Grod she made use of the 
vdboe of a man, and oompladned of Balaam, as actinff un- 
justly to her : that whereas he had no fault to find with her 
in her former service to Um, he now inflicted stripes upon 
her, as not understanding that she was hindered from serving 
him, in what he was now going about, by the providence of 
God. And when he was disturbed, by reason of the voice 
of the ass, which was that of a man, the angel plainly ap- 
peared to him, and blamed him for the stripes he had girea 
nis ass ; and informed him, that the brute creature was not' 
in fault, but that he was himself come to obstruct his jour- 
Bqr, as being contrary to the will of God. Upon which 
Balaam was afraid, and was preparing; to return back again ; 
yet did God excite him to go on his mtended way ; but add- 
ed this injunction, that he should declare nothii^ but what 
he himself should suggest to his mind. 

44 When God had g^ven him this charffe, he came to Ba^ 
lak ; and when the king had entertained him in a magnificent 
manner, he desired him to go to one of the mountains to take 
a view of the state of the camp of the Hebrews. Balak 
himself also came to the mountain^ and brought the prophet 
along with him with a royal attendance. This mountain lay 
over their heads, and was distant sixty furlongs from tlie 
camp. Now when he saw them, he desired me king to 
build him seven altars, and to bring him as many bulls and 
rams ; to which desire the kins did presently conform. He 
then slew the sacrifices, and offered them as bumt-offeri^n, 
that he mmht observe some signal of the flight of the He- 
brews. Then said he<--^^ Happy is this people on whoni 
God bestows the possession of innumerable good things, and 
grants them his own providence to be their assistant and their 
guide ! so that there is not any nation among mankind but 
you will be esteemed superior to them in virtue, and in the 
earnest prosecution of the best rules of life, and of such as 
are pure from wickedness; and will leave those rules to 
excellent children, and this out of the regard that 
bears to you, and the provision of such things for you 
ly render you happier than any other people under the 
^ You shall retain that land to which he hath sent you, 
it shall ever be under the command of your children ; 
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id both all the earth, as well as the sea^ shall be filled 
ith their glory : And you shall be sufficiently numerous to 
ipply the world in general, and every region of it in par- 
oailar, with inhabitants out of your stock. However, O 
letsed army ! wonder that you are become so many from 
le father ! And truly, the land of Canaan can now hold 
MI9 OS being yet comparatively few ; but know ye, that the 
facie world is proposed to he your place of habitation for 
rer. The multitude of your posterity also shall live as 
ell ID the islands, as on the continent ; and that more in 
umber than are the stars of heaven. And when you are 
eoome so many, God will not relinquish the care of you, 
ut will afford you an abundance of all good things in tmies 
f peace, with victory and dominion in times of war. May 
lie children of your enemies have an inclination to fight 
fj^nat you, and may they be so hardy as to come to arms, 
od to assault you in battle ! For they will not return with 
ictory, nor will their return be agreeable to their children 
nd wives. To so great a degree of valour will you be 
■iaad by the providence of God, who is able to diminish 
be affluence of some, and to supply the wants of others.*" 

& Thus did Balaam speak by inspiration, as not being 
i hia own power, but moved to say what he did by the 
ivine spirit. But when Balak was displeased, and said, he 
lad broken the contract he had made, whereby he was to 
ome, as he and his confederates had invited him, by the 
iromi&e of great presents; for whereas he came to curac 
heir enemies, he liad made an encomium upon them, and 
lad declared that they were the happiest of men. To 
rhich Balaam replied, " O Balak, if thou rightly con&ider- 
at this whole matter, canst thou suppose tnat it is in our 
lower to be silent, ^or to say any thmg when the Spirit of 
iod seizes upon us ? for he puts such words as he pleases 
n our mouths, and such discourses as we are not ourselves 
ODsdous of. I well remember by what entreaties both you 
Jid the Midianites so joyfully brought me hither, and on 
hat account I took this journey. It was my prayer, that 
] might not put any affront on you, as to what you desired 
if me. But God is more powerful than the purposes I had 
nade to serve you. For those that take upon them to foretell 
he affairs of mankind, as from their own abilities, arc en- 
irely unable to do it, or to forbear to utter what God sug- 
fcats to them, or to offer violence to his will : For when he 
)reveDts us, and enters into us, nothing that we say is our 
mn. I then did not intend to praise this army, nor to go 
)ver the several good things which God intended to do to 
heir race. But since he was so favourable to thein, and 

VOL. I. N 
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so ready to bestow upon them an happy life and eternal 
glory, be suggested the* declaration of those things to nie. 
But now, because it is my desire to oblige thee thyself, as 
well as the Midianites, whose entreaties it is not decent for 
me to reject, go to ; let us again rear other altars, and offer 
the like sacrifices that we did before, that I may see whe- 
ther! can persuade God to permit me to bind these men 
with curses."" Which, when Balak had agreed to, Grod 
would not even, upon second sacrifices, consent to his curs- 
ing the Israelites.* Then fell Balaam upon his face, and 
foretold what calamities would befall the several kings of the 
nations, and the most eminent cities, some of which of old 
were not so much as inhabited ; which events have come to 
pass among the several people concerned, both in the forego- 
ing ages and in this, till my own memory, both by sea and 
by land. From which completion of all these predictions 
that he made, one may easily guess that the rest will have 
their completion in time to come. 

6. But Balak being very angry that the Israelites were 
n6t cursed, sent away Balaam, without thinking him worthy 
of any honour. Whereupon, when he was just upon his 
journey, in order to pass the Euphrates, he sent for Balak, 
and for the princes of the Midianites, and spake thus to 
them : ^< O Balak, and you Midianites that are here pre- 
sent, for I am obliged, even without the will of God, to 
gratify you, it is true, no entire destruction can seize upon 
the nation of the Hebrews ; neither by war, nor by fdague, 
nor by scarcity of the fruits of the earth ; nor can any other 
unexpected accident be their entire ruin ; for the providence 
of God is concerned to preserve them from such a misfor- 
tune, nor will it permit any such calamity to come upon 
them, whereby they may all perish ; but some small mis- 
fortunes, and those for a short time, whereby they may ap- 
pear to be brought low, may still befall them; but after 
that they will flourish again, to the terror of those that 
brought those mischiefs upon them. So that if you have a 
mind to gain a victory over them for a short space of time, 
you will obtain it by following my directions. Do you, 
thei'efore, set out the tiandsoraest of such of your daughtersf 

• Whether Josephus had in his copy hut two attempts of Balaam in all ts 
cuwe Israel, or whether, by this his twice ojftring tacrljlcf^ he meant twiee hu, 
aide that first time already mentioned, which yet is not yery probable, cannot now 
be certainly determined. In the meantime, all other copies have thre€ such at- 
tempts of fiakam to curse them in the present history. 

+ Such a large and distinct account of this perversion of the Israelites by the 
Midianite women, of which our other copies give us but short int mationa, JNumb. 
xxzi, 16 ; % Pet. ii, 15 ; Jud. ver. 11 ; Apoc. ii, li, is preserved, as ReUnd in- 
forms us, in the Samaritan Chronicle, in Philo, and in other writings of the Jews, 
as well as here by Josephus. 
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as are most eminent for beauty, and proper to force and con- 
quer the modesty of those that behold them, and these deck- 
ed and trimmed to the highest degree you are able. Then 
do you send them to be near the Israelites' camp, and give 
them in charge, that when the young men of the Hebrews 
desire their company they allow it them. And when they 
see that they are enamoured of them, let them take their 
leaves ; and if they entreat them to stay, let them not give 
their consent, till they have persuaded them to leave off their 
obedience to their own laws, and the worship of that God 
who established them, and to worship the gods of the Midian- 
ites and Moabites ; for by this means God will be anery at 
them.'*'* Accordingly, when Balaam had suggested this 
counsel to them, he went his way. 

7. So when the Midianites had sent their daughters, as 
Balaam had exhorted them, the Hebrew young men were al- 
lured by their beauty, and came to discourse with them, and 
besought them not to grudge them the enjoyment of their 
beauty, nor to deny them their conversation. These daugh- 
ters of the Midianites received their words gladly, and con- 
tented to it, and stayed with them. But when they had 
brought them to be enamoured of them, and their inclinations 
to them were grown to ripeness, they began to think of de- 
parting from them. Then it was that these men became 
greatly disconsolate at the women's departure ; and they were 
urgent with them not to leave them ; but begged they would 
eootinue there, and become their wives, and they promised 
them they should be owned as mistresses of all they had. 
This they siud with an oath, and called God for the arbitra- 
tor of what they promised ; and this with tears in their eyes, 
and all other sucli marks of concern as might show how mi- 
serable they thought themselves without them ; and so might 
move their compassion for them. So the women, as soon as 
they perceived they -had made them their slaves, and had 
caught them with their conversation, began to speak thus to 
Ihem: 

8. ^^ O you illustrious young men! we have houses of 
our own at home, and ffreat plenty of good' things there, 
together with the natural affectionate love of our parents 
and friends. Nor is it out of our want of any such things 
that we come to discourse with you ; nor did we admit of 
your invitation with design to prostitute the beauty of our 

* This grand maxim, that God's people oflirael could never he hurt^ nor dc- 
ttroyed^ but by drawing ihem to tin against God^ appears to be true, by the en- 
tne history of that people, both in the Bible and in Josephus ; and i^ often taken 
notice of in them both. See in paiticnlar a most remarkable Ammonite testimony 
to this purpose, Judith, ▼, &-21. 

N 2 
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body for gain ; but taking you for brave and worthy men, 
we agreed to your request, that we might treat you with such 
honours as hospitality required. And now seeing you say 
thai you have a great affection for us, and are troubled when 
you think we are departing, we are not averse to your entreat- 
ies. And if we may receive such assurance of your good- 
will as we think can be alone sufficient, we will be glaid to 
lead our lives with you, as your wives; but we are afraid 
that you will in time be weary of our company, and will then 
abuse us, and send us back to our parents, after an ignomi- 
nious manner.^ And they desired that they would excuse 
them in their guarding against that danger. But the young 
men professed they would give them any assurance they shouia 
desire ; nor did they at all contradict what they requested, so 
great was the passion they had for them. ^* if, then,^ said 
they, ^* this be your resolution, since you make use of such 
customs* and conduct of life as are entirely different from all 
other men ; insomuch that your kinds of food are peculiar to 
yourselves, and your kinds of drink not common to others. 
It will be absolutely necessary, if you would have us for your 
wives, that you do withal worship our gods. Nor can there 
be any other demonstration of the kindness which you say 
you already have, and promise to have hereafter to us, than 
this, that you worship the same gods that we do. For has 
any one reason to complain, that now you are come into this 
country, you should worship the proper gods of the same 
country ? especially while our gods are common to all men, 
and yours such as belong to nobody else but yourselves.*" 
So they said they must either, come into such methods of^ di- 
vine worship as all others come into, or else they must look 
out for another world, wherein they may live by themselves, 
according to their own laws. 

9. Now the young men were induced, by the fondness 
they had for these women, to think they spake very well. 
So they gave themselves up to what they persuaded them, 
and transgressed their own laws ; and supposing there w«re 
many gods, and resolving that they would sacrifice to them 
according to the laws of that country which ordained them, 

• What Jo8q>hu8 here puts into the mouths of these Midia&ite women, who 
came to entice the Isradites to lewdness and idolatry, viz, that their wonhip of 
the God of Iniael, in opposition to their idol gods, implied their living uccording 
to the holy laws which the true God had given them by Moses, in opposition to 
tliose impure laws which were observed under their false gods, well deserves our 
consideration, and gives us a substantial reason for the great concern that was ever 
showed, under the law of Moses, to preserve the Israelites from idolatry, and ia 
the worship of the true God i it being of no less consequence than, whether God*s 
people should be governed by the holy laws of the true God, or by the impure 
ikws derived from demons, under tlie pagan idolatry. 
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they both were delighted with their strange food, and went 
on to do every thing that the women would have them do, 
though in contradiction to their own laws; so far, indeed, 
that this transgression was already gone through the whole 
army of the young men ; and they fell into a sedition that 
was much worse tnan the former, and into danger of tlie 
entire abolition of their own institutions. For when once 
the youth had tasted of these strange customs, they went 
' with insatiable inclinations into them ; and even where some 
of the principal men were illustrious on account of the vir- 
tues of their fathers, they also were corrupted together with 
the rest. 

10. Even Zimri, the head of the tribe of Simeon, accom- 
panied with Cosbi, a Midianitish woman, who was the 
daughter of Sur, a man of. authority in that country ; and 
being desired by his wife to disregard the laws of Moses, 
and to follow those she was used to, he complied with her ; 
and this both by sacrificing after a manner different from 
his own, and by taking a stranger to wife. When things 
were thus, Moses was afraid that matters should grow 
worse, and called the people to a congregation, but then 
accused nobody by name, as unwilling to drive those into 
despair who, by lying concealed, might come to repentance ; 
but he said, that ^^ they did not do what was either worthy 
of themselves or <^ their fathers, by preferring pleasure to 
God, and to the living acccxrding to his will ; tiiat it was fit 
they should change their courses while their affairs were 
fltill in a good state, and think that to be true fortitude 
which offers not violence to their laws, but that which resists 
their lusts. And besides that, he said, it was not a reason- 
able thing, whv^n they had lived soberly in the wilderness, to 
act madly now when they were in prosperity ; and that they 
ought not to lose, now they have abundance, what they had 
gained when they had little.*" And so did he endeavour, by 
saying this, to correct the young men, and to bring them to 
repentance for what they had done. 

n. But Zimri arose up after him, and said, " Yes, in- 
deed, Moses, thou art at lilKTty to make use of such laws 
aa thou art so fond of, and hast, by accustoming thyself to 
them, made them firm; otherwise, if things had not been 
thus, thou hadst often been punished before now, and hadst 
known that the Hebrews are not easily put upon. But thou 
shalt not have me one of thy followers in thy tyrannical com- 
mands ; for thou dost nothing else hitherto, but, under pre- 
tence of laws and of God, wickedlv impose on us slavery, 
and gain dominion to thyself; whifc thou deprivest us of 
the sweetness of life, which consists in acting according to 
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our own wills, and is the right of tree men and of those 
that have no lord over them. Nay, indeed, this man is 
harder upon the Hebrews than were the Egyptians them- 
Bclves ; as pretending to punish according to nis laws every 
one's acting what is most agreeable to himself. But thou 
thyself better deservedst to suJTer punishment, who presuni- 
est to abolish what every one acknowledges to be what is 
good for him ; and aimest to make thy single opinion to 
hare more force than that of alt the rest : and what I now 
do, and think to be right, I shall not hereafter deny to be 
according to my own sentiments. I have married, as thou 
sayest rightly, a strange woman ; and thou hearest what I 
do from myself, as from one that is free ; for truly I did not 
intend to conceal myself. I also own that I sacrifice to 
tbose gods to whom you do not think it fit to sacrifice ; and I 
think It right to come at truth by inquiring of many people, 
and not, like one that lives under tyranny, to suffer the whole 
hope of my life to depend upon one man. Nor shall any one 
find cause to rejoice who declares himself to have more au- 
thority over my actions than myself." 

12. Now when Zimri had said these things, about what 
he and some others had wickedly done, the people held their 
peace ; both out of fear of what might come upon them, 
and because they saw that their legislator was not willing to 
bring his insolence before the public any farther, or openly 
to contend with him ; for he avoided that, lest many should 
imitate the impudence of his language, and thereby disturb 
the multitude. Upon this the assembly was dissolved. 
However, the mischievous attempt had proceeded farther, if 
Zimri had not been first slain; which came to pass on the 
following occasion: Phincas, a man in other respects better 
than the rest of the young men, and also one that surpassed 
his conlemnornries in the dignity of his father, (for he was 
the son of Kleazar the high-priest, and the grandson of 
[Aaron] Moses's brother,) who was greatly troubled at 
what was done by Zimri, he resolved in earnest to in- 
flict punishment on him before his unworthy behaviour 
should grow stronger by impunity, and in order to prevent 
this transgression from proceeding farther, which would 
hft^^tnt if the ringleaders were not punish«l. He was of 
t mignanimity both in strength of mind aud body, 
-) he undertook any very dangerous attempt, he dicl 
it off till he overcame it, and got an entire victory, 
e into Zimri's tent, and slew him with his javelin, 
it he alew Cosbi also. Upon which all those young 
...t had a reeuxl to virtue, and aimed to do a glorious 
> inttated Phincu's boldness, and slew those that 
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were found to be guilty of the same crime with Zimri. Ac- 
oordingly» many of those that had transgress!^ perished by the 
magnanimous valour of these youqg men. The rest all perish- 
^ by a plague, which distemper God himself inflictea upon 
them. So that all those their kindred, who, instead of hin- 
dering them from such wicked actions, as they ought to have 
done, had persuaded them to go on, were esteemed by God 
as partners in their wickedness, and died. Accordingly, 
there perished out of the army no fewer than fourteen [twen- 
ty-four] thousand* at this time. 

18. This was the cause why Moses was provoked to send 
an army to destroy the Midianites, concerning which expe- 
dition we shall speak presently, when we have first relat^d 
what we have omitted. For it is but just not to pass over 
our legislator'^s due encomium, on account of his conduct 
here; because, although this Balaam, who was sent for by 
the Midianites to curse the Hebrews, and when he was hin- 
dered from doing it by divine providence, did still suggest 
that advice to them, by making use of which our enemies 
bad well nigh corrupted the whole multitude of the Hebrews 
with their wiles, till some of them were deeply infected with 
their opinions ; yet did he do him great honour, by setting 
down his prophecies in writing. And while it was in his 
power to claim this glory to himself, and make men believe 
they were his own predictions, there being no one that could 
be a witness against him and accuse him for so doing, he still 
gave his attestation to him, and did him the honour to make 
mention of him on this account. But let every one think of 
these matters as he pleases. 
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CHAP. VII. 



How the Hebrews Jbught with ilie MidiaihUes^ atid overcame 

them. 

§ 1. Now Moses sent an army against the land of Midian, 
for the causes fore-mentioned, in all twelve thousand, taking 
an equal number out of every tribe, and appointed Phineas 
for their commander. Of which Phineas we made mention 
a little before, as he that had guarded the laws of the He- 
brews, and had inflicted punishment upon Zimri, when he had 
transgressed them. Now the Midianites perceived before- 
hand how the Hebrews were coming, and would suddenly 

« 

• The mistake in all Josephus's copies, Greek and Latin, which have here 
14,000, instead of 24,000, is so flagrant, that our very learned editors, Bernard 
and Hudson, have put the Utter number direcUy into the text I choose rather 
to put it in brackets. 
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be upon tliein. So they assembled their army together, and 
fortified the entrances into their coiintrj» and there awaited 
the enemy ^8 coming. When they were come, and they bad 
joined battle with them, an immense multitude of the M i- 
dianites fell ; nor could they be nutnbered, they were so very 
many. And among them fell all their kings, five in nuou 
ber, Evi, and Zur, and Reba, and Hur, and Bekem, who 
was of the same name with a city, the chief and capital of 
all Arabia, which is till now so called by the whole Arabian 
nation, Arectni^ from the name of the lung that built it, but 
is, by the Greeks, called Petra. Now when the enemies 
were discomfited, the Hebrews spoiled their couxitry, and 
took a great prey, and destroyed the men that were its in- 
habitants, together with the women ; only they let the virgins 
alone, as Moses had commanded Phineas to do; who, in* 
deed, came back, bringing with him an army that had re- 
eeived no harm, and a great deal of prey. Fifty-two 
thousand beeves, seventy-five thousand six hundred sheep, 
rixty thousand asses, with an immense quantity of gold and 
silver furniture, which the Midianites made use of in their 
houses ; for they were so wealthy that they were very lux- 
urious. There were also led captive about thirty-two thou- 
sand virgins.* So Moses parted the prey into parts, and 
gave one fiftieth part to Eleazar and the two priests, and 
another fiftieth part to the Levites ; and distributed the rest 
of the prey among the people. After which they lived 
happily, as having obtained an abundance of good things by 
their valour; and there being no misfoitune that attended 
them, or hindered their enjoyment of that happiness. 

* The slaughter of all the Midianite women that had prostituted themselvei 
to the lewd Israelites, and the preservation of those that had not been guilty there- 
in, the last of which were no fewer than 32,000, both here and Num. xxxvi, 15, 
16, 17, 35, 40, 46, and both by the particular command of God, are highly re- 
nifl^rkable, and show, that even in nations otherwise finr their wickedness doomed 
to destruction, the innocent were sometimes particularly and providentially taken 
care of, and delivered from that destruction. • Which directly implies, that it waa 
the wickedness of the nations of Canaan, and nothing else, that occasioned their 
excision. See Oen. xv, 16; I Sam. xt, 18, 33; Constitut Apost. B. vlii, 
ch. 12,^. 402. In the first of which places the reason of the delay of the 
punishment of the Amorites is given. Because their iniquity va» not yetfutU-^ 
In the second, Saul is ordered to Go and destroy the siHners^ the AvwlekitCM; 
plainly implying, that they were, therefore, to be destroyed because they were 
sinners^ and not otherwise. In ihe third, Uie reason is given, why King Agig 
was not to be spared, viz. because of his former cruelty : As thy sword tuith 
made [the Hebrew] women childless, so shall thy mother be made childless 
among wmnen by the Hebrews, In the last place, the apostles, or their 
amanuensis, Clement, give this reason for the necessity of the coming of Christ, 
that Men fiad formerly perverted both Vie positive law and that of nature^ and 
had cast out of their mind the memory of thejiood^ the burning of Sodom^ the 
plagues of the Egyptians, and the slaughters of the infutbitants of Pakstinfy 
*ns signs of the most amazing impenitence and insensibility under the ptmishments 
of horrid wickedness* 
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2. But Motes, wa& now grown old, and appointed Joshua 
for his successor, both to receive directions from God as a 
prophet, and for a commander of the army, if they should at 
any time stand in need of such an one ; and this was done 
Iw the command of God, that to him the care of the public 
flbould be committed. Now Joshua had been instructed in 
all those kinds of learning which concerned the laws and God 
himself, and Moses had been his instructor. 

8. At this time it was that the two tribes of Gad and Reu- 
bel, and the half- tribe of Manasseh, abounded in a multitude 
of cattle, as well as in all other kinds of prosperity ; whence 
they had a meeting, and in a body came and besought Moses 
to give tliem, as their peculiar portion, that land of tlic Amo- 
rites which they had taken by right of war, because it was 
firuitful, and good for feeding of cattle. But Moses, suppos- 
ing that they were afraid of fighting with the Canaanites, 
and invented this provision for their cattle an handsome ex- 
cuse for avoiding that war, he called them arrant cowards, 
and said, ** they had only contrived a decent excuse for that 
cowardice, and that they had a mind to live in luxury and 
ease, while all the rest were labouring with great pains to ob- 
tain the land they were desirous to have, and that they were 
not willing to march along, and undergo the remaining hard 
■ervioe, whereby they were, under the Divine promise, to 
pass over Jordan, and overcome those our enemies which 
God had showed them, and so obtain their land.*^ But these 
tribes, when they saw that Moses was angry with them, and 
when they could not deny but he bad a just cause to be dis- 
pleased at their petition, made an apology for themselves, 
and said, that ^^ it was not on account of their fear of dangers, 
nor on account of their laziness, that they made this request 
to him, but that they might leave the prey they had gotten 
in places of safety, and thereby might be more expedite, and 
ready to undergo difficulties, and to fight battles.** They 
added this also, that " when they had built cities wherein 
they might preserve their children, and wives, and posses- 
sions, if he would bestow them upon them, they would go 
along with the rest of their army."" Hereupon Moses was 

E leased with what they said. So he called for Eleazar the 
iffh-priest, and Joshua, and the chief of the tribes, and per- 
mitted these tribes to possess the land of the Amorites ; biit 
upon this condition, that they should join with their kinsmen 
in the war until all things were settled. Upon which a)ndi- 
tion they took possession of the country, and built them 
strong cities, and put into them their children, and their 
wives, and whatsoever else the^ had that might be an impe^ 
diment to the labours of their future marches. 
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4. Moses also now built those ten cities which wer6 to be 
of the number of the forty-eight [for the Levites ;] three of 
which he allotted to those that slew any person involuntarily, 
and fled to them ; and he assigned the same time for their 
banishment with that of the life of that high-priest under 
whom the slaughter and flight happened ; after which death 
0^ the high-priest he permitted the slayer to return home. 
During the time of his exile the relations of him that was 
slain may by this law kill the manslaycr, if they caught him 
without the bounds of the city to which he fled, though this 
permission was not granted to any other person. Now the 
cities which were set apart for this flight were these : Bezer, 
at the borders of Arabia ; Ramoth, of the land of Gilead ; 
md Golan, in the land of Bashan. There were to be also, 
by Moseses command, three other cities allotted for the haln* 
tation of these fugitives out of the cities of the Levites, but 
not till after they should be in possession of the land of 
Canaan. 

5. At this time the chief men of the tribe of Manasseh 
came to Moses, and informed him, that there was an eminent 
man of their tribe dead, whose name was Zehphehad^ who 
left no male children, biit left daughters: and asked hiro. 
Whether these daughters might inherit his land or not ? He 
made this answer, That if they shall marry into their own 
tribe, they shall carry their estate along with them ; but if 
they dispose of themselves in marriage to men of another 
tribe, they shall leave their inheritance in their father'^s tribe. 
And then it was that Moses ordained, that every one'^s inhe- 
ritance should continue in his own tribe. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Polity setikd by Moses ; and how lie disappeared Jhm 

among Mankind. 

1. When forty years were completed, within thirty days, 
OSes gathered the congregation together near Jordan, where 

the city Abila now stands, a place full of palm-trees. And 
all the people being come together, he «pake thus to them : 

2. " O you Israelites and fellow-solciiers ! who have been 
partners with me in this long and uneasy journey, since it is 
now the will of God, and the course of old age, at an hundred 
afad twenty, requires it that I should depart out of this life, 
and since God has forbidden me to be a patron or an assistant 
to you in what remains to be done beyondJordan, I thought it 
reasonable not to leave off my endeavours even now for your 
happiness, but to do my utmost to procure for you the etenial 
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enjoyment of good thip^, and a memorial for myself, when 
you shall be in the fruition of great plenty and prosperity. — 
Come, therefore, let me suggest to you by what means you 
may be happy, and may leave an eternal prosperous posses- 
sion thereof to your children after you, and theh let me thus 
!b out of the world ; and I cannot but deserve to be believed 
y you, both on account of the great things I have already 
mne for you, and because, when souls are about to leave the 
body, they speak with the sincerest freedom. O children of 
loael i there is but one soiirce of happiness jbr all mankirtdy 
THE FAVOUR OF GOD ;* for he alone is able to give good things 
Id those that deserve them, and to deprive those of them that 
an against him ; towards whom, if you behave yourselves ac- 
eordine to his will, and according to what I, who well under- 
stand bis mind, do exhort you to, you will both be esteemed 
Uessed, and will be admired by all men, and will never come 
into misfortunes, nor cease to be happy ; you will then pre- 
serve the possession of the good things you already have, and 
will quickly obtain those tnat you at present are in want of, 
only do you be obedient to those whom God would have you 
to follow. Nor do you prefer any oth^r constitution of go- 
Femroent before the laws now given you ; neither do you dis- 
regard that way of divine worship which you now have, nor 
diange it for any other form ; and if you do this, you will 
be the most courageous of all men in undergoing the fatigues 
of war, and will not be easily conquered by any of your ene- 
mies ; for while God is present with you to assist you, it is 
to be expected that you will be able to despise the opposition 
of all mankind ; and great rewards of virtue are proposed for 
you, if you preserve that virtue through your whole lives. — 
Virtue itself is indeed the principal and the first reward, and 
after that it bestows abundance of others ; so that your exer- 
cise of virtue towards other men will make your own lives 
happy, and render you more glorious than foreigners can be, 
and procure you an undisputed reputation with posterity. — 
These blessings you will be able to obtain, in case you 
hearken to and observe those laws which, by divine revela^ 
tion, I have ordained for you ; that is, in case you withal me- 
ditate upon the wisdom that is in them. I am going from you 
myself, rejoicing in the good things you enjoy ; and I recom- 
mend you to the wise conduct of your law, to the becoming 
order of your polity, and to the virtues of your commanders, 

* Josephus here, in this one sentence, mmu up his notion of Moseses very long 
flod Tery serious exhortations in the book of Deuteronomy ; and his words are so 
true, and of such importance, that they deserve to be had in constant remembrance 
holh by Jews and Christians : ^^ O children of Israel ! there is but one source 
of happbew for all roanlund, ihcfiinmr of God,'*'* 
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who will take care of what is for your advantage. And that 
God, who has been till now your leader, and by whos(e good 
will I have myself been useml to you, will not put a period 
now to his providence over you ; but as long as you desire to 
have him your protector in your pursuits after virtue, so long 
will you enjoy his care over you. Your high-priest also, 
Eleazar, as well as Joshua, with the senate, and chief of your 
tribes, will go before you, and suggest the best advices to 

Jou ; by following which advices, you will continue to be 
appy ; to whom do you give ear without reluctance, as sen- 
sible that all such as know well how to be governed will also 
know how to govern, if they be promoted to that authority 
themselves. And do not you esteem liberty to consist in op- 

r'ng such directions as your governors thmk fit to give you 
your practice, as at present indeed yon place your liberty 
in nothing else but abusing your benefactors ; which error, if 
you can avoid for the time to come, your afiairs wiQ be in a 
better condition than they have hitherto been : Nor do you 
ever indulge such a degree of passion in these matters as you 
have oftentimes done when you have been very angry at me ; 
for you' know that I have been oftener in danger of death 
from you than from our enemies. What I now put you in 
ipind of is not done in order to reproach you ; for I do not 
think it proper, now I am going out of the world, to brin^ 
this to your remembrance, in order to leave you offended at 
me, since at the time when I underwent those hardships from 
you, I was not angry at you ; but I do it in order to make you 
wiser hereafter, and to teach you that this will be for your 
security : I mean, that you never be injurious to those that 
preside over you, even when you are become rich, as you will 
be to a great degree when you have passed over Jordan and 
are in possession of the land of Canaan. Since, when you 
shall have once proceeded so far by your wealth as to a con* 
tempt and disregard of virtue, you will also forfeit the favour 
of God ; and when you have made him your enemy, you will 
be beaten in war, and will have the land which you possess 
taken away again from you by your enemies, and this with 
great reproaches upon your conduct. You will be scattered 
over the whole world, and will, as slaves, entirely fill both sea 
and land ; and when once you have had the experience of 
what I now say, you will repent, and remember the laws you 
have broken, when it is too late. Whence I would advise 
you, if you intend to preserve these laws, to leave none of 

irour enemies alive when you have conquered them, but to 
ook upon it as for your advantage to destroy them all ; lest, 
if you permit them to live, you taste of their manners, and 
thereby corrupt your own proper institutions. I also do far- 



PBAP. VIII. ANTIQUITIES OF THK J£WS. 189 

tber exhort you, to overthrow their altars, and their groves, 
and whatsoever temples they have among them, and to burn 
all such, their nation, and their very memory with fire; for 
by this means alone the safety of your own happy constitu- 
tion can be firmly secured to you. And, in ord^r to prevent 
Tour ignorance of virtue, and the degeneracy of your nature 
mto vice, I have also ordained you laws, by divine suggestion, 
and a form of government, wtuch are so good, that, if you re- 
. gularlv observe them, you will be esteemed of all men the 
most fiappy.'" 

8. When he had spoken thus, he gave them the laws and 
the constitution of government written in a book. Upon 
which the people fell into tears, and appear^ already touch- 
ed with the sense that they should have a great want of their 
conductor, because they remembered what a number of dan- 
gers he had passed through, and what care he had taken of 
tfaeir preservation : they desponded about what would come 
upon them after he was dead, and thought they should never 
have another governor like him ; and feared that God would 
then take less care of them when Moses was gone, who used 
to intercede for them. They also repented of what they had 
said to him in the wilderness when they were angry, and were 
in grief on those accounts, insomuch that the whole body 
of the people fell into tears with such bitterness that it was 

Sst the power of words to comfort them in their affliction. — 
owever, Moses gave them some consolation, and by calling 
them off the thought how worthy he was of their weeping 
for him, he exhorted them to keep to that form of govern- 
ment he had given them ; and then the congregation was dis- 
solved at that time. 

4. Accordingly, I shall now first describe this form of go* 
vemment, which was agreeable to the dignity and virtue of 
Moses ; and shall thereby inform those that read these Anti- 
quities what our original settlements were, and shall then 
proceed to the remaining histories. Now those settlements 
are all still in writing, as he left them ; and we shall add no- 
thing by way of ornament, nor any thing besides what Moses 
left us, only we sliall so far innovate as to digest the several 
kinds of laws into a regular system ; for they were by him left 
in writing as they were accidentally scattered in their delivery, 
and as he upon inquiry had learned them of God. On which 
account I have tliought it necessary to premise this observa- 
tion beforehand, lest any of my own country m on should 
blame me as having been guilty of an offence herein. Now 
part of our constitution will include the laws that belong to 
our political state. As for those, laws which Moses left con- 
cernmg our common conversation and intercourse one with 
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another, I have reserved that for a discourse concerning our 
manner of life, and the occasions of those laws; which I pro- 
pose to myself, with God^s assistance, to write, after I have 
finished the work I am now upon. 

5. When you have possessed yourselves of the land of 
Canaan, and have leisure to enjoy the good things of it, and 
when you have afterwards determined to build cities, if you 
will do what is pleasing to Grod, you will have a secure state 
of happiness. Let there be then one city of the land of Ca- 
naan, and this situate in the most agreeable place for its 
goodness, and very eminent in itself, and let it be that which 
God shall choose for himself by prophetic revelation. Let 
there also be one temple therein, and one altar, not reared of 
hewn stones, but of such as you gather together at random ; 
which stones, when they are whited over with mortar, will 
have an handsome appearance, and be beautiful to the sight 
Let the ascent to it be not by steps,* but by an acclivity of 
raised earth. And let there be neither an altar nor a temple 
in any other city ; for God is but one, and the nation of the 
Hebrews is but one. 

6. He that blasphemeth Grod, let him be stoned ; and let 
him hang upon a tree all that day, and then let him be buried 
in an ignommious and obscure manner. 

7. Let those that live as remote as the bounds of the land 
which the Hebrews shall possess, come to that city where 
the temple shall be, and this three times in a year, that they 
may give thanks to God for his former benefits, and may en- 
treat him for those they shall want hereafter; and let them 
by this means maintain a friendly correspondence with one 
another by such meetingsr and feastings together ; for it is a 
good thing for those that are of the same stock, and under 
the same institutions of laws, not to be unacquainted with each 
other ; which acquaintance will be maintained by thus con- 
versing together, and by seeing and talking with one another, 
and so renewing the memorials of this union ; for if they do 
not thus converse together continually, they will appear like 
mere strangers to one another. 

* This law, both heie and Exod. 3^, 25, 26, of not going up to Ood*s altar 
bj ladder steps, but on an acclivity, seems not to have belonged to the altar of 
the tabernacle, which was in all but three cubits high, Exod. xxvii, 1, nor to 
that 6f Exekiel, whieh was expressly to be gone up to by stepa, xliii, 17, but ra- 
ther to occasional altars of any considerable altitude and largeness ; as ftl«A proba- 
bly to Solomon's altar, to which it is here applied by Josephus, as well as to that 
in Zorobabel*saod Herod's temple, which were, I think, all ten cubits high. See 
2 Chron. iv, 1 ; and Antiq. B. viii, ch. iii, sect. 7. The reason why these tem- 
plet, and these only, were to have this ascent on an acclivity, and not by steps, is 
4ibvious, that before the invention of stain, such as we now use, decency could 
not be otherwise provided for in the loose garments which the priests wore, as die 
law' required. See lismy of the Tabernacle and Temple, p. 444. 
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8. Let there be taken out of your fruits a tenth, besides 
that which you have allotted to give to the priests and Le- 
lites. This you may, indeed, sell in the country, but it is to 
, be used in those feasts and sacrifices that are to be celebrated 
in the holy city; for it is fit that you should enjoy those 
fruits of the earth which God gives you to possess, so as may 
be to the honour of the donor. 

9- You are not to offer sacrifices out of the hire of a wo- 
man which is an harlot ; * for the Deity is not pleased with 
any thing that arises from such abuses of nature ; of which 
■ort none can be worse than this prostitution of the body. 
Id like manner, no one may take the price of the covering of 
a bitch, either of one that is used in hunting or in keeping of 
iheep, and thence sacrifice to God. 

10. Let no one blaspheme-|- those gods which other cities 
esteem such ; nor may any one steal what belongs to strange 
temples, nor take away the gifts that are dedicated to any 
god. 

11. Let not any one of you wear a garment made of woollen 
and linen ; for that is appointed to be for the priests alone. 

12. When the multitude are assembled together into the 
bdy city for sacrificing every seventh year, at the feast of ta- 
bernacles, let the high>priest stand upon an high desk, whence 
be may be heard, and let him read the laws to all the people ; I 
and let neither the women nor the children be hindered from 
bearing, no nor the servants neither ; for it is a good thing 
that those laws should be engraven in their souls, and pre- 
served in their memories, that so it may not be possible to 
blot them out ; for by this means they will not be guilty o{ 
■in, when they cannot plead ignorance of what the laws have 
enjoined them. The laws also will have a great authority 
•among them, as foretelling what they will suffer if they break 
them ; and imprinting in their souls by this hearing what they 
command them to do, that so there may always be within 
their minds that intention of the laws which they have des- 
pised and broken, and have thereby been the causes of their 
own mischief. Let the children also learn the laws, as the first 
thing they are taught, which will be the best thing they can 
be taught, and will be the cause of their future felicity. 

* The hire of public or secret harlots was given to Venus in STria, as Lucian 
informs us, p. 878 ; and against some such vile practice of the old idolators this 
law seems to have been made. 

•f The Apostolical Constitutions, B. ii, chap, xxvi, sect. 31, expound this law 
of Mo»es, Kxod. xxii, 28. Thou ihalt not revile or blaspheme fhe godn. Or ma- 
gistrates, which is a much more probable exposition than this of Josephus*s, of 
heathen gods as here, and against Apion, B. ii, ch. iii, sect, iv, voL iv. 

X What book of the law was thus publicly read, see the note on Antiq. B. x, 
rh. V, sect. 5, and I Esd. ix, 39<^5, 
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13. Let every one oommemorate before God the benefits 
vbich he bestowed upon them at their deliverance out of the 
land of •Egypc, and this twice every day, both when the day 
begins, and when the hour of sleep conies on — ^gratitude be- 
ing in its own nature a just thing, and serving not only by 
way of return for past, but also by way of invitation of future 
favours. They are also to inscribe the principal blesni^ 
they have received from God, upon their doors,* and show the 
same remembrance of thepa on their arras ; as also, they are 
to bear on their forehead, and their arm, those wonders which 
declare the power of God, and his good-will towards them, 
that God'*8 readiness to bless ihem may ajppear everywhere 
conspicuous about them. 

14. Let there be seven men to judge in every city,-|' and 
these such as have been before most zealous in the exercise of 
virtue and righteousness. Let every judge have two officers 
allotted him out of the tribe of Levi. Let those that are 
chosen to judge in the several cities be had in great honour; 
and let none be permitted to revile any others when these are 
present, nor to carry themselves in an insolent manner to them. 
It being natural that reverence towards those in high offices 
among men should procure men^s fear and reverence towards 
Crod. Let those that judge be permitted to determine ac- 
cording as they think to be right, unless any one can show 
that they have taken bribes, to the perversion of. jusUce, or 
can allege any other accusation against them, whereby it may 
appear that they have passed an unjust sentence ; for it is not 
fit that causes should be openly determined out of regard to 
gain, or to the dignity of the suitors, but that the judges 
should esteem what is right befofe all other things, otherwise 
God will by that means be despised, and esteemed inferior to 
those, the dread of whose power has occasioned the unjust 
sepitence ; for justice is the power of God. He, therefore, that 
gratifies those in great dignity supposes them more potent 

* Whether these j^ylactenes, and other Jewiah memorial of the law, here 
mentumed by Josephus and by Mcscn, (beside the fringes on the borders of their 
garments, Numb, xv, 37,) were literally meant by God, I much question. That 
diey have been long observed by the Pharisees and the rabbinical Jews is certain ; 
however, the Karaites, who receive not the unwritten traditions of the elders, but 
keep dose to the written law, with Jerom and Orotius, think they were not lite* 
rally to be understood, as Bernard and Reland here take notice. Nor, iudeed^ 
do I remember that either, in the more ancient books of the Old Testament, or 
in the books we call Apocrypha^ there are any signs of such literal observations 
appearing among the Jews, though their real or mystical signification, i. « . the 
constant remembrance and observation of the laws of God by Moses, be frequent- 
ly inculcated in all the sacred writings. 

t Here, as well as elsewhere, sect. 38, of his Life, sect 14, voi iii, and of the 
War, B. ii, ch. xx, sect 5, voL iii, are but tevcn judges appointed for amall 
dtici, instead of twenty^Uiree^ in the modem rabbins ; which noodem rabbina 
are always but of very little authority in comparison of our Josephus. 
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itaa God iiiinicilf. Hut if these judges are unable io give a 
ilit sentence about the causes that come before them (which 
is not utifrequcnt in human affairs), let them send the 
undetermined to tlie holy city, and there let the high- 
iriat^ the prophet, and the Sanhedrim determine as it shall 
eiBiii;gOQd'to thehi. 

iiUL But let Hot a fflugld vvitoess be credited, but three, or 
vd-itfthe leadt, and those such whose testimony is confirmed 
y their good lives. But let not the testimony of women* 
leifldmittcd, on acoouht of the levity and boldness of dieir 
ex.' Nor let ser^'ants be admitted to give testimony, on ac^ 
oilbt of the ignobility of their £6ul ; since it is probable that 
hlbjifxmy not speak truth, ieitlier out of hope of gain or feai* 
flpwiUMimeDt. But if any one be bc^lieved to have borne 
ibe witness, let him, when he is convicted, buffer all the very 
une ipunishoQlentS'. which hca^inst whom he bore witness 
raa to have suffered^ 

■I6. If a murder Ix; committed in any place^ and he that 
id ii.bc not found, nor is tlierc any Suspicion upon one as if 
fe.Jiad'hdtcd the man, and so had killed him, let there be n 
eiy. diligent inc^uiry made after the man, and rewards pro- 
odtd: to any who will discover him ; bub i£ still no informo- 
tin tan be. procured, let the magistrates and senate of those 
ities: that, lia near the place, in which thi6 murder was com- 
ihAed assemble together, and sAeasure the distance from the 
lace where the dead body lies ; then let the magistrates of 
ie Nearest city theroto purchase oil heifirr; and bring it to a 
alleyi atid to a place therein- where there is no land plouglv 
dor trees planted, and let them cut the sinews of the hdicr; 
leii- the pnests, and Levites, and senate of that city, shall 
ike' water and wash their hands over the head of the heifer; 
nd they shall oi^nly declare that their hands are innocent of 
bis murder, and that they have neither done it themselves 
lOt been assisting to any that did it. They sliall also be- 
eecii God to be merciful to them, that no such horrid act 
lav: any more l)e done in that land. 

. flT- Aristocracy, and the way of living under it, is the 
lest constitution ; and may you never have any inclination 
»anY other form of government; and may! you always love 
hot zorm, and have the Liws for your governors, and govern 
11 ydur actions according to them ; for you need no supreme 
pernor but God. But if you shall desii^ a king, let him 
« one of yoiir own nation; let him be always careful of 

•'I have never observed elsewhere, that, in the Jewish govcnnncnt, women 
rtK not tulmittcd as legal witncnos in courts of jnsdcc. None of our copies of 
[if .l^ent^tcuch say a word of it. It is very probable, however, that tlih wqh 
lie exposition of tlic Si'rtbcs and Pharisees, and the practice (>f the Jews in tlie 
ays of Joscphus. 
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justice and other virtues peqietually ; let him submit to the 
laws, and esteem Code's commands to be his hig^hest wis. 
dom ; but let him do nothing without the high-jniest, and 
the votes of the senators ; let him not have a great number 
ct wives, nor pursue abundance of riches^ nor a multitude 
of horses, whereby he may grow too proud to submit to the 
laws. And if he affect any such things, let him be cestrain- 
ed, lest he become so potent that his state be inconsistent 
with your welfare. 

18. Let it not be esteemed lawful to remove boundaries^ 
neither our own nor of those with whmn we ate at peace. 
Have a care you do not take those landmarlu away, which 
are, as it were, a divine and unshaken limitation of rights 
made by God himself to last for ever, since tUs going be* 
yond limits, and gaining ground upon others^ is the oocasion 
of wars and seditions ; for those that remove boimdaries are 
not far off an attempt to subvert the laws. 

19- He that plants a piece of land whose trees produce 
fruits before the fourth year is not to bring thenee any first 
fruits to God, nor is he to make use of that fruit himself, 
for it is not produced in its proper season ; for when nature 
has a force put upon her at an unseasonable time, the fruit 
is not proper for Grod, nor for the master^s use; but let the- 
owner gather all that is grown on the fourth year, for then 
it is in its proper season. And let him that has gathered it 
carry it to the hdy city, and spend that, together with the 
tithe of his other fruits, in feasting with his friends, with the 
orphans, and the widows. But on the fifth year the fruit is 
his own, and he may use it as he pleases. 

M. You are not to sow a jnece of land with seed whidi 
is planted with vines, for it is enough that it supply nourish- 
ment to that plant, and be not luuvssed by piougning alsa 
You are to plough your land with oxen, and not to oblige 
other animals to come under the same yoke with them, but 
to till your land with those beasts that are of the same kind 
with each other. The seeds are also to be pure, and with- 
out mixture, and not to be compounded of two or three 
sorts, «nce nature does not rejoice in the union of things 
that are not in their own nature alike ; nor are you to permit 
beasts of different kinds to gender t<^ether, for there is rea- 
aon to fear that this unnatural abuse may extend from beasts 
of different kinds to men, though it takes its first rise from 
evil practices about such smaller things. Nor is any thing 
to be allowed by imitation, whereof any degree of subver- 
■OD may creep into the constitution. Nor do the laws ne- 
glect tmiall matters, but provide that even those may he man- 
iged after an unblameable manner. 
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81. Let not those that reap, and gather in the oom that 
is reqxd, eather in tlie gleanings, also ; but let them rather 
lesre some nandfuls for those that are in want of the neces- 
aaries of life, that it may be a support and a supply to them, 
in order to their subsistence. In like manner, when they 
nlher their grapes, let them leave some smaller bunches for 
die poor ; and let them pass over some of the fruits of the 
olive-trees, when they gather them, and leave them to be 
partaken of by those that have none of their own ; for the 
advantage arising from the exact collection of all will not 
be 80 considerable to the owners as will arise from the gra- 
titude of the poor. And Grod will provide, that the land 
ahall more willingly produce what shall be for the nourish- 
jDent of its fruits, in case you do not merely take care of 
jour own advantage, but have regard to Uie support of 
others alsa Nor are you to muzzle the mouths of the oxen 
when they tread the ears of com in the thrashing-floor ; for 
it ia not just to restrain our fellow-labouring animals, and 
thoae that work in order to its production, of this fruit of 
their labours. Nor are you to prohibit those that pass by 
at the time when yoiur fruits are ripe to touch them, but 
to ffive them leave to fill themselves full of what you have ; 
aoa this, whether they be of your own country, or strangers, 
aa being glad of die oppoctunity of giving them some part 
of your fruits when they are ripe ; but let it not be esteemed 
lawful for them to carry any away. Nor let those that ga- 
ther the grapes, and carry them to the wine-presses, restrain 
thoae whom they meet from eating of them ; for it is unjust 
out of envy to hinder those that desire it ta partake of the 
good things that conic into the world according to Grod'^s will, 
and this while the season is at the height, and is hastening 
awfty as it pleases God. Nay, if some, out of bashfulness, arc 
unwilling to touch tliese fuits, let them be encouraged to 
take of them ; I mean, those that are Israelites, as £f they 
were themselves the owners and lords, on account of the 
Undred there is between them. Nay, let them desire men 
thai come from other countries to partake of these tokens 
of friendship which God has given m their proper season ; 
for that is not to be deemed as idly spent which any one 
out of kindness communicates to another, since God bestows 
plraty of ffood things on men, not only for themselves to 
reap the advantage, but also to give to others in a way of 
generosity ; and he is desirous by this means to make known 
to others his peculiar kindness to the people of Israel, and 
how freely he communicates happiness to them, while they 
abundantly communicate out of their great superfluities to 
even tliese foreigners also. But for him that acts contrary 

o2 
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to this law, Ici liiin be beaten with forty stripes* save otie, 
by the public executioner; let him undergo this punisli- 
mtiit, which is a most ignominious one for a free man, and 
Uiis because he was such a slave to gain as to lay a blot upon 
his own dignity ; for it is proi^er for you who have had the 
experience of the afflictions in Egypt, and of those in tlie 
wilderness, to make provision for those that are in the like 
circumstances; and while you have now obtained plenty 
yourselves, through the mercy and providence of God, to 
distribute of the same plenty, liy the hke sympathy, to such 
as stand in need of it. 

SS. Besides tliose two tithes which I have already said 
you arc to pay every year, the one for the Levites, the 
other Sot the festivals, you are to bring every third year a 
third tithe f to lie distributed to those that want ; to women 
also that are widows, and to children that are orphans. But 
as to the ripe fruits, let them carry that which is ripe first 
of all into the temple; and when they have blessed Grod 
for that land which bare them, and which he had given them 
for a p)ssession, when they have also offered those sacrifioes 
which the law has commanded tliem to bring, let them 
give the first fruits to the priests. But when any one hath 
done this, and hath brought the tithe of all that he halh, 
together with those first fruits that are for the Levites and 
for the festivals ; and when he is alM>ut to go home, let him 
stand before the holy house, and return thanks to God, that 
he hath delivered them from the injurious treatment they 
had in Egypt, and hath given them a good land and a larae, 
and lets them enjoy the fruits thereof ; and when he hnm 
openly testified that he hath fully |)ai(l the tithes [and other 
dues,] according to the laws of jVioses, let him entreat Grod 
that he will be ever merciful and gracious to him ; and con- 
tuiue so to be to all the Hebrews, 'Ixith by preserving the 
good things which he hath already given them, and by adding 
what it is still in his ]X)wcr to bestow tipon them. 

S3. Let the Hebrews marry, at the age fit for it, nrgina 
that are free and bom of good parents. And he that does 
not marry a virgin, let him not corrupt another man^s wife, 
and marry her, nor grieve her former husband. Nor let 
free men marry slaves, although their affections shouki 

* This penalty otjbrly »tripcs save onr^ here mentioned, and siect. 23, was five 
IkliM inflietod oo St. Panl himself by the Jews, 2 Ckir. xi, 24*. 
. ^ Josephui* plain and express interprciation of tJiis law of Mtwci, Dciit. ziv, 
fB« 19 I xxYif 18, &c that the Jews were bound every tliird year to pay thcee 
ttbca, that to the lieiites, that for sacrifices at .Tcnisalem, and this for the indi- 
Ml, the widow, and the orphans, is fully confirmed by the practice of good old 
Wbkt even wfaea he wu a captive at Assyiia, against the opinions of the rabbins. 
Tobiti ch. I, iect G, 7, 8. 
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strongly bias any of them so to do, for it is decent, dnd for 
the mghity of the persons themselves, to govern those their 
afihrtions. And farther, no one ought to marry an harlot, 
whose matrimonial oblations, arising from the prostitution 
of her body, God will not receive ; for by these means the 
dispositions of the children will be liberal and virtuous; I 
mean, when they are not bom of base parents, and of the 
lustful conjunction of such as marry women that are not 
free. If any one has been espoused to a woman as to a 
virgin, and does not afterwaras find her so to be, let him 
bring his action, and accuse her, and let him make use of 
such indications* to prove his accusation, as he is furnished 
withal ; and let tlie father or the brother of the damsel, or 
some one that is after them nearest of kin to her, defend 
her. If the damsel obtain a sentence in her favour, that she 
had not been guilty, let her live with her husband that ac- 
cused her, and let him not have any farther power at all to 
put her away, unless she give him very great occasions of 
suspicion, and such as can be no way contradicted. But 
for him that brings an accusation and calumny against his 
wife in an impudent and rash manner, let him be punished 
by receiving forty stripes save one, and let him pay fifty 
shekels to her father. But if the damsel be convicted as 
Ikaving been corrupted, and is one of the common people, 
let her be stoned, because she did not preserve her virginity 
till she were lawfully married ; but if she were the daughter 
6f a priest, let her be burned alive. If any one has two 
wives, and if he greatly respect and be kind to one of them, 
either out of- his affection to her, or for her beauty, or for 
some other reason, while the other is of less esteem with 
him ; aud if the son of her that is beloved be the younger 
by birth than another born of the other wife, but endeavours 
to obt»n the right of primogeniture from his father^s kind- 
ness to his mother, and wouui thereby obtain a double por- 
tion of his fathers substance (for that double portion is 
what I have alloted him in the laws,) let not this be per- 
mitted ; for it is unjust that he who is the elder by birth 
should be deprived of what is due to him, on the father^s 

* Theso tokens of vlrgmUit^ M the Uebrew and Sqituagint ttjlcthem, Dcut. 
xxii, 15, 17, 20, Kccui to mc very dificrcut from what our later interpreters sup- 
poiic. They appear rather to have been sudi dose lincD sanuents as were never 
put off virgins after a certain age, till they were married, but before witnesses, 
and which, while they were entire, were certain evidences of such viiginity. See 
these, Antiq. B. vii, di. viii, sect. 1 ; 3 Sam. ziii, IB ; Isa. vi, 1. Josrahtts 
here determines nothinj; what were tlicsc particular tokens of virginity, or of cor- 
naption ; i>erliaps he thought lie could not easily describe them to the heathens, 
without saying what they might have tliought a breach of modesty ; which seem- 
ing breach of modesty laws cannot always wholly avoid. 
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dispodtion of his estate, because his mother was not eqtiallj 
regarded by him. He that hath corrupted a damsel espous- 
ed to another man, in case he had her consent, let both him 
and her be put to death, for they are both equally guihy'; 
the man* because he persuaded the woman willingly to suk 
mit to a most impure action, and to prefer it to lawful wed- 
lock ; the woman because she was persuaded to yield herself 
to be corrupted, either for pleasure or for ffain. However, 
if a man li^t on a woman when she is juone, and forces 
her, where nobody was present to come to her assistaiioe, 
let him only be put to death. Let him that hath corrupted 
a virffin not yet espoused, marry her ; but if the father of 
the damsel be not willing that she should be his wife, let 
him pay fifty shekels as the price of her prostitution. He 
that desires to be divorced from his wife for any cause* 
whatsoever, and many such causes happen among men, let 
him in writing give assurance that he will never use her as 
his wife any more; for by this means she may be at liberty 
to marry another husband, although before this bill of di- 
vorce bie given, she is not to be permitted so to do : but if 
slie be misused by him also, or if, when he is dead, her first 
husband would marry her again, it shall not be lawful fbr 
her to return to him. If a woman^s husband die, and leave 
her without children, let his brother marry her ; and let him 
call the son that is born to him by his brother^s name, and 
educate him as the heir of his inheritance, for this procedure 
will be for the benefit of the public, because thereby fami- 
lies will not fail, and the estate will continue among the 
kindred ; and this will be for the solace of wives under their 
aflliction, that they are to be married to the next relation of 
their former husband's. But if the brother will not many 
her, let the woman come before the senate, and protest 
openly that this brother will not admit her for his wif^, but 
will injure the memory of his dec«ised brother, while she is 
willing to continue in the family and to bear him children. 
And when the senate have inqmred of him, for what reason 
it is that heiis averse to this marriage, whether he gives a 
bad CH- a good reason, the matter must come to this issue, 
that the woman shall loose the sandals of the brother, and 
shall spit in his face, and say, « He deserves this reproach- 
ful treatment from her, as having injured the memory of the 
deceased.^ And then let him go away out of the senate, 
and bear this reproach upon him all his life long ; and let 
her marry to whom she pleases, of such as seek Imt in mar- 



* Tbeie wordi oi Joiephus arc vtrj like those of the Pharisees to our 
upon this very subject^ Mat six, 3. «' Is it lawful for a man to pat away Ida 
fnfe for every cause ?" 
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riage. But now, if any man take captive either a virgin, 
or one that hath been mairied,* and nas a mind to marry 
her, let him not be allowed to bring her to bed to him, or 
to live with her as his wife, before ime hath her head shaven 
and hath put on her mourning habit, and lamented her re- 
lations and friends that were slain in the battle, that by 
these means she may give vent to her sorrow for them, and 
after that may betake herself to feasting and matrimony ; for 
it is good for him that takes a wranan in order to have chil- 
dvea by her, to be complaisant to her inclinations, and not 
merely to pursue his own pleasure, while he hath no regard 
to wIiAt is agreeable to her. But when thirty days are pass- 
ed, as the time of mourning, for so many are sufficient to 
prudent persons for lamenting the dearest friends, then let 
them proceed to the marriage ; but in case when he hath sa- 
tisfied his lust, he be too proud to retain her for his wife, let 
him not have it in his power to make her a slave, but let her 
go away whither she pleases, and have that privilq;e of a free 
woman. 

JMi As to those young men that despise their parents, 
and do not pay them honour, but offer them affronts, either 
because thev are ashamed of them, or think themselves 
wiser than they, in the first place, let their parents admonidi 
them in words (for thev are oy nature of authority sufficient 
for becoming their judges,) and let them say thus to them : 
^ That they cohabited together, not for the sake of pleasure 
nor for the augmentation of their riches, by joining both 
their stocks together, but that they might have children to 
take care c^ them in their old age, and might by them have 
what they then should want.** And say farther to him, 
^* That when thou wast bom we took thee up with glad- 
fiesB, and gave Grod the greatest thanks for thee, and brought 
thee up with great care, and spared for nothing that ap- 
peared useful for thy preservation, and for thy instruction m 
idiat was most excellent. And now, since it is reasonable 
to forgive the sins of those that are young, let it suffice 
tliee to have given so many indications of thy contempt of 
us, reform thyself, and act more wisely for the time to 
come; considering that God is displeased with those that 
are insolent towards their parents, because he is himself the 
fiither of the whole race of mankind, and seems to bear part 
of that dishonour which falls upon those that have the same 
name, when they do not meet with due returns from their 
diildren. And on such the law inflicts inexorable punish- 

* Here it b Kupponed, that thb ctpd?e*t huibuid, if ihe were before a marri. 
•d iPOBiaB, wai dead before, or mber wai flain in this very battle, oChcrwiae it 
wcmld have been adultery in him that married her. 
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incnt; of which punishment maycst thou never have the 
experience I ^ Now if the indolence of ^.6uog men be thus 
cured, let them escape the reproach which tlieir formec ^eri- 
rors deser\*ed, for by tliis means the lawgiver will appear to 
be good, and parents happy, while they never beholcl either 
a sou or a daughter brought to punislmient. But if it boDk- 
pen that these words and instructions conveyed by them m 
order to reclaim the man, appear to be useless, then the 
offender render the laws implacable enemies to the insolence 
he has offered his parents ; let him, tlierefore, be broudil 
forth^ by these very parents out of the city, with a miuti- 
tude following him, and let him be stoned; and when he 
has continued there for one whole day, that all the people 
may see him, let him be buried in die niglit. And thud it is 
tluLt wc bury all whom the laws condemn to die upon any 
account whatsoever. Let our enemies that fall in battle I)c 
also buried ; nor let any one dead body he above ground, or 
suffer a punishment beyond what justice requires. 

^. Let no one lend to any one of the Hebrews upon 
usury, neither usury of what is eaien or what is drunken ; 
for It b not just to make advantage of the misfortunes cf 
one of thv own countrymen ; but when thou hast been as- 
sistant to his necessities, think it tliv gain, if tbou.obtainest 
their gratitude to tlice, and withal Uiat reward whijclv^wiU 
oome to thee from God, for thy humanity towards liim. 

26. Tliosc who have borrowed either silver or any sort 
of fruits, whether, dry or wet, I mean this, when the Jewish 
afiairs shall, by the blessing of God, be. to their own mind, 
let the borrowers bring tbeui again, and restore them with 
pleasure to those who leut them, laying them, up, as it were, 
in their own treasfuries, and justly expecting to receive them 
thence if they sliall want them again. But if they be with- 
out shame, ami do not restore it, let not the lender gp. to the 
borrower's house, and take a pledge himself, before judg^ 
ment be given concern'mg it, but let him reijuire the pledge, 
and let the debtor bring it of himself, witliout the least op- 
position to him that conies upon him under the protection 
of the law. And if he that gave the pledge be rich, let the 
creditor retain it till wliat he lent be paid him again ; but 
if he be poor, let him that takes it return it before the going 
down of the sun, especially if the pledge be a garment, that 
the debtor muy Iiave it for a covenng in his sleep, God him. 
self naturally showing mercy to the poor. It is also not 
lawful to take u millstone, nor any utensil thereto bclongiiig, 

* Set' llcrod the (jrcu inMztiing un the execution oi tlii^ law, with relalioti to 
two (jf his own sodb, bdbrc thv jiid^ at ikryUi^ iVutiij. B. xvi, chap, xi, Mcu 
?j vol. ii. 
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^r a pledge, that the dcbtora may not be deprived of instru. 
gpents to get their food witbal» and lest they be undone by 
ibidr necessity. 

; 'Sn. Let death be the punishment for stealing a man ; but 
bis that hath purloined gold or silver, let him pay double. 
it any (me kill a man that is stealing something out of his 
bouse, let him be esteemed guiltless, although tlie man were 
only breaking in at the wall. Let him that hath stolen 
cattle pay fourfold what is lost, excepting the case of an ox, 
for whidi let the thief pay fivefold. Let him that is so poor 
that he cannot {lay what mulct is laid upon him, be his ser- 
jetait to whom he was adjudged to pay it. 

28. If any one be sold to one of liis own nation, let him 
serve him six years, and on the seventh let him go free ; but 
if he have a son by a woman servant, in his purchasers 
house, and if, on account of his good will to his master, 
^md his natural affecUon to his wife and children, he ;^ill be 
his servant still, let him be set free only at the coming of the 
year of jubilee, which is the fiftieth year, imd let him then 
taHe away with luni his children and wife, and let them bo 
finee also. 

: .39* If any one find gold or silver on tlic rood, let him 
Ifiquiiie after liiui that lost it, and make proclamation of the 
pLjce where he found it, and then restore it to him again, 
a9 i)ot thinking it right to make liis own profit by the loss 
of another. And the same rule is to be observed in cattle 
Ibund to have wandered away into a lonely place. If the 
pwner be not presently discovered, let him that is the finder 
Iteep it with himself, and appeal to God that he has not pur- 
hii|]^ what belongs to another. 

.. 3P. It is not lawful to pass by any beast that is in distress, 
when in a storm it is fallen down in the mire, but to endea- 
vour to preserve it, as having a sympathy witli it in its pain. 

SI. It is also a duty to show the roads to those who do 
not know them, and not to esteem it a matter for sport, 
.when we hinder others^ advantages by setting them in a 
wrong way. 

. 3S. In like manner, let no one revile a person blind or 
idumb. 

33. If men strive together, and there be no instrument 
of iron, let him that is smitten be avenged immediately, by 
inflicting the same punishment on him that smote him ; but 
ify when he is earned home, he lie sick many days, and 
then die, let him that smote him eiscape punishment; but 
if he that is smitten escape death, and yet be at great ex. 
pcnsc for his cure, the sniitcr shall pay for all that has been 
expended during the time of his sickness, and for all that 
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he has paid the physician. He that kicks a woman with 
child, so that the woman miscarry,* let him pay a fine in 
money, as the judges shall determine, as having diminished 
the multitude by the destruction of what was in her womb ; 
and let money also be given the woman^s husband by him 
diat kicked her ; but if die die of the stroke, let him also be 
put to death, the law judging it equitable that life should go 
for life. 

84. Let no one of the Israelites keep any poison "f* that 
may cause death or any other harm ; but if he be caught 
with it, let him be put to death, and suiFer the very same 
mischief that he would have brought upon them for whom 
the poison was prepared. 

35. He that nuumeth any one, let him undergo the like 
himself, and be deprived of the same member of which he 
hath deprived the other, ^ unless he that is maimed will ac- 
cept of money instead of it ; for the law makes the suflTerer 
the judge of the value of what he hath suffered, and permits 
him to estimate it, unless he will be more severe. 

36. Let him that is the owner of an ox which pudieth with 
his horn kill him ; but if he pushes and gores any one in the 
thrashing-floor, let him be put to death by stoning ; and let 
him not be thought fit for food; but if his owner be convicted 
as having known what his nature was, and hath not kepthifen 
up, let him also be put to death, as being the oocamon of the 
ox> having killed a man. But if the ox have killed a man. 
servant or a maid-servant, let him be stoned ; and let the 
owner of the ox pay thirty shekelsS to the master of him that 
was shun ; but if it be an ox that is thus smitten and killed, 
let both the oxen, that which smote the other, and that which 
was killed, be sold, and let the owners of them divifle their 
{Hice between them. 

37. Let those that dig a well or a pit be careful to lay 

* ^^hilo tnd othen appear to Iiaye undentood this law, Exodus xxi, 22, 23, 
better than Josephus, who seems to allow, that thougli the infknt in the iiiotlicr*^ 
womb, eiren after the mother were quick, and so the infant had a rational soul, 
were killed by the stroke upon the mother, yet if the mother escaped, the of- 
fender should only be fined, and not put to death ; while the law seems rather to 
mean, that if the infknt in that case be kiHed, though the mother escape, the of- 
fender must be put to death, and not only when the mother is killed, as Joscphvf 
understood it. It seems this was the expositioD of the Pharisees in the days of 
Josephus. 

•f IfVluU we render a witch^ according to our modem notions of witchcraft, 
Exodus xxii, 18, Philo and Josephus nnderrtood of a poisoner^ or one who at- 
tempted, by secret and unlawful drags or philtra, to take away the senses or the 
lives of men. 

X This permission of redeeming this penalty with money n not in our copies, 
Exod. xxi, 24, 25 ; IjCt. xxiv, 20 ; Deut xix, 21. 

§ We may here note, that 30 shiskels, the price our Saviour was sold fbr by 
Judas to the Jewa, Matt, xxvi, 15, xxvtt, 3, was the old value of a boug^ ser- 
vant, or slave, among that people. 
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plankft over them, and so keep them shut up, not in order to 
ninder any person from drawing water, but that there may 
be no danger of falling into them ; but if any onc^s beast fall 
into sudi a well or pit thus dieged, and not shut up, and pe- 
rish, kt the owner pay its prjice to the owner of the beast. 
Let there be a battlement round the tops of your houses in- 
atead of a wall, that may prevent any person from rolling 
down and perishing. 

S& Let him that has received any thing in trust for ano- 
ther take care to keep it as a sacred and divine thing ; and 
let no one invent any contrivance whereby to drorive him 
that hath intrusted it with him of the same, and this whether 
he be a man or a woman, no not although he or she were to 
gain an immense sum of cold, and this where he cannot be 
convicted of it by any body ; f<^ it is fit that a man^s own 
conscience, whicn knows what he hath, should in all cases 
oblige him to do well. Let this conscience be his witness, 
and make him always act so as may procure him commenda- 
tion from others ; but let him chiefly have regard to Grod, 
from whom no wicked man can lie concealed ; but if he in 
whom the trust was reposed, without any deceit of his own, 
lose what he* was intrusted withal, let him come before the 
seven judges, and swear by God, that nothing hath been lost 
willingly, or with a wicked intention, and that he hath not 
made use of any part thereof, and so let him depart without 
Uame ; but if he nath made use of the least part of what was 
oommitted to him, and it be lost, let him be condemned to 
nepay all that he had received, after the same manner as in 
Chese trusts it is to be, if any one defraud those that undergo 
bodily labour for him. And let it be always remembered, 
that we are not to defraud a poor man of his wages, as being 
sensible that Grod has allottea these wages to him instead of 
land and other possessions ; nay, this payment is not at all to 
be delayed, but to be made that very day, since God is not 
willing to deprive the labourer of the immediate use of what 
be hath laboured for. 

99. You arc not to punish children for the faults of thrir 
parents, but, on account of their own virtue, rather to vouch- 
safe them commiseration, because they were born of wicked 
parents, than hatred, because they were bom of bad ones. 
Nor indeed ought we to impute the sin of children to their 
fathers, while young persons indulge themselves in many 
practices different from what they have been instructed in, 
and this by their proud refusal or such instruction. 

40. Let those that have made themselves eunuchs be had 
in 'detestation ; and do you avoid any conversation with them 
who have deprived themselves of their manhood, and of that 
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fruit of generation which God has given to men for the iq- 
crease of their kind. Let such be driven away, as if they 
had killed tlieir children, since they beforehand have lost 
what sliould procure them ; for evidient it is, that while their 
soul is become effeminate, they have withal transfused that 
effeminacy to their body also. In like manner do you treat 
all that is of a monstrous nature when it is looked on ; nor is 
it lawful to geld* either men or any other animals. 

41. Let this be the consitution of your political laws in 
time of peace ; and God will be so merciful as to preserve 
this excellent settlement free from disturbance. And may 
-that time never come which may innovate any thing, and 
change it for the contrary. But since it nnist needs happen 
that mankind fall into troubles and dangers, either unde- 
signedly or intentionally, come, let us make a few constitu- 
tions concerning them, that so being apprized beforehand 
what ought to be done, you may have saUitary counsels ready 
when you want them, and may not then be obliged to eo to 
seek what is to be done, and so be unprovided, and fallinto 
dangerous circumstances. May you be a laborious peqple, 
and exercise your soids in virtuous actions, and thereby pos- 
sess and inherit the land without wars, while neither any 
foreigners make war upon it, and so afflict you, nor any 
internal sedition seize upon it, whereby you may do things 
that are contrary to your fathers, and so lose the laws which 
they have estobfishea. And may you continue in the obaer- 
vaUon of those laws which God hath approved of and hath 
delivered to you. Let all sort of warlike operations, whether 
they befal you now in your own time, or hereafter in the 
times of your posterity, be done out of your own borders. 
But when you are about to go to war, send embassages and 
heralds to those wlio are your voluntary enemies ; for it is a 
right thing to make use of words to them before you come to 
your weapons of war; and assure them thereby, that although 
you have a numerous army, with horses and weapons, and 
alKJve these, a God merciful to you and ready to assist you, 
you do however desire them not to compel you to nght 
against tlicrai, nor to take from them what they have, which 
will indeed be our gain, but what they will have no reason to 
wish we should take to ourselves. And if they hearken to 
you, it will be proper for you to keep peace with them ; but 
if they trust on their own strength, as sui)erior to yours, and 
will not do you juUice, lead your army against them, making 

* Tliis law against cablration, even of brutes, is said to be so rigorous else- 
where as to inflict deatli on him tliat does it, which t>eenis only a Pharisaical in- 
terpriAaOon in llic ^Kfji of Joscphus ot' that law, licv. xxi, 20, and xxii, 24- ; only 
we Buiy heacse otakecve, that tlte Jews could tJien have no oxen which arc gdi, 
but only bulls and cows, in Judca. 
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use of God a^ your supreme oonunander, but ordaining for a 
lieutenant under him one tfaat is of the greatest courage 
among you ; for these different commanders, besides their 
being an obstacle to acUons that are to be done on. the 
sudden, are a disadvantage to those that make use of them. 
Lead an army pure, and of chosen men, composed of all 
Mich as haVe extraordinary strength of body and hardiness of 
soul ) but do you send away the timorous part, lest they run 
away in the time of action, and so afford an advantage to your 
enemies. Do you also eive leave to those that have lately 
built them houses, und have not yet lived in them a years 
lime ; and to tliose tliat have planted them vineyards, and 
have not yet been partakers of their fruits^ to continue in 
theijr own country ; as well as those also who have betrothed 
or lately married them wives, lest they have such an affection 
for these things that tliey be too sparing of their lives, and 
by reserving themselves for these enjoyments, .they become 
volimtary cowards [on account of their wives]. 

48. When you have pitched your camp, take care that you 
do nothing that is cruel. And when you are engaged in a 
nege, and want timber for the making of warlike engines, do 
not you render the land naked by cuttmg down trees thiit bear 
fruit, but spare them, as considering that they were made fiir 
the benefit of men ; and that if they could speak, they would 
have a just plea against you, because, though they are not oo-. 
% casions of the war, they are unjustly treated, and suffer in it^ 
and would, if they were able, remove themselves into another 
land. When you have beaten your enemies in battle, slay 
those that have fought against you ; but preserve the others 
alive, that they may pay you tnbute, excepting the nation of 
the Canaanites, for as to that people you must entirely de^ 
stroy them. 

43. Take care, especially in your battles, that no Woman 
use the habit of a man, nor man the garment of a woman. 

44. This Avas the form of political government which was 
left us by Moses. Moreover he had already delivered laws 
in writing,* in the fortieth year, [after they came out of 
Egypt,] concerning which wc will discourse in another book. 
But now on the following days (for he called them to as- 
semble continually) he delivered blessinfi^s to them, and curses 
upon those that should not live according to the laws, but 
should transgress the duties that were determined for them 
to observe. After this, he read to them a poetic song. Which 
was composed in hexameter verse ; and left it to them in the 
holy booK : it contained a prediction of what was to come to 
pass afterward. Agreeably whereto all things have happened 

* These laws seem to be those above mentioned, sect 4>, of this chapter. 
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all alotuf, and do still happen to us ; and wherrin he has not 
at all deviated from the truth. Accordingly he delivered 
these books to the priests,* with the ark ; into which he alao 
put the ten commandmenta, written on two tobies. He de- 
livered to them the tabernacle also ; and exhorted the people 
that when they had conquered the land, and were settied in 
it, they should not forget the injuries <^ the Amalekites, but 
nuke war against them, and inflict punishment upon then 
for what mischief they did them when they were in the wil- 
derness ; and that when they had got poesesnon of the land 
of the Conaanites, and when they had destroyed the whde 
multitude of its inliabitants, as they oug^it to do, they should 
erect an altar that should face the rising sun, not far from 
the city of Shcchem, between the two mountains, that at 
Gerislm ntuate on the right hand, and that called Ebal on 
the left ; and that the army should be so divided that six 
tribes should stand upon each of the two mountains, and 
with them the Leviies and the priests. And that first, thoae . 
that were upon Mount Gerizim should pray for the best 
blesmngs upon those who were diligent about the worship of 
God and ttie observation of his laws, and who did not reject 
what Moses had said to them ; while the other wished them 
all manner of happiness also. And when these lost put up 
the like prayers, tlie former praised them. After this, curses 
were denounced upon those that should trantigress those laws, 
they answering one another alternately, by way of confirma. 
tion of what hiul been said. Moses also wrote their blessings 
and thdr curses, that they might learn them so thuroughly 
that they might never be forgotten by length of time. And 
when he was ready to die, he wrote these blesxings and curses 
upon the altar-|- on each side of it ; where lie says also the 
people stood, and then sacrificed and ofTerinl burnt-offerings, 
though after that day they never offered upon it any other 
sacrifice ; for it was not lawful so to ilo. These are Ine can- 
sUtutions of Moses ; and the Hebrew nation still live accord- 
iag to them. 

45. On the next day, Moses called tlic people together, 
with the women and children, to a congr^raiion, so as tlie 
very slaves were present also, tliat they might engage theni- 
•dvn to the obaervation of these laws by oath ; and that, duly 
cindering the meaning of God in ttirm, tliey might not, 
■"'•' — 't favour of tlieu- kindn-d, or out of fear of any one, 
' ' r any motive whatsoe^'cr, think any thing ought 
w delifntd to the pricsUi, icc the note in Anliq. B. 
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to be preferred to these laws, and so might transgress them : 
that in case any one of their own blood, or any city, should 
attempt to oomound or dissolve their constitution of govern- 
ment, they should take vengeance upon them, both all in 
general, and eadi person in particular ; and when they had 
oooquered them, should overturn their dty to the very foun- 
daliom, and, if possible^ should not leave the least footsteps 
of such madness. But that if they were not able to taxe 
nach vengeance, they should still demonstrate that what was 
dfloe was contrary to their wills. So the multitude bound 
themselves by oath so to do. 

46. Moses taught them also by what means their sacrifices 
nigfat be the most acceptable to Gkxl ; and how they should 
go forth to war, making use of the stones* [in the high- 
piiest^s bresst-plate] for meir direction, as I have befinre sig- 
nified. Joshua also prophesied while Moses was present. 
And when Moses had recapitulated whatsoever he had done 
for the preservation of the peqple, both in their wars and in 
peace, and had composed them a body of laws, and procured 

• them an excellent form of government, he foretold, as God 
had declared to him, << That if they transgressed that institu- 
tion for the worship of Grod, they should experience the fol- 
loiring nuseries : Tneir land should be full of weapons of war 
fiom their enemies, and thar cities should be overthrown, 
and their temple should be burned ; that they should be sold 
tat slaves to such men as would have no pity on them in 
their afflictions ; that they would then repent, when that re- 

?!ntance would no way profit them unoier their sufferings, 
et, said he, will that God who founded your nation, restore 
your cities to your citizens, with their triple also ; and you 
shall lose these advantages not once only, but often.^ 

47. Now when Moses had encouraged Joshua to lead out 
the army against the Canaanites, by telling him that God 
would assist him in all his undertakings, and had blessed the 
whole multitude, he stud, *^ Since I am ffoing to my forefa- 
thers, and God has determined that this should be the day of 
my departure to them, I return him thanks, while I am still 
alive and present with you, for that providence he hath 
exerdsed over you, which hath not only delivered us from 
the miseries we lay under, but hath bestowed a state of pros- 

* Dr. Bernard well observes here, how uiifortunste this neglect o£ consulting 
the Urim was to Joshua himself, in the case of the Uibeonites, who put a trick 
vpon him, and' ensnared hin^ together with the rest of the Jewish rulers, with a 
•olonn oath to preserve them, contrary to his oonwiission to extirpate all the Ca- 
naanites root and branch ; which oath he and the other rulers ne^-er durst break. 
See Scripture Politics, p. 55, 56. And this snare tbey were brought into, because 
they ^' did not ask counsel at the mouth of the Lord.'' Jos. ix, U. 
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in-rity ii])r>n u.i; oa aim, that lit- hath attdMed me in the pains 
: UNfk, anil in all the (xmtriToncm I had in my care about 
yoii, in onlrr tn licttvr ynur condition, and hath on all occs- 
Mons tthowc-d himself farourafalc t<i us; or rather he it nas 
who fimt conducted our aR'airs, and brought them to an hap- 
py oonclu*ion, by making use of tne a* a vicarious genenU un- 
<ler him, and an a minister in those matters vhcrein he was 
willing to do you good. On which account I think it proper 
lo lilcfH tliat divine Pownr which will take care of you for 
the time to come, and this in order to repay that det>t which 
i (iw(- liim, and to leave behind me a tncmoria! that we are 
ohligL'd Ifli wofHhip and lionoiir him, and to keep those laws 
which arc tlie moKt excellent gitY of all those lie tiath already 
lN<t>lowed upon ua, or which, if he continue favourable to us, 
he will bestow u]mn us liervnfter. Ccrtunly a.human legisla- 
tor is n terrible enemy, when his laws are aflronted, aiid are 
mode lo no purpose. And m.ay you never experience that 
diNplensure of OihI which will lie the consequence of the ne^ 
gleet uf theite his lawn, which he, who is your Creator, hath 
p{iven y"iu." 

48. 'When Mows had spoken ihiis at the end of his life, 
and linil fon'told what would befal to every one of their 
IriK^s* afterward, with the addition of a blessing to tlmn, ihe 
nnrliitiuli' foil into tears, insotnurh that even the women, In- 
Iwiiiinc their Invasts, made inanifest the deep eonrern dwV 
hud when he was about lo die. Tiie children also lamenletl 
still more, ns not able to contain their grief: and them-bv 
dcdnm). that even at their age they were isensible of liJs 
vinui* nud niifrhty dci'ds; nnd truly there seemed to he a 
strife lietu'oi'n the voimg and the oh), who should mo«t grieve 
fi>r him. The ol(t grieved. Ixvouw ihey know what a rarvful 
protcetor tliey were to be di-prived of. nnd so lameoteil ihtir 
future state; but the ^^ung grieved, not only for that. Init 
alM> l>ocause it so happened that they wtre to lie left by him 
before they had wi-ll tasted of his virtue. Now one mav 
m^e a gyiets at tin- ovcoss of this sorrow and lamentation of' 
Uw multitude, fnim what happenctl lolho legislator himself; 
fcr although he was always [x-csuadcd that ne onsht not tn 
be OM duwn lu the appmaeh of death. »nce the umtergran" 
.ji^,«»s a,gtnnlkle tn the wit) of God and the law t^ naiurv. 
' c pwiple did so overbore- him. ih.it he wtpi liim. 
m be wetil ihenee to thi> place whore he wa.- m 
f tbivaghi, they all follownl .-^fiir liiiu uixping; 

rt wmro n« hw, w is mnt nLiLiillj f W «; rjiiij^.. mij a>- 
n *kf ton, nnii. \i.iiiL B, th«[ >i nw* !ir«-iL i ■ rn otii oi 
It i> fvidnt Oaa Sinmn « w nm raiiinn* !- i -- r.i|^. ■< -: 
A tn rar Hchm and ^iiiUTitBi. rapir^ 
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but Moses beckoned with his hand to those that were remote 
from him, and bid them stay behind in quiet, while he ex- 
horted those that were near to lum that they would not render 
his departure so lamentable. Whereupon they thought they 
ought to grant him that favour, to let him depart according 
as he himself desired, so they restrained themselves, though 
weepng still towards one another. All thG^ who aooonw 
panied nim were the senate, and Eleazar the high-priest, and 
Joshua their commander. Now as soon as they were come 
to the mountain called Abarim^ (which is a very hi^h moun- 
tain flituate over agidnst Jericho, and one that afford to such 
as are upon it a prospect of the greatest part of the excellent 
land of Canaan,) he dismissed the senate; and as he was going 
to embrace Eleazar and Joshua, and was still discoursing 
with them, ft doud stood over him on the sudden^ and he dis- 
appeared in a certidn valley, although he wrote in the holy 
books that he died, which was done out of fear lest they 
should venture to say, that, because of his extraordinary virtue^ 
he went to Grod. 

49* Now Moses lived in all one hundred and twenty years; 
a third part of which time, abating one month, he was the 
people^s ruler. And he died on the last month of the year, 
which is called by the Macedonians DystruSj but by us Adar^ 
on the first day of the month. He was one that exceeded all 
men that ever were in understanding, and made the best use 
of what that understanding suggested to him. He had a very 
graceful way of speaking, in addressing himself to the multi- 
tude ; and as to his other qualifications, he had such a full 
command of his passions, as if he hardly had any such in his 
soul, and only knew them by their names, as rather perceiv- 
ing them in other men than in himself. He was also such a 
general of an army as is seldom seen, as well as such a pro- 
phet as was never known, ^d this to such a degree, that 
whatsoever he pronounced you would think you heard the 
voice of God himself. So the people mournecf for him thirty 
days. Nor did ever any grief so deeply aflect the Hebrews 
as did this upon the death of Moses ; nor were those that had 
experienced his conduct the only persons that desired him, 
but those also that perused the laws he left behind him had 
a strong desire after him, and by them gathered the extraor- 
dinary virtue he was master of. And this shall sufiice for 
the declaration of the manner of the death of Moses. 
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BOOK V. 



Containing the Interval of Four Hundred and Sevewtjf^ix 

Years. 



FROM THE DEATH OP M 08B8 TO THE DEATH OF ELI. 

CHAP. I. 

How Joshua^ the Commander of ihe Hebrews^ made War 
with the CaiumniteSf and overcame tJiem^ and destroyed 
them, and divided their Land by lot to the Tribes oflsraeL 

§ 1. When Moses was taken away from among men, in the 
manner already described, and when all the solemnities be- 
lonring to the mourning for him were finished, and the sorrow 
for fiim was over, Joshua commanded the multitude to get 
themselves ready for an expedition. He also sent spies tb 
Jericho, to discover what forces they had, and what were 
their intentions, but he put his camp in order, as intending 
soon to pass over Jordan at a proper season. And calling to 
him the rulers of the tribe of Reubel, and the governors of 
the tribe of Gad, and [the half-tribe of] Manasseh, for half 
of this tribe had been permitted to hftve their habitation in 
the country of the Amorites, which was the seventh part of 
the land of Canaan,* he put them in mind what they had 
promised Moses ; and he exhorted them, that for the sake of 
the care that Moses had taken of them, who had never been 
weary of taking pains for them, no, not when he was dying, 
and for the sake of the public welfare, they would prepare 

* The Amorites were one of the seyen nations of Canaan. Hence Reland it 
wining to suppose, that Josephus did not here mean that their land beyond Jor« 
dan was a seventh part of the whole land of Canaan, but meant the Amoritet at 
a seventh nation. Hit reason is, that Josephus, as well as our Bible, genenUj 
dittingnith the land beyond Jordan from the land of Canaan ; nor can it be 
denied, that in strictness they were different ; yet after two tribes and a half of 
the twelye tribes came to inherit it, it might, in a general way altogether, be wdl 
included under the land of Canaan, or Palestine, or Judea ; of which we hvrt a 
dear example here before us in Josephus, whose words evidently imply, that tak- 
ing the whole land of Canaan, or that inhabited by all the twelve tribes together, 
and parting it into seven parts, the part beyond Jordan was in quantity of ground 
one-seventh part of the whole. And this well enough agrees to Reland*s own 
map of that country, although this land beyond Jordui was so peculiarly fhiitful 
and good for pasturage, as &e two tribes uid a half took notice, Numb, xxzii, 1, 
4, 16, that it maintained about a fifth part of the whole people. 
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themselves, and readily perform what they had promised ; so 
he took fifty thousand of them, who followed him, and he 
marched from Abila to Jordan, sixty furlongs. 

2. Now when he had pitched his camp, the spies came to 
him immediately, well acquainted with the whole state of the 
Canaanites : for at first, before they were at all discovered, 
thcgr took a full view of the city Jencho without disturbance, 
and saw which parts of the walls were strong, and which 
parts were otherwise, and indeed insecure, and which of the 
gates were so weak as might afibrd an entrance to their army. 
Now those that met them took no notice of them when they 
saw them, and supposed they were only strangers, who used 
to be very curious in observing every thing in the city, and 
did not take them for enemies ; but at even they retired to a 
Dertain inn that was near to the wall, whither they went to 
eat their supper ; which supper when they had done, and 
were considering how to get away, information was given to 
the king as he was at supper, that there were some persons 
oome from the Hebrews^ camp to view the city as spies, and 
that they were in the inn kept by Rahab, and were very soli- 
<ntou8 that they might not be discovered ; so he sent imme- 
diately some to them, and commanded to catch them, and 
brin^ them to him, that he might examine them by torture, 
and Team what their business was there. As soon as Rahab 
understood that these messengers were coming, she hid the 
qjiea under stalks of flax, which were laid to dry on the top 
ex her house ; and said to the messengers that were sent by 
the king, that certain unknown strangers had supped with 
her a little before sun-setting, and were gone away, who might 
easily be taken, if they were any terror to the city, or likely 
to bnnff any danger to the king : so these messengers, being 
thus* deluded by the woman, and suspecting no imposition^ 
vent their ways, without so much as searching the mn, but 

* It plainly appean bj the history of these spies, and the innkeeper Rahab*s 
dteq^tion of the king of Jericho*8 messengers, by telling them what was false, in 

~ nr to save the lives of the spies, and yet the great commendation of her faith 
good works in the New Testament, Heb. xi, 31 ; Jam. ii, 25, as well as by 
ij other parallel examples both in the Old Testament, and in Jos^hus, that 
Ab bat men did not then scruple to deceive those public enemies, who might 
jnHly be destroyed ; as also might deceive ill men in order to save life, and deliver 
tli^i7«j»l » »« {torn the tyranny of their unjust oppressors, and this by telling direct 
Mwhoods ; I mean aU this where no oath was demanded of them, otherwise they 
■efcr duist venture od such a procedure. Nor was Josephus himself of any other 
opfaiion or practice, as I shall remark in the note on Antiq. B. ix, chap, iv, secL 
3| and observe, that I still call this woman Rahab, an innkcrper^ not a harlot^ 
dM whole history both in our copies, and especially in Josephus, implying no 
Boni It was, indeed, so frequent a thing, that women who were innkeepers 
MK also harlots, or maintainers of harlots, that the word commonly used for real 
hniott was usually given them. See Dr. Bemard*s note here, and Judges xi, 1, 
ind Antiq. B. t, ch. Tii, sect 8. 
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tbey immediately pursued them along those roads which they 
most probably supposed them to have gone, and those parti- 
cularly which lea to the river, but could hear no tidings of 
•them ; so they left off the pains of any farther pursuit. But 
when the tumult was oyer, Rahab brought the men down, 
and desired them, as soon as they should haye obtained pos- 
sesnmi of die land of Canaan, when it would be in their power 
to make her amends for her preservaUon of them, to remem- 
ber what danger she had undergone for their sakes ; for that 
if she had been caught concealing them, she could not have 
escaped a terrible destruction, she and all her family with her, 
and so bid them go home ; and desired them to swear to 
her, to preserve her and her family, when they should take 
the dty, and destroy all its inhabitants, as they had decreed 
to do; for so far she said she had been assured by those 
divine miracles of which she had been informed. So these 
spies acknowledged that they owed her thanks for what she 
had done alreaoy, and withal swore to requite her kindness, 
not only in words, but in deeds : but they gave her this ad« 
vice, that when she should perceive that the city was about 
to be taken, she should put ner goods and all her family, by 
way oi security, in her inn, and to hang out scarlet threads 
beiore her doors, [or windows,] that the commander of the 
Hebrews might know her house, and take care to do her no 
harm ; for, said they, we will inform him of this matter, be- 
cause of the concern thou hast had to preserve us. But if 
any one of thy family fall in the battle, do not thou blame 
us ; and we beseech thai God, by whom we have sworn, not 
then to be displeased with us, as though we had broken our 
oaths. So these men, when they had made this agreement, 
went away, letting themselves down by a rope from the wall, 
and escaped, and came and told their own people whatsoever 
they had done in thdr journey to this dty. Joshua also told 
Eleazar the high-priest, and the senate, what the spies had 
sworn to Rahab, who confirmed what had been sworn. 

8. Now while Joshua the commander was in fear about 
their passing over Jordan, for the river ran with a strong 
current, and could not be passed over with bridges, for there 
never had been bridges laid over it hitherto, and while he 
suspected that if he should attempt to make a bridge, that 
the enemies would not afford him time to perfect it, and for 
ferry-boats they had none, God promised so to dispose of the 
river that they might pass over it, and that by taking away 
the main part of its waters. So Joshua, after two days, 
caused the army and the whole multitude to pass over in the 
manner following : the priests went first of all, having the ark 
with them ; then went tne Levites bearing the tabernacle and 
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the vessels that belonged to the sacrifices ; after which the 
entire multitude followed according to their tribes, having 
their children and their wives in the nudst of them, as being 
afraid for them lest they should be borne away by the stream. 
But as soon as the priests had entered the river first, it ap- 
peared fordable, the depth of the water being restrained, and 
the sand appearing at the bottom, because fhe current wai 
neither so strong nor so swift as to carry it away by its foroe^ 
so they all passed over the river without fear, finding it to be 
in the very same state as God had foretold he would put it 
in ; but the priests stood still in the midst of the river till the 
multitude should be passed over, and should get to the tiiore 
in safety ; and when all were gone over, the priests came 
out also, and permitted the current to run freely as it used to 
do before. Accordingly the river, as soon as the Hebrews 
were come out of it, arose again presently, and came to its 
own proper magnitude as before. 

4. So the Hebrews went on farther fifty furlongs, and 
pitched their camp at the distance of ten furlongs from Jeri* 
cho. But Joshua built an altar of those stones which all the 
heads of the tribes, at the command of the prophet, had taken 
out of the deep, to be afterwards a memorial of the division 
of the stream of this river, and upon it ofiered sacrifice to 
God; and in that place celebrated the passover, and had 
great plenty of all the things which they wanted hitherto, for 
they reaped the com of the Canaanites, which was now ripe, 
and tooK other things as prey, for then it was that their for- 
mer food, which was manna, and of which they had eaten 
forty years, failed them. 

5. Now while the Israelites did this, and the Canaanites 
did not attack them, but kept themselves quiet within their 
own walls, Joshua resolved to besiege them. So on the first 
day of the feast [of the passover] the priests carried the ark, 
round about which was some part of the armed men, to be a 
guard to it. These priests went forward, blowing with their 
seven trumpets ; and exhorted the army to be oi good cou- 
rage, and went round about the city, with the senate follow- 
ing them ; and when the priests nad only blown with the 
trumpets, for they did nothing more at all, they returned to 
the camp. And when they had done this for ^x days, on the 
seventh Joshua gathered the armed men and all the people 
together, and told them this good tiding, that the city should 
now be taken, since God would on that day give it them, by 
the falling down of the walls, and this of their own accora, 
and without their labour. However, he charged them to kill 
every one they should take, and not to abstain from the 
slaughter of their enemies, either for weariness or for pity. 
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and not to fall on the spoil, and be thereby diverted from 
pursuing thdr enemies, as they ran away ; but to destroy all 
the animals, and to take nothing for their own peculiar ad« 
vantage. He commanded them also to bring together all 
the silver and gold, that it might be set apart as nrst fruits 
unto God out of this glorious exploit, as having gotten them 
ttom the city they first took ; only that they shoiud save Ba* 
faab and her kindred alive, because of the oath which the 
gpies had sworn to her. 

6. When he had said this, and had set his army in order, 
he brought it against the city. So they went round the city 
again, tibe ark going before them, and the priests encourag- 
ing the people to be zealous in the work ; and when they had 
gone rouncl it seven times, and had stood still a litde, the. 
wall fell down, while no instruments of war, nor any other 
force, was applied to it by the Hebrews. 

7. So they entered into Jericho, and slew all the men that 
were therein, while they were affrighted at the surprising 
overthrow of the walls, and their courage wi^ become use- 
less, and they were not able to defend themselves ; so they 
were slain, and their throats cut, some in the ways, and others 
as caugiit in their houses ; nothing afforded them assistance, 
but they all perished, even to the women and the children, 
and the city was filled with dead bodies, and not one person 
escaped. They also burnt the whole city, and the country 
about it ; but they saved alive Rahab, with her family, who 
had fled to her mn. And when she was brought to lum, 
Joshua owned to her that they owed her thanks for her pre^ 
servation of the spies. So he said he would not appear to 
be behind her in his benefaction to her ; whereupon ne gave 
her certmn lands immediately, and had her in great esteem 
ever afterwards. 

8. And if any part of the city escaped the fire, he over- 
tbAw it from the foundation ; and he denounced a* curse 
against its inhabitants, if any one should desire to rebuild it, 
how, upon his laying the foundation of the walls, he should 
be deprived of his eldest son, and, upon finishing it, he should 

* UpoD occanon of this devoting of Jericho to destruction, and the exemplary 
paniahment of Adior, who broke that cherem or anat^iemoy and of the puniah- 
ment of the future breaker of it, HieL 1 Kings xvi, 34 ; as also of the puniah- 
ment of Saul, for breaking the like cherem or anathema, against the Amaldutes, 1 > 
Sam. XT, we may observe what was the true meaning of that law, Lev. xxvii, 
88. *' None devoted, which shall be devoted of men, shall be redeemed ; but 
than surely be put to death,'* L e. whenever any of ^he Jews* public enemies had 
been, for Uieir wickedness, solemnly devoted to destruction, according to the di.. 
vine command, as were generally the seven wicked nations of Canaan, and those 
sinners the Amalekites, 1 Sam. xv, 18, it was uttesdy unlawful to permit those 
tnemies to be redeemed, but they wers to be all utterly dcstroyecL See also 
Numb, xxii, 2, 3. 
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lo8e his youngest son. But what happened hereupon we shall 
qpeak of hereafter. 

9. Now there was an immense quantity of silver and gold, 
and besides those, of brass also, that was neaped together out 
of the city when it was taken, no one transgressing the de- 
cree, nor purloining for their own peculiar advantage ; which 
■poils Josnua delivered to the priests, to be laid up amoi^ 
weir treasures. And thus did Jericho perish. 

10. But there was one* Adtar^ the son [of Charroi, the 
son] of Zebedias, of the tribe of Judah, who, finding a royal 
garment woven entirely of gold, and a piece of gold that 
wdgbed-f two hundred shekels ; and thinking it a very hard 
case, that what spoils he, by running some hazard, had found, 
he must give away, and offer it to God, who stood in no 
need of it, while he that wanted it must go without it, made 
a deep ditch in his own tent, and laid them up therein, as 
supposing he should not only be concealed from his fellow. 
KMOiers, but from God himself also. 

11. Now the place where Joshua pitched his camp was 
called Gilffoli which denotes^ liberty; for since now they 
had passed over Jordan, they looked on themselves as freed 
from the miseries which they had undergone from the Egypw 
tians, and in the wilderness. 

12. Now a~ few days after the calamity that befel Jericho, 
Joshua sent three thousand armed men to take Ai, a city si- 
tuate above Jericho ; but upon the sight of the people of Ai, 
with them they were driven back, and lost thirty-six of their 
men. When this was told the Israelites, it made them very 
sad, and exceeding disconsolate, not so much because of the 
rdation the men that were destroyed bare to them, though 
those that were destroyed were all good men, and deserved 
their esteem, as by the despair it occasioned ; for while they 
believed that they were alroidy, in effect, in possession of the 
land, and should bring back the army out ofthe battles with- 
out loss, as God had promised beforehand, they now saw un- 

*. That the name of this chief wan not Achan^ as in the common copies, but 
Achar^ as here in Joeephus, and in the Apostdlical Coostitut. B. irii, ch. ii, and 
cliewhefe, is evident by the allusion to that name in the cune of Joshua,— 
*^ Why hast thou troubled us ? The Lord shall trouble thee ;** where the He- 
brew words allude only to the name Achat, but not Acfmn, Accordingly, this 
valley of Achar, or Adior, was and is a known place, a litUe north of Gilgal, 
•o called from the days of Joshua till this day. See Josh, vii, 26 ; Isa. Uv, 
10 ; llos. ii, 15, and Dr. Bernard's notes here. 

-f Here Dr. Bernard very justly observes, that a few words are dropped out 
of Josephus*8 copies, on account of the repetition of the word thckehy and that 
H ought to be read thus, ^< A piece of gold that weighed 50 shekeLs, and one of 
ijlvcr that weighed 200 shekels,** as in our other copies, Josh, vii, 21. 

i I agree here with Dr. Bernard, and approve of Josephu8*s interpretation of 
G^al toe Hbcrttf. See Joah. r, 9. 
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ezpectedly their enemies bold with success ; so they put sack^ 
doth over their garments, and continued in tears and lamow 
tation all the day, without the least inquiry after food, but 
laid what had happened greatly to heart. 

13. When Joshua saw the army so much a£9icted, and pos- 
sessed with fin'ebodings of evil as to their whole expedition, 
I^ used freedom with God, and said, ^' We are not come 
thus far out of any rashness of our own, as though we thought 
omrselves able to subdue this land with our own weapons, 
but at the instigation of Moses thy servant for this purpose, be- 
cause thou hast promised us by many signs, that thou wouldst 
give us this land for a possession, and that thou wouldst make 
our army always superior in war to our enemies, and accord* 
ingly some success has already attended upon us, agreeably 
to thy promises ; but because;we have now unexpectedly been 
foilea, and have lost some men out of our army, we are 
grieved at it, as fearing what thou has promised us, and what 
Moses foretold us, cannot be depended on by us ; and our 
future expectation troubles us tne more, because we have 
met with such a disaster in this our first attempt. But do 
thou, O Lord, free us from these suspicions, for thou art able 
lo find a cure for these disorders, by giving us victory, which 
will both take away the grief we are in at present, and prevent 
our distrust as to what is to come.^ 

14. These intercessions Joshua put up to God, as he lay 

E rostrate on his face ; whereupon God answered him, ^' That 
e should rise up, and purify his host from the pollution that 
had got into it ; tfiat things consecrated to me nave been im- 
pudently stolen from me ; and that this has been the occasion 
why this defeat had happened to them ; and that when they 
should search out, and punish the offender, he would ever 
take care they should have the victory over their enemies.*** 
This Joshua told the people; and calling for Eleazar the 
high-priest, and the men in authority, he cast lots, tribe by 
trSoe ; and when the lot showed that this wicked action was 
done by one of the tribe of Judah, he then again proposed 
the lot to the several families thereto belonging ; so the truth 
of this wicked action was found to belong to the family of 
Zachar ; and when the inquiry was made, man by man, they 
took Achar, who, upon God^s reducing him to a terrible ex^. 
tremity, could not deny the fact So he confessed the theft, 
and produced what he had taken in the midst of them; 
whereupon he was immediately put to death ; and attained 
no more than to be buried in the night, in a disgraceful 
manner, and such as was suitable to a condemned malefactor. 

15. Wh^n Joshua had thus purified the host, he led them 
against Ai ; and having by night laid an ambush round about 
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( city, he attacked the enemies as soon as it was day ; but 
they advanced boldly against the Israelites, because of 
AT K>rmer victory, he made them believe he retired, and 

that means drew them a great way from the city, they 
ll supposing that they were pursuing their enemies, and 
ipbed them, as though the case had been the same with 
It in the former battle ; after which Joshua ordered his 
lees to turn about, and placed them against their front. 
s then made the signals agreed upon to those that lay in 
ibuahy and so excited them to fight ; so they ran suddenly 
;o the city, the inhabitants being upon the wsJls, nay, others 

them being in perplexity, and coming to see those that 
}ie without the gates. Accordingly these men took the 
y, and slew all that they met with ; but Joshua forced 
oae that came against him to come to a close fight, and 
soomfited them, and made them run away ; and when they 
sre driven towards the city, and thought it hud not been 
ached, as soon as they saw it was taken, and perceived it 
IS burned, with their wives and children, they wandered 
lOUt in the fields in a scattered condition, and were no way 
lie to defend themselves, because they had none to support 
em. Now when this calamity was conic upon the men of 
^ there were a great number of children, and women, and 
rvants, and an immense quantity of other furniture. The 
!ehrews also took herds of cattle and a great deal of money, 
r this was a rich country. So when Joshua came to GiU 
df he divided all these spoils among the soldiers. 
16. But the Gibeonites, who inhabited very near to Jeru- 
lem, when they saw what miseries had happened to the 
habitants of Jericho, and to those of Ai, and suspected 
lat the like sore calamity would come as far as themselves, 
ley did not think fit to ask for mercy of Joshua, for they 
ipposed they should find little mercy from him, who made 
ar that he might entirely destroy the nation of the Ca- 
lanites, but they invited the people of Cephirah and Kiri- 
hjearim, who were their neighbours, to jom in league with 
lem; and told them, that neither couid they themselves 
foid tlie danger they were all in, if the Israelites should pre- 
snt them, and seize upon them. So when they had per- 
laded them, they resolved to endeavour to escape the forces 
f the Israelites. Accordingly, upon their agreement to what 
ley proposed, they sent ambassadors to Joshua, to make a 
ague of friendship with him, and those such of the citizens 
I were best approved of, and most capable of doing what 
as most advantageous to the multitude. Now these am- 
ftssadors thought it dangerous to confess tliemselves to be 
^anaanites, but thought they might, by this contrivance, 
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avoid the danger, namely, l^ sayiiw that they bare bo rela- 
tion to the Canaanites at all, but dwelt at a very great dii- 
tance from them ; and they said further, that they cfms a 
long way on account of the reputation he had gained for his 
virtue; and as a mark at the truth of what they mi, they 
showed him the halnt they were in ; for that their clothes 
were new when they came out, but were greatly w<»ti by the 
length of time they had been in their journey ; for indeed 
they took torn garmeits, on purpose that they might make 
him believe bo. So they stood in the midst of the pec^de, 
and said, that they were sait by the people of Gibeon, and 
of the circumjacent cities, which were very remote from the 
land wliere they now were, to make such a league of friend- 
ship with them, and this on such condititms as were customary 
among their forefatliers ; for when they understood, that by 
the favour of God, and his gift to them, they were to have 
. the possession of the land of Canaan bestowed upon them, 
they said, that they were very glad to hear it, and desired to 
be admitted into the number of tfieir citizens. Thus did these 
ambassadors speak ; and showing them the marks of thor 
long journey, they entreated the Hebrews to make a league 
of friendship with them. Accordingly, Joshua believing 
what they said, that they were not of the nation i^ the Ca- 
naanites, entered into friendship with them ; and Eleazar the 
high-priest, and the senate, sware to them that they would 
esteem them their friends and assoriates, and would attempt 
nothing that should be unfair against them, the multitude auo 
assentine to the oaths that were made to them. So these men, 
having obtained what they desired by deceiving the Israelites, 
went home ; but when Joshua led his army to the country at 
the bottom of the mountains of this part of Canaan, he un- 
derstood that the Gibeonites dwelt not far &om Jerusalem, 
and that they were of the stock of the Canaanites ; so he sent 
for their governors, and reproached them with the cheat they 
had put upon him ; but they alleged on their own behalf, 
tfiat they had no other way to save themselves but that, and 
irere therefore forced to have recourse to it. So he called 
tar "RlpaTf"* the high-priest, and for the senate, who thought 
it right til make thcni pHblic seivants, that they might not 
break the oath they had made to them ; and they ordained 
them to l>e so. And this was the method by which these 
men found safety and security under the calamity that was 
«eady to overtake them. 

17. But the. king of Jerusalem took it to heart that the 
Gjlx-onitis hail j;i>ne over to Joi^ua ; so he called upon the 
KuigM of the neighbouring nations to join together, and make 
■ ,_. .. — ■'^-j^jn tijg Gibeonites saw these 
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lungs, which were four, berides the king of Jerusalem, and 
perceived that they had pitched their camp at a certain foun- 
tain not far from their city, and were getting ready for the 
sege of it, they called upon Joshua to assist them ; for such 
wms their case, as to expect to be destroyed by these Canaan- 
ites, but to suppose they should be saved by those that came 
tx the destruction of the Canaanites, because of the league 
ct friendship that was between them. Accordingly Joshua 
hiade haste with his whole army to assist them ; and march- 
ing day and night, in the morning he fell upon the enemies 
as th^ were going up to the siege ; and when he had discom- 
fited them, he foUowed them, and pursued them down the 
descent of the hills. The place is called Betli-horon ; where 
he also understood that God assisted him, which he declared 
by thunder and thunderbolts, as also by the falling of hail 
larger than usual. Moreover it happsned that the day was 
lengthened,* that the night might not come on too soon, and 
be an obstruction to the zeal of the Hebrews in pursuing 
tlieir enemies, insomuch that Joshua took the kings, which 
were hidden in a certain cave at Makkedah, and put them to 
death. Now that the day was lengthened at this time, and 
was longer than ordinary, is expressed in the books-|- laid up 
in the temple. 

18. These kings which made war with, and were ready to 
fidit the Gibeonites, being thus overthrown, Joshua return- 
ed again to the mountainous parts of Canaan ; and when he 
had made a great slaughter of, the people there, and took 
their prey, he came to the camp at Gil^. And now there 
went a great fame abroad among the neighboiuing people, 
of the courage of the Hebrews, and those that heard what a 
number of men were destroyed were greatly affrighted at 
it. So the kings that lived about Mount Libanus, who were 

* Whether this lengthening of the day, by the standing sUll of the sun and 
moon, were physical and real, by the miraculous stoppage of the diurnal motion 
cf die earth for about half a revolution, or whether only apparent, by aerial 
fkoBphori imitating the sun and moon as stationary so long, while clouds and 
the night hid the rod ones, and this parhelion, or mock sun, affording sufficient 
Vif^t for Joshua*8 pursuit and complete victory, (which aerial phospkori in other 
duqpes have been more than ordinarily common of late years,) cannot now be de- 
temiined : philosophers and astronomers win naturally incline to this latter hypo- 
thesiJ^ In the meantime, the fact itself was mentioned in the book of Jasher, 
BOW lost. Josh, z, 13, and is confirmed by Isaiah xxviii, 21, by Habaccuc, B. 
Hi, ch. xi, and by the father of Sirach, Eodus. zlvi, 4, in the 1 8th Psalm of 
Solomon, ver. ult it is also said of the luminaries, with rdation, no doubt, to this 
and the like miraculous standing still and going back, in the days of Joshua and 
Hezekiah, ^* They have not wandered from the day that he crated them ; they 
have not forsaken their way from ancient generations, unless it were when God 
oyoined them [so to do] by the command of hia servants.*' See Authent. Rec. 
pen i, p. 154. 

-|- Of the books laid up in the temple, see the note on Anti^. B« iii, ch. i, 
sect. 7. 
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Canaanites, and those Canaanites that dwelt in the pLain 
country, with auxiliaries out of the land of the Philistines^ 
pitched their caAip at Beroth, a city of the Upper Galilee, 
not far from Cadesh, which is itseli also a place in Galilee. 
Now the number of the whole army was three hundred thou- 
sand armed footmen, and ten thousand horsemen, and twenty 
thousand chariots, so that the multitude of the enemies af- 
frighted both Joi^ua himself and the Israelites ; and they, 
instead of being full of hope of good success, were supersti- 
tiously timorous, with the great terror with which they were 
stricken. Whereupon God upbraided them with the feaf they 
were in, and asked them whether they desired a greater help 
than he could afford them; and promised them that they 
should overcome their enemies ; and withal charged them to 
make their enemies^ horses useless, and to bum their chariots. 
So Joshua became full of coiurage upon these promises of 
Grod, and went out suddenly against the enemies ; and after 
five days^ march, he came upon them, and joined battle with 
them, and there was a terrible fight, and such a number were 
slain as could not be believed by those that heard it He 
also went on in the pursuit a great way, and destroyed the 
entire army of the enemies, few only excepted, and all the 
kings fell in the battle; insomuch that when there wanted men 
to be killed, Joshua slew their horses, and burned their cha- 
riots, and passed all over their country without opposition, no 
one daring to meet him in battle; but he still went on, taking 
their cities by siege, and again killing whatever he took. 

19' The fifth year was now past, and there was not one of 
the Canaanites remained any longer, excepting some that 
had retired to places of great strength. So Joshua removed 
his camp to the mountainous country, and placed the taber- 
nacle in the city of Shiloh, for that seemed a fit place for it, 
because of the beauty of its situation, until such time as their 
affairs would permit them to build a temple ; and from thence 
he went to Shechem, together with all the people, and raised 
an altar where Moses had beforehand directea ; then did he 
divide the army, and placed one half of them on Mount 
Gerizim, and the other half on Mount Ebal,* on which 
mountain the altar was ; he also placed there the tribe of 
Levi, and the priests. And when they had sacrificed, and 
denounced the [blessings and the] curses, and had left them 
engraven upon the altar, they returned to Shiloh. 

20. And now Joshua was old, and saw that the cities of 
the Canaanites were not easily to be taken, not only because 
they were situate in such strong places, but because of the 

* Of the situation of this altar, see Essay ou the Old Testament, p. 170, 171. 
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tpength of the walls themselves, which beine built round 
hout, the natural strength of the places on which the cities 
tood seemed capable of repelling their enemies from be- 
ifiging them, ana of making those enemies despur of taking 
liem ; for when the Canaanites had learned that the Israel- 
tea came out of Egypt in order to destroy them, they were 
busy all that time m making their cities strong. So he ga- 
thered the pegple together to a congregation at Shiloh ; and 
when they witn great zeal and haste were come thither, he 
dbaenred to them what prosperous successes they had already 
had, and what glorious things had been done, and tliose such 
as were worthy of that God who enabled them to do those 
things, and worthy of the virtue of those laws which they 
followed. He took notice also, that thirty-one of those kings 
that ventured to give them battle were overcome, and every 
anny, how great soever it were, that confided in their own 
ppwer, and lought with them, was utterly destroyed ; so that 
not so much as any of their posterity remained. And as for 
the cities, since some of them were taken, but the others 
must be taken in length of time, by long sieges, both on ac- 
count of the strength of their walls, and of the confidence 
the inhabitants had in them thereby, he thought it reasonable 
that those tribes that came along with them from beyond 
Jordan, and had partaken of the dangers they had under- 
gone, being their own kindred, should now be dismissed and 
sent home, and should have thanks for the pains they had 
taken together with them. As also, he thought it reasonable 
that they should send one man out of every tribe, and he 
such as had the testimony of extraordinary virtue, who should 
measure the land faithfully, and without any fallacy or deceit 
ahould inform them of its real magnitude. 

21. Now Joshua, when he had thus spoken to them, found 
that the multitude approved of his proposal. So he sent 
men to measure their country, and sent with them some 
geometricians, who could not easily fail of knowing the truth, 
OQ account of their skill in that art. He also gave them a 
charge to estimate the measure of that part of the land that 
was most fruitful, and what was not so good ; for such is the 
nature of the land of Canaan, that one may see large plains, 
and such as are exceeding fit to produce fruit, which yet, if 
they were compared to other parts of the country, might be 
reckoned exceedingly fruitful ; yet if it be compared with the 
fields about Jericho, and to those that belong to Jerusalem, 
will appear to be of no account at all. And although it so 
falls out, that these people have but a very little of tliis sort 
of land, and that it is for the main mountainous also, yet 
does it not come behind other parts, on accoimt of its exceed- 
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ing goodness atid beauty ; for which reason Joshua thought 
the land for the tribes should be divided by estimadon ci it* 
goodness, rather than the largeness of its measure, it often 
happening that one acre of some sort ci land was equivalent 
to a thousand other acres. Now the men that were sent, 
which were in number ten, travelled all about, and made an 
estimation of the land, and in the seventh month came to him 
to the city of Shiloh, where they had set up the tabernade. 

22. So Joshua took both Eleazar and the senate, and with 
them the heads of the tribes^ and distributed the land to the 
nine tribes, and to the half-tribe of Manasseh, appointing the 
dimensions to be according to the largeness of each tribe. 
So when he had cast lots, Judah had assigned him by, lot the 
upper part of Judea, reaching as far as Jerusalem, and its 
breadth extended to the lake of Sodom. Now in the lot of 
this tribe there were the cities of Ascalon and Gaza.' The 
Idt of Simeon, which was the second, included that part of 
Idumea which bordered upon Egypt and Arabia. As to the 
Benjamites, their lot fell so, that its length reached from the 
river Jordan to the sea, but in breadth it was bounded by 
Jerusalem and Bethel ; and this lot was the narrowest of all, 
by reason of the goodness of the land, for it included Jericho 
and the city of Jerusalem. The tribe of Ephraim had by lot 
the land that extended in length from the river Jordan to 
Gezer, but in breadth as far as from Bethel till it end at the 
ffreat plain. The half-tribe of Manasseh had the land from 
Jordan to the city Dora, but its breadth was at Bethshan, 
which is now called Scythopclis. And after these was Issa- 
char, which had its limits in length. Mount Carmel and the 
river, but its limit in breadth was Mount Talwr. The tribe 
of Zebulon^s lot included the land which lay as far as the 
lake of Gennesareth, and that which belonged to Carmel 
and the sea. The tribe of Aser had that part which was 
called the Valley ^ for such it was, and all that part which lay 
over against Sidon. The city Arce belonged to their share, 
which is also named Actipus. The Napnthalites received 
the eastern parts, as far as the city of Damascus and the Up- 
per Galilee, unto Mount Libanus, and the fountains of Jor- 
dan which rise out of that mountain ; that is, out of that part 
of it whose limits belong to the neighbouring city Arce. The 
Danites^ lot included all that part of the valley which re- 
spects the sun-setting, and were bounded by Azotus and Do^ 
ra ; as also they had all Jamnia and Gath, from Ekron to 
that mountain where the tribe of Judah begins. 

23. After this manner did Joshua divide the six nations 
that bear the name of the sons of Canaan, with their land, to 
be possessed by the nine tribes and a half, for Moses had 
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pievented him, and had already cUstributed the land of the 
Amorites, which itself was so called also from one of the 
soaa of Canaan, to the two tribes and a half, as we have 
showed already. But the parts about Sidon, as also those 
timt belonged to the Arkites, and the Amathites, and the Ara- 
dians, were not yet regularly disposed of. 

24. But now was Joshua hindered by his age from exe- 
eating what he intended to do, (as did those that succeeded 
hhn m the government take little care of what was for the 
advantage of the public ;) so he gave it in charge to every 
tribe, to leave no remainder of the race of the Canaanites in 
the land that had been divided to them by lot ; that Moses 
had assured them beforehand, and they might rest fully satis- 
fied about it, that their own security and their observation 
of their o¥m laws dq)ended wholly upon it. Moreover, he 
enjdned them to give thirty-eierht cities to the Levites, for 
tfaev had already received ten in the country of the Amorites ; 
andf three of these he assigned to those that fled from the 
numsUyers, who where to inhabit there ; for he was very so- 
lidtous that nothing should be neglected which Moses had 
ordained. These cities were of the tribe of Judah, Hebron, 
and of that of Ephraim, Shechem, and of that of Naphthali, 
Cadesh, which is a place of the Upper Galilee. He also dis- 
tributed among them the rest of the prey not yet distributed, 
which was very great, whereby they had. an affluence of great 
riches, both all in general, and every one in particular ; and 
this of gold and of vestments, and of other furniture, besides 
a multitude of cattle, whose number could not be told. 

25. After this was over, he gathered the army together to 
a congregation ; and spake thus to those tribes that had their 
settlement in the land of the Amorites beyond Jonlan, for 
fiO,000 of them had armed themselves, and had gone to the 
war along with them : " Since that God, who is the Father 
and Lord of the Hebrew nation, has now given us this land 
for a possession, and promised to preserve us in the enjoy- 
ment of it as our own for ever ; and since you have with 
alacrity offered yourselves to assist us when we wanted that 
assistance on all occasions, according to his command, it is 
but just, now all our difficulties are over, that you should 1>e 
permitted to enjoy rest, and that we should trespass on your 
alacrity to help us no longer, that so if we 'should again stand 
in need of it, we may readily have it on any future emer- 
gency, and not tire you out so much now as may make you 
slower in assisting us another time. We, therefore, return you 
our thanks for the dangers you have undergone with us ; and 
we do it not at this time only, but we shall always be thus 
disposed ; and be so good as to remember our friends, and to 
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preserve in mind what advantages we have had front them, 
and how you have put off the enjoyments of your own hap- 
piness for our sakes, and have laboured for what we have 
now, by the good will of Grod, obtained, and resolved not 
to enjoy your own prosperity till you had afforded us that 
assistance. However, you have, by joining your labour with 
ours, gotten great plenty of riches, and will carry home 
with you much prey, with gold and silver, and, what is 
more than all these, our good will towards you, and a mind 
willingly disposed to make a requital of your kindness to ua^ 
in what case soever you shall desire it, for you have not 
omitted any thing which Moses beforehand required of you, 
nor have you despised him because he was dead and gone 
from you, so that there is nothing to diminish that gratitude 
which we owe to you. We therefore dismiss you joyful to 
your own inheritances ; and we entreat you to suppose, that 
there is no limit to be set to the intimate relation that is be. 
tween us ; and that you will not imagine, that because tins 
river is interposed between us, that you are of a diffnient 
race from us, and not Hebrews, for we are all the posterity 
of Abraham, both we that inhabit here, and you that inhabit 
there ; and it is the same God that brought our forefathers 
and yours into the world, whose worship and form of govern- 
ment we are to take care of, which he has ordained, and are 
most carefully to observe; because while you continue in 
those laws, God will also show himself merciful and as- 
sisting to you ; but if you imitate the other nations, and 
forsake those laws, he will reject your nation.^ When 
Joshua had spoken thus, and saluted them all, both those in 
authority, one by one, and the whole multitude in common, 
he himself stayed where he was ; but the people conducted 
those tribes on their journey, and that not without tears in 
their eyes; and indeed they hardly knew how to part one 
from the other. 

S6. Now when the tribe of Reubel, and that of Gad, and 
as many of the Manassites as followed them, were passed 
over the river, they built an altar on the banks of Jordan, as 
a monument to posterity, and a Kign of the relation to tliose 
that should inhabit on the other side. Dut when those on 
the other side heard that those who had l>een dismissed had 
built an altar, but did not hear with what intention they 
built it, but supposed it to be by way of innovation, and 
for the introduction of strange gods, they did not incline to 
dislxjlieve it, but thinking this defamatory report, as if it 
were built for divine worship, was credible, they appeared 
in arms, as though they would avenge themselves on those 
that built the altar ; and they were about to pass over the 
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river, and to punish them for their mibverrion of the laws of 
th«r country ; for they did not think it fit to regard them 
on account of their kindred, or the dignity of those that had 
given the occasion, but to regard the wul of God, and the 
manner wherein he desired to be worshipped ; so these men 

Sit themselves in array for war. But Joshua, and Eleazar 
e hifflwpriest, and tne senate restrained them ; and per* 
■uaded them first to make trial by words of their intention, 
and afterwards, if they found that th^ intention was evil, 
then only to proceed to make war upcm them. Accordingly 
tbey sent as ambassadors to them, Pbineas the son of Elea- 
aar, and ten more persons that were in esteem among the 
Hdlirews, to learn of them what was in their mind when, 
upon passing over the river, they had built an altar upon its 
banks. But as soon as these amiiassadors were passed over, 
and were oome to them, and a ccmgregation was assembled, 
Phineas stood up and sud, <' That Uie offence they had been 
guilty of was of too heinous a nature to be punished by 
worn alone, or by them only to be amended for the future; 
yet that they did not so look at the lieinousness of their 
tmuM^resdon as to have recourse to arms, and to a battle 
fat tneir punishment immediately, but that, on account of 
their kindred, and the probability there was that they might 
be reclaimed, they tooK this method of sending an ambas- 
aage to them, that when we have learned the true reasons by 
which you have been moved to build this altar, we may 
neither seem to have been too rash in assaulting you by our 
weapons of war, if it prove that you made the altar for 
justifiable reasons, and may then justly punish you if the 
accusation prove true ; for we can narcUy suppose that you, 
who have been acquainted with the will of Grod, and have 
been hearers of those laws which he himself hath given us, 
now you are separated from us, and gone to that patrimony 
of yours which you, through die grace of Grod and that 

Eiovidence he exercises over you, have obtained by lot, can 
i{;et him, and can leave that ark, and that altar which is 
peculiar to us, and can introduce strange gods, and imitate 
the wicked practices of the Canaanites. Now this will ap- 
pear to have been a small crime, if you repent now, and 
proceed no farther in your madness, out pay a due reve- 
rtaoe to, and keep in mind the laws of your country ; but 
if you persist in your inos, we will not grudge our puns to 
pteserve our laws, but we will pass over Jordan ana defend 
them, and defend God also, and shall esteem of vou as of 
men no way differing from the Canaanites, but shall destroy 
you in the like manner as we destroy them ; for do not you 
imagine that because you are got over the river, that yon 

VOL. I. Q 
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mit the ffoverniuent to the tribe of Judab, and that this tribe 
should destroy the race of the Canaanites; for then the 
people were concerned to learn what was the will dT God. 
They also took to their asustance the tribe of Simeon ; but 
upon this oonditkx^ that when those that had been tributary 
to the tribe of Judah should be deiOf they should do the like 
for the tribe of Simeon. 

S. But the affairs of the Canaanites were at this time in a 
flourishing condition, and they expected the Israelites with 
a great army at the city Beaek, having put the government 
into Uie hands of Adonibezek, which name denotes the Lord 
ofBezek ; for Adoni, in the Hebrew tongue, is called Lord. 
Now they helped to have been too hard for the Isradites, 
because Joshua was dead. But when the Israelites bad 
joined battle with them, I mean the two tribes beforemai- 
tioned, they fought gloriously, and slew above ten thoutand 
of them^ and put the rest to flight ; and, in the pursuit, they 
took Adonib^ek, who, when his fingers and toes were out 
off by them, said, *' Nay, indeed, I was not always to lie 
conceded from God, as I find by what I now endure, while 
I have not been ashamed to do the same to seventyutwo 
kii^^* So they carried him alive as fiu* as Jerusaleis; 

fireauoidy dKwhere, oMMit no mora than oonsulling Ood hf Urim, i^iidi the 
Tcadfr is ttfll to bear in mind upon all occaiiops. And if St. John, iriw vw 
coDtempoiaiy with JoMphui, a&d of the tame oountrjr, made use of ddi ttffc, 
wlicn he laya, that ^^ Caiaphas, being high-prieit that yea#, yophwiad Ihak Ja- 
ms should die for that nation, and not for that nation only, but that alao he 
shouldgathertogether in one the children of God that frere scattoed ainoad,** si, 
51, 5S, he may possibly mean, that this was rerealed to the hii^-pxiest by an ci- 
tiaordinary voice from between the chetubims, when he had his brrast-plate, Uiin 
and Thummim, on, before or in the most holy place of the temple, wUch waano 
other than the orade of Urim and Thummim. Ofwhidi theaboteinthcnoleso 
Andq. B. iii, diap. Tiii, sect 9. 

* Tbb great number of sevcntv-two reguU, or tmitii kingSy over whom Ado- 
nibciek had tyrannized, and for which he was punished according to tha tex ff- 
lionU, as wen as the ttdity-one kings of Canaan subdued by Joshua, and atmcd 
hi one chiqpter, Josh, xii, and thirty-two kings, or royal auxiliaries to Bcahadad, 
king of Syria, 1 Kings zx, I ; Antiq. B. viii, chap, xiv, sect, i, intimata to as 
what was the ancient lorm of government ammig sevenl nations bcfbiv the isa- 
narcfaica bfjgan, vis. that every dty or large town, with iu neis^bonring vflkgs^ 
was a distinct government by itsdf ; which is the more remarkable, beeaose 
this was certainly the form of ecclesiastical government that was settled by the 
apoatlea, and preserved thnugbottt the Chnstian Cfaurdi in the firss S0« of 
Qiristianity. Mr. Addison is of opinion, that *■'• it would certainly be Ibr the 
good of numkind to have all the mighty empires and nonarchiea of the wsild 
cantoned out into petty states and piinapalities, which, like so many laiga Si- 
miUea, might lie under the observation of their proper governors, so that t£ cite 
of the prince mi^t extend itself to every individual person under hia pnilac- 
tion; though he despairs of such a scheme being brought about, and thinks tlai, 
if it were, it would quickly be destroyed.** Remarks on Italy, Ma, p^ IS]. 
Nor ia it unfit to be Observed here, that the Armenian recoraa, thoai^ they give 
us tha history of thir^-nine of theb ancicniest heroes or govcnxm after the 
flood, bdbtt the days of Saidaaqpalis, had no pioper kii^ tiU the Ibitieth 
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Mid when h^ was dead, they buried him in the earth, and 
wmt on still in taking the dties ; and when they had taken 
the greatest part ci them, thqr besieged Jerusalem; and 
when they had taken the lower dty, which was not under a 
dooaiderable time, they slew all the inhabitants; but the 
upper city was not to be taken without great difficulty, 
through the strength of its walls, and the nature of the 
nIaiTi 

S. For which reason they removed their camp to Hebron ; 
and when they had taken it, they slew all the inhabitants. 
There were till then left the race of giants, who had bodies 
so. large, and countenances so entirely different from other 
men, that they were surprising to the sight, and terrible to 
the hearing. The bones of these men are still shown to 
this very day, unlike to any credible relations of other men. 
Now they gave this city to the Levites as an extraordinary 
reward, with the suburbs of two thousand cities ; but the 
knd thereto belonging they gave us a free gift to Caleb, 
aoeording to die injunctions of Moses. This Caleb was one 
of the spes which Moses sent into the land of Canaan. 
1!hej also gave land for haUtation to the posterity of Jethro 
the Midianite, who was the father-in-law to Moses, for they 
had left their own country, and followed them, and accom- 
panied them in the wilderness. 

4. Now the tribes of Judah and Simeon todc the cities 
whidi were in the mountainous part of Canaan, as also 
Aakelon and Ashdod, of those that lay near the sea ; but 
Guia and Ekron escaped them ; for Uiey, lying in a flat 
country, and having a great number of chariots, tney sorely 
gelled those that attacked them. So these tribes, when they 
were grown very rich, by this war, retired to th^ own cities, 
and laid aside their vreapons ci war. 

5. But the BenjamitcM, to whom bebnged Jerusalem, per- 
mitted its inhabitants to pay tribute ; so they all left off, the 
one to kill, and the other to expose themselves to danger, 
and had time to cultivate the aroimd. The rest of the tribes 
inicated that of Benjamin, and did the same ; and contenting 
^emselves with the tributes that were pud them, permitted 
the Canaanites to live in peace. 

. 6k However, the tribe of Gphraim, when ihey besieged 
Bethel, made no advance, nor performed any thmg worthy 
of the time they spent and of the pains they took about 



PttMrw. See Moict Choreneniis, p. 55. And that Almig^ God does not 
apynr e of mdi abiolute or tyrennical monerchiee, any one nuiy iMni that teada 
DMt. zvii, 14-20, and 1 Sam. viii, \Ji,% < although, if each kings are act up aa 
ova him for thdr tuprane King, .and aim to gorem according to his laws, he 
hath admitted of them, and protected them and their luhjecU m all gmentions. 
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that si^c, yet (lid they persist in it, flkill sitting down befoie 
the city, though they endured great trouble thereby. Bat 
after some time, they caught one of the citizens that came to 
them to get necessaries, and they gave him some aaturancep 
that, if he would deliver up the city to them, they would 
preserve him and his kindred ; so he sware, that upon those 
terms he would put the city into their hands. Accordingly 
he that thus l)etrayed the city was preserved, with his famuy; 
and the Israelites slew all the inhalntantSy and retained the 
dty for themselves. 

7. After this, the Israelites grew effeminate as to fighting 
any more against their enemies, but appUed themselves to the 
cultivation of the land, which producing them great plen^ 
and riches, they neglected tlie regular disposition of theur 
settlement, and indulged themselves in luxury and pleasures; 
nor were they any longer careful to hear the laws that beL 
longed to their political government Whereupon God waa 
provoked to anger, and put them in mind, first, now, contrary 
to his directions, they had spared the Canaanites, and, after 
that, how those Canaanites, as opportunity served, used them 
very barbarously. But the Israelites, tnough they were ini 
heaviness at these admonitions from God, yet were th^ stili 
very unwilling to go to war ; and since they got large tributes 
from the Canaanites, and were indisposed for taking pains by 
their luxury, they suffered their aristocracy to be cnrupted 
also, and did not ordain themselves a senate, nor any other 
such magistrates as their laws had formerly required, but 
they were very much given to cultivating their fields in order 
to get wealth ; which great indolence of theirs brought a ter- 
rible sedition upon them, and they proceeded so far as to 
fight one against another, from the tollowing occasion. 

8. There was a Levite,* a man of a vulgar family, that 
belonged to the tribe of Ephraim, and dwm therein : this 
man married a wife from Bethlehem, which is a place be. 
longing to the tribe of Judah. Now he was very fond cf 
his wife, and overcome with her beauty; but he was unhappy 
in this, that he did not meet with the like return of affection 
from her, for she was averse to him, which did more inflame' 
his passion for her, so that they quarreled one with another 
perpetually ; and at last the woman was so disgusted at these 
quarrels that sl)e left her husband, and went to her paientt 

" JoMphus*! early date of this history before the beginning of the Judges, or 
when there wm no kitig in Israel, Judges xix, 1, is strongly confirmed by the 
Ivge number of Benjamites both in the day of Asa and Jehoshaphat, 2 Chvan. 
xiv, S, and Xfi, 17, who yet were here reduced to 600 men ; nor can those num^ 
ben be at all soppoaed genuine, if they were reduced solate as the end of the Judges, 
fHiciv oar other copies phce diia redaction. 
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in the fourth month. The husbund being very uneasy at 
thn her departure, and that, out of his fondness for her, came 
to his father and mother-in-law, and made up their quarrels, 
and was reconciled to her, and lived with them there four 
days, as being kindly treated by her parents. On the fifth 
day he resolved to go home, and went away in the evening ; 
fhr his wife^s parents were loath to part with their daughter, 
atid delayed the time till the day was gone. Now they had 
one servant that followed them, and an ass on which the 
wbman nxlc ; and when they were near Jeruralem, having 
gone already thirty furlongs, the servant advised them to 
take up their lodgings somewhere, lest some misfortune 
shduld befall them if they travelled in the night, especially 
rifioe they were not far oft enemies, that season often giving 
reason for suspicion of dangers from even such as are 
fHends ; but the husband was not pleased with this advice, 
nor was he willing to take up his lodging among strangers, 
for the city belonged to the Canaanites, but desired rather 
to go twenty furlongs farther, and so to take their lodgings in 
settle Israelite city. Accordingly he obtained his purpose, 
and ciame to Gibeah, a city of the tribe of Benjamin, when 
iXwas just dark ; and while no one that lived in the market- 
place invited him to lodge with him, there came an old man 
out of the field, one that was indeed of the tribe of Ephraim, 
but resided in Gibeah, and met him, and asked him. Who 
he' was ; and for what reason he came thither so late ; Itnd 
why he was Ionian? out for provisions for supper when it 
was dark ? To which he replied, that he was a Levite, and 
was bringing his wife from her parents, and was going home ; 
but he told him his habitation was in the tribe of £phraim : 
so the old man, as well because of their kindred, as because 
they lived in the same tribe, and also because they had thus 
efcoadentally met together, took him in to lodge with him. 
Now certam young men, of the inhabitants of Gibeah, hav- 
ing seen the woman in the market-place, and admiring her 
t)eauty, when they understood that she lodged with the old 
nan, came to the doors, as contemning the weakness and 
Fewhess of the old man'*s family ; and when the old man de- 
lired them to go nway, and not to ofier any violence or abuse 
jiere, they d(^8ired hini to yield them up the strange woman, 
uid then he should have no harm done to him. And when 
:he old man alleged, that the Levite was of his kindred, and 
hat they would be guilty of horrid wickedness if they suf- 
fered themselves to oe overcome by their pleasures, and so 
)fi*end against their laws, they despised his righteous admo- 
litibn, and laughed him to scorn. They also threatened to 
till him if ho became an obstacle W their incUnationif; 
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wha:^upon when he found himself in great distress, and yet 
was not willing to overlook his guests^i and see them abused, 
he produced his own daughter to them, and told them, that 
it was a smaller breach of the law to satisfy their lust upon 
her than to abuse his guests; supposing tlmt he himself 
should by this means prevent any injury to be done to those 
guests. When they no way abated of their earnestness for 
the strange woman, but insisted absolutely <m their deares 
to have her, he entreated them not to perpetrate any such 
act of injustice; but they proceeded to talce her away by 
force, and indulging still more the violence of their, inclina^ 
tions, they took the woman away to th«r house ; and when 
they had satisfied their lust upon her the whole night, they 
let her go about daybreak. So she came to the place where 
she had been entertained, under mat affliction at what had 
happened, and was very sorrowful upon occasion of what 
she nad suffered, and durst not look her husband in the face 
for sliame, for she concluded that he would never forgive 
her for what she had done ; so she fell down, and gave up 
the ghost ; but her husband supposed that his wife was only 
fast asleep, and thinking nothing of a more melancholv na- 
ture had happened, endeavoured to raise her up, resolving 
to speak comfortably to her, since she did not voluntarily 
expose herself to these men's lust, but was forced away to 
their house ; but as soon as he perceived she was dead, he 
acted as prudently as the greatness of his misfortunes would 
admit, and laid his dead wife upon the beast, and canied 
her home ; and cutting her limb by limb into twelve pieces, 
he sent them to every tribe, and eave it in charge to those 
that carried them, to inform the tribes of those that were the 
causes of his wife's death, and of the violence they had offer- 
ed to her. 

9- Upon this the people were greatly disturbed at what 
th^ saw, and at what they heard, as never having had the 
experience of such a thing before ; so they gathered them- 
selves to Shiloh, out of a prodigious and a just anger, and as- 
sembling in a great congregation before the tabernacle, they 
immediately resolved to take arms, and to treat the inhabi- 
tants of Gibeah as enemies ; but the senate restrained them 
from doing so, and persuaded them, that they ought not so 
hastily to make war upon people of the same nation with 
them, before they discoursed them by words concerning the 
accusation laid against them, it being part of their law, that 
they should not bring an army against foreigners themselves 
when they appear to have been imurious, without sending an 
embassage nrst, and trying thereby whether tliey will repent 
or not; and accordingly they exhorted them to do what they 
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ought to do in obedience to their laws, that it, to send to the 
inbibitants of Gibeah, to know whether thev would deliver up 
tbe offenders to them, and if they deliver them up, to rest sa- 
tisfied with the punishment of tHose offenders, but if they do. 
sfise the message that was sent them, to punish them, fay taking 
up arms against them. Accordingly tney sent to the inhabit 
tants of Gibcah, and accused the young men of the crimen com- 
mitted in the affair of the Levite^s wife, and required of tEiem 
those that had done what was contrary to the law, that tlwy 
m^t be punished, as having justly deserved to die for wfaat 
they had done ; but the inhabitants of Gibeah would not de- 
liver up the young men, and thought ii too reproachful to 
thaoQ, out of fear of war, to submit to other men^s denraaids 
upon them, vaunting themselves to be no way inferior to any 
in war, neither in their number nor in courage. The rest of 
their tribe were also making great preparation for war, for they 
were so insolently mad as luso to resolve to repel force by force. 

10. When it was related to the Israelites what the inhabi- 
tants of Gibeali had resolved upon, they took their oath that 
no one^of them would give his daughter in marriage to a Ben- 
iamite, but make war with greater fury against them than we 
have learned our forefathers made war against the Canaan- 
ites, and sent out presently an army of four hundred thousand 
Msinst them, while the Benjamite^s army was twenty-five 
thousand and six hundred ; five hundred oi which were excel- 
lent at slinging stones with their left hands, insomuch that 
when the battle was joined at Gibeah the Benjamites beat the 
Israelites, and of them there fell two thousand men ; and pro- 
bably more had been destroyed had not the night come on 
and prevented it, and broken ofi* the fight ; so the Benjamites 
returned to the city with joy, and the Israelites returned to 
their camp in a great fright at what had happened. On the 
next day, when they fought again, the Benjamites beat them, 
and eignteen thousand en the Israelites were shun, and the 
vest deserted their camp out of fear of a greater slaughter. 
So they came to Bethel,* a city that was near their camp, 
and farted on the next day ; and besought God by Phineas 
the high priest, that his wrath agmnst them might cease, and 
that he would be satisfied with these two defeats, and give 
them the victiHy and power over their enemies. Accordingly 
God promised them so to do by the prophesying of Phineas. 

11. When therefore they had divided the army into two 

* JoMphiu leems here to have made a imall mistake, when he took the He. 
brew wora Beth~El^ which dcnotea ihe house ^f Ood^ or the tabemade, Judg. 
sx, IS, for the proper name of a phwe Bethel^ it no way appearing that the ta- 
bflnade was ever at fictbd ; only ao fkr it is trae, that Shiloh, the pUce of the 
tabcmack ia the days of the Judges, was not £w from BcthcL 
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ports, they laid the one half of them in ambtttfa about the 
city GibeEih by night, while the other half attacked the 
Benjamites, who retiring upon the assault, the Benjamites 
pursued them, while the Hebrews retired by slow degrees^ 
as very desirous to draw them entirely from the city, and the 
other fcdlowed them as they retired, till both the old mm 
and young men that were left in the ci^, as too weak to 
fight, came running out together with them, as willing to 
bring their enemies under. However, when they were a 
great way from the city, the Hebrews ran away no longer. 
But turned back to iiglit them, and lift up the signal tKey had 
agreed on to those that lay in ambush, who rose up, and with 
a great noise fell upon the enemy. Now, as soon as ever 
tfaey perceived themselves to be deceived, they knew not what 
to do, and when they were driven into a certain hollow plaee 
which was in a vall€y, they were shot at by those that encom- 
passed them, till they were all destroyed, excepting six hun- 
dred, which formed tnemselves into a close body oimen, and 
forced their passage through the midst of their enemies, and 
fled to the neighbouring mountains, and, seizing upon them, 
remained there ; but the rest of them, being about twenty* 
five thousand, were slain. . Then did the Israelites bum 
Gibeah, and slew the women, and the males that were under 
age ; and did the same also to the other cities of the Beim- 
mites. And, indeed, they were enraged to that degree that 
they sent twelve thousand men out of the army and gave 
thtm orders to destroy Jabesh-Gilead, because it did not join 
with them in fighting against the Benjamites. Accordinriy, 
those that were sent slew the men of war, with their children 
and wives, excepting four hundred virgins. To such a degree 
had they proceeded in their anser, because they not only bad 
the suffering of the Levite^s wile to avenge, but the slaughter 
t)f their own soldiers. 

12. However, they afterward were sorry for the calamity 
they had brought upon the Benjamites, and appointed a fiist 
oil that account, although they supposed those men had suf- 
fered justly for their offence against the laws, so they recalled 
by their ambassadors those six hundred which had escaped. 
These had seated themselves on a certain rock called Rimmon^ 
which was in the wilderness ; so the amliassadors lamented 
not only the disaster that had befallen the Benjamites, but 
themselves also, by this destruction of their kindred, and per- 
suaded them to taxe it patiently, and to come and unite with 
them, and not, so far as in them lay, to give their suffrage to 
the utter destruction of the tribe of Benjamin ; and said to 
them, ^^ We give you leave to take the whole land of Ben- 
jamin to yourselves, and as much prey as you are able to 
carry away with you.^ So these men with sorrow confessed. 
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that what had been done was accc»di|ig to the decree of God, 
and had happened for their own wickedness, and assented to 
those that invited them, and came down to their own tribe. 
The Imielites also gave them the four hundred virgins of 
Jabesli-Gilead for wives : but as to the remaining two hun- 
dred, they deliberated about it how they might compass wives 
enough for them, and that they might have children by them ; 
and whereas they had, before the war began, taken an oath, 
that no one would give his daughter to wife to a Benjamite, 
some advised them to have no regard to what they had sworn, 
because the oath had not been tiuceii advisedly and judidoua- 
ly, but in a passion, and thought that they should do nothing 
against God, if they were able to save a whole tribe which 
was in danger of perishing, and that perjury was then a sad 
and dangerous thing, not when it is done out of necessity, 
but when it is done widi a wicked intention. But when tne 
senate were affrighted at the very name of perjury, a certain 
person told them, that he could show them a way whereby 
they mi^ht procure the Benjamites wives enough, and yet 
keep their oath. They asked him what his proposal was ? 
He Bud, That three times in a year, when we meet in Shi- 
loh, our wives and our daughters accompany us, let then the 
Beniamites be allowed to steal away, and marry such women 
aa they can catcli, while we will neither incite them nor 
forbid them ; and when their parents take it ill, and desire 
us to inflict punishment upon them, we will tell them, that 
they were themselves the cause of what bad happened, by 
ncel^^'^ ^ guard their daughters, and that they ought not 
to DC over^ngry at the Benjamites, since that anger was per- 
Biitted to rise too high alreaidy.^ So the Israelites were per- 
suaded to follow this advice, and decreed, that the Benjamites 
should be allowed thus to steal themselves wives. So when 
the festival was coming on, these two Iiundrcd Benjamites 
lay io ambush before the dty, by two and three together, and 
waited for the coming of the virgins, in the vineyards and 
other places where they could lie concealed. Accordingly, 
the virgins came along playing, and suspected nothing of 
what was coming upon them, and walked after an unguarded 
manner : so those tnat lay scattered in the road rose up, and 
caught hold of thenu By this means these Benjamites got 
them wives, and fell to agriculture, and took good care to 
recover their former happy state. And thus was this tribe 
of the Benjamites, after they had been in danger of entirely 
perishing, saved in the manner forementioncd by the wisdom 
(^ the Israelites ; and, accordingly, it presently flourished, 
and soon increased to be a multitude, and came to enjoy all 
other degrees of happiness. And such was the concIu!>ion of 
this war. 
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CHAP. III. 

How ike IsraeUici after Mi miffbrtune grew wkked, imd 
served Ae Aseuriane^ aiid haw God Mivered ik^ bjf 
Othmelj ipAo rtued over them Forty Yeare. 

§ 1 . Now it happened, that the tribe of Dan suffered in like 
manner with the tribe of Benjamin ; and it came to do ao on 
the occasion following : When the Israelites had already left 
off the exercise of their arms for war, and were intent upon 
thdr husbandry, the Canaanites despised them, and brouriit 
together an army, not because they expected to suffer py 
them, but because they had a mind to have a sure prospect 
of treating the Hebrews ill when they pleased, and might 
thereby for the time to come dwell in their own dties the 
more securely : they prepared, therefore, their chariots, and 
gathered their soldiery together ; their cities also combined 
together, and drew over to them Askelon and Ekron, which 
were within the tribe of Judah, and many more of those that 
lay in the plain. They also forced the Danites to fly into the 
mountainous country, and left them not the least portion of 
the plain country to set their foot on. Since, tnen, these 
Damtes were not able to fight them, and had not land enough 
to sustain them, they sent five of their men into the midland 
country to see for a land to which they might remove their 
habitation : So these men went as far as the neighbourhood 
of Mount Libanus, and the fountains of the Lesser Jordan, at 
the great plain of Sidon, a day'*s journey from the city ; and 
when they had taken a view of tne land, and found it to be 
good and exceeding fruitful, they acqmunted their tribe with 
It, whereupon they made an expedition with the army, and 
built there the city Dan, of the same name with the son of 
Jacob, and of the same name with their own tribe. 

2. The Israelites grew so indolent, and unready of taking 
jMiins, that misfortunes came heavier upon them, which abo 
proceeded in part from their contempt of the divine worship ; 
for when they had once fallen off from the r^ularity of their 
political government, they indulged themselves rarther in 
living according to their own pleasure, and according to their 
own will, till they were full of the evil doings that were 
common amonff the Canaanites. Grod, therefore, was an^y 
with them, and they lost that thrir happy state, which they 
had obtained by innumerable labours, oy their luxury : for 
when Chusan, king of the Assyrians, had made war against 
them, they lost many of their soldiers in the battle ; and when 
they were besieged, they were taken by force ; nay, there 
were some who, out of fear, voluntarily submitted to him ; 
and though the tribute laid upon them was more than they 
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could bear, yet did they pay it, and underwent all aori of op- 
plK96ion for &At years ; foter which time they were freed 
fiom them in the following manner. 

8. There was one whose name was Othniel, the son of 
Kaiez, of the tribe of Judab, an active man, and of great 
courage. He had an admonition from Grod not to ovenook 
■the Israelites in such a distress as thev were now in^ but to 
endeavour boldly to ^ain them their liberty ; so when he had 
procured some to assist him in this dangerous undertaking, 
(and few they were, who, either out of shame at thdr present 
circumstances, or out of a demre of changing them, could be 
prevailed on to assist him,) he first of all destroyed that gar- 
rison which Chushan had set over them ; but when it was 
Srceived that he had not failed in his first attempt, more of 
e people came to his asnstance ; so they joined battle with 
the Assyrians, and drove them entirely b^ore them, and com- 

CUed them to pass over Euphrates. Hereupon Othniel, who 
d given such proofs of his valour, received from the mul- 
titude authority to judee the people : and when he had ruled 
over them forty years, ne diea. 
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CHAP. IV. 



How our People served the Moabiies Eighteen Years^ and 
were then delivered Jrom Slavery by one Ehudy who re- 
tained the Dominion Eighty Years. 

!\ 1. When Othniel was dead, the affairs of the Israelites 
ell agiun into disorder : and while they neither paid to Grod 
the honour due to him, nor were obedient to the laws, their 
afflictions increased, till Eglon, king of the Moabites, did so 
greatly despise them on account of the disorders of their 
pditiod government, that he made war upon them and over- 
came them in several battles, and made tne most courageous 
to submit, and entirely subdued their army, and ordered them 
to pay him tribute. And when he haci built him a royal 
palace at Jericho,* he omitted no method whereby he might 
distress them, and indeed he reduced th«n to poverty for 
eighteen years. But when God had once taken pity of the 
Israelites, on account of their afflictions, and was moved to 

* It appears by the lacced history, Jadg. i, 16 ; iii, 13, that Eglon's paTiUoii 
or palaee was at the dty of pafan-tiees, as the place where Jericho had stood is 
odled after its destmedoB hy /oahua, that b, at or near the demoliriied city... 
AeoovdiDgly, Josephns says it waa at Jeridio, or rather in that fine country of 
pahn-trecs, upon or near to the same spot of gHmnd on which Jericho had for- 
merly stood, and on which it was rdraut by Hid, 1 Kings xvi, Si. Our other 
copies that avoid its proper name Jericho, and call it the city of pabm^treei only, 
speak here more accurately dian Joaepkus. 
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^ompaMum by their suppHcatiom put up tobim, he fteedl 
them from the h«rd usage they nad met with under the 
Moabites. This liberty he procured for thetn in the folloi^ 
ing manner. 

iL There was a young man of the tribe of Benjamini whoee 
mane was Ehud, the son of 6era, a man of veiy great cou- 
«Bge in bold undertakings, and of a very strong Emmv, fit for 
liard labour, but best stalled in using his left hand, m which 
was Ms whole strength ; and he also dwdt at Jericho. Now 
this man became familiar with Egkm, and that by means of 
presents, with which he obtained his favour, and insinuated 
nimsdf into his good opinion, whereby he was also beloved 
of those that were about the king. Now, when oil a time he 
was bringing presents to the kinff, and had two servants with 
iiim, he put a dagger on his ri^t thigh secretly, and went 
in to him : it was then summer time, and the middle of the 
day, when the guards were not strictly on their watdh, both 
tecause of the heat, and because they were gone to dinner. 
So the young man when he bad offered his presents to the 
king, who then resided in a small parlour that stood conv&. 
niently to avoid the heat, he fell into discourse with him, for 
they were now alone, the king having bid his servants that 
attended him to go their wisiys, because he had a mind to 
talk with Ehud. He was now sitting on his throne ; ax^ 
fear seized upon Ehud lest he should miss his stroke, and not 

five him a deadly wound ; so he raised himself up, and said 
e had a dream to impart to him by the command of God ; 
upon which the king koped out of his throne for joy of the 
dream; so Ehud smote him to the hearty and leaving his 
dagger in his body, he went out and fihut the door after him. 
Now the king^s servants were very still, as supposing that the 
king had composed himself to sleep. 

8. Hereupon Ehud informed the people of Jericho pri- 
vately of what he had done, and exhorted them to recover 
their liberty ; who heard him gladly^ and went to their arms, 
and sent messengers over the country, that should sound 
trumpets of rams^ horns, for it was our custom to call the 
people together by them. Now the attendants of Eglon were 
Ignorant of what misfortune had befallen him for a great 
while ; but towards the evening, fearing some uncommon ac- 
cident had happened, they entered into nis parlour, and when 
they found him dead, they were in great disorder, and knew 
not what to do ; and before the guards could be got toge- 
ther, the multitude of the Israelites came upon thein, so that 
some of them were slain immediately, and some were put to 
flight, and ran away toward the country of Moab, in order to 
.save themselves. Their number was above ten thousand. 
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Tbe Israelites seized upon the ford of Jordan, atid pursued 
dbem, and slew them, and many of them they killea at the 
fiird, nor did one of them escape out of their hands : and by 
this means it was that the Hebrews freed themselves from 
slavery under the Moabites. Ehud also was on this account 
dignified with the government over all the multitude* and 
,«lied after he had held the government eighty years.* He 
was a man worthy of commendation, even besides what he 
deuTved for the forementioned act of his. After him Sham- 
flar, the son of Anath, was elected for their governor, but 
died in the first year of his government. 

CHAP. V. 

How the CancumUes brought the IsraeKfes under Slavery Jbr 
Twenty Years ; after vshtch they were delivered by Barak 
.and Deborah^ who rtiled over themjbr Forty Years. 

8 !• ANn now it was that the Israelites, taking no warning 
by their former misfortunes to amend their manners, and 
neither ivorsiiipping God nor submitting to the laws, were 
brought under slavery by Jabin, the king of the Canoanites, 
and that l)efore they had a short breathing time after the 
slavery under the Moabites ; for this Jabin came out of H»- 
flor, a dty that was ntuate over the lake Seniechonitia, and 
had in pay three hundred thousand footmen, and ten thou- 
sand horsemen, with no fewer than three thousand chariots. 
Bisera was the commander of all his army, and was the prin- 
cipal person in the king^s favour. He so sorely bent the Is- 
nelites when they fought with him, that he ordered them to 
pay tribute. 

S. So tliey continued to undergo that hardship for twenty 
years, as not good enough of themselves to grow wise by 
their misfortunes. Grod was willing also he^'eby the more to 
(tobdue their obstinacy and ingratitude towards himself: So 
ynhen at length they were become penitent, and were so wise 
as to learn that their calamities arose from their contempt of 
the laws, they besought Deborah, a certain proplietess 
among them, (whicli name in the Hebrew tongue signifies a 
Bee^) to pray to God to take pity on them, and not to over- 

* Thew SO yean for the government of £hui] are necessary to Josrahii8*8 usual 
large numbeza between the Exodus and the building of the temple, of 592 or 612 
years, but not to Che smallest number of 460 yean, 1 Kings vi, 1, which leiwsr 
■umber Josephus seems aometinies to hare folkywed. And aince, in the beginning 
of the nckt chapter, it is said by Josephus, that here was hardly a breathing tune 
for the Israelites before Jabin caine and enslaved Uicm, it is highly probable that 
some of tlie copies in his time had here only 8 years instead of 80 ; as had that of 
Theophilus of Antioch Ad Autoyle^ L. iii, and this most probably from his copy 
of Josephus. 
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look lliem, now they were ruined by the Canaanites. So God 
grantod then deliverance, and chose them a general, Baiak, 
one tkat was of the tribe of Niqphtali, (now Barak, in the Hi- 
brew tongue, ngnifies Ughimng.) ' 

8. So Deborw aent for Barak, and bid him chooie him out 
ten thousand young men, to go against the enemy, because 
God had said, that that number was sufficient, ana TOomised 
them victory. But when Barak said, that he would not be 
the general unless she would also go as a genend with him, 
the Md indignation at what he said, and replied, ^< Thou, O 
Barak, deliverest up meanly that authority whidi God hath' 
given thee, into the hand of a woman, and I do not reject it^ 
So they collected ten thousand men, and pitched theur camp 
at Moant Tabor, where, at the king^s command, Sisera met 
them, and pitched, liis camp not far from the enemy ; where- 
upon tke Israelites, and Barak himself, were so affrighted at 
the multitude of those enemies that they were resolved to 
march off, had not Deborah retained them, and commanded 
them to €ght the enemy that very day, for that they shoukt 
conquer them, and God would be theu" asnstanoe. 

4. So the battle began; and when they were come to a ckse 
fight, there came down from heaven a great storm, with a 
vast quantity of rain and htdl, and the wmd blew the rain in 
the face of the Canaanites, and so darkened their eyes, their 
amywv and slings were of no advantge to them ; nor wouU 
the coldness of the air permit the soldiers to make use of 
their swords, while this storm did not so much incommode the 
Israelites, because it came in their backs. They also took 
such courage, upon the apprehension that God was aasisdng 
them, that they fell upon the very midst of their enemies, and 
slew a great number of them, so that some of them fell by 
the Israelites, some fell by their own horses, which were put 
into disoider, and not a few were Idlled by their own chariots. 
At last Sisera, as soon as he saw himsdf beaten, fled away, 
and came to a woman whose name was Jael^ a Kenite, who 
received him, when he desired to be concealed ; and when he 
asked for somewhat to drink, she gave him sour milk, of which 
he drank so unmeasurably that he fell asleep ; but when he 
was asleep, Jael took an iron nail, and drove it through his 
temples with a hiunmer into the floor : and when Barak came 
a little afterward, she showed Sisera nailed to the ground. 
And thus was this victory gained by a woman, as Deborah 
had foretold. Barak also fought with Jabin at Hazor ; and 
when he met with him, he slew him : and when the general 
was fallen, Barak overthrew the city to the foundation, and 
was the commander of the Israelites for forty years. 
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CHAP. VI. 

How tfie Midtamtes and other Nqtiofis Jbught against the 
Israelites^ and beat theniy and ajfflwted their Country Jor 
Seven Years, Hoiv they were delivered by Gidecm^ wJu) 
ruled over the Multitude Jar Forty Years. 

LI. Now, when Barak and Deborah were dead, whose 
aths happened about the sam^ time, afterwards the Midian- 
iteft called the Amalekites and Arabians to their assistance, 
and made war against the Israelites, and were too hard for 
those that fought against them ; and when they had burnt 
the fruits of the earth, they carried off the prey. Now when 
they had done this for three years, the multitude of the Is- 
tuelites retired to the mountains, and forsook the plain coun- 
try. They also made themselves hollows under ground, and 
GftYems, and preserved therein whatsoevo: had escaped their 
enemies; for the Midianites made expeditions in harvest- 
time, but permitted them to plough the land in winter* that 
flo, when tne others had taken the pains, they might have 
iruitB for them to carry away. Indeed, there ensued a fa- 
mine^ and a scarcity of food, upon which they betook them- 
aelves to their supplications to Grod, and bought him to 
■Kve them. 

8. Gideon also, the son of Joash, one of the principal per- 
B0I18 of the tribe of Manasseh, brought his sheaves of com 
privately, and thrashed them at the wine-press, for - he was 
too feanul of their enemies to thrash them openly in the 
thrashing-floor. At this time somewhat appeared to him in 
the shape of a young man, and told him, ** That he was an 
happy man, and beloved of God."^ To which he imme- 
diately replied, <' A mighty indication of God'^s favour to 
me^ that I am forced to use this wine-press instead of a 
thrashing-floor r But the appearance exhorted him to be 
of good courage, and to make an attempt for the recovery of 
their liberty. He answered. That ** it was impossible for 
him to recover it, because the tribe to which he belonged was 
by no means numerous, and because he was but young him- 
self, and too inconsiderable to think of such ffreat actions."^ 
But the other promised him, that God would supply what 
he was defective in, and would afford the Israelites victory 
Liiider his conduct. 

3. Now, therefore, as Gideon was relating this to some 
young men, they believed him, and immediately there was an 
army of ten thousand men got ready for fighting. But God 
stood by Gideon in his sleep, and told him, That ^^ mankind 
were too fond of themselves, and were enemies to such as 

VOL. I. u 
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excelled in virtue, now that they might not pass God over, 
but ascribe the victory to him, and might not fancy it ob- 
tained by their own power, because they were a great army, 
and able of themselves to fight their enemies, but might con- 
fess that it was owing to his assistance, he advised him to bring 
his army about noon, in the violence of the heat, to the river, 
and to esteem those that bent down on their knees, and so 
drank, to be men of courage, but for all those that drank tu- 
multuously, that he should esteem them to do it out of fear, 
and as in dread of dieir enemies.'" And when Gideon had 
done as God had suggested to him, there were found three 
hundred men that took water with their hands tumultuou&Iy, 
so God Ud him take these men and attack the enemy. Ac- 
cordingly they pitched their camp at the river Jordan, as ready 
the next day to pass over it 

4. But Gideon was in great fear, for God had told him be- 
forehand, that he should set upon Iiis enemies in the ni^t- 
time : but Grod b^ing willing to free him from his fear, bid 
him take one of his soldiers, and go near to the Midianites* 
tents, for that he should from that very place have his cou- 
rage raised, and grow bold. So he obeyed, and went and tcnk 
his servant Fhurah with him ; and as he came near to one of 
the tents he discovered that those that were in it were awake, 
and that one of them was telling to his fellow-soldier a dream 
of his own, and that so plainly, that Gideon could hear him. 
The dream was this : He thought he saw a barley-cake, such 
an one as could hardly be eaten by men it was so vile, rolling 
through the camp, and overthrowing the royal tent, and the 
tents of all the soldiers. Now the other soldier explained 
this vision to mean the destruction of the army, and told 
them what his reason was which made him so to conjecture, 
viz. that the seed called barley was all of it allowed to be of 
the vilest sort of seed, and that the Israelites were known to 
be the vilest of all the people of Asia, agreeably to the seed 
of barley, and that what seemed to look big among the 
Israelites was this Gideon and the army tliat was with him: 
and since thou sayest thou didst see the cake overturning our 
tents, I am afraid lest God hath granted the victory over us 
to Gideon. 

5. When Gideon had heard this dream, good liope and 
courage came upon him ; and he commanded his soldiers te 
arm themselves, and told them of this vision of their enemies 
They alio took courage at what was told them, and were 
may to perform what he should enjoin them : so Gideon 
'^'wiuBd his army into three parts, and brought it out about 

lis fourth watch of the night, each part containing an hun- 
dnd men : they all Imre empty pitchers, and lighted lamps 
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n. their hands, that their onset might not be discovered by 
lifiir enemies. They had also each of them a ram''s horn in 
ufl right hand^ which he used instead of a trumpet The 
snemies^ camp took up a large space of ground ; for it liap- 
(lened they had a great many camels : and as they were m- 
irided into different nations, so they were contained in one 
ittdie* Now when the Hebrews did as they were ordered 
befiiMrehand, upon their approach to their enemies, and on 
lie.:aignai given, sounded with the rams^ horns, and brake 
;heir pitchers, and set upon their enemies with their lamps, 
uid a great shout, and cried, *^ Victory to Gideon, by God's 
issistance,^ a disorder and a fright seized on the other men 
Hrhile they were half asleep, for it was ni^ht-time, as God 
nrould have it ; so that a few of them were slain by their ene- 
Tiies, but the greatest part by their own soldiers, on account 
)f the diversity of their lan&tiage ; and when they were once 
put into disorder they killed all that they met with, as think^- 
jig them to be enemies also. Thus there were a great 
ilaughter made. And as the report of Gideon'*s victory 
same to the Israelites^ they took their weapons and pursued 
;heir enemies, and overtook them in a certain valley, encom- 
passed with torrents, a place which these could not get over ; 
K) they encompassed them, and slew them all, with their 
kings, Oreb and Zeeb. But the remaining captains led 
Lhose soldiers that were left, which were about eighteen 
thousand, and pitched their camp a great way off the Israel- 
ites. However, Gideon did not grudge his pains, but pur- 
sued them with all hb army, and joinins batde with them, 
BUt off the whole enemies' army, and tooK the other leaders, 
Zebah and Zalmuna, and made them captives. Now there 
were slcun in this battle of the Midianites, and of their auxi- 
liaries the Arabians, about an hundred and twenty thousand, 
liid the Hebrews took a great prey, gold and silver, and gar- 
ments, and camels, and asses. And when Gideon was come 
to his own country of Ophrah, he slew the kings of. the Mi- 
dianites. 

6. However, the tribe of Ephraim was so displeased at 
the good success of Gideon, that they resolved to make war 
igainst him, accusing him because he did not tell them of 
bis expedition against their eneknies. But Gideon, as a man 
3f temper, and that excelled in every virtue, pleaded, *^ That 
rt was not the result of his own authority or reasoning,, that 
made him attack the enemy without them, but that it was 
the command of God, and still die victory belonged to them 
IS well as those in the army."" And by this method of cool- 
log their passions, he brought more advantage to the He- 
brews than by the Ruccess he had against these enemies, for 

r2 
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he thereby deli\'«red them from a sedition which was arinng 
among them ; yet did this tribe afterwards suiFer the pimisn- 
roent of this their injurious treatment of Gideon, of which we 
will give an account in due time 

7. Hereupon Gideon would hare laid down the governs 
ment, but was overpcrsuaded to take it, which he enjoyed 
forty years, and distributed justice to them, as the people 
came to him in their differences ; and what he determiiied 
was esteemed valid by all. And when he died, he was buried 
in his own country of Ophrah. 



CHAP. VII. 

'Tfutt the Judges who succeeded Gideon made War Txith the 

a^oining Nations Jbr a hfig Time. 

^ 1. Now Gideon had seventy sons that were legitimate, for 
he had many wives, but he had also one that was spurious 
by his concubine Drumah, whose name was Abimelechy who» 
after his father^s death, retired to Shechem to his mother^s re- 
lations, for they were of that place : and when he had gdt 
money of such of them ■ as were eminent for many instanees 
of injustice, he came with them to his father^s house, and 
slew all his brethren, except Jotliam, for he had the good 
fortune to escape and be preserved ; but Abimelech made 
the government tyrannical, and constituted himself a lord, to 
do what he pleased, instead of obeying the laws, and he acted 
most rigidly against those that were the patrons of justice. 

2. Now, when on a certain time there was a public festi- 
val at Shechem, and all the multitude was there gathered to- 
gether, Jotham his brother, whose escape we beKM^ related, 
went up to Mount Geriszim, which hangs over the city 
Shediem, and cried out so as to be hcartl by the multitudi^ 
who were attentive to him. He desired they would cqik 
sider what he was going to say to them ; so when silence was 
- made, he said, " That when the trees had a human voice, and 
there was an assembly of them gathered togctlicr, they de- 
sired that the fig-tree would rule over tlieni ; biu when that 
tree refused so to do, because it was contented to enjoy that 
lianour which belonged peculiarly to the fruit it bare, and 
not that which should be derived to it from abroad, the trees 
did' not leave off their intentions to have a ruler, so th^ 
Jtbought proper to make the ofl'cr of that honour to the vine'; 
liut when the vine was chosen, it made use of the same 
-^«rds which the fig-tree had used before, and excused itself 
frt*n accepting the- government : and when the olive-tree 
bad dcme the same, the brier, whom the trees had desired 
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to take the kipgduiA, (it is a sort of wood good for firing,) it 
.promised to tftke the government, and to be zealotis in the 
exercise of it, but that then they must sit down under its 
ahadow, and if they should plot against it to destroy it, 
die principle of fire that was in it shoold destroy them. He 
told them, that what he had said was no laughing 'matter : 
fidr that, when they had experienced many blessings from 
Gideon, they overlooked Abimelech, when he overruled all, 
and had joined with them in slaying liis brethren : and that 
he was no l)etter than a fire lumself.^ So when he had said 
this, he went away, and lived privately in the mountains for 
thriee years, out of fear of Abimelech. 

3. A little while after this festival the Shechemites, who 
had now repented themsc^lves . of having slain the sons of 
Gideon, drove Abimelecli away, Ixith from their city and 
Uieir tribe ; whereupon he contrived 1k>w he might distress 
their city. Now at the season of vintage, the people were 
afraid to go out and gather their fruits, for fear Abimelech 
should do them CK>me mischief. Now it happened that there 
had come to them a man c^ authority, one Gaal, that so- 
journed with them, having his armed men, and his kinsmen 
with him : so the Shechemites desired tliat he would allow 
tbem a guard during their vintage; whereupon he accepted 
air their desires, and so the pcc^e went out, and Gaal with 
tbeni at the head of his soldiery : so they gathered their fruit 
with safety ; and when they were at supper in several com- 
innitfs, they then ventured to curse Abunelech openly, and 
jthe magistrates laid ambushes in places about the city, and 
catfgbt many of Abimelech's followers^ and destroyed them. 

4. Now there was one Zebu], a magistrate of the Sheche- 
.mites, that had entertained Abimelech. He sent messengers, 
imd informed him, how much Gaal had irritated the people 
against him, and excited him to lay ambushes before the 
Ctty, for that he would persuade Gaal to go out against him, 
which would leave it in his power to be revenged on him, 
.and when that was once done, he would bring hitn to be 
reconciled to the dty. So Abimeledi laid ambushes, and 
himself lay with them. Now Gaal abode in the suburbs, 
:takiug little core i)f himself; and Zebul was with him. Now 
OS Gaal saw the, armed men coming on, he said to Zebul, that 
■ome armed men. were coming; but tlie other replied, they 
were only shadows of huge sto^aes; and when tliey were Come 
^nearer, Gaal perceived what was the reality, and said, they 

Were not shadows, but men lying in. ambush. Then said 
Zebul, didst not thou reproach Abimelech for cowajtdioe? 
why dost thou not .then show how vtry couragecnis tliqju art 
Uiy self, . mi go and iight blm.P So Gaai, . being in disorder, 
ioulcd l)4tks..witiv Abimekdi^.^nd soite of his men felli 
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wliercupon lie fled into the city, and took his men with him. 
But Zehul managed his matters so in the city that he pro- 
cured them to expel Gaal out of the city, and this by ac- 
cusung him of cowardice in this action with the soldiers of 
Abimelech. But Abimelech, when he had learned that the 
Shc(*henutes were agaiti coming out to gather their grapes, 
placed ambushes before the city ; and when they were come 
out, the third part of his army took possession of the gates, 
to hinder the citizens from returning in again, while the rest 
pursued those that were scattered abroad, and so there was 
slaughter every where ; and when he had overthrown the city 
to the very foundations, for it was not able to bear a siege, 
and had sown its ruins with salt, he proceeded on with nis 
army till all the Shechemites were slam. As for those that 
were scattered alK>ut the country, and so escaped the danger, 
they were gathered together unto a certain strong rock, and 
settled themselves upon it, and prepared to build a wall 
about it : and when Abimelech knew their intentions, he 

Ercvented them, and came upon them with his forces, and 
Lying faggots of dry wood round the place, he himself 
bringing some of them, and by his example encouraging the 
soldiers to do the same. And when the rock was encom- 
passed round about with these faggots, they set them on fire, 
and threw in whatsoever by nature caught fire the most 
easily ; so a mighty flame was raised, and nolxidy could fly 
away from the rock, but every man perished, with their 
wives and children, in all about nfteen hundred men, and the 
rest were a great number also. And such was the calamity 
which fell upon the Shechemites ; and menu's grief on their 
account had been greater than it was, had they not brought 
so much mischief on a person who had so well deserved of 
them, and had they not themselves esteemed this as a punish- 
ment for the same. 

6. Now Abimelech, when he had affrighted the IsraeUtes 
with the miseries he had brought upon the Shechemites, 
seemed openly to affect greater authority than he now had, 
and appeared to bet no bounds to his violence, unless it were 
with the destruction of all. Accordingly, he marched to 
Thebes, and took the city on the sudden ; and there being a 
'great tower therein, whereunto the whole multitude fled, he 
iBide preparation to besiege it. Now as he was rushing 
WfA violetice near the gates, a woman threw a piece of a 
fc^^lrflstone upon his head, upon which Abimelech fell down ; 
^;!liiid 'denred his armour-bearer to kill him, lest his death 
[' %lMibkl be thought to be the work of a woman, who did what 
■ Vie. Wto'bid to £>. So he underwent this death as a punish- 
L -fli^nt^ -fiir tlw' wickedness he had perpetrated against his bns 
'fUftey nd his insdent barbarity to the Shechemites. Now 
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Che calamity that happened to those Shechemites was accord- 
ing to the prediction of Jotham. However, the army that 
was with Abimelechy upon his fall, was scattered abroad, 
and went to their own homes. 

6. Now it was that Jair the Gileaditc,* of the tribe of 
Manasseh, took the government. He was a man happy in 
other respects also, but particularly in his children, who 
were of a good character. They were thirty in number, and 
very skilful in riding on horses, and were intrusted with the ' 
government of the cities of Gilead. He kept the govern- 
ment twenty-two years, and died an old man ; and he was 
buried in Camon, a city of Gilead. 

7. And now all the affairs of the Hebrews were managed 
unoertfunly, and tended to disorder, and to the contempt of 
God and of the laws. So the Ammonites and Philistines 
had them in contempt, and laid waste the country with a 
great army ; and when they had taken all Perea, they were 
so insolent as to attempt to gain the possession of all the rest : 
but the Hebrews, being now amended by the calamities they 
had undergone, betook themselves to supplications to God ; 
and brought sacrifices to him, beseeching him not to be too 
severe upon them, but to be moved by their prayers to leave 
off his anger against them. So God became more merciful 
to them, and was ready to assist them. 

8. When the Ammonites had made an expedition into the 
land of Gilead, the inhabitants of the country met them at a 
certain mountain, but wanted a commander. Now there 
was one whose name was Jephtha, who, both on account of 
his father^s virtue, and on account of that army which he 
maintained at his own expenses, was a potent man : the Is- 
raelites therefore sent to him, and entreated him to come to 
their assistance, and promised him the dominion over them 
all his lifetime. But he did not admit of their entreaty ; 
and accused them, that they did not come to his assistance 
when he was unjustly treated, and this in an open manner by 
liis brethren ; for they cast him off, as not having the same 
mother with tiie rest, but born of a strange mother, that was 
introduced among them by his father^s fondness, and this 
they did out of a contempt of his inability [to vindicate him- 
self.] So he dwelt in the country of Gilead, as it is called, 
and received all that came to him, let them come from what 
place soever, and paid them wages. However, when they 
pressed him to accept the dominion, and sware that they 

* Our pTCMDt copies of Joteplras aU onit Tola «mong the Judges, though the 
other oopws have him next after Abinidech, aiid allot twenty-throe yean to hu 
administration. Judges x, 1, 2 ; yet do all Joiiq>luiK*B commentaton conclude, 
that in JosephusV sum of the yean of the Judgtw his twenty-three yean are 
includcil ; hence we are to confess, that somewhat has been here lost out of his 
copies. 
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would grant him the government over them all hb lifct he 
led them to the war. 

9. And when Jephtha had taken immediate care of their 
affairs, he placed his army at the city Mispeh, and sent a 
message to the Ammonite f king,] complaining of his unjust 
possession of their land. But that king sent a contrary mes- 
sage ; and complained of the Exodus of the Israelites out of 
Egypt, and desired him to go out of the land of the Amo- 
rites, and yield it up to him, as at first his paternal inheri- 
tance. But Jephtha returned this answer, ^* That he did not 
justly complain of his ancestors about the land of the Amo« 
rites, and ought rather to thank them, that th^ left the land 
of the Ammonites to them, since Moses could have taken it 
also; and that neither would he recede frcHn that land of 
their own, which God had obtained for them, and they had 
DOW inhabited [above] three hundred years, but would fig^t 
with them about it."" 

10. And when lie had given them this answer, he sent the 
ambassadors away. And when he had prayed for victory, 
and had vowed to perform sacred offices, and if he came 
home in safety, to oner in sacrifice what living creatures so- 
ever should nrst meet him,* lie joined battle with the enemy, 
and gained a great victory, and in his pursuit slew the ea&> 
mies all along as far as the city Minnith. He then passed over 
to the land of the Ammonites, and overthrew many of their 
cities, and took their prey, and freed his own people tnm 
that slavery whicli they had undergone for eighteen years. 
But as he came back, he fell into a calamity no way corres- 
pondent to the great actions he had done ; for it was his 
daughter that came to meet him ; she was also an only child 
and a vir^n : u|x>n this Jephtha heavily lamented the great- 
ness of his affliction, and blamed his daughter for being so 
forward in meeting him, for he had vowea to sacrifice her to 
God. However, this action that was to befsl her was not 
ungrateful to her, since she should die upon occasion of her 
father'*s victory, and the liberty of her fellow^citizena : she 
only desired her father to give her leave for two months, to 
bewail her youth with her fellow-citi^ns; and then she agreed 
that at the fore*mentioned time he might do with tier accoitU 
ing to his vow. Accordingly, when tliat time was over, he 
sacrificed his daughter as a bumt-oftering, offering such an 

* Josephus justly condemns JephUui, as do tlic Apostolical ConsdtutiofiSy B. 
Tii, ch. xxxvii, for his rash vow, whether it were for sacriHi*ing his daughter, m^ 
Jottephus tliought» or for dedicating her, who was his only child, to perpetual vir. 
ginity, at the tabernacle or elsewhere, which I rather supiKSse. If he had vowed 
licr for a saorUice the ought to have been redeemed, I/cv. xxvii, 1-8 ; but of the 
MDM of verses 28, V9, as relating not to things vowed to God. but devoted to de. 
. MiMCtion, see the note on Antiq. B, v, ch. i, sect. 9- 
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oblation as was neither conformable to the law, nor accept- 
able to God, not weighing with himself what opinion the 
hearers would have of such a practice. 

11. Now the tribe of Ephraim foueht against him, because 
he did not take them along with him in his expedition against 
the Ammonites, but because he alone had the preV} and the 
glory of what was done to himself. As to which he said, 
first, that they were not ignorant how his kindred had fought 
against him, and that, when they were invited, they did not 
ocftne to his assistance, whereas they ought to have come 
quickly, even befcure they were invited. And, in tlie next 

Elace, that they were going to act unjustly ; for while tliey 
ad not courage enough to fight their enemies, they came 
hastily against their own kindred : and he threatcneil them, 
that, with God^s assistance, he would inflict a punishment 
upon them, unless they would grow wiser. But when he 
could not persuade them, he fought with them with those 
forces which he sent for out of Gilead, and he made a great 
slaughter among them ; and when they were beaten, he pur. 
nied them, and seized on the passages of Jordan by a p&vi 
of his army which he had sent before, and slew about forty- 
two tliousond of them. 

12. So when Jephtha had ruled six years he died, and was 
buried in his own country Sebee, which is a ])Iacc in the 
Und of Gilead. 

18. Now when Jephtlia was dead, Ibzan took the govern- 
ment, being of the tribe of Judah, and of the city of Betli- 
lehem. He had sixty children, th'uly of them sons, and the 
rest daughters ; all which he left alive behind him, giving th^ 
daughters in marriage to hu^jands, and taking wives for his 
sons. He did nothing in the seven years of his administra- 
tion that was worth recording, or deserved a memorial. So 
he died an old man, and was buried in his own country. 

14. When Ibzan was dead after this manner, neither did 
Helon, who succeeded him in the government, and kept it 
ten years, do any thing remarkable ; he was of the tribe of 
Zebulon. 

1.5. Abdon, also the son of Hilel, of the tnhe of Epliraiiu, 
and 1)orn at tlic city Pyrathon, was ordained their supreme 

Evcrnor after Helon. He is only recorded to have been 
ppy in his children; for the public affairs were then so 
peaceable, and in such security, that neither did he perform 
any glorious action. He had forty sons, and by them left 
thirty grand-children; and he marched in state witli thesi* 
seventy, who were all very skilful in riding horses, and he 
left them all alive after him. He died an old man ; and ob- 
tained a magnificent burial in Pyrathon. 
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_CHAP: VIII. 

Canceruifig the Fortitude qf Samson^ and what mischiefi 

h£i brought upon tlic PhUiMines, 

?1. After Abdon was dead, the Philistines overcame the 
sraelitesy and received tribute of them for forty years ; from 
which distress they were delivered after this manner. 

S. Tliere was one Manoab« a person of such ffreat virtue 
that he hud few men his equals, and without dispute the 
principal person of his country. He had a wife celebrated 
for her beauty, and excelling her contemporaries. He had 
no children ; and being uneasy at his want of posterity, he 
entreated God to give them seed of their own bodies to suc- 
ceed them ; and with that intent he came constantly into the 
suburbs,* together with his wife, which suburbs were in the 
great plain. Now he was fond of his wife to the degree of 
madness, and on that account was unmeasurably jealous of 
her. Now when his wife was once alone, an apparition was 
seen by her ; it was an angel of God, and resembled a young 
man, beautiful and tall, and brought her the good news, that 
she should have a son, born by God^s providence, that should 
be a goodly child, of great strength, by whom, when he was 
grown up to man^s estate, the Philistines should be afflicted. 
He exhorted her also not to poll his hair, and that he riiould 
avoid all other kinds of drink, (for so had God commanded,) 
and be entirely contented with water. So the angel, when 
he had delivered that message, went his way, his coming hav- 
ing been by the will of Gtxl. 

3. Now the wife informed her husband, when he came 
home, of what the angel had said, who showed so great an 
admiration of the beauty and tallness of the young man that 
had appeared to her, that her husband was astonished, and 
out of nimself for jealousy, and such suspicions as are excited 
by that passion : but she was desirous to have her husband^s 
unreasonable sorrow taken away ; ^accordingly, she entreated 
God to send the angel again that he might be seen by her 
husband. So the angel came again by the favour of God, 
while they were in the suburbs, and appeared to her when 
she was auone, without her husband. She desired the angel 
to stay so long till she. might bring her husband ; and that 
request being granted, she goes to call Manoeh. When he 
saw the angel he was not yet free from suspicion, and he de- 
nted him to inform him of all that he had told his wife : but 

* I can discover no reason vi\\y Manoah and his wife cainc so constantly into 
these suburbs (o pray for children, but because there was a synagogue or place of 
drvoCion in those suburbs* 
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when he said it was suificient that she alone knew what he 
had said, he then requested of him to tell who he was, that 
when the child was born they might return him thanks, and 
give him a present. He replied, that he did not want any 
present, for that he did not bring them the good news of the 
trirth of a son out of the want of any thing. And when Ma- 
noah had entreated him to stay, and partake of his hospita- 
lity, he did not give his consent. However, he was persuaded, 
at the earnest request of Manoah, to stay so long as while he 
brought him one mark of his hospitality : so he slew a kid of 
the goats, and bid his wife boil it. When all was ready, the 
angel enjoined him to set the loaves and the flesh, but with- 
out the vessels, upon the rock ; which, when they had done, 
be touched the flesh with the rod which he had m his hand, 
which, upon the breaking out of a flame, was consumed, toge- 
ther with the loaves. And the angel ascended openly, in their 
sight, up to heaven, by means of the smoke, as by a vehicle. 
Now Manoah was afraid that some danger would come to 
them from the sight of God, but his wife bid him be of good 
courage ; for that God appeared to them for their benefit. 

4. So the woman proved with child, and was careful to olv 
serve the injunctions that were given her, and they called the 
child, when he was bom, Samson, which name signifies one 
that is siranff. So the 'child grew apace, and it appeared evi- 
dently that he would be a prophet,* both by the moderation 
of his diet, and the ])ermission of his hair to grow. 

5. Now when he once came with his parents to Timnath, 
a city of the Philistines,' when there was a great festival, he 
fell m love with a maid of that country, and he desired of 
his parents that they would procure him the damsel for his 
wife : but they refused so to do, because she was not of the 
stock of Israel ; yet because this marriage was of God, who 
intended to convert it to the benefit of the Hebrews, he over- 
persuaded them to brocure her to be espoused to him. And 
as he was continually coming to her parents, he met a lion, 
and though he was naked, he received his onset, and strang- 
led him with his hands, and cast the wild beast into a woody 
piece of ground on the inside of the road. 

6. And when he was going another time to the damsel, he 
lighted upon a swarm of bees making their combs in the breast 
of that lion, and taking three honeycombs away, he gave 
them, together with the rest of his presents, to the damsel. 

* Here by • prophet Josephm leem* only to mean one Uiat ww born by a 
p^TtJfMJBr providence, lived after the manner of a Nazaritc devoted to God, 
and was to have an extraordinary commisKion and strength from Ood for tlie 
judging and arenging his people UntiU without any proper pn^hetic revebtioDti 
jtflU. 
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Now the people of Timnath, out of a dread of theyoung 
man'^s strengtn, gave him, during the time of the weadtnK^ 
feafit, (for he then feasted them ail,) thirty of th^ most stout 
of their youth, in pretence to bo his companions, but in 
reality to be a guard upon him, that he might not attempt to 
give them any disturbance. Now as they were drinking 
merrily, and playing, Samson said, as was usual at $uch 
times, ^^ Come, if I propose you a riddle, and you can exr 
pound it in these seven days time, I will give you every one 
a. linen shirt and a garment, as the reward of your wisdom**" 
So they being very ambitious to obtain the glory of wisdom, 
together with the gains, desired him to propose his riddle : 
he said, *' that a devourer produced sweet food out of itself, 
though itself were vciy disagreeable.^ And when they 
were not able, in three days time, to find out the meaning of 
the riddle, they desired the damsel to discover it by the means 
of her husband, and tell it them, and they threatened to bum 
lier if she did not tell it them. So when the damsel en- 
treated Samson to tell it her, he at first refused to <lo it; 
but when she lay hard at him, and fell into tears, and made 
his refusal to tell it a sign of his unkindness to her, he in- 
formed her of his slaughter of a lion, and how he found bees 
in his breast, and carried away three honeycombs, and brought 
them to her. Thus he, suspecting nothing of deceit, inform- 
ed her of all, and she revealed it to tliosc that desired to know 
it. Then on the seventh davt whereon they were to expound 
the riddle proposed to them, they met together before Bun- 
setting, ana said, ^^ Nothing is more distigreeable than a lion 
to those that light on it, and nothing is sweeter than honey 
to those that make use of it'^ To which Samson made 
tliis rejoinder, ^< Nothing is more deceitful than a woman, 
for such was the ])erson tuat discovered- my interpretation to 
you.^ Acc(»dingly, he gave them the presents he had pn>- 
luised them, making such Askelonites as met him upon the 
road his prey, who were themselves Philistines also. But 
he divorcra this his wife, and the girl despised his anger, and 
was married to his conipanion, who uiade the former match 
iHJtween them. 

. 7. At this injurious treatment Samson was so provoked 
that he resolved to punish all the Philistines, as well as her : 
Ko it being Uicn summer-time, and the fruits of the land 
being almost ripe enough tor reaping, he caught three hun- 
dred foxes, and joining lighted torches to their tails, he sent 
them into the fields of the Pliilistines, by which means the 
fruits of the fields perished. Now, when the Philistines 
knew that this was Samson^s doing, and knew also for wliat 
( aiise ho did it, thov sent Uieir rulers to Timnath, and burned 
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hia former wife» and her relations, who had bccu the occamon 
of their misfortunes. 

8. Now when Samson had slain many of the PhiUstines 
in the plain country, he dwelt at Etam, which is a strong 
rock of the tribe of Judah ; for the Philistines at that time 
made an expedition against that tribe: but the people of 
Judah said, that they did not act justly with them, in inflict* 
ing punishments upon them while they paid their tribute, and 
this only on account of Samson^s offences. They answered, 
that in case they would not be blamed themselves, they must 
dttliver up Samson, and put him into their power. So tliey, 
being desirous not to be blamed themselves, came to the rock 
with three thousand armed men, and complained to Samson 
of the bold insults he had made upon the Philistines, wlio 
were men able to bring calamity upon the whole naticHi of 
the Hebrews; and they told liim they were come to take 
him, and to deliver him up to them, and put him into their 
power, so they desired him to bear this willingly. Accord* 
ii^ly when he had received assurance from them upon oath, 
that they would do him no other harm than only to dehver 
him into liis enemies^, hands, he came down from the rock, 
and put it into the power of his countrymen. Then did they 
bind him with two cords, and lead him on, in order to deliver 
him to the Philistines: and when they came to a certain 
place, which is now called The Jawbone^ on account of the 
great Action there performed by Samson, though of old it 
bad no particular name at ail, the Philistines, who had 
pitched their camp not far oft^ came to meet them with joy 
and shouting, as having done a great thing, and gained what 
they desired; but Samson broke his bonds asunder, and 
catching up the jawbone of an ass that lay down at his feet, 
fell upon his enemies, and smiting them with his jawbone, 
slew a liiousand of them, and put the rest to flight and into 
great disorder. 

9. Upon this slaughter Samson was too proud of what he 
had performed, and said that this did not come to pass by 
the assistance of God, but that his success was to be ascribed 
to his own courage; and vaunted himself, that <^ it was out 
of dread of him, that some of his enemies fell, and the rest 
ran away upon his use of the jawbone.'*^ But when a great 
thirst came upon him, he considered that human courage ift 
nothing, and bare his testimony that all is to be ascribed to 
God, and besought him that he would not be angry at any 
thing he had said, nor give him up into the hf nds of his ene- 
mies, but afford him .help under his affliction, and deliver 
him from the misfortune he was imder. Accordingly God 
was moved with his entreaties, and raised him up a plentiful 



54 ANTIQUITIBS OF THE JEWS. BOOK V. 

buatain of sweet water at a certain rock ; whence it was that 
Samson called the place The Jawbone,^ and so it is called to 
this day. 

IO4 After this fight Sanison bad the Philistines in con. 
tempt, and came to Gaza, and took up his lodgings in a cer- 
tmn inn. When the rulers of Gaza were informed of his 
coming thither, they seized upon the gates, and placed men 
in ambush about them, that he might not escape witliout 
being perceived. But Samson, who was acquainted with 
their contrivances against them, arose about midnight, and ran 
by force upon the gates, with their posts and beams and the 
rest of their wooden furniture, and carried them away on his 
shoulders, and bare them to the mountain that is over He- 
bffon, and there laid them down. 

11. However, he at length transgressed -f- the laws of his 
country, and altered his own regular way of living, and imi- 
tated the strange customs of foreigners ; which thing was the 
beginning of his miseries ; for he fell in love n^ith a woman 
that was an harlot, among the Philistines : her name was De- 
lilahj and he lived with her. So those that administered the 
public affairs of the Philistines, came to her, and with pro- 
mises induced her to get out of Sanison what was the cause 
of that his strength, by whidi he became unconquerable to 
bis enemies. Accordingly, when they ivere drinking, and 
had the like conversation together, she pretended to admire 
the actions he had done, and contrived to get out of him by 
subtilty, by what means he so much excelled others in 
strength. Sanison, in order to delude Delilah, for he had 
not yet lost his senses, replied, that if he were lK)und with 
Bucli seven green withes of a vine as might still be wreathed, 
he should be weaker than any other man. The woman said 
no more then, but told this to the rulers of the Philistines, 
and hid certain of the soldiers in ambush within the house, 
and when he was disordered in drink, and asleep, she bound 
him as fast as possible with the withes, and then upon her 
awakening him, she told him some of the people were upon 
him ; but he broke the withes, and endeavoured to defend 
himself, as though some of the people were upon liini. Now 
this woman, in the constant conversation Sanison had with 
her, pretended, that she took it very ill that he had such 
little confidence in her affections to him, that he would not 

* This fountain called Lrbl^ or the Jawbone, is Rtill in being, as traveUen 
assure us, and was known by this very name in the days of Josephus, ani 
has been known by the same name in all dicsc past ages. 4Sec Antiq. B. tS 
rhap. xii, sect. 1. 

f Sec this justly observed in the Apostolical Constitutions, B. vii, cha| 
xxxvii, that Samson's* prayer was henrd. but that it wa'j W'fttrv this hU trwi 
fCrcsHion. 
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tell her wliat &he desired, as if she would not conceal what 
ahe knew it was for his interest to have concealed. How- 
ever, he deluded her again, and told her, that if they bound 
him with seven cords, he should lose his strength. And 
when, upon doing this she gained nothing, he told her the 
third time, that his hair should be woven into a web ; but, 
when upon doing this^ the truth was not yet discovered, at 
length Samson, upon Delilah^s {n-ayer, (for he was doomed 
to fall into some affliction,) was desirous to please her, and 
told her. That ^< God took care of him, and that he was 
bom by his providence, and tiiat thence it is that I suffer 
my hair to grow, God having charged me never to poll my 
h»Eul, and thence my strength is according to the increase 
and continuance of my hair.'" When she hail learned tlius 
much, and had deprived him of his hair, she delivered him 
up to his enemies, when he was not strong enough to de- 
fend himself from their attempts upon him ; so they put out 
his eyes, and bound him, and had him led about among 
them. 

IS. But in process of time Samson^s hair grew again^ 
And there was a public festival among the Philistines, when 
the rulers, and those of the most eminent character, were 
feasting t(^^her, (now the room wherein tliey were had its 
roof supported by two pillars;) so they sent for Samson, 
and he was brought to their feast, that they might insult him 
in their cups. Hereupon he, thinking it one of the greatest 
misfortunes, if he should not be able to revenge himself 
when he was thus insulted, persuaded the boy that led him 
by the hand, that he was weary and wanted to rest himself, 
and desired he would bring him near the pillars; and as 
soon as he came to them, he rushed with force against them, 
and overthrew the house by overthrowing its pillars, with 
three thousand men in it, who were all dain, and Samson 
with them. And such was the end of this man, when he 
had ruled over the Israelites twenty years. And, indeed, 
this man deserves to be admired for his coiurage and strength,' 
and magnanimity at his death, and that his wrath against his 
enemies went so far as to die himself with thein. But as for 
his being ensnared by a woman, that is to be ascribed to Ihi- 
man nature, which is too weak to resist the temptations to 
that sin ; but we ought to bear him witness, that in all other 
respects he was one of extraordinary virtue. But his kin- 
dred took away his body, and buried it in Sarasat, his own 
country, with the rest of hi» family. 
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CHAP. IX. 

ffawj under ElTa Government of the Israelites, Booz married 
Ruthfjrofn wftom eame Obed, the Grandjuther tf David, 

§ 1. Now after the death of Samson, Eli the hieh-priest 
was governor of the Israelites. Under him, when tRe coun- 
try was afflicted with a famine, Elimelecli of Bethlehem, 
which is a city of the tribe of Judah, being not able to sup. 
port his family under so sore a distress, took with him Na- 
omi his wife, and the children that were bom to him by her, 
Chilion and Mahlon, and removed liis habitation into the 
land of ^loab ; and upon the happy pros|)erity of his affairs 
there, he took for his sons wives of the Moabites, Orphah 
for Chilion, and Ruth for jVIahlon. But in the compass of 
ten years, both Klimelech, and a little while after him, the 
sons died ; and Naomi, being ver}' uneasy at these accidents, 
and not able to lx?ar her lonesome condition, now those that 
were dearest to her were dead, on whose account it was that 
die had gone away from her own country, she returned to it 
again, for she had been informed it was now in a flourishing 
condition. However, her daughters-in-law were not able 
to think of ])arting with her ; and when they had a mind to 
go out of the country with her, she could not dissuade them 
from it : but when they insisted u]kiii it, she wished them a 
more happy wedlock than they had had with her sons, and 
that they might have prosperity in other respects also ; and 
fleeing her own affairs were so low, she exhorted them to 
stay where they were, and not to think of leaving their own 
country, and partaking with lier of that uncertainty under 
which she must return. Acconlingly Orphah stayed behind, 
but she took liuth along with her, as not to be persuaded to 
stay l)ehind her, but would take her fortune with her, what^ 
soever it should prove. 

S. When Kutn was come with her mother-in-law to Beth- 
lehem, B(x)Z, who was near of kin to Elimelech, entertained 
her ; and when Naomi was so called by her fellow^itizcDS, 
acconling to her true name, she said, ^^ You might more 
truly call me Mara."' Now Naomi signifies in the Hebrew 
tongue, happiness^ and Mara, sorrow. It was now reaping 
time; and liuth, by the leave of her mother-in-law, went 
out to glean, that they might get a stock of corn for their 
food. Now it happened that she came into Booz'^s field; 
and after some time Booz came thither, and when he saw 
the damsi'l, he inquired of his servant that was set over the 
rea]K'rs concerning the girl. The servant had a Httle Iwforc 
inquired alM)Ut all her circunistancos, and told them to his 
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master, who kindly embraced bet, bolh on occbant of her 
affection to her mother-in-Uw and her reraembranoe af that 
aon of hers, to whom she had been married, and wished 
that she might experience a prosperous rondidon; so he 
denred her not to glean, but to reap what she was aUc, and 
gave her leave to carry it home. He also gave it in charge 
t0 that servant who was over the reapers, not to hinder her 
when she took it away, and bid him give her her dinner, and 
loake her drink, when he did the like to the reapers. Now 
vhat com Huth received of him she kept for her mother-in^ 
law, and came to her in the evening, and brought the cars of 
com ^ith her ; and Naomi had kept for her a part of such 
food as her neighbours had plentifully bestowed upon her. 
Huth also told her mother-in-law what Booz had said to 
her ; and when the other had informed her that he was near 
of kin to them, and perhaps was so pious a man as to make 
aome provisk^n for them, she went out again on the days fol* 
loving to gather the gleanings with Booz'^s maid-servant& 

S. It was not many days before Book, after the barley was 
winnowed, slept in his thrashing-floor. Whcii Naomi was 
infocmed of this circumstance, she contrived it so that Ruth 
abouU lie down by him, for siie tlxuight it might be for their 
advaotage, that he should discourse with the girL Aooord* 
i^y, she sent the damsel to sleep at his feet, who went as 
she bade her, for she did not thmk it consistent with her 
duty to contradict any command of her niother-in-law'*s. And 
at first she lay concealed from Booz, as he was fast asleep ; 
but when he awaked about midnight, and perceived a woman 
lying by him, he asked who she was ; and when she told 
him ncr name, xmd desired, that he whom slie owned for her 
lord would excuse her, he then said no more, but in the 
morning lx*fore the servants Ix^gan to set about their work 
he awaked her, and hid her take as much barley as she was 
able to carry, and go to her mother4n*law before any body 
there shouUl see that she had lain down by him, because it 
Iras but prudent to avoid any reproach that might arise on 
that account, especially when there had been, nothing done 
that was ill. But as to the main poipt she aimed' at, the 
matter siiould rest here, '^ He tluit is nearer of kin than I 
am siiail be asked . whether, he Wants to toko Ihee to wife ; 
if he says he does^ thou shalt follow hiaa; but if he refuse 
it, I will marry thee according to the law.'^ 

4. When she had informed her mother-in-law of this, they 
were very glad of it, out of the hope they had that Booz 
would make provision for them.. Xo%', ulioiU noop, Boojs 
vttnt down into the city» and gatheilefi -the senate U^ether; 
mmL when he had sent for Ruth» .he called fiir hcT kinsman 



S68 ANTIQUITIES- OF THE JEWS. BOOK V. 

alio; and when he was come^ he said, ** Dost not thou retain 
the inheritance of Elimelech and his sons?^ He confessed 
that he did retain it, and that he did as he was permitted to 
do by the laws, because he was their nearest kinanan. Then 
said Booz, *^ Thou must not remember the laws bj halves, 
but do every thing according to them ; for the wife of Mah* 
Ion is come hither, whom thou must marry, aoeordii^ to the 
laws, in case thou wilt retain' their fields.^ So the man yield- 
ed up both the field and the wife to Booz, who was hunadf 
of kin to those that were dead, as alleging that hie had a wife 
already, and children also ; so Boos called the senate to wit- 
ness, and bid the woman to loose his shoe, and spit in his 
fttoe, according to the law ; and when this was done^ Boos 
married Ruth, and they had a son within a yearns time. Na^ 
omi was herself a nurse to this child ;. and by the advice of 
the women called him Obed, as being to be brought up in or^ 
der to be subservient to her in her old age, for Obea in the 
Hebrew dialect signifies a servani. The son of Obed was 
Jesse, and David was his son, who was kingj and left his do- 
minions to his sons for one and twenty generations. I was, 
therefore, obliged to relate this history of Ruth, because I 
had a mind to demonstrate the power of Grod, who, without 
difficulty, can raise those that are of ordinary parentage lo 
dignity and splendour, to which he advanced David, though 
be were bom of such mean parents. 
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GHAP. X. 



Concerning tlte Birth of Samtiel; and luiw he Jbrekld the 
Calamity thai hefett the Sons ofEli. 

1. And now, upon the ill state of the affairs of the He- 
brews, they made war again upon the Philistines. The oc* 
casion was this: Eli the high-priest had two sons, Hopfaai 
and Phineas. These sons of Eli were guilty of injustice 
towards men, and of impiety towards God, and abstained 
from no sort of wickedness. Some of their gifts they car- 
ried off*, as belonging to the honourable employment they 
had, others they took away by violence. They also were 
guilty of impurity with the women that came to worship 
God [at the tabernacle,] obliging some to submit to theff 
lust by force, and enticing others oy bribes ; nay, the whole 
course of their lives was no better than tyranny. Their fa- 
ther, therefore, was angry at them for such their wickedness, 
and expected that God* would suddenly inflict bis punish- 
ments upon than fi>r what they had done. The multitude 
took it heinously also. And aa soon as God had fioretold 
what calamity would befall Eli's sons, which he did both to Eli 



CHAP. X. ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. «50 

himself, and to Samuel the prophet, who was yet but a child, 
ho openly showed his sorrow for his sons^ destructif^. 

S. I will first despatch what I have to say about the pfo- 
' |diet Samuel, and after that will proceed to speak of the 
aona of Eli, and the miseries they brought on the whole 
people of the Hebrews. Elcanah, a Levite, one of a mid- 
dle condition among his fellow-citizens, and one that dwelt 
at Ramathaim, a city of the tribe of Ephraim, married two 
wives, Hannah and Pininnah. He had children by the lat- 
ter, but he loved the other best, although she were barren. 
Now Elcanah came with his wives to the dty Shiloh to sa^ 
crifice, for there it was that the tabernacle of God was fixed, 
as we have formerly said. Now, when after he had sacri- 
ficed, he distributed at that festival portions of the flesh to 
his wives and children; and when Hannah saw the other 
wife^s children sitting round about their mother, she fell into 
tears, and lamented herself on account of her barrenness and 
lonesomeness ; and suffering her grief to prevail over her 
husband''s consolations to her, she went to the tabernacle to 
beseech God to give her seed, and to make her a mother ; 
and to vow to consecrate the first son she should bear to the 
service of God, and this in such a way that his manner, of 
living should not be like that ci ordinary men. And as she 
continued at her prayers a long time. Eh the high-priest^ for 
he sat there before tne tabernacle, bid her go away, thinking 
she had been disordered with wine ;■ but when she said ishe 
had drank water, but was in sorrow for want of children, and 
was beseeching God for them, he bid her be of good cheer, 
and told her that Gtxl would send her children. 

3. So she came to her husband full of hope, and ate her 
meal with gladness: and when they had returned to their 
own coimtry she found herself with child, and they had a 
son bom to them, to whom they gave the name of Samuel, 
which may be styled one that was Mked of God. Tliev there- 
fore came to the talicmacle to offer sacrifice for the birth of 
the child, and brought their tithes with them ; but the wo- 
man remembered the vow she had made concerning her son, 
and delivered him to Eli, dedicating him to Gt)d, that he 
might become a prophet. Accordingly, his hair was suffered 
to grow long, and his drink was water. So Samuel dwelt 
and was brought up in the temple. But Elcanah had other 
sons by Hannah, and three daughters. 

4. Now when Samuel was twelve years old he l)egan to 
prophesy ; and when he was once asleep, God called to him 
©y nis name ; but he supposing he had been called by the 
higli-priest, came to him ; but when the high-priest said he 
did not call him, God did so thrice. Eli was then so far il- 
luniinnted, that he said to him, *f Indeed, Sanuici, I was 
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silent now as well as before ; it is. Ood that ddls thee ; do 
thou, therefore, signify it to him, and say, I am here ready .^ 
So when he heard God spealcagain, he desired bun to speak 
and to deliver wliat orades he pleased to him, for he would 
.not fail to perform any ministration whatsoever he should 
make use of him in; to which God. replied, *^ Since thou art 
.here ready, learn what miseries are coming upon the Israel- 
ites, such indeed as wards cannot declare, nor faith heheve ; 
for the sons of Eli shall die on one day^ and the priesthood 
shall be transferred into the family of Eleazar, for Eli hath 
loved l^B.sons qfiore than, he hath loved my worship, and to 
suidi a degree as is not for their advantage.^ Wnich mes- 
sage Eli obliged the prophet by oath to tell him, for other- 
wise he hf|d no indinatibn to afflict him by telling it. And 
now Eli had a fax mote sute expectation of the perdition of 
his sons : but the glory of Samliel increaised more and more, 
it being found by experience, that whatsoever he prophesied 
came to pass acc^ingly.* 



CHAP. XL 

IleretH is declared xehat be/Hi the Sons of Eli ^ the ^rk^ and 
the People ; Md hno Ell himself died iniserdbly. 

,§ 1. About this time it was. that the Philistines made war 
against the Isrstdit^s, and pitched their camp at the city Aphek. 
!tyow when the Israelites bad expected them a.little while^ the 
very, next day they joined battle, apd the Philistines were 
conquerors, and slew above four tlH)Usand of the Hebrews, 
xmd pursued the rest of their multitude to their ^nip. 

^. So the Hebrews l}eing afraid of the Worst, swt to the 
senate, and to the highrpriest, and desired that they would 
bring the ark of Qod, that, by putting themselves in array 
when it was present with them, they might be too hard for 
their enemies, as not reflecting that he who had condemn^ 
them, to endqre these ..calamities was greater than the ark, 
and for whose sake it was that this ark camie to be honoured. 
So the ark came, and die son^ of the high-priest -with it, 
having received a charge from their father, that if they pre^ 
tended to survive the taking of the ark, they should come no 
more into his presence ; ior Phiqeas officiated already as 
high-priest, his father having resigned bis ofiice U> hjm by 
reason of his great age. So the Hebrews were full of oou- 

■ Although there have been a few occasional' prophets before, yet w« ,thii 
Samuel the first of a constant succession of prophets in the Jew^ nation, as b 
implifid in St. Peter's w<»da, Acts iii^ 24. ^ Vea, and all the prophets fton 
Samoel^ and those that follow after, jss many as have spolccn, haw likeariae fcM^ 
told of tSioie days.** See also Acts xiii, 2b ; the other were rather sometiniei 
called rl^^# ^^int^ MMt r, 41 : xHi, I T. 
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rage, as supposing that by the coining of the ark they should 
be too hard for their enemies ; their enemies also were ^['eatly 
concerned, and were afraid, of the liflCs coming to the Ismel- 
ites; however, the upshot did not prove agreeable to the 
expectation of both sides ; but wfien the battle was joined, 
that victory which the Hebrews expected was gained by the 
Philistines, and that defeat the Philistines were afraid of 
fell to the lot of the Israelites, and thereby they found that 
they hadput their trust in the ark in vaiii, for they were present- 
ly beaten as soon as they came to a .close fight with their ene- 
mies, and lost about thirty thousand men, among which were 
the sons of the high-priest ; biit the ark was carried away 
by the enemies. , . 

3, \Vlien the news of this defeat, came to Shiloh, iwith Uiat 
of the captivity of the arlc, (for a certain youDg. man>.a Ben- 
jamite, wno was in the action, camie as a messenger, thither), 
the whole city was full of lamentations. And Eli the high- 
priest, who sat upon an high throne at one of the gates, heard 
their mournful cries» and supposed dial some strange thxag 
hadbefalleu his family : so he sent &r the young man ; and 
whbn lie anderstood what, had happcDcd m the battle^ he 
was not much uneaqr* aa to his sons, or what wasitoldhini 
withal about ihearmyv as haviiig< beforehand known by di*. 
vine tevelalioh that. those tlnngis would haf^MOyfaibi having 
kinaelf declared them befordiand, for what; sad things come 
unexpeetedLy thej distress men the moat; but aa soon aa 
the ark was earned captive bv their entmiety fati was yery> 
much grieved at k, because it fell out ^te diffetentdy froK 
what he expected ;. so he fell down from his thrame, and died^ 
having in all lived ninetj-<igfat yeort^ and of than ndtained 
the governmrot forty. 

4 On the same day his son Phinea&Vtrife died alsoy as 
not aUe to survive the misfortuner of her husband; for thiew- 
told her of her husband-s death as she was hi labour. How. 
ever, sh^ bare a son at seven months, which livedo and to 
which they gave the name of laiad, which nomesignifiee 
iiigrace^ aikt this, beeause the vmy received m dUgrace at 
this limek . • ■ ' 

5. Now Eli was tbe first cf the family o£ Ithanor, Uie 
other son of Aaron, that had the gbvemment,. for Ae hmfy 
of Eloaxar ofi|ciatdd- aaU^lirpriest at first; the sov still r«&. 
oetving that honour fmn the rathiBi^ which Eleazar faeq^eath^ 
ed u>-his son Phineas'; after whom Abieaer Ms somtook tbe 
honour, and delivered it to his smr, wkee name was Bvkkit 
from whom, hia son Oii received it; after' whom Eli^ of 
whom we hav^ been speaking, had the. priesthood) apd so he 
and his posterity untif the time of SnlooumV reigOi; but then 
the posterity of Eleazar reassumcd it. 
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CHAP. I. 



The Destruction that came upon the Philistines, and upon 
their Land^ by the tcrath of God^ on account of their 
haxing carried the Ark away captive ; and after what 
rrumner they sent it bach to tne Bebrews. 

(| 1. When the Philistines had taken the ark of the He- 
brews captive, as I said a little before, they carried it to the 
city Ashdod, and put it by their own god, who was called 
Dagohf* as one of their spoils ; but when they went into his 
temple the next morning to worship their God, they found 
him payinff^ the same worship to the ark, for he lay along, as 
having fallen down from the bans whereon he had stood : so 
they took him up, and ^t him on his basis again, and were 
much troubled at what had happened; and as Uiey frequendy 
came to Dagon and found him still Ijring along, in a posture 
of adoration to the ark, they were in very great distress and 
confusion. At length God sent a very destructive disease 
upon the dty and country of Asbdod, for they died of the 
dysentery or flux, a sore distemper, that brought death upon 
them very suddenly ; for before the soul could, as tiisual in 
easy deaths, be well loosed from the body, they brought tip 
their entrails, and vomited up what they had eaten, and wfaat 
was entirely oomipted by the disease. And as to the fruits 
of their country, a great multitude of mice arose out of the 
earth and hurt them, and spared neither the plants- nor the 
fruits. Now while the people of Ashdod were under these 
misfortunes, and were not able Co support themselves under 
their calamities, they perceived that they suffered thus because 
of the ark, and that the victory they had gotten, and their 
liaving taken the ark captive, had not happened for their 
good ; they therefore, sent to the people of Askelon, and de- 
sired that they. would receive the ark among them.- This 
desire of the people of Ashdod was not disagreeable to those 

Dagon, a fiunoui maritime god or idol^ in ffcacrally supposed to have been 
like a man abov<{ the naTd, atad uke a JIth bcMMh H. 
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of Askelon, so they granted them that favoar. But when 
they hod gotten the ark, they were in the name miiseniblc 
oondition ; for the ark carried along with it the disasters that 
the people of Ashdod had sufTercd, to those who received it 
jfiroin them. Those ol Askelon also sent it away from them- 
selves to others : nor did it stay among those others neither, 
for since they were pursued by the same disasters, they still 
sent it to the neighbouring cities; so that the ark went round, 
after this manner, to the five cities of the Philistines, as 
though it exacted these disasters as a tribute to be paid it for 
its coming among them. 

' £. When those that had experienced these miseries were 
tired out with them, and when those that heard of them were 
taught thereby not to admit the ark among them, since they 
paid so dear a tribute for it, at length they sought for some 
contrivance and method how they might get free from it : so 
the governors of the five cities, Gath, and Ekron, and Aske. 
km, as also of Gaza and Ashdod, met together, and consi- 
dered what was fit to be done ; and at the first they thought 
proper to send the ark back to its own people, as allowmg 
that God had avenged its cause ; that the miseries they had 
undergone came along with it, and that these were sent on 
their cities upon its account, and together with it. How- 
ever, there were those that said, they should not do so, nor 
Bufler themselves to be deluded, as ascribing the cause of 
their miseries to it, because it could not have such power and 
force upon them ; for had God had such a regard to it, it would 
not have been delivered into the hands of men : so they ex- 
horted them to be quiet, and to take patiently what had be- 
fallen them, and to suppose there was no other cause of it but 
nature, which at certain revolutions of time produces such 
mutations in the bodies of men, in the earth, in plants, and in 
all things that grow out of the earth. But the counsel that 
prevEuled over those already described was that of certiun men, 
who were believed to have distinguished themselves in former 
times for their imclerstanding and prudence, and who, in their 
present circumstances, seemed above all the rest to s))eak 
.properly. These men said, it was not right either to send 
the ark away, or retain it, but to dedicate five golden images, 
one for every city, as a thank-offering to God, on account of 
his having taken care of their preservation, and having kept 
them alive when their Ivves were likely to be taken awa^^ by 
such distempers as they were not able to bear up against. 
They also would have them make five golden mice,* Tike to 

■ Spanheim informs us here, thmt upon the coini of Tenwios, Mid those of 
ofhcr cities, s ^fictd-mmnc is engraven, together with ApoUn Smlnthewfy or 
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of liberty, but to take the proper methods to obtain it. Nor 
are you to be contented with an inclination to get clear of 
your lords and masters, while you still do what will procure 
your continuance under them : Be righteous then, uid cast 
wickedness out of your souls, and by your worship supplicate 
the divine majesty witli all your hearts, and persgrere in the 
lionour you pay to him ; for if you act thus, you Will enjoy 
prosperity ; you will be freed from your slavefy, and will get 
the victory over your etiemies ; which blessings it is not pos- 
sible you should attain, neither by weapons of war, nor by 
the strength of your bodies, nor by the multitude of your as- 
sistants ; for God has not promised to grant these blessings 
by those means, but being good and righteous men ; and if 
you will be such, I will be security to you for the perform- 
ance of God'*s promises.^ When Samuel had said thus, the 
multitude applauded his discourse, and were pleased with his 
exhortation to them, and gave their consent to resign them- 
jK^lves up to do what was pleasing to God. So Samuel ga- 
thered tnem together to a certain city called Mixpehy which 
signifies in the Hebrew tongue a TeatcK-towcr ; there they 
drew water, and poured out it to God, and fasted all day^ 
and betook themselves to their prayers. 

2. This their assembly did not esca)x? the notice of the 
Philistines ; so when tliey had learned that so large a com- 
pany had met together, they fell upon the Hebrews vdth a 
great army and mighty forces, as hoping to assault them 
when they did not expect it, nor were prepared for it. This 
thing affrighted the Hebrews, and put them into disorder 
and terror : so they came running to Samuel, and said, that 
*< their souls were sunk by their fears, and by the former 
defeat they had received, and that thence it was that we lay 
still, lest we should excite the power of our enemies against 
Hs. Now while thou hast brought us hither to offer up our 
prayers and sacrifices, and take oaths, [to be obedient,] our 
enemies are making an expedition agamst us, while we are 
naked and unarmed ; wherefore we have no other hope of 
deliverance but that by thy means, and b^ the assistance 
God shall afford us upon thy prayers to him, we shall ob- 
taiti deliverance from the Philistines.^ Hereupon Samuel 
bid them be of good cheer, and promised them that Gt>d 
would assist them ; and taking a sucking lamb, he sacrificed 
it for the multitude, and besought God to hold his protecting 
hand over them when they should fight with the Philistines, 
and not to overlook them, nor suffer them to come under 
a second misfortune. Accordingly, God hearkened to his 
prayers, and accepting their sacrifice with a gracious ihten- 
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tion, and such as was disposed to assist them, he granted 
thein victory and power over their enemies. Now while the 
altar bad tlie sacrifice of Gocl upon it, and had not yet con- 
sumed it wholly by its sacred fire, the enemies army marclied 
out of their camp, and was put in order of battle, and this 
in hope that they should be conquerors, since the Jews*^ 
were caught in aistressed circumstances, as neither having 
their weapons with them, nor being assembled there in order 
to fight. But things so fell out, that they would hardly have 
been credited though they had been foretold by any txxly ; 
for, in the first pUice, God disturbed their enemies with an 
earthquake, and moved the ground under them to such a 
degree, that he caused it to tremble, and made them to shake, 
insomuch that by its trembling, he made some unable to 
keep their feet, and made them fall down, and by opening 
its chasms, he caused that others should be hurried down 
into them : after which he caused such a noise of thunder 
to come among them, and made fiery lightning shine so ter- 
ribly round about them, that it was ready to bum their faces ; 
and he so suddenly shook their weapons out of their hands 
that he made them fly and return home naked. So Samuel 
with the multitude pursued them to Bcthcar, a place so 
called ; and there he set up a stone as a boundary of their 
Tictory, and their enemies flight, and called it the Sionc of 
Power J as a signal of thsLij)Ower God had given them against 
their enemies. 

S. So the Philistines, after this stroke, made no more ex- 
peditions against the Israelites, but lay still out of fear, and 
out of remembrance of what had befallen them : and what 
courage the Philistines had formerly against the Hebrews, 
that after this victory was transferred to the Hebrews. 
Samuel also made an expedition against the Philistines, and 
slew many of them, and entirely humbled their proud hearts, 
and took from them that country, which, when they were 
formerly conquerors in battle, they had cut off' from the 
Jews, which was the country that extended from the borders 
of Gath to the city Ekron : but the remains of the Canaan- 
ites were at this time in friendship with the Israelites. 

* This is the first place, «o far m I rcnicniber, in theie Antiquitirt, where 
•Toaephtts begins to call his nation Jrv#, he hmving hitherto usually, if not con- 
stantl^r, call^ them cither, Ilebrcvt or Israelites. The second place soon fol- 
lows, chap, iii, sect. 5. 
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CHAP. III. 

How Samuel, wlieii he teas so infirm rcith old Age that he 
caidd not take care qf the public Affairs, intrusted them 
to his Sms ; and haw, upon tlie evil Administratum qftfie 
Government by them, tne Multitude xcere so angry that 
they required to liave a King to govern them, oWiOfUgh 
Samuetwas much displeased thereat. 

§ 1. Box Samuel the prophet, when he had ordered the 
affairs of the people after a convenient manner, and had ap^ 
pointed a city for every district of them, he commanded 
them to oome to such cities, to have the controversies that 
they had one with another determined in them, he himaelf 
going over those ciues twice in a year, and doing them jus- 
tice ; and by that means he kept them in very good order fur 
a long time. 

9,, But afterwards he found himself oppressed with old 
age, and not able to do what he used to do, so he committed 
the government and the care of the multitude to his sons; 
the elder of which was called Joel, and the name of the 
younger was Abiah. He also enjoined them to reside and 
judge the people, the one at the city Bethel, and the other at 
Beersheba, and divided the people into districts tliat should 
be under the jurisdiction of each of them. Now these men 
afford us an evident example and demonstration, how some 
children are not of the like dispositions with their parents, 
but sometimes, perhaps, good and moderate, though born of 
wicked par^its, and sometimes showing themsdfves to be 
wicked, though born of good parents ; for these men, turning 
aside from their father's good courses^ and taking a course 
that was contrary to them, perverted justice for the filthy 
lucre of gifts and i)ribc8, and made their determinations not 
according to truth, but according to bribery, and turned aside 
to luxury, and a coatly way of living ; so that, as in the first 
place, they practised what was contrary to the will of Gr(x)» 
Ml did th^, in the second place, what was contrary to the 
will of the iHTophet their father, who had taken a great deal 
of care, ancf made a very careful provision that the multitude 
should be righteous. 

S. But the people, upon these injuries offered to their for- 
mer constitution and government by the prophetV sons, were 
very uneasy at their actions, and came running to the prophet, 
who then lived at the city Ramah, and informed him of the 
transgressions of his sons ; and said, that ^^ as he was himself 
old already, and too infirm by that age of his to oversee their 
affairs in the manner he used to do, so they begged of him. 
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and entreated hira to appoint some person to be king ovei* 
. ihem, who might rule over the nation, and avenge them of 
Ae Philistines, who ought to be punished for their former 
oppressions.^ These woids greatly aifflicted Samuel, on ac- 
'Oount of his imiate love of justice^ and his hatred to kingly 
'^vemment, for he was very fond of an aristocracy, as what 
niAde tlie men that used it of a divine and happy disposition : 
nor oould he either think of eating or sleeping, out of his 
ccncern and torment of mind at what they had said, but all 
•the night long did he continue awake, and revolved these nou 
tbns in his mind. 

4. While he was thus disposed* God appeared to him, and 
lOoimforted him, sayins, " Thait he ought not to be uneaiy at 

-what the multitude clesired, because it was not he but Him- 
self whom they so msolently despised* and would not have to 
be alone their king: that they had beein contriving these 
things from the very day that they came out of Egypt : that, 
however,' in ito long time they would sorely repent of what 
they did, which repentance yet oould not undo what was 
thus done for futurity.: that they would be sufficiently re- 
buked for their contempt, and the ungrateful conduct they 
have used towards me, and towards thy prophetic office. So 
I. command thee to ordain them such an one as I shall name 
beforehand to be theii* king, when thou hast first described 
what mischiefs kingly. government will bring upon them, and 
openly testified before them unto what a great change of af- 
fairs they are basting.^ 

5. When Samuel had. heard this, he called the Jews 
early in the morning, and confessed to them that he was to 
ordain them n king ; but he said that he was first to describe 
to them what would follow, what treatment they would re- 
ceive from their kings, and with how many misciiiefs they 
must struggle : " For know ye, said he, that, in the first 
place, they will take your sons away from you, and they will 
command some of them to be drivers of their chariots, and 
«ome to be their horsemen, and the guards of their body, and 
others of them to be runners brfore them, and captains of 
thousands, and captains of hundreds; they will also make 
them their artificers, makers of armour, and of chariots, and 
of instruments; they will make them their husbandmen also, 
and the curators of their own fields, and the diggers of their 
own vineyards; nor will there be any thing which they will 
not do at their commands, asif they were slaves bought with 
money. They will also appoint your daughters to be con- 
fectionecs, and cooks, and bakers ; and these will be obliged 
to do all sort^ of work, which women slaves, that are in fear 
of stripes and torments, submit to. They will, liesides this, 
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th« Foval portion before Saul. But wbea the time of goiog 
to \^ was come, the rest rose up« and every one of them 
went homey' but Saul stayed with the prophet^ he and. hit 
servant, and slept with them. 

2. But as soon as it was day^ Samuel raised up Saul out 
of his bed, and conducted him homeward ; and wnen he was 
out of the dty, he desired him to cause his servant .to so be- 
fore, but to stay behind himself, for that he had somewhat to 
say to him, when nobody else was present ' Accordingly Saul 
sent away his servant that followed him : then did the prophet 
take a vessel of aSL, and poured it upon the head of the young 
man, and kissed him, add said, ** Be thou a king, by the or- 
dination of. Grod, against the Fhilistinesy and for avenging the 
Hebrews for what thev have sufiered by them ; . of this thou 
shalt have a sign which I would have thee take notice of: as 
soon as thou art departed hence, thou wilt find three. men 

ri the road, going to worship God at Bethel, the first of 
h thou wilt see carrying three loaves of bread, the seond 
carrying a kid of the jgoats, and the third will foUov them 
carrying: a bottle of wme.. These men will salute thee^ and 
speak kindly to thee, and will, give thee two of their loaves, 
which thou shalt accept of. And thence thou shalt come 
to a place called RacheVs Monumenij where . thou shalt meet 
with those that will tell thee thy asses are found ; after this, 
when thou oomest to Gabatha, thou.shak overtdce a com* 
pany of prophets, and thou shalt be seized. with the divine 
spirit,* said prophecy along with them, till every one. that 
sees thee shall be astonished, and wonder, and say. Whence 
is it that the son of Eish has arrived at this degree of happi- 
ness?.. And when these signs havb happened to thee, know 
that GroA is with thee : then do thou salute thy father, and 
thy kindred. Thou shalt also come when I send fur thee to 
Gilgal, that we may ofier thank-ofieringa to God for these 
blessings."" When Samuel had said, this, and foretold these 
things, he sent the young man away. Now all things fieli out 
to Saul according to the prophecy of Samuel.. 
. S.. But as soun as Saul came into;the bouse of his kinsman 
Abner, whom indeed he loved better than the rest of his re- 
lations, he was asked. by him concerning his journey, and 
Vt\\aX accident.s happened to him therein ; and he concealed 
none of the other things from him, no, not his coming to 

Samud intimated to Saul, that theife ^1 were to be hia constant counaeOon, ai)d 
that he was to act not like a sole monarch, but with the advice and direction of these 
91 mcmben of that Jewiab Sanhedrim apwi all ocoasiona, which wentevci read 
jfll that he consulted afttrwaxd. 

* An instance of this divine fiiry we have after this in i^aul, chap, .r, sect. 2, 
S4- 1 ten. xi, 6. See the like, Judg. iii, 10 ; vi, 34 ; xi, P ; xiii^ 2& ; and 
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Samuel the prophet, nor how he told him the asses were 
found : but he said nothing to him about the kingdom, and 
what belonged thereto, which he thought would procure him 
eovy, and when such things are heard, they are not easily be- 
lieved ; nor did he think it prudent to tell those things to 
him, although he appeared very friendly to him, and one 
whom he loved above the rest of his relations, considering, I 
suppose, what human nature really is, that no one is a firm 
friend, neither among our intimates nor of our kindred, nor 
do they preserve that kind disposition when Grod advances 
men to great prosperity, but they are still ill-natured and 
envious at those that are in eminent stations. 

4. Then Samuel called the people together to the city 
Mispeh, and spake to them in the words following, which he 
aaid he was to speak by the command of God : that << when 
he had panted them a state of liberty, and brought their 
enemies mto subjection, they were become unmindful of his 
benefits, and rejected God that he should not be their King, 
as not considering that it would be most for their advantage 
to be presided over by the best of Beings, for God is the b^t 
of beings, and they chose to have a man for their king, while 
kings will use their subjects as beasts, according to the vio- 
lence of their own wills and inclinations, and other passions, 
as wholly carried away with the lust of power, but will not 
endeavour so to preserve the race of mankind as his own 
workmanship and creation, which, for that very reason, God 
would take care of. But since you have come to a fixed re- 
solution, and this injurious treatment of God has qiu'te pre- 
vailed over you, dispose yourselves by your tribes and scep- 
tres, and cast lots.^ 

5. When the Hebrews had so done, the lot fell upon the 
tribe of Benjamin ; and when the lot was cast for the families 
of this tribe, that which was called McUri was taken ; and 
when the lot was cast for the single persons of that family, 
Saul, the son of Kish, was taken for their king. When the 
young man knew this, he prevented [their sending for him,] 
and immediately went away and hid himself. I suppose it 
was because he would not have it thought that he willingly 
Cook the government upon him : nay, he showed such a 
degree of command over tiimself, and of modesty, that while 
the greatest part are not able to contain their joy, even in the 
gaining of small advantages, but presently snow themselves 

Siblicly to all men, this man did not only show nothing of 
at nature, when he was appointed to be the lord of so 
many, and so great tribes, but crept away, and concealed 
himself out of the sight of those he was to reign over, and 
made them seek him, and that with a good deal of trouble. 

VOL. I. T 
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S05 when the people were at a loss, and solicitous, because 
Saul disappeared, the prophet besought God to show wliere 
the young man was, and to produce him before them. Se^ 
when they had learned of God the place where Saul was 
hidden, they sent men to bring him ; and when he was come, 
they set. him in the midst of the multitude. Now, he was 
tailor than any of them, and his stature was very majestic. 

6. Then said the prophet, God g^ves you this man to be 
your king: see how he is higher than any of the people, and 
worthy of this dominion. So, as soon as the people had 
made acclamation, God save the kinff, the prophet wrote 
down what would come to pass in a book, and read it in the 
hearing of the king, and laid up the book in the tabernacle 
of Gt)d, to be a witness to future generations of what he had 
foretold. So when Samuel had finished this matter, he dis^ 
missed the multitude, and came himself to the dty Ramah, 
for it was his own country. Saul also went away to Gibeah, 
where he was bom : and many good men there were who 
paid him the respect that was due to him ; but the greater . 
part were ill men, who despised him, and derided the others, 
who neither did bring him presents, nor did they in aflPecticm, 
or even in words, regard to please him. 



CHAP. V. 

SauTs Expedition against the Nation qfihe Ammoniies^ and 
Victory over them, and the Spoils he took from 0%em. 

§ 1. After one month, the war which Saul had with N0- 
nash, the king of the Ammonites, obtained him respect from 
all the people, for this Nahash had done a great deal of mis- 
chief to the Jews that lived beyond Jordan by the expeditioll 
he had made against them with a great and warlike army. 
He also reduced their cities into slavery, and that not cmly 
by subduing them for the present, which he did by force and 
violence ; but weakening them by subtilty and cunning, that 
they might not be able afterward to get clear of the «aveiy 
they were under to him ; for he put out the right eyes* of 
th(»e that either delivered themselves to him upon terms, or 
were taken by him in war ; and this he did, that when their 
left eyes were covered by their shields, they might be wholly 
useless in war. Now when the king of the Ammonites had 
served those beyond Jordan in this manner, he led his army 

* Take here Theodoret's note, cited by Dr. Hudson ; << He that expoict hk 
shield to the enemy with his left hand, thereby hides hb left e]re, and looks- at 
the enemy with his right eye : he therefore that plucks out that eye makes men 
usdcwin war.** 
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against those thai were called Gileadites ; and having pitched 
his camp at the metropolis of his enemies, which was the 
dty of tJabesh, he sent ambassadors to them, commanding 
them either to deliver themselves up, on condition to have 
their right eyes plucked out, or to undergo a siege, and to 
have their cities overthrown. He gave them their choice, 
whether they would cut off a onall member of their body, or 
universally perish. However, the Gileadites were so af- 
frighted at these offers^ that they had not courage to say any 
thing to either of them, neither that they would deliver them- 
selves up, nor that they would fight him : but they desired 
that he would give them seven days respite^ that they might 
said ambassadors to their countrymen, and entreat their as- 
sistance, and if they came to assist them, they would fight ^ 
but if that assistance wefe impo8«ble to be obtained from 

^ them, they said they would deliver themselves up to suffer 

* whatever' ne pleased to inflict upon them. 

fL So Nahash, contemning the multitude of the Gileadites, 
and the answer they gave, allowed them a respite, and gave 
them leave to send to whomsoever they pleased for assistance. 
So tliey immediately sent to the Israelites, city by city, and 
informed them what Nahash had threatened to do to them, 
and what great distress they were in. Now the people fell 
into tears and grief, at the faeariiM; of what the ambassadors 
from Jabesh said, and the terror uey were in permitted them 
to do nothing more. But when the messengers were come 
to the city of king Saul, and declared the dangers in whidi 
the inhabitants of Jabesh were, the people were in the same 
affliction as those in the other cities, for they Idniented the 
calamity of those related to them. And when Saul was re- 
turned from his husbandry into the city, he found his fellow- 
citizens weeping ; and when, upon inquiry, he had learned the 
cause of the confusion and sadness they were in, he was seiz- 
ed with a divine fury, and sent away the ambassadors from 
the inhabitants of Jabesh, and promised them to come to 
their assistance on the third day, and to beat their enemies 
before sun-rising, that the sun, upon its rising, might see that 
they had already conquered, and were freed from the fears 
they were under ; but he bid some of them stay to conduct 
them the rijght way to Jabesh. 

3. So bemg desirous to turn the people to this war against 
the Ammonites by fear of the losses they should otherwise 
undergo, and that the^ might the more suddenly be gathered 
together, he cut the sinews of his oxen, and threatened to do 
the same to aU such as did not come with their annour to 
Jordan the next day, and follow him and Samuel the prophet 
whithersoever they should lead them. So they came to- 

t2 
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gethar, out of fear of the losses they were threatened with, 
at the i^ipointed time. And the multitude were numbered 
at the city Bezek. And he found the number of those that 
were gathered together, besides that of the tribe of Judah, to 
be seven hundred thousand, while those of that tribe were 
seventy thousand. So he passed over Jordan, and proceeded 
in marching all that night, thirty furlongs, and came to Jabesh 
before sun-rising. So he divided the army into three com- 
panies; and fell upon their enemies on every side on the 
budden, and when they expected no such thing ; and joining 
battle with them, they slew a great many of the Ammonites; 
as also their king Nahash. This glorious acUon was dcmc 
by Saul ; and was related with great commendation of him 
to all the Hebrews ; and he thence gained a wonderful re- 
putation for his vidour ; for, although there were some of 
them that contemned him before, they now changed their 
minds, and honoured him, and esteemed him aa the best of 
men ; for he did not content himself with having saved the 
inhal^tants of Jabesh only, but he made an expedition into 
the country of the Ammonites, and laid it all Waste, and took 
a large preyy and so returned to his owh country most glori- 
ously. So the people were greatly pleased at these excellent 
performances oi SauPs, and rejoiced that they had constituted 
nim their king. They also made a clamour against those that 
pretended he would be of no advantage to their affairs ; and 
thejr said. Where now are these men? let them be brought to 
puni^ment: with all the Uke things that multitudes do usually 
say, when they at^ elevated with prosperity, against those thtt 
lately had despised the authors of it. But Saul, although he 
took the good-will and the aiFection of these men very kindly, 
yet did he swear that he would not see any of his countrymen 
slain that day, since it was absurd to mix this victory, which 
God had given them, with the blood and slaughter of those 
that were of the same lineage with themselves ; atid that it 
was more agreeable to be then of a friendly disposition, and 
so to betake themselves to feasting. 

4. And when Samuel had told them that he ought to con- 
firm the kingdom to Saul by a second ordination of him, they 
all came together to the city of Gilgal, for thither did he com- 
mand them to come. So the prophet anointed Saul with the 
holy oil, in the sight of the multitude, and declared him to be 
king, the second time. And so the government of the He^ 
brewB was changed into a regal government ; for in the days 
of Moses, and his disciple Joshua, who was their general, 
they continued under an aristocracy ; but after the deiath of 
Joshua, for eighteen years in all, the multitude had no set- 
tled form of government, but were in an anarchy; after 
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ivt|ioh they returned to their foriner government ; they tl^ 

Craiitting themselves to be judged by him who appeared to 
the best warrior, and most courageous, whence it was that 
they called this interval of their government the Judges, 

5. Then did Samuel the prophet call another assembly 
also, and said to them, *^ I solemnly adjure you by God Al- 
mighty, who brought those excellent brethren, I mean Moses 
and Aaron, into the world, and delivered our fathers from the 
Egyptians, and from the slavery they endured under them, 
that you will not speak what you say to gratify me, nor sup- 
press any thing out of fear of me, nor be overborne by any 
other passion, but say, what have I ever done that was cruel 
or unjust ? or what have I done out of lucre or covetousness, 
or to gratify others? Bear witness against me, if I have 
taken an ox or a sheep, or any such thing, which yet, when 
they are taken to support men, it is esleeined blameless ; or 
have I taken an ass for mine own use of any one to his grief? 
Lay some one such crime to my charge, now we arc in your 
kinff^s presence.'*" But tliey cried out, That " no such thing 
had been done by him, but that be had presided over the na- 
tion after an holy and righteous manner. 

6. Hereupon Samuel, when such a testhnony had been 
given him by them all, said, ^^ Since you grant that you are 
not able to lay any ill thing to my charge piiherto, come on 
now, and do you hearken while I speak with great freedom 
to you. You have been guilty of great impiety against God 
in asking you a king. It oehoves you to remember, that our 

Sandfatlier Jacob came down into Egypt by reason of a 
mine, with seventy souls pnly of our tamily, and that their 
posterity multiplied there to many ten thousands, whom the 
Egyptians brought into slavery and hard oppression; that 
God himself, upon the prayers of our fathers, sent Moses 
and Aaron, who were brethren, and gave them power to 
deliver the multitude out of their distress, ^nd this without 
a king. These brought us into this very land wliich you 
now possess. And when you enjoyed those advantages frgm 
God, you betrayed his worship and religion ; pay, mpnaover, 
when you were brought under the hands of j^our eiiemiesy 
he delivered you, first by rendering you sjuperior to the As- 
syrians and their forces ; he then i^iade you to overcome the 
Ammonites and Moabites, and last oi all the Philistines^ 
and these things have been achieved under the conduct of 
Jephtlia and Gideon. What iqadness, therefore, posses^ 
ou to fly from God, and to desire to be under a kiPg • yet 
lave I ordained him for king whom he chose for you. How* 
ever, that I may make it plain to you, that God is angry and 
displeased at your choice of kingly government, I will so 
dispose him that he shall declare this very plainly to you by 
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strange signals, for what none of you ever saw here before, 
"I mean a winter-storm* in the midst of harvest; I will en- 
treat God, and will make it visible to you." Now, as soon 
as he had said this, God gave such great signals, by thunder 
and lightning, and the descent of hail, as attested the truth 
of all that the prophet had said, insomuch that they were 
amazed and ternfiea, and confessed they had sinned, and had 
fallen into that sin through imorance; and besought the 
prophet, as one that was a tender and gentle father to them, 
to render G<xl so merciful as to for^ve this thdr sin, which 
they had added to those other offences whereby they had 
affronted him and transgressed against him. So he promised 
them that he would beseech God, and persuade him to for- 
give them these their sins. However, he advised them to 
be righteous and to be good, and ever to remember the mi- 
series that had befallen them on account of their departure 
from virtue ; as also to remember the strange dgns God had 
showed them, and the body of laws that Moses had given 
them, if they had any desire of being preserved and made 
happy with their king. But he said, that if they should 
grow careless of these things, great iudgments would come 
nom G<xl upon them, and upon their king. And when 
Samuel had thus prophesied to the Hebrews, he dismissed 
them to their own homes, having confirmed the kingdom to 
Saul the second time. 

CHAP. VI. 

How the Philistines made another pa^pedition against the 

Hebrews f and were becUen* 

§ 1. Now Saul chose out of the multitude about three 
Siousand men, and he took two thousand of them to be the 

fuards of his own body, and abode in the city Bethel ; but 
e gave the rest of them to Jonathan his son to be tke 
guards of his body ; and sent him to Gibeah, where he be- 
si^ed and took a certain garrison of the Philistines, not far 
frcmi Gilgal; for the PhiEstines of Gibeah had beaten the 
Jews, and taken their weapons away, and had put garrisons 
into the strongest places of the country, and had forbidden 
them to carry any mstrument of iron, or at all to make use 
of any iron in any case whatsoever. And on account of 
this prohilntion it was, that the husbandmen, if they had any 
oocanon to sharpen any of their tools, whether it were tlie 

^ '* Mr. Bcfand oliMrvti here, and proves elsewhere, in his note on Antu. B. 

tibH attboagli Unui^er and lightning with us happen uaual^ in 
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€X)ultcr c^ the spade, or any instrument of husbandry, they 
came to the Philistines to do it Now as soon as the Phi- 
listines heard of this slaughter of their garrison, they were 
in a rage about it, and, looking on this contempt as a terrible 
affront offered them, they maoe war against the Jews, with 
three hundred thousand footmen, and thirty thousand cha- 
riots, and six thousand horses, and they pitched their camp 
at the dty Micmash. When Saul the king of the Hebrews 
>vas informed of this, he went down to the city Gilgal, and 
made proclamation over all the country, that they should 
try to regain their liberty; and called them to the war against 
the Philistines, diminishing their forces, and despising them 
as not very considerable, and as not so great but they might 
hazard a cattle with them. But when the people about Saul 
observed how numerous the Philistines were, they were 
under a great consternation ; and some of them hid them- 
selves in caves and in dens under ground, but the greater 
part fled into the land beyond Jordan, which belonged to 
Gad and Rcubel. 

3. But Saul sent to the prophet, and called him to consult 
with him about the war and the public ^affairs ; so be com- 
manded him to stay there for him, and to prepare sacrifices, 
for he would come to him within seven days, that they might 
offer sacrifices on the seventh day, and might then join battle 
with their enemies. So he waited* as the prophet sent to 
him to do ; yet did not he, however, observe the command 

* Saul seems to have stayed tiQ near the time of the evening sacrifice, on the 
seventh day, which Samuel the prophet of God had appointed him, but not tiU 
the end of diat day, as he ought to have done ; and Samuel appears, by delay- 
ing to come till the fuU time of the evening sacrifice on that seventh day, to have 
tiUd him, (who seems to have been already for some time declining from his strict 
and bounden subordination to God and hu prophet, to have taken life-guards for 
himself and his son, which was entirely a new thing in Israel, and savoured of a 
distrust of God*s providence, and to have affected more than he ought that inde. 
pendent authority which the Pagan kings took lo themselves ;) Samuel, I say, seems 
to have here tried Saul, whether he would sUy till the priest came, who alone 
could lawfully offer the sacrifices, nor would boldly and profanely usurp the priest's 
office ; which he venturing upon, was justly rejected for his profaneness. See 
Constitut. Apost. B. ii, ch. zzviL And indeed since Saul had accepted kingly 
power, which naturally becomes ungovernable and tjrrannical, as God foretold, 
and the experience of all ages has shown, the divine settlement by Moses had 
iooD been Uid aside under the kings, had not God, by keeping stricUy to his 
laws, and severely executing the threatenings therein contained, restrained Saul 
and other kings in some de^ee of obedience to himself. Nor was even this se* 
verity suflident to restrain most of the future kings of Israel and Judah fhnn the 
grossest idolatry and impiety. Of the advantage of which stricmess in observing 
divine laws and inflicting their threatened penalties, see Antiq. B. vi, ch. xii, 
sect 7, and contra Apion, B. ii, sect. 30, voL iv j where Joscphus speaks of that 
matter ; though it must be noted, that it seems, at least in three instances, that 
good men did not always immediately approve of such divine severity. There 
seems to be one instance, 1 Sam. vi, 19, SO ; another, 1 Sam. xv, 11 ; and a 
thiid, 2 Son. vi, 8, 9. Antiq. B. vi, di. vii, sect. 8, though they all at latt ac. 
qiiicsced in the divine conduct, as knowing that God it vitcr than in«n% 
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that was givea him ; but when he saw that the prophet tar- 
ried longer than he expected, and that he was deserted by 
the soldiers, he took the sacrifices, and offered them ; and 
when he heard that Samuel was come, he went out to meet 
him. But the prophet said he had not done well in dis- 
obeying, the injunctions he had sent to him, and had not stayed 
till his coming, which being appcnnted according to the will 
of God, he had prevented him in offering up those prayers 
and those sacrifices that he should have made for the mul- 
titude, and that he therefore had performed divine offices in 
an ill manner, and had been rash in performing them. Her&. 
upon Saul made an apology for himself, and said, *^ That he 
had waited as many days as Samuel had appointed him; that 
he had been so quick in offering his sacrifices upon account 
of the necessity he was in, and because his soldiers were 
departing from him, out of their fear of the enemies^ camp 
at Micmash, the report being gone abroad that they were 
coming down upon him to Gilgal."*^ To which Samuel re. 
plied, " Nay, certainly if thou hadst been a righteous man,* 
and hadst not disobeyed me, nor slighted the commands 
which God suggest^ to me concerning the present state of 
affairs, and hadst not acted more hastily than the present 
circumstances required, thou wouldst have been permitted 
to reign a long time, and thy posterity after thee.'" So 
Samuel, being grieved at what happened, returned home ; 
but Saul came to the city Gibeah, with his son Jonathan, 
having only six hundred men with him ; and of these the 
greater part had no weapons, because of the scarcity of iron 
m that country, as well as of those that could make such 
weapons ; for, as we showed a little before, the Philistines 
had not suffered them to have such iron or such workmen. 
Now the Philistines divided their army into three companies, 
and took as many roads, and laid waste the country of the 
Hebrews, while king Saul and his son Jonathan saw what 
was done, but were not able to defend the land, having no 

* By this answer of Samuel, and that from a Divine commission, which is 
Ailler in 1 Sam. xiii, 14, and by that parallel note in the Apostolical Constitu. 
tions just now quoted, concerning the great wickedness of Saul in venturio^ eroo 
under a seeming necessity of affairs, to usurp the priest's office, and offer majSet 
without the priest, we are in some degree able to answer that question, which I 
have ever thought a very hard one, viz. Whether, if there were a dty or country 
of lay Christians without any clergyman, it were lawful for the laity alone to bap- 
tise, or celebrate the eucharist, &.c or, indeed, whether they alone coifld ordain 
themselves either bishops, priests, or deacons, for the due performance oC such 
sacerdotal ministrations Y or, whether they ought not rather, till thty procvic 
clergymen to come among them, to confine themselves within those bounds of piety 
and Christianity which belong alone to the laity ? Such particularly as are re- 
commended in the first book of the Apostolical Constitutions, which peculiarly 
concern the laity, and are intimated in Clement's undoubted epiitle, Mct. 40, to 
which latter opinion 1 indiDe. # 
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more than bix hundred men with them. But as he and his 
son, and Abiah the high-priest, who was of the posterity of 
Eii the high-priest, were tttting upon a pretty high hill, and 
seeing the land laid waste, they were mightily disturbed at it. 
Now SauFs son agreed with his armour-bearer, that they 
would go privately to the enemy's camp, and make a tumult 
and a disturbance among them. And when the armour- 
bearer had readily promised to follow him whithersoever he 
should lead him, though he should be obliged to die in the 
attempt, Jonathan made use of the young man's assistance, 
and descended from the hill, and went to their enemies. 
Now the enemies' camp was upon a precipice, which had 
three tops that ended in a small but sharp and long extre- 
mity, while there was a rock, that surrounded them, like lines 
made to prevent the attacks of an enemy. There it so liap- 
pened, that the out^uards of the camp were neglected, be- 
cause of the security that here arose from the situation of 
the place, and because they thought it altogether impossible 
not only to ascend up to tne camp on that quarter, but so 
much as to come near it. As soon, therefore, as they came 
to the camp, Jonathan encouraged his armour-bearer, and 
said to him, '' Let us attack our enemies ; and if, when they 
see us, they bid us come up to them, take that for a signal 
of victory ; but if they say nothing, as not intending to invite 
us to come up, let us return back again." So when they 
were approaching to the enemy's camp, just after break of 
day, and the Philistines saw them, they said one to another, 
^^ The Hebrews come out of their dens and caves;" and they 
said to Jonathan and to his armour-bearer, ^^ Come on, a&- 
cend up to us, that we may inflict a just punishment upon you 
for your rash attempt upon us." So Saul's son accepted of 
that invitation, as what signified to him victory, and he im- 
mediately came out of the place whence they wpre seen by 
their enemies; so he changed his place, and came to the 
rock which had none to guard it, because of its own strength: 
from thence they crept up with great labour and difficulty, 
and so far overcame by force the nature of the place, till 
they were able to fight with their enemies. So they fell upon 
them as they were asleep, and slew about twenty of them, 
and thereby filled them with disorder and surprise, insomuch 
that some of them threw away their entire armour and fled, 
but the greatest part not knowing one another, because they 
were of diflerent nations, suspected one another to be ene- 
mies, (for they did not imagine there were only two of tlje 
Hebrews that came up,) and so they fought one against ano- 
ther ; and some of them died in the battle, and some, as they 
were flying away, were thrown down from the rock headlong, 
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8. Now SauPs watchmen told the king, that the camp of 
the Philistines was in confusion : then he inquired whether 
any body was gone away from the army ; and when he heard 
that his son, and with him his armour-bearer, were absent, 
he bid the high-priest take the garments of his high-priest- 
hood, and prophesy to him what success they should have ; 
who said, " That they should get the victory, and prevail 
against their enemies. So he went out after the Philistines, 
and set upon them as they were slaying one another. ITiose 
also came running to him, who had fled to dens and caves, 
upon hearing that Saul was gaining a victory. When, there- 
fore, the number of the Hebrews that came to Saul amounted 
to about ten thousand, he pursued the enemy, who were 
scattered all over the country ; but then he fell into an ac- 
tion, which was a very unhappy one, and liable to be very 
much blamed ; for whether out of ignorance, or whether out 
of joy for a victory g^ned so strangely, for it frequently 
happens that persons so fortunate are not then able to use 
their reason consistently, as he was desirous to avenge him- 
self, and to exact a due punishment of the Philistines, he 
denounced a curse ♦ on the Hebrews, " That if any one put 
a stop to his slaughter of the enemy, and fell on eating, and 
left off the slaughter or the pursuit, before the night came 
on and obliged them so to do, he should be accursed.^ Now, 
after Saul had denounced this curse, since they were now in 
a wood belonging to the tribe of Ephraim, which was thick 
and full of bees, SauFs son, who dia not hear his father de- 
nounce that curse, nor hear of the approbation the multitude 
gave to it, broke off a piece of an honeycomb, and eat part 
of it. But, in the meantime, he was informed with what a 
curse his father had forbidden them to taste any thing before 
sun-setting ; so he left off eating, and said, *^ His father hath 
not done well in his prohibition ; because, had they taken 
some food, they had pursued the enemy with greater vigour 
and alacrity, and had hoih taken and slain many more of 
their enemies."" 

4. When, therefore, they had slain many ten thousands of 
the Philistines, thev fell upon spoiling the camp of the Phi- 
listines, but not tifl late in the evening. They also took a 

* This rash vow or curse of Saul*s, which Josephus says was confinned by 
the people, and yet not executed, I suppose principidly because Jonathan did not 
know of it, is very remarkable, it being of the essence of the obligation of aU 
laws, that they be sufficiently known and promulgated ; otherwise the conduct of 
providence, as to the sacredness of solemn oaths and vows, in God^s refusing to 
answer by Urim^ till this breach of Saul*8 vow or curse was understood and set 
right, and God propitiated by public prayer, is here very remarkable, as indeed 
it is every where else in Uie Old Testament. 
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great deal of prey, and cattle, and killed them, and ate them 
with their blood. This was told to the king by the Scribes, 
that the multitude were nnning against God, as they sacri- 
ficed, and were eating before the blood y^as well washed 
away, and the flesh was made clean. Then did Saul give 
order, that a great stone should be rolled into the midst of 
them ; and- he made proclamation that they should kill thieir 
sacrifices upon it, and not feed upon the flesh with the blood, 
for that was not acceptable to God. And when all the 
people did as the king ccmunanded them, Saul erected an 
altar* there, and offS^red bumt-oflerings upon it to God. 
This was the first altar that Saul built 

5. So when Saul was desirous of leading his men to the 
enemy'^s camp before it was day, in order to plunder it, and 
when the soldiers were not unwilling to follow him, but in- 
deed showed great readiness to do as he commanded them, 
the king called Ahitub the high-priest, and enjoined him to 
know of God, whether he would grant them the favour and 
permission to go against the enemy^s camp, in order to de- 
stroy those that were in it. And when the priest said. That 
God did not give any answer. ^^ And not without some 
cause,^ said Saul, *< does God refuse to answer what we in- 

2uire of him, while yet a little while ago he declared to lis 
11 that we desired beforehand, and even prevented us in his 
answer. To be sure there is some «n against him that is 
concealed from us, which is the occasion of his silence. 
Now I swear by him himself, that though he that hath com- 
mitted this sin should prove to be mine own son Jonathan, 
I will slay him, and by that means will appease the anger of 
God agamst us, and that in the very same manner as if I 
were to punish a stranger, and one not at all related to me, 
for the same ofience.^ So when the multitude cried out to 
him so to do, he presently set all the rest on one side, and 
he and his son stood on tne other side, and he sought to dis- 
cov£r the offender by lot. Now the lot appeared to fall 
upon Jonathan himself. So when he was asked by his fa- 
ther what sin he had been guilty of? and what he was con- 
scious of in the course of his life that might be esteemed in- 
stances of guilt or profaneness ? his answer was this, <^ O 
father, I have done nothing more than that yesterday, without 
knowing of the curse and oath thou hadst denounced, while 
I was in pursuit of the enemy, I tasted of an honeycomb.^ 

« 

* Here we have still more indicationg of Saul^s affec^tion of despotic power, 
and of his intrenchixig upon the priesthood, and making and endeavouring to exe- 
cute a rash vow or curse without oonsultiog Samuel, or the Sanhedrinu In this 
view it is also that I look upon this erection of a new altar by Saul, and his of. 
Bering of burot4)ffeiings himself upon it, and not as any proper instance o£ devo- 
tion or religion, with oUier commentators. 
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Bui Saul sware that he would slay him, and prefer the ob- 
aervation of his oath before all the ties of birth and of nature 
And Jonathan was not dismayed at this tlireatening of death; 
but offering himself to it generously and undauntedly, he said, 
*^ Nor do I desire you, father, to spare me. Death will be 
to me very acceptable, when it proceeds from thy piety, and 
after a glorious victory ; for it is the greatest consolation to 
me, that I leave the Hebrews victorious over the Philistines.^' 
Hereupon all the people were very sorry, and greatly afflict- 
ed for Jonathan ; and they sware that they would not overlook 
Jonathan, and see him die, who was the author of their vic- 
tory. By which means they snatched him out of the danger 
lie was in from his father''s curse, while they made their 
prayers to God also for the young man, that he would remit 
ills sin. 

6. So Saul having slain about sixty thousand of the enemy, 
returned home to his own city, and reigned happily. And he 
also fought against the neighbouring nations, and subdued 
the Ammonites, and Aloabites, and IVliiliktines, and Edomites, 
and Amalekites, as also the king of Zobali. He had three 
male children, Jonathan, and Istiui, and Melchi-shua ; with 
Merab and Michal, his daughters. He had also Abner, his 
uncle^s son, for the captain of his host : that uncle'^s name 
was Ner. Now Ner, and Kish the father of Saul, were bro- 
thers. Saul had also a great many chariots and horsemen, 
and against whomsoever he made war, he returned con- 

aueror, and advanced the affairs of the Hebrews to a great 
egree of success and prosperity, and made them superior to 
other naticms; and he made such of the young men that 
were remarkable for tallness and comeliness the guards of 
his body. 



CHAP. VII. 

SauFs War icith the AmaUkites^ ami Conqneat of them, 

§ 1. Now Samuel came unto Saul, and said to him, Thi 
*^ he was sent by God to put him in mind that Gud liad pr 
ferred him before all others, and ordained him king ; that 
therefore ought to be obedient to him, and to submit to ' 
authority, as considering, that though he had the dominion o 
the other tribes, yet that God had the dcmiinion over him, 
over all things. That accordingly God said to him, that 
cause the Amalekites did the Hebrews a great deal of 
chief while they were in tlie wilderness, and uhcn, upon 
coming out of Egypt, they were making their way to 
country which is now their own, I enjoin thco to puni? 
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Amalekites, by making war upon them ; and when thou hfUt 
subdued them, to leave none of them alive, but to pursue 
them through every age, and to slay them, beginnii^^ with 
the women and the infants, and to require this as a punish- 
ment to be inflicted upon them for the mischief they did to 
our forefathers. To spare nothing, neither asses nor other 
beasts, not to reserve any of them for your own advantage 
and possession, but to devote them universally to God, and, 
in oDedience to the commands of Moses, to blot out the 
name of AfruUek* entirely. 

fi. So Saul promised to do what he was commanded ; and 
supposing that his obedience to God would be shown, not 
only in making war against the Amalekites, but more fully 
in the readiness and quickness of his proceedings, he made 
no delay, but immediately gathered t<^ther all his forces ; 
and when he had numbered them in Gilgal, he found them 
to be about four hundred thousand of the Israelites, besides 
the tribe of Judah, for that tribe contained by itself thirty 
thousand. Accord'mgly, Saul made an irruption into the 
country of the Amalekites, and set many men in several par- 
ties in ambush at the river, that so he might not only do 
them a mischief by open fighting, but might fall upon them' 
unexpectedly in the ways, and might thereby compass them 
rouna about, and kill them. And when he had joined bat- 
tle with the enemy, he beat them ; and pursuing them as they 
fled, he destroyecl them all. And when that undertaking had 
succeeded according as God had foretold, he set upon the 
cities of the Amalekites ; he besieged them, and took them 
by force, partly by warlike machines, partly by mines dug 
under ground, and partly by building walls on the outsides. 
Some they starved out with famine, and some they gained 
by other methods ; and, after alU he betook himself to slay 
the women and the children, and thought he did not act 
therein either barbarously or inhumanly ; first, because they 
were enemies whom he thus treated ; and, in the next place, 
because it was done by the command of God, whom it was 
dangerous not to obey. He also took Agag, the enemies^ 
king, captive ; the beauty and tallness of whose body he ad- 
mired so much, that he thought him worthy of preservation. 
Yet was not this done, however, according to the will of 

* The reason of this severity ii distinctly given, 1 Sam. xv, 18, Go and uU 
terly destroy tlie sinnert the Amalekitet, Nor, indeed, do we ever meet with 
these Amalekites but as very cruel and bloody people, and particularly seeking 
to injure and utterly to destroy the nation of Israel. See Exod. xvii, 8-16 ; 
Numb, xiv, 45 ; Deut. xxv, 17-19 ; Judg. vi, 3, 6 ; 1 Sam. xv, 33 ; Pud. 
Ixxxiii, 7 ; and, above all, the most barbarous of idl cruelties, that of Haman 
the Agagite, or one of the posterity of Agag, the old king of the Amalekites, 
Bnh. iii, UlA. 
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Qodj but by giving way to human pasnons, and suffering 
himself to be moved vrith an unseasoimble commiseration, in 
a point where it was not safe for him to indulge it ; for God 
hated the nation of the Amalekites to such a d^ree that he 
commanded Saul to have no jAty on even those infants which 
we by nature chiefly compasdoiiate. But Saul preserved 
their king and governor from the miseries which the Hebrews 
brought on the people, as if he preferred the fine appearance 
of the enemy to the memory of wnat Grod had sent him about. 
The multitude were also guilty, together with Saul ; for they 
spared the herds and the flocks, and took them for a prey, 
when God had commanded they should not spare them. 
They also carried ofi* with them the rest of their wealth and 
riches ; but if there were anything that was not worthy of 
r^ard, that they destroyed. 

S. But when Saul had conquered all these Amalekites that 
reached from Felusium of Egypt to the Red Sea, he laid 
waste all the rest of the enemies^ country ; but for the nation 
of the Shechemites, he did not touch them, although they 
dwelt in the very middle of the country of Midian ; for be- 
fore the battle Saul had sent to them, and charged them to 
depart thence, lest they should be partakers of the miseries 
of the Amalekites, for he had a just occasion for saving them, 
since they were of the kindred of Raguel, Moseses father-in- 
law. 

4. Hereupon Saul returned home with joy, for the glorious 
things he had done^ and for the conquest of his enemies, as 
though he had not neglected anything which the prophet had 
enjoined him to do, when he was going to make war with the 
Amalekites, and as though he had exactly observed all that 
he ought to have done. But God was grieved that the king 
of the Amalekites was preserved alive, and that the multitude 
had seized on the cattle for a prey, because these things were 
done without his permission ; for he thought it an intolerable 
thing, that they should conquer and overcome their enemies 
by that power which he gave them, and then that he himself 
should be so grossly despised and disobeyed by them that 
a mere man that was a king would not bear it. He there- 
fore told Samuel the prophet, that he repented that he had 
made Saul king, while he did nothing that he had command- 
ed him, but indulged his own inclinations. When Samuel 
heard that, he was in confusion ; and began to beseech God 
all that night to be reconciled to Saul, and not to be 
angry with him , but he did not grant that for^veness to 
Saul which the prophet asked for, as not deeming it a fit 
thing to grant forgiveness of [such] sins at his entreaties, 
since injuries do not otherwise grow so great as by the easy 
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tempers of those that are injured ; for while they hunt after 
the glory of being thought gentle and ^[oodnatured, before 
Ibey are aware they produce other nns. As soon therefore 
as God had rejectea the intercession of the prophet, and it 

Siinly appeared he would not chanee his mind, at break of 
y Samuel came to Saul at GilgiQ. When {he king saw 
him, he ran to him, and embraced him, and said, *< I return 
thanks to God who hath given me the victory, for I have 
•performed every thing that he hath commanded me.*" To 
which Samuel replied, ^* How is it then that I hear the bleat, 
ing of the sheep^ and the lowing of the greater cattle in the 
camp ?*" Saul made answer. That *' the people had reserved 
them for saerifices ; but that, as to the nation of the Ama- 
lekites, it was entirely destroyed, as he had received it in 
conunaud to see done, and that no one man was left, but that 
he had saved alive the king alone, and brought him to him, 
concerning whom he said they would advise together what 
should be done with him.^ But the prophet said, << God is 
not delighted with sacrifices, but with good and with righte- 
ous men, who are such as follow his will and his laws, and 
never think that any thing is well done by them, but when 
they do it as God had commanded them ; that he then looks 
upon himself as afironted, not whoi any one does not sacri- 
fice, but when any one appears to be disobedient to him. 
But that from those who do not obey him, nor pay him that 
duty which is the alone true and acceptable worship, he will 
not kindly accept their oblations, be those they offer never 
so many and so fat, and be the presents they make him never 
so ornamental, nay though they were made of gold and silver 
themselves, but he will reject them, and esteem them in- 
stances of wickedness, and not of piety. And that he is de- 
Ughted with those that still bear in mind this one thing, and 
this only, how to do that, whatsoever it be, which God pro- 
nounces or commands for them to do, and to choose rather 
to die than to tranercss any of those commands : nor does 
he require so mucn as a sacrifice from them. And when 
these do sacrifice, though it be a mean oblation, he better 
accepts of it as the honour of poverty, than such oblations as 
come from the richest men that ofier them to him. Wherefore 
take notice, that thou art under the wrath of God, for thou 
hast despised and neglected what he commanded thee. How 
dost thou then suppose he will respect a sacrifice out of such 
things as he hath doomed to destruction, unless, perhaps, 
thou dost imagine that is almost all one to ofier it in sacri- 
fice to God as to destroy it ? Do thou therefore expect that 
thy kingdom will be taken from thee, and that authority 
which l£ou hast abused by such insolent behaviour, as to 
neglect that God who bestowed it upon thee."^ Then did 
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Saul confess, that he had acted unjustly^ and did not denj 
that he had sinned, because he had transgressed the itiiun&. 
tions of the prophet ; but he said, that it was out of a dread 
and fear of ttie soldiers, that he did not prohibit and restrain 
them when they seized on the prey. ^* But forgive me,*** said 
he, ^* and be merciful to me, for I will be cautious how I of. 
fend for the time to cc^ne.^ He also entreated the prophet 
to go back with him, that he might offer his thank^fferings 
to Grod ; but Samuel went home, because he saw that God 
would not be reconciled to him. 

5. But then Saul was so desirous to retain Samuel, that 
he took hold of his cloak ; and because the vehemence of 
SarouePs departure made the motion to be violent, the cloak 
was rent. Upon which the prophet said, that after the same 
manner should the kingdom be rent from him, and that a 
good and just man should take it ; that Grod persevered in 
what he had decreed about him ; that to be mutable and 
changeable in what is determined is agreeable to human pas- 
sions only, but is not agreeable to the divine power. Here- 
upon Saul said, that he had been wicked, but that what was 
done coiild not be undone. He therefore desired him to ho- 
nour him so far, that the multitude might see that he would 
accompany him in worshiping God. So Samuel granted 
him tnat favour, and went with him and worshiped Qod. 
Agag also, the king of the Amalekites, was brought to him ; 
and when the king asked, How bitter death was ? Samuel 
fiud : ^< As thou hast made many of the Hebrew mothers to 
lament and bewail their children, so shalt thou, by thy death, 
cause thy mother to lament thee also.*" Accordingly, he gpve 
orders to slay him immediately at Gilgal, and then went away 
to the dty Uamah. 
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CHAP. VIII. 



Hoic, upon SavTs Transgression of the Prophets Commands^ 
Samuel ordaiiied another Person to be King privately^ 
wfiose name teas David^ as God commanded him. 

1. Now, Saul being sensible of the miserable condition he 
iad brought himself into, and that he had made God to be 
his enemy, he went up to his royal palace at Gibeah, which 
name denotes a hUl^ and after that day he came no more into 
the presence of the prophet. And when Samuel mourned 
for him, God bid him leave off his concern for him, and to 
take the holy oil, and go to Bethlehem to Jesse, the son of 
Obed, and to anoint such of his sons as he should show him 
for their future king. But Samuel said, he was afraid lest 
Saul, ^rhen he came to know of it, should kill him; either by 
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aouie private method, or even openly. But upon €rod^8 sug- 
ffesting to him a safe way of going thither, he came to the 
Kire-mentioned city ; and when they all saluted him, and 
aaked. What was the occasion of his coming ? he told them, 
he came to sacrifice to God. When therefore he had gotten 
the sacrifice ready, he called Jesse and his sons to partake of 
those sacrifices ; and when he saw his eldest son to be a tall 
and handsome man, he guessed by his comeliness that he was 
the person who was to be their future king. But he was 
mistaken in judging about God^s providence ; for when Sa- 
muel inquired of Crod, whether he should anoint this youth, 
whom he so admired, and esteemed worthy of the kingdom ? 
God said, <^ Men do not see as God seeth. Thou indeed 
bast respect to the fine appearance of this youth, and thence 
esteemest him worthy of the kingdom, while I propose the 
kingdom as a reward, not of the oeauty of bodies, but of the 
virtue of souls, and I inquire after one that is perfectly 
comely in that respect I mean one who is beautiful in 
piety, and righteousness, and fortitude, and obedience ; for 
an ui&Xi consists the comeliness of the soul.*" When God 
had said this, Samuel bid Jesse to show him all his sons. 
So he made five others of his sons to come to him ; of all 
.which, Eliab was the eldest, Aminadab the second, Sluun- 
mah the third, Nathaniel the fourth. Bad the fifth, and 
Asam the sixth. And when the prophet saw that these were 
no way inferior to the eldest in theur countenances, he in- 
auired of Gkxl, which of them it was whom he chose for 
mm kinff ? And when God said it was none of them, he asked 
Jesse, whether he had not some other sons beside these? and 
whan he said that he had one more, named David, but that 
he was a shepherd, and took care of the flocks, Samuel bid 
them call him immediately, for that till he was come they 
could not possibly sit down to the feast. Now as soon as his 
fiuher had sent for David, and he was come, he anpeared to 
be of a yellow complexion, of a sharp aght, ana a comely 
person in other respects also. This is he, said Samuel pri- 
vately to himself, whom it pleases God to make our king. 
So he sat down to the feast, and placed the youth under him, 
and Jesse also, with his other sons ; after which he took oil, 
in the presence of David, and anointed hira^ and whispered 
him in the ear, and acquainted him, that God chose him to 
be their king ; and exhorted him to be righteous, and obe- 
dient to his commands, for that by this means his kingdom 
would continue for a lon^ time, and that his house should be 
of great splendour, and celebrated in the world ; that he should 
overthrow the Philistines ; and that against what nations soever 
he should make war, he should be tlie conqueror, and survive 
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the fight ; and that while he lived he should enjoy a glorioiw 
name, and leave mich a name tor his posteritv also. 

2. So Samuel, when he had giTen him these adInomtIonll^ 
.went away. But the divine power departed from Saul, and 
removed to David ; who, upon this reitioTat of the divine 
spirit to him, b^an to prcmhesy. But as for Saul, some 
strange and demoniacal disorders came upon him, and 
brougbt upon him such suffocations as were ready t0 ehoke 
him; for which the phyucians could find no other retiiedy 
but this, that if any person could charm those passions b^ 
singing, and playing upon the harp, they advised them to in* 
quire for sudi an one, and to observe when these demons 
came upon him and disturbed him, and to take care that sueh 
a person might stand over him and play on the harp,* and 
recite hymns to him. Accordingly Saul did not delay, but 
commanded them to seek out sueh a man. And when a cer-^ 
tain stander-by said, that he had seen in the city of Beth- 
lehem a son cf Jesse, who was yet no more than a child in 
age, but comely and beautiful, and in other respects one that 
was deserving of great regard, who was skilful in playing on 
the harp^ and in singing of hymns, and an excellent somier 
in war, he sent to Jesse, and desired him to take David away 
from the flocks, and send him to him ; for he had a mind to se6 
him, as ha^'ing heard an advantageous character of h\n comeli- 
ness and his valour. So Jesse sent his son, and gave him pre* 
sents to carry to Saul. And when he was come, Saul was 
leased with nim, and made him his armour-bearer, and had 
im in very great esteem, for he charmed his passion, and wtu 
the only physician against the trouble he had from the demons 
whensoever it was that it came upon him, and this by reciting 
of hymns, and playing upon the harp, and bringing Saul to 
his right mind again. However, he sent to Jesse, tne father 
of the child, and desired him to pei*mit David to stay with 
him, for that he was delighted with his sight and company; 
which stay, that he might not contradict Saul, he granted. 
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CHAP. IX. 



jffow the Philistines made another Expedition against th^ 
Hebrews under the Reign of Said; and how tJiey vmt 
overcome by DavidCs slaying Goliath in single Com6ai. 

§ 1. Now the Philistines gathered tliemselves togetlier agsun 
no very long time afterward, and having gotten together a 

* Spanheim takes notice here, that the Greeks had suoh itin/frni of Ajymiu, 
and that usually children or yontliR were picked out for tliat Rcrvice ; as also, that 
th0ie odlod ikigt>rt U> the Aar/, did the aaine that Datid did liere, l e, join their 
•vn vocal and instrumental music together. 
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great arniy,' they made war aginnst ; the^ Israelites ; and harhtg 
seized a place between Sbodioh and' Asekab, they there 
pitched their camp. Saiil alsb drew out his army to oppose 
them ; and by pitching his own camp oh a certain hilt, he 
forced the Fhihstines to lelave their fi»*mer camp, and to en- 
camp themselves upon such another hill, over against that on 
whidi SaoFs army lay, so that a valley which was betiAreen 
the two hills on which ibey lay divided their camps asunder. 
Now there came down a man <mt of the camp of the Phi- 
Kstines, whose name was GoUat/i^ of the city Gath, a man of 
vast bulk, for he was of four cubits and a span in tallness, and 
had about him weapons suitable to the largeness of his body, 
for he had a breastplate- on that weighed five thousand she- 
kels ; he had also a helmet, and greaves of brass, as large 
as you would naturally suppose might cover the limbs of so 
vast a body. His spear was also such as was not carried 
like a l^t thing in Ins right hand, but he carried it as lying 
on his shoulders. He had also a lanoe of six hundred sh^ 
kels ; and many followed him to carry his armour. • Where- 
fore this Goliath stood between the two armies as they irere 
in battle array, and sent out a loud voice, and Kaid to Saul, 
and to the Hebrews, ^ I will free you from fighting and froin 
dangers ; for what necessity is there that your army should 
fidl and be afflicted ? Give me a man of you that will fight 
with me, and be that conquers shall have the reward of the 
conqueror, and determine the war ; for these shall serve those 
others to whom the ccmqueror shall belong. And certainly 
it is much better and more prudent to gain what you desire 
by the hazard of one man than of all.^ When he had said 
this, he retired to his own camp ; hot the next day he came 
again, and used the same words, and did not leave otF; tar 
ferty days together, to challenge the enemy in the same 
words, till Sai^ and his army were therewith terrified, while 
they put themselves in'array as if they would fight, but did 
not come to a close battle. 

2. Now while this war between the Hebrews and the 
Philistines was going on, Saul sent away David to his fSsther 
Jesse, and contented himself with those three sons of >his 
whom he had sent to his assistance, and tp be partners in the 
dai^rs of the* war : and at first David returned to fted his 
flheep and his flocks ; but after no long time fab came to the 
camp of the Hebrews, as sent by his father to carry provi- 
lions'to hiis brethren^ and to know what they were doing. 
While Goliath came again, and challenged them^ and re- 
proached them, that they had no man of valour among them 
that durst oome down to fight him ; and as David was taikinf 
with Ins brethren aboutrthe business for whidi his father had 

u 2 
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0eiit hiBi, he heard the PhUiMine reproadiing and dbimiig the 
anny, attd had indmiation at it^ and aaid Id his farethrea* I 
am readir to fi^ht a singfe combat with this advenaij. Whoe- 
upon Ehahp his eldest brother, reproved himf aadsaid that he 
spake too rashly and improperly for one of his age, and bid 
him go to his flocks and to his father. So he was abadied 
at his brother^s words, and went away ; hut still be %mke to 
scSBe of the soldiers, that be was witling to fight with him 
that cballeDged them. And when ibey had mformed Saul 
what was the resolution of the young man, the king sent tor 
him to come to him. And when the king asked whathehad 
to say, he replied, ^< O king, be not cast do?ai nor a£nud, fior 
I will depress the insolence of this advefsary, and will go 
down and fight with him, and will faring lum under me, as 
tall and as great as he is, till he shall be sufficiently laug^ied 
at, and thy army shall get great glory, when he shall be sbnn 
by one that is not yet cmT man^s estate, neither fit fin* figfatii^ 
nor capaUe of being intrusted with the marshaHing an arn^, 
or ordering a battle, but by one that looksliheacnild, ands 
really no dder in i^ than a child. 

S. Now Saul wondered at the boldness and alacri^ cf 
David, but durst not presume on his ability, by reason of his 
age ; but said he must on that acoount be too weak to fi^^ 
with one that was skilful in the art of war. ^ I undertake 
this enterprise,* said David, ^< independence on God^s being 
with me, for I have had experience already of his assistance ; 
for I once pursued after and caught a lion that assaulted my 
flocks, and took away a lamb from them, and I snatched tlie 
lamb out of the wild beasfs mouth ; and when he leaped up- 
on me with violence, I took him by the tail, and dashed hmi 
acainst the ground. In the same manner did I avenge mj- 
sof on a bear also : and let tins adversary of ours be i Rima 
ed Uke one of these wild beasts, since he has a long while re- 
proached our army, and blasphemed our Ood, who yet wfli 
reduce him under my power.*" 

4. However Saul prayed that the end might be, by 6od*s 
assistance, not disagreeable to the alacrity and boldness of Ae 
child ; and said, '< Go thy way to the fight.* So he putabout 
him his breast-jdate, and girded on his sword, and fitted dhe 
helmet to his head, and sent him away. But David was bur* 
dened with lus armour, for he had not been exercised to it^ 
nor had he learned to walk with it ; so hesaid, ^ Let thisai^ 
mour be thine, O king, who art aUe to bear it, but give me 
leave to fight as thy servant, and as I m3rself demre.'" Ac- 
cordingly he laid by the armour, and taking his staff with hiot 
and putting five Aones out of the brook into a shepherd^s bag, 
and having a siingin his right hand, he went towards Croliath. 
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But the adversary seeing him come in such a manner, dis- 
dained him, and jested upon him, as if he had not such wea- 
pons with him as are usual when one man fights against ano^ 
ther, but such as are used in driving away, and avoiding of 
dogs ; and said, *^ Dost thou take me not for a man, but a 
dog?^ To which he replied, <* No, not for a doe, but for a 
creature worse than a dog.^ This provoked Grdiath to an- 
ger, who thereupon cursed him by the name of God, and 
threatened to give hia flesh to the beasts of the earth, and to 
the fowls of the mvy to be torn in pieces by them. To whom 
David answered, ^ TImhi comest to me with a sword, and 
with a spear, and with a breast-plate, but I have (rod for my 
armour, in coming against thee, who will destroy thee and all 
thy army by my hamls ; f or I will this day cut off thy head, 
and cast the other parts of thy body to the dogs, and all men 
shall learn that God is the protector of the Hebrews, and 
that our armour and our strength ib in his providence, and 
that, without God^s astdstance, all other warlike preparations 
and power is useless.^ So the Philistine, being retarded by 
the waght of his armour, when he attonpled to meet David 
in haste, came on but slowly, as despising him, and depend- 
tog upon it that he should slay him, who was both unarmed 
and a child also, without any trouble at all. 

6. But the youth met his antagonist, being accompanied 
with an invisible assistant, who was no other than Grod him. 
arif. And taking one of the stones that he had out of the 
brook, and had put into his shepherd'^s bag, and fitting it to 
bis slii^, he slung it against the Philistine. This stone fell 
upon his fordiead, and sank into his brain, insomuch that Go- 
liath was stunned, and fell upon his fece. So David ran, and 
stood upon his adversary as he lay down, and cut off his head 
with his own sword; for he had no sword himself. And upon 
the fall of ^c4iath, the Philistines were beaten, and fled ; for 
when they saw their champion prostrate on the ground, they 
were afrsod of the entire issue of their afiairs, and resolved 
not to stay any longer,. but committed themselves to an igno- 
Ininious and mdecent flight, and thereby endeavoured to save 
themselves from the dangers they were in. But Saul, and 
the entire army of the I^brews, made a shout, and rushed 
upon them, and slew a great number df them, and pursued 
the rest to the borders m Gath, and to the gates of Ekron, 
so that there were slain of the Philistines thirty thousand, 
and twice as many wounded But Saul returned to their 
camp, and pulled their fortification to |^eces, and burned it ; 
but David carried the head of Groliath mto his own tent, but 
dedicated has sword to God [at the tabernacle.] 
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CHAP. X. 

Said envies David Jbr Ms glorious Success, and takes an 
Occasion of entrapping him from the Promise he made him 
of giving him his Daughter in Marriage, but this upon 
condition qf his bringing him Six Hundred Heads of' the 
Philistines, 

1. Now the women, were an oooanon of SauPs envy and 
iatred to David ; for they came to meet their victorious army 
with cymbals, and drums, and all demonstrations of joy, and 
sang thus; the wives said, that ** Saul has slain his many thou* 
sands of the Philistines :" the virgins replied, that " David 
hath slain his ten thousands.*" Now when the king heard 
them singing thus, and that he had himself the smallest sliare 
m their commendations, and that the greater number, the ten 
thousands, were ascribed to the young roan ; and when he 
considered with himself, that there was nothing more wanting 
to David, after such a mighty applause, but the kingdom, he 
began to be afraid and suspicious of David. Accordingly 
he removed him from the station he was in before, for he was 
his armour-bearer, which out of fear seemed to him much too 
near a station for him ; and so he made him captain over a 
thousand, and bestowed on him a post l)etter indeed in itself, 
but, as he thought, more for his own security ; for he had a 
mind to send him against the enemy, and into battles, as 
hoping he would be slain in such dangerous conflicts. 

S. But David had Grod going along with him whithersoever 
he went ; and accordingly he greatly prospered in his under- 
takings, and it was visible that he had mignlr^ successes, inso- 
much that SauPs daughter, who was still a virgin, fell in kive 
with him ; and her affection so far prevailed over her that it 
could not be concealed, and her father became acquainted with 
it. Now Saul heard this gladly, as intending to make use of 
it for a snare against David, and he hoped that it would prove 
the cause of destruction and of hazard to him ; so he told those 
that informed him of his daughter'^s affection, that he wouM 
•* willingly give David the vimn in marriage {" and said, •* I 
engage myself to marry my (uughter to him if he will bring 
me six hundred heads of my enemies,* supposing that when 
a reward so ample was proposed to him, ana when be should 

. * Josephus lAjs thrice in this chapter, and twice afterwards^ chap, xi, sect. 2, 
and B. vu, chap, i, lecL 4, i. e, five times m all, that Saul required not a bare 
hundred of the Jbrctkint of the PhiHstineS) but six hundred of their heads^^ 
The Septuagint have 100 foreskins, hut the 8yriac and Arabic SCKK Now that 
these were not fbretkint with our other copies, but hcadi with Josephus^s copy, 
seems somewhat probable, from 1 Sam. xxix, 4, where all copies say, that it was 
with the heads of such Philistines that David might reconcile himself to his mas- 
fer Saul 
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aim to get him great glory, by undertakinga thing so dangerous 
and incredible, lie would immediately set about it, and so perish 
by the Philistines, and my designs about him will succeed finely 
Xo my mind, for I shall be freed from him, and get him slain 
not by myself but by another man."" So he gave order to his 
servants to try how David would relisli this proposal of marry- 
ing the damsel. Accordingly they began to speak thus to 
him, that king Saul loved him, as well as did all the people, 
and that he was desirous of his affinity by the marriage of this 
damsel. To which he gave this answer, *< Seemcth it to you 
a light thing to be made the king'^s son-injaw ? It does not 
aeem so to me, especially when I am one of a family that is 
low, and without any glory or honour.^ Now when Saul was 
informed by his servants what answer David had made, he 
said, *^ Tell him, that I do not want any money nor dowry 
from him, which would be rather to set my daughter to sale 
than to give her in marriage, but I desire only such a son-in.* 
law as hath in him fortitude, and all other kinds of virtue, of 
which he saw David was possessed, and that his desire was 
to receive of him, on account of his marrying his daughter, 
neither gold, nor silver, nor that he should brmg such wealth 
out of his father^s house, but only some revenge on the Phi- 
listines, and indeed six hundred of their heads, than which a 
more desirable or a more glorious present could not be 
brought him ; and that he had much rather obtain this than 
any of the accustomed dowries for his daughter, viz. that she 
should be married to a man of that character, and to one who 
had a testimony as having conquered his enemies.*^ 

S. When these words of Saul were brought to David, he 
was pleased with them, and supposed that Saul was really 
desirous of this affinity with him : so that without bearing to 
deliberate any longer, or casting shout in his mind whether 
what was proposed was possible, or was difficult or not, he 
and his companions immediately .set upon the enemy, and 
went about doing what was proposed as the condition of the 
marriage. Accordingly, because it was God who made all 
things easy and possible to David, he slew many [of the 
Philistines,] and cut off the heads of six hundred of them, and 
came to the king, and by showing him these heads of the 
Philistines, required that he might haye his daughter in mar-, 
riage. Accordin^y, Saul having no way of getting off his en- 
gagements, as thinking it a base thing eith^ to seem a liar 
when he promised him this marriage, or to appear to have 
acted treacherously by him, in putting him upon what was in 
a manner impossible, in order to have him slain, he gave him 
his daughter in marriage ; her name was Mkhal, 
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CHAP. XI. 

How Davidf vpon SauTs lai/ing Snares Jbr him^ didyei ^». 
cape ihe Dangers he was hi oy the Affection and dare qf 
JonaOum^ and the Contrivances of hts Wifk MuAal; and 
how he came to Samuel ihe Prcpnet, 

§ 1. HowEVBB, Saul was not disposed to penerere long in 
Uie state wherein he was; for when he saw tnat David was in 
great esteem both with Grod and with the multitude, he waa 
afraid ; and bein^ not able to conceal his fear as ooncemingp 
great things, his kingdom, and his life, to be deprived of either 
of wUdi was a very great calamity, he resolved to have David 
shun, and commanded his son Jonathan and his most faithful 
servants to kill him : but Jonathan wondered at his father'^a 
change with relation to David, that it should be made to ao 
great a degree, from showing him no small good-will, to con- 
trive how to have him killed. Now, because he loved the 
young man, and reverenced him for his virtue, he informed 
him ^ the secret charge his father had given, and what his 
intentions were concerning him. However, he advised him 
to take care and be absent the next dav, for that he would 
salute his father ; and if he met with a iavourahle opportuni* 
ty, he would discourse with him about him, and learn the 
cause of his disgust, and show how Uttle ground there was 
for it, and that for it he ought not to kill a man that had 
done so many good things to the multitude, and had been a 
benefactor to mmself, on account of which he ought in rea-^ 
son to obtain pardon, had he been guilty of the greatest 
crimes ; and I will then inform thee of my rather'^s resolution. 
Accordingly, David complied with such an advantageous ad* 
vice, and Kept himself then out of the king^s sight 

2. On the next day Jonathan came to Saul as soon as he 
saw him in a cheerful and joyful dispoation, and I)egan to 
introduce a discourse about David: ^ What unjust action, O 
father, either little or great, hast thou found so exceptionaJble 
in David, as to induce thee to order us to slay a man who hath 
been of great advantage to thy own preservation, and of still 

S eater to the punishment of the Phihstines ? A man who 
th delivered the people of the Hebrews from reproach and 
derision, which they underwent for.forty days together, when 
he alone had courage enough to sustain the challenge of the 
adversary) and after that brought as many heads of our ene- 
mies as he was appointed to bring, and had, as a reward for 
the same, my sister in marriage ; insomuch that his death 
would be very sorrowful to us, not only on account of his 
virtue, but on account of the nearness of our relation ; for thy 
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daughter must be injured at the same time that he is slain, 
and must be obliged to experience widowhood, before slie 
can come to enjoy any advantage from their mutual con- 
versation. Consider these things, and change your mind to 
a more mericif ul temper, and do no mischief to a man, who, in 
the first place, hath done us the threat kindness of preserving 
thee ; for when an evil spirit and demons had seized upon thee, 
he cast them out, and procured rest to thy soul frcMn their 
incursions : and, in the second place, hath avenged us of our 
enemies; for it is a base thing to forget such benefits.^ So 
Saul was pacified with those words ; and sware to his son that 
he would do David no harm, for a righteous discourse proved 
too hard for the king^s anger and fear. So Jonathan sent for 
David, and brought him good news from his father, that he 
was to be preserved^ He also brought him to his father ; aind 
David continued with the king as formerly. 

3. About this time it was, that, upon the Philistines making 
a new expedition agidnst the Hebrews, Saul sent David with 
an army to fight with them ; and joining battle with them, he 
slew many of them, and after his victory he returned to the 
king. But his reception by Saul was not as he expected upon 
such success, for he was grieved at his prosperity, because he 
thought he would be more dangerous to him by having acted 
so gloriously ; but when the demoniacal spirit came upon him, 
and put him into disorder, and disturbed him, he called fcMr 
David into his bedchamber wherein he lay, and having a spear 
in his hand, he ordered him to charm lum with playing on 
his harp, and with sin^ng hymns ; which, when David md at 
his command, he with great rorce threw the spear at him ; but 
David was aware of it before it came, and avoided it, and 
fled to his own house, and abode there all that day. 

4. But at night the king sent officers, and commanded that 
lie should be watched dll the morning, lest he should get quite 
away, that he might come into the judgment-hall, and so 
might be delivered up, and condemned, and slain. But when 
Michal, David^s wife, the king^s daughter, understood what 
her father designed, she came to her husband, as having small 
hopes of his deliverance, and as greatly concerned about her 
own life also, for she could not bear to live in case she were 
deprived of him|; and she said, ^^ Let not the sun find thee 
here when it rises, for if it do, that will be the last time it 
will see thee ; fly away then while the ni^ht may afibrd thee 
the opportunity, and may Grod lengthen it for tny sake ; for 
know this, that if my father find thee, thou art a dead man.^ 
So she let him down by a cord out of the window, and saved 
him. And after she had so done, she fitted up a bed for him 
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as if he were sick, and put under the bed-clothes a goat^s 
'liver;* and when her fatlier, as soon as it was day, sent to 
seize David, she said to those that were there, that he had 
not been well that night, and showed them the bed covered, 
and made them believe, by the leaping of the liver, which 
caused the bed-clothes to move also, that David breathed 
like one that was asthmatic. So when those that were sent 
tokl Saul that David had not been well in the night, he or- 
dered him to be brought in that condition, for he intended to 
kill him. Now when they came, and uncovered the bed, and 
found out the woman'^s contrivance, they told it to the king. 
And when her father complained of her, that she had saved 
his enemy, and had put a trick upon himself, she invented 
this plausible defence for herself, and said, ^^ Tliat when he 
threatened to kill her, she lent him her assistunce for his pre- 
servation, out of fear ; for which her assistance she ought to 
be forgiven, because it was not done of her own free choice, 
but out of necessity ; for, said she, I do not suppose that 
thou wast so zealous to kill the enemy, as thou wast that I 
should be saved.^ Accordingly, Saul forgave the damsel : 
but David, when he had escaped this danger, came to the 

frophet Samuel to Ramah, and told him what snares the 
ing had laid for him, and how he was very near to death by 
SauPs throwing a spear at him, although he bad been no 
way guilty with relation to him, nor had he been cowardly in 
his battles with his enemies, but had succeeded well in them 
all, by Grod'^s assistance ; which thing was, indeed, the cause 
of SauPs hatred to David. 

5. When the prophet was made acquainted with the unjust 

g'oceedings of the king, he left the city Raroah, and took 
avid with him to a certain place called Naiothy and there 
he abode with him. But when it was tokl Saul that David 
was with the propliet, he sent soldiers to him, and ordered 
them to take him and bring him to him. And when they 
came to Samuel, and found there a congregation of prophets, 
they 1>ecame partakers of the Divine Spirit, and began to pro- 
{ihesy ; which when Saul heard of, he sent others to David, 
who prophesying in like manner as did the first, he again 
sent others ; which diird sort prophesying also, at last he was 
angr^, and went thither in great haste himself; and when he 
was just by the place, Samuel, before he saw him,' made him 

* Sinot the modern Jew§ have lost the aignUicatioB of the Hebrew word hen 
used, CUcr ; and since the liXXII, as well as JOKephus, render it the liver of 
the goht, and since this ren4ering, and Joscphus's account, are here so much 
more dear and probable than those of others, it is almost unaccountable that out 
fornmeniatois should so mnch as hesitate about its tmc interpretation. 
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Srophesy also. And when Saul came to him, he was diaor* 
ered in mind,* and under the vehement agitation of a spirit^ 
and putting off his gannents,f he fell down, and lay on the 
ground all that day and night, in the presence of Samuel and 
David. 

6. And David went thence, and came to Jonathan the mo 
of Saul, and lamented to him what snares were laid for him 
by his father ; and said, that ^^ though he had been guilty of 
no evil, nor had offended against him, yet he was very zeal- 
ous to get him killed.^ Hereupon Jonathan exhorted him 
not to give credit to such his own suspicions, nor to the ca* 
lumnies of those that raised those reports, if there were any 
that did so, but to depend on him, and take courage ; for 
that his father had no such intentions, since he would have 
acquainted him with that matter, and taken his advice, had 
it been so, as he used to consult with him in common, whe& 
he acted in other affairs. But David sware to him that so it 
was, and he desired him rather to believe him, and to provide 
for his safety, than to despise what he, with great sincerity, 
told him; that he would believe what he said, when he should 
either see him killed himself, or learn it upon inquiry fipom 
others ; and that the reason why his father did not tell him 
of these things, was this, that he knew of the friendship and 
affection that he bore towards him. 

7. Hereupon, when Jonathan found that this intention of 
SauFs was so well attested, he asked him, ^^ What he would 
have him do for him ?^ To which David replied, <^ I am- 
sensible that thou art willing to gratify me in every things 
and procure me what I desire. Now to-morrow is the new 
moon, <and I was accustomed to sit down then with the king 
at supper ; now if it seem good to thee, I will go out of the 

* Thcte Tiolent and wild agiutiooft of 8«il seem to me to hare been no ocfacr 
than demoniacal ; and that the same demon which used to seize him since he was 
forsaken of God, and which the divine hymns and psalms, which were sung to 
the harp by David, nsed to expel, was now in a judicial way brought upon him, 
not only in order to disappoint his intentions agdnst innocent Dai^ but to ta- 
pose him to the laughter and contempt of all that saw him, or heard of those hit 
agitations, such violent and wild agitations being never observed in true prophets^ 
when they were under the inspiration o( the Spirit of Ood. Our other coj^ki^ 
which say the Spirit of Ood came upon him, seem not so right here as Josephus% 
a^y, wUch mentions nothing of God at all. Nor does Josephua seem to ascribo 
this impulse and ecstasy of Saul's to any other than to his old demoniacal spirit, 
which, on all accounts, appears the most probable. Nor does the former desdijt- 
tion of Saul's real ins]iiration by the Divine Spirit, 1 Sam. x, 9-12, And^i B; 
?i, chap, iv, sect 2, which was before bo was beoome wicked, well agree fdth. the 
dncriptions before us. 

t What is meant by Saul's lying down naked all that day and all that night, 
t Sam. xix, 24, and whether any more than laying aside his royal apparel, or 
upper garments, as Josephus seems to understand it, is by no means certain, 
^ the note on Antiq. B. viii, ch. li, sect^ % 
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city, and conceal myself jfirivatety there ; and if SmA inquire 
why I am absent, leH hmi that I am gone to my own city 
Bethlehen, to keep a festival with my own. tribe ; and add 
tfab alao^ that thou gavest me leave so to da And if he 
say, as is usually siud in the case of friends that are gone 
dbioad, it is well that he went, then assure thyself that no 
latent mischief or enmity may be feared at his handa; but 
if be answer otherwise, that will be a sure sign that he hath 
9ome designs against me. Accordinsly, thou shalt inform 
me of thy father'*s indinaUons ; and that out of pity to my 
caae, and out of thy friendship for me, as instances of which 
firiendship thou hast vouchsated to accept of the assurances 
of my love to thee, azid to ^ive the like assurances to me, that 
is, those of a master to h^ servant ; but if thou dbcovereat 
ftny wickedness in me, do thou prevent thy father, and kill 
me thyself.^ 

8. But Jonathan heard these last words with indignatbn,, 
and promised to do what he desired of him, and to inforitt 
him if his fifUher^s answers implied any thing of a melancholy 
nature, and any enmity agmnst him. And that he xoif^ the 
more firmly depend upon him, he took him out into the open 
field, into the pure air, and sware that he would n^Iect no* 
thing that might tend to the preservation of David ; and he 
sfldd, '^ I appeal to that God who, as thou seest, is diffused 
everywhere, and knoweth this intention of mine before I 
cxpbin it in words, as the witness of this my covenant with 
thee, that I will not leave off to make frequent trials of the 
purpose of my father, till I learn whether there be any luriui 
mg distemper in the secretest parts of his soul ; and when 1 
have learned it, I will not conceal it from thee, but will dia* 
eover it to thee, whether he be gently or peevishly disposed ; 
for this Grod himself knows, that I pray he may alwaya be 
with thee ; for he is with thee now, and will not rorsake thee, 
and will make thee superior to thine enemies, whether my 
fttther be one of them, or whether I myself be such. Do 
thou only remember what we now do ; and if it fall out that 
I die, preserve my children alive, and requite what kindnesses 
thou hast now received to them.'* When he had thus sworn, 
he dismissed David, bidding him go to a certain place of that 
plain wherein he used to perform his exercises, for that, aa 
toon as he knew the mind of his father, he would come 
thither to him, with one servant only ; and <^ if,^ says he, 
^* I shoot three darts at the mark, and then bid my servant 
to carry these three darts away, for they are beiore him, 
know thou that there is no mischief to be feared from my 
father ; but if thou hearest me say the contrary, expect the 
contrary from the king. However, thou ahalt gain security 
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by my moiiia, and dxilt by bo meiiis 8u£Rer jaiT haiin ; biit 
lee dum dost not fiorgel. imat I bteve denied ot thee, ia the 
lane of thy prosperity, and be serriceable to my children.'* 
Now I>avid, frhen he had rceeiyed these asmrBDces bam 



Jonathaa, went Ids way to the place appointed. 

9l But en the next day, which was the new moon, the 
Jung, when he had purified himself, as the custom was, 
came to supper ; and when there sat by him his son Jona- 
than on his right hand, and Abner, the captain of his host, 
on the other hand, he saw David^s seat was empty, but said 
nothing, supposing that he had not purified himself since he 
had accompamed with his wi£a, and so could not be present ; 
hut when he saw that he was not there the second di^ of 
the month neither, he inquired of his son Jonathan why the 
son of Jesse did not come to the supper and the feast nei- 
ther the day before nor that day. So Jonathan said, that 
« he was gone, according to the agreement between them, 
to his own city, where his tribe kept a festival, and that by 
his permission; that he also invited him to oome to their 
sacrifice ; and, skys Jonathan, if thou wilt give me leave, I 
will go thither, for thou knowest the gooa will that I bear 
him.*" And then it was that Jonathan understood his jhther'*s 
hatred to David, and plainly saw his entire disposition ; for 
Saul could not restrain his anger, but reproadied Jonathan, 
and called him the son of a runagate, and an enemy ; and 
said, ^ He was a partner with David, «id his assistant, and 
that by this behaviour be dbowed he had no regard to hin- 
aclf^ or to his mother, and would not be persuaded of this^ 
that while David is alive, their kingdom was not secure to 
them ; yet did he bid him send for him, that he might be 
punished.'" And when Jonathan said, in answer, ^* Wliat hath 
ne done that thou wilt punish him ?^ Saul no longer can. 
tented himself to express his anger in bare words, but 
snatched up his spear, and leaped upon him, and was dei- 
sirous to kul him. He did not mdeea do what he intended, 
because he was hindered by his friends; but it araeared 
plfunly to his son that he hated David, and greatly deni^ 
to despatch him, insomuch that he had almost slain his son 
with his own hands on his account. 

10. And then it was that the king'^s son rose hastily fram 
supper; and being not able to admitany thing into his mouth 
for grief, he wept all night, both because he had himself been 
near destniction, and because the death of David was deter- 
mined. But as soon as it was day, he went out into th# 
plain that was before the dty, as going to perform his exer^ 
cises, but in reality to inform his friend what disposition his 
father was in towards him, as he had agreed with him to do. 
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And when Jonathan had done what had been thus agreed^ 
he dismissed his servant that followed him, to return to the 
atjy but he himself went into the desert, and cam^ into his 
presence, and communed with him. So David appeared, 
and fell at Jonathan's feet, and bowed down to him, and 
called him the preserver of his soul. But he lifted him up 
from the eardi, and they mutually embraced one another, 
.and made a long greeting, and that not without tears. They 
also lamented their age, and that familiarity which envy 
would deprive them of, and that separation which must now 
be expected, which seemed to them no better than death it. 
self. So recollecting themselves at length from their lamen- 
tation, and exhorting one another to be mindful of the oaths 
they had sworn to each other, they parted asunder. 
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CHAP. XII. 

How David Jled to AhitKelech, and afterwards to the Kings 
of the PhiJistines and (fffke Moabites; and how Said slew 
Ahimelech and his Family* 

Q \. But David fled from the king, and that death he was 
m danger of by him, and came to the city Nob, to Ahime> 
lech the priest, who, when he saw him coming- all alone, 
and neither a friend nor a servant with him, he wondered at 
it, and desired to learn of him the cause why there was no- 
body with him ?. To which David answered, ^' That the 
king had commanded him to do a certain thing that was to be 
kept secret, to which, if he had a mind to know so much, 
he had no occasion for any one to accompany him ; how- 
ever, I have ordered my servants to meet me at such and 
such a place.'" So he desired him to let him have somewluit 
to eat ; and that in case he would supply him, he would act 
the part of a friend, and be assisting to the business he was 
now about : and when he had obtained what he desired, he 
ftlso asked him whether he had any weapons with him, either 
Bword or spear ? Now there was at Nob a servant of SauPs, 
by birth a Syrian, whose name was Doeg, one that kept the 
kmg's mules. The high-priest said, that he had no sucli 
weapons, but he added, *' Here is the sword of Goliath, 
which, when thou hadst slain the Philistine, thou didst dedi- 
cate to God;"" 

2. When David had received the sword, he fled out of 
the country of the Hebrews into that of the Philistines, 
over which Achish reigned. And when the king's servants 
knew him, and he was made known to the king himself, the 
servants informing him that he was that David who bad killed 
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nuuiy ten thousands of the Philistines, David was afraid lest 
the king should put him to death, and that he should expe- 
rienoe that danger from him which he had escaped from 
Saul ; so he pretended to be distracted and mad, so that his 
spittle ran out of his mouth, and he did other the like ac- 
txjos before the king of Gath, which might make him be- 
lieve that they proceeded from such a distemper. Accord- 
ingly the king was very angry at his servants that they had 
brought him a madman ; and he gave orders that they should 
^ect David immediately [out of the city.] 

S. So when' David had escaped in this manner out of 
Gath, he came to the tribe of Judah, and abode in a cave 
by the city of Adullam. Then it was that he sent to his 
brethren, and informed them where he was, who then came 
to him with all their kindred ; and as many others as were 
either in want, or in fear of king Saul, came and made a body 
together, and told him they were ready to obey his orders. 
They were in all about four hundred. Whereupon he 
took courage, now such a force and assistance was come to 
him ; so he removed thence, and came to the king of the 
Moabites, and desired him to entertain his parents in his 
country, while the issue of his affairs were in such an un^ 
certain condition. The king granted him this favour, and 
pud great respects to David's parents all the time they were 
with him. 

4. As for himself, upon the prophet^s commanding him 
to leave the desert, and to go into the portion of the tribe of 
Judah, and abide there, he complied therewith ; and coming 
to the city Hareth, which was in that tribe, he remained 
there. Now when Saul heard that David had been seen 
with a multitude about him, he fell into no small distur- 
faance and trouble. But as he knew that David was a bold 
and courageous man, he suspected that somewhat extraor- 
dinary: would appear from him, and that openly alsa, which 
would make him weep^ and put him into distress; so he 
called together to him. nis friends, and his commanders, and 
the tribe from which he was himself derived, to the hill 
where his palace was ; and sitting upon a place called Arou- 
ra, his courtiers that were in dignities and the guards of his 
body being with him, he spake thus to them : *^ You that 
are men of my own tribe, I conclude that you remember the 
benefits that I have bestowed upon you ; and that I have 
made some of you owners of land, and made you com- 
manders, and bestowed posts of honour upon you, and set 
some of you over the common people, and others over the 
aoldiers : I ask you, therefore, whether you expect greater 
iEind more donations from the son of Jesse ? for I know that 
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you are all inclinable to him ; even my own son Jonathan 
himseif is of that opinion, and persuades you to be of the 
same; for I am not unacquainted with the oaths and the 
(»venant8 that are between him and David, and that Jooa. 
than is a counsellor and an assistant to those that conspire 
against me, and none of you are concerned about these 
things, but you keep silence, and watch to see what will be 
the upshot of these things.^ When the king had done his 
qieecn, not one of the rest of those that were present made 
any answer ; but Doeg the Syrian, who fed his mules, said, 
that he saw David when he came to the city Nob to Ahimc- 
iech the hi^-priest, and that he learned future events by his 
prophesjring ; that he received food from him, and the sword 
of Goliath, and was conducted by him with security to such 
as he desired to m to. 

5. Saul, therefore, sent for the high-priest, and for all his 
kindred, and said to them, '< What terrible or ungrateful 
thing hast thou suffered from me, that thou hast received 
the son of Jesse, and hast bestowed on him both food and 
weapons, when he was contriving to get the kingdom ? And 
fartner, why didst thou deliver oracles to him concerning 
futurities ? for thou couldst not be unacquainted that he was 
fled from me, and that he hated my family.'*' But the high- 
priest did not betake himself to deny what he had done, but 
confessed boldly that he had supplied him with these thinn, 
not to gratify David, but Saul himself; and he said, ^ I did 
not know that he was thy adversary, but a servant of thine, 
who was very faithful to thee, and a captain over a thousand 
€i thy soldiers ; and, what is more than these, thy 8on*in.law 
and kinsman. Men do not use to confer such favours on 
their adversaries, but on those who are esteemed to bear 
the highest good-will and respect to them. Nor is this the 
first time that I prophesied for him, but I have done it oH 
ten, and at other times as well as now. And when he told 
me that he was sent by thee in great haste to do somewhat, 
if I had furnished him with nothing that he desired, I should 
have thought that it was rather in contradiction to thee than 
to liim. Wherefore, do not thou entertain any ill opinion of 
me, nor do thou have a suspicion of what I then thought an 
act of humanity, from what is now told thee of David's at- 
tempts against thee ; for I did then to him as to thy friend 
«nd son-in-law, and captain of a thousand, and not as to 
thine adversary.'' 

6. When the hi^priest had spoken thus, he did not 
persuade Saul ; his fear was so prevalent that he could not 
give credit to an apology that was very just. So he com* 
mandcd his armed men that stood about him to kill him, and 
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all his kindred ; but as they durst not touch the high-priest, 
but were more afraid of dfisobeying God than the king, he 
ordered Doeg the Syrian to kill them. Accordingly, he took 
to his assistance such wicked men as were like mmself, and 
slew Ahimelech and all his family, which were in all three 
hundred and eighty-five. Saul also sent to Nob,* the city 
of the priests, and slew all that were there, without sparing 
either women or children, or any other age, and burnt it ; 
only there was one son of Ahimelech, whose name was 
AbitUhar^ who escaped. However, these things came to 
pass as God had foretold to Eli the high-priest, when he said, 
that his posterity should be destroyed, on account of the - 
transgression of his two sons. 

7. i* Now this king Saul, by perpetrating so barbarous a 
crime, and murdering the whole family of the high-priestly 
dignity, by having no pity of the infants, nor reverence for 
the ^ed, and by overthrowing the city which God had 
chosen for the property, and for the support of the priests 
and prophets which were there, and had ordained as the 
only city allotted for the education of such men, gives all to 
understand and consider the disposition of men, that while 
they are private persons, and in a low condition, because it 
18 not in their power to indulge nature, nor to venture upon 
what they wish for, they are equitable and moderate, and 
pursue nothing but what is just, and bend their whole minds 
and labours that way ; then it is that they have this belief 
about God, that he is present to all the actions of their lives, 
and that he does not only see the actions that are done, but 
clearly knows those their thoughts, also whence those actions 

* This dty Nob wu not a dty allotted to the priests, nor had the prophets, 
that we know of, any particular dties allotted to them. It seems the tabmade 
was now at Nob, and probably a school of the prophets was here also. It was 
full two day*s journey on foot from Jerusalem, 1 Sam. xxi, 5. The number of 
priests here slain in Josephus is three hundred and eighty-five, and but eighty- 
five in our Hebrew copies, yet are they three hundred and five in the Sqptuagint. 
I prefer Josephu9*s number, the Hebrew having, I suppose, only dropped the 
hundreds, the other the tens. This dty Nob seems to have been the chief^ or, 
perhaps, the only seat of the famUy of Ithamar, which here perished, according 
to God*s former terrible threatenings to £11, 1 Sam. ii, 27-36 ; in, 1 1-18. See 
chap, xiv, sect. 9, hereafter. 

•f This section contains an admirable reflection of Josephus concerning the 
general wickedness of men in great authority, and the danger they are in of re- 
jecting that regard to justice and humanity, to divine pnyMcnce and the fear of 
God, which they dther really had, or pretended to have, while they were in a 
lower condition. It can never be too often perused by kings and great men, nor 
by those who e!(])ect to obtain such elevated dignities among mankind. See the 
Hke reflections of our Josephus, Antiq. B. vii, di. i, sect. 5, at the end ; and B. 
viii, ch. X, sect. 2, at the beginning. They are to the like purport with one 
branch of Agur> prayer. One thing have I required ofthce^ deny it me not be* 
Jbre I die; gtve me not riches , lr*t / hefktt and deny thce^ nnd tay^ who h the 
lAfd % Prov. XXX, 7, 8, 9. 

VOL. I. X 
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do arise. But when once they are advanced into po#ef and 
authority, then they put ofi* ail such notions ; and, as if thiT 
were no other than actors upon a theatre, they lay aside their 
disguised parts and manners, and take up boldnes, insoc 
lence, and a contempt of both human and divine laws, and 
this at a time when they especially stand in need of piety 
and righteousness, because they are then most of all cx-^ 
posed to envy, and all they think and all they say are in 
the view of all men : then it is that they become so insdent 
in their actions, as though God saw them no longer, or were 
afraid of them because of their power ; and whatsoever it is 
that they either are afraid of by the rumours they hear,, or 
they hate by inclination, or they love without reason, these 
seem to them to be authentic, and firm, and true, and pleas- 
ing both to men and to God : but as to what will como 
hereafter, they have not the least regard to it. ' They raise 
those to honour indeed who have been at a great deal of 
pains for them, and after that honour they envy them ; and 
when they have brought them into high dignity, they do not 
only deprive them of what they had obtainea, but also on 
that very account of their lives also, and that on wicked acv 
cusations, and such as on account of their extravagant nature 
are incredible. They also punish men for their actions, not 
such as deserve condemnation, but from calumnies and ac- 
cusations without examination ; and this extends not only to 
such as deserve to be punished, but to as many as they are 
able to kill. This reflection is openly confirmed to us from 
the example of Saul the son of Kish, who was the first king, 
who reigned after our aristocracy and government under the 
judges were over ; and that by his slaughter of three hundred 
priests and prophets, on occasion of his suspicion about Ahi- 
melech, and by the additional wickedness of the overthrow 
of their city, and this as if be were endeavouring in some 
sort to render the temple [tabernacle] destitute both ot priests 
and prophets; which endeavour he showed by slaymg so 
many of them, and not suffering the very city belonging to 
them to remain, that so others might succeed them. 

8. But Abiathar the son of Ahimelech, who alone could be 
saved out of the family of priests slain by Saul, fled to 
David, and informed him of the calamity that had befallen 
their family, and of the slaughter of his father ; who hereupon 
smd, " He was not unapprized of what would follow with 
relation to them when he saw Doeg there ; for he had then 
a suspicion that the high-priest would l>e falsely accused liy 
him to the king, and he blamed himself as having been tlw 
cause of this misfortune.*^ But he desired him to stay there, 
and abide with him, as in a place where he nnght be better 
concealed tlian anywhere else- 
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CHAP. XIII. 

How David^ icficn he had twice the Opportunity of kUliiig 
Satd, did riot kill him. Abo concerning the Death of 
Samuel and Nabal, 

fl. About this time it was that David heard how the 
hilistines had made an inroad into the country of Keilali, 
and robbed it ; so he offered hitnself to fight against them^ if 
God, when he should be oensuhed by the prophet, would 
grant him the victory. And when the propliet said, that God 
gave a signal of victory, he made a sudden onset upon the 
Philistines with his companions, and he shed a great deal of 
their bloody and carriea off their prey, and stayed with the 
inhabitants of Keilah tHl diey had securely gathered in their 
corn and their fruits. However, it was told Saul the king, 
that David was with the men of Keilah ; for what had been 
done, and the great success that had attended him, were not 
confined among the people where the things were done, but 
the fame of it went all abroad, and came to the hearing of 
otlicrs, and both the fact as it stood, and the author of the 
fact, were carried to the king's ears Then was Saul glad 
when he heard David was in Keilah ; and he said, ^^ God 
bath now put him into my hands, since he hath obliged him 
to ccHne into a city that hath walls, and gates, and bars.*^ 
So he commanded all the people to set upon Keilah suddeiv- 
ly, and when they had besieged and taken it, to kill David. 
But when David perceived this, and learned of Grod, that tf 
he stayed there the men of Keilah wotild deliver him up to 
Saul, ne took his four hundred men, and retired into a desert 
that was over a city called Engedi. So when die king heard 
that he was fled away from the men of Keilah, he left oS his 
expedition amnst him^ 

Sw Then David removed thence^ and came to a certain 
place called the New Place, belonging to Ziph; where 
Jonathan the son of Saul came to him, and saluted him, and 
exhorted him to be of good courage, and to hope well as to 
bis condition liereafter, and not to despond at his present 
circumstances, for that he should be king, and have all the 
forces of the Hebrews under him ; but told him, that such 
happiness uses to come with great labour and piuns : they 
also took oaths, tliat they would all their lives long continue 
in good-will and fidelity one to another ; and he called God 
to witness, as to what execrations he had made upon himself, 
if he should transgress his covenant, and should change to a 
contrary behaviour. So Jonathan left him there, having 

X 2 
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rendered his cares and fears somewhat lighter, and returned 
home. Now the men of Ziph, to gratify Saul, informed him 
that David abode with them, and [assured him] that if he 
would come to them, they would deliver him up ; for that if 
the king would seize on the straits of Ziph, David could not 
escape to any other people. So the king commended them, 
and confessed that he had reason to thank them, because they 
had given him information of his enemy ; and he promised 
them, that it should not be long ere he would requite their 
kindness. He also sent men to seek for David, and to search 
the wilderness wherein he was; and he answered that he 
himself would follow them. Acccordingly, they went before 
the king, to hunt for and to catch David, and used endea- 
vours, not only to show their good will to Saul, by informing 
him where his enemy was, but to evidence the same more 
plainly by delivering him up into his power. But these men 
failed of those their unjust and wicKed desires, who while 
they underwent no hazard by not discovering such an amln- 
tion of revealing this to Saul, yet did they falsely accuse, and 
promise to deliver up a man beloved of God, and one that 
was unjustly sought for to be put to death, and one that 
might otherwise have lain concealed, and this out of flattery, 
and expectation of gain from the king ; for when David was 
apprized of the malignant intentions of the men of Ziph, and 
of the approach of Saul, he left the straits of that country, 
and fled to the great rock that was in the wilderness of Maon. 

3. Hereupon Saul made haste to pursue him thither ; for 
as he was marching, he learned that David was gone away 
from the straits [of Ziph,] and Saul removed to the other 
side of the rock. But the report that the Philistines had 
again made an incursion into the country of the Hebrews 
called Saul another way from the pursuit of David, when be 
was ready to be caught, for he returned back again to oppose 
those Philistines, who were naturally their enemies, as judg- 
ing it more necessary to avenge himself of them, than to take 
a great deal of pains to catch an enemy of his own, and to 
overlook the ravage that was made in the land. 

4. And by this means David unexpectedly escaped out of 
the danger he was in, and came to the straits Engedi. And 
when Saul had driven fhe Philistines out of the land, there 
came some messengers who told him that David abode within 
the bounds of Engedi : so he took three thousand choaen 
men, that were armed, and made haste to him ; and when be 
was not far jfrom those places, he saw a deep and hollow cave 
by the way side ; it was open to a great length and breadth, 
and there it was that David with his four hundred men were 
concealed. When therefore he had great occasion to ease 
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nature, be enter^ into it by bimself alone ; and being seen 
by one of David's companions, and be that saw bim saying 
to him, that ** he had now; by God's providence, an oppor* 
tunity of avenging bimself of his adversary; and advising him 
to cut off his head, and so deliver himself out of that tedious 
livandering condition, and the distress he was in,'' he rose up, 
and (Hily cut off the skirt of that garment which Saul had on. 
But he soon repented of what he bad done ; and said, it was 
not richt to kill him that was his roaster, and one whom God 
had thought worthy ot the kingdom ; for that although he 
were wickedly disposed towards us, yet does it not behove 
mle to be so disposed towards him. but when Saul had left 
the cave, David came near, and cried out aloud, and desired 
Saul to hear bim ; whereupon the king turned his face back, 
and David, according to custom, fell down on his face before 
the king, and bowed to him; and said, *^ O king, thou 
oughtest not to hearken to wicked men, nor to such as forge 
calumnies, nor to gratify them so far as to believe what they 
siy, nor to entertain suspicions of such as are your best 
fnends, but to judge of the disposition of all men by their 
actions; for calumny deludes men, but men's own actions 
are a clear demonstration of their kindness. Words, indeed, 
in their own nature, may be either true or false, but men's 
actions expose their intentions nakedly to our view. By 
these, therefore, it would be well for thee to believe me, as 
to my regard to thee ahd to thy house, and not to believe 
those that frame such accusations against me as never came 
into my mind, nor are possible to be executed, and do this 
farther by pursuing after my life, and have no concern, either 
day or nignt, but how to compass my life and to murder me, 
which thing I think thou dost unjustly prosecute. For how 
comes it about, that thou hafit embraced this false opinion 
about me, as if I bad a desire to kill thee ? Or how canst 
thou escape the crime of impiety towards God, when thou 
wishest thou couldst kill, and deemest thine adversary a man 
who bad it in his power this day to avenge himself, and to 
punish thee, but would not do it ? nor make use of such an 
opportunity, which, if it bad fallen out to thee against me, 
thou hadst not let it slip ; for when I cut off the skirt of thy 
garment, I could have done the same to thy head." So he 
showed him the piece of bis garment, and thereby made him 
agree to what he said to be true; and added, ^^ I, for certain, 
have abstained from taking a just revenge* upon thee, yet 

* The phrase in David*B speech to Saul, as set down in Josephus, that be had 
abstained fwuLjust revengr^ puts me in mind of the like wofds in the Apostolical 
Constitutions, B. vii, ch. ii, that rcxKnge it not evily but thai patience it more Hon* 
OMrablc, 
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art not thou asbamed to prosecute me with unjust hatred. 
May God do justice, and determine about each of our dis- 
positions.^ But Saul was amazed at the strange deliveiy he 
-nad received ; and being gready affected with the moderation 
and disposition of the young man, he groaned ; amd when 
David nad done the same, the king answered, that he had 
the Justest occasion to groan, *^ for thou hast been the author 
of good to me, as I have been the author of calamity to thee. 
And thou hast demonstrated this day, that thou possessest 
the righteousness of the ancients, who determined that men 
ought to save thar enemies though they caught them in a 
desert place. I am now persuaded that Groa reserves the 
kingdom for thee, and that thou wilt obtain the dominion 
over all the Hebrews. Give me then assurmces upon oath, 
that thou wilt not root out my family, nor, out ctf remem- 
brance of what evil I have done Ihee, destroy my postarity, 
but save and preserver my house.^ So David sware as he de- 
sired, and sent back Saul to his own kingdom ; but he and 
those that were with him went up to the straits of Mastheroth. 

5. About this time Samuel the prophet died. He was a 
man whom the Hebrews honoured in an extraordinary de- 
gree ; for that lamentation which the people made for him, 
aiid this during a long time, manifested his virtue, and the 
aiFection which the people bore for him ; as also did the so- 
lemnity and concern that appeared about his funeral, and 
about the complete observation of all his funeral rites. They 
buried him in his own city Ramah ; and wept for him a very 

freat "number of days, not looking on it as a sorrow for the 
eath of another man, but as that in which they were every 
one themselves concerned. He was a righteous man, and 
gentle in his nature ; and, on that account, he was very dear 
to God. Now he governed "hnd presided over the people 
alojie, after the death of Eli the nigh^riest, twelve yean, 
and eighteen years together with Saul the king. Ana thus 
wc have finished the history of Samuel. 

6. There was a man that was a Ziphite, of the city Maon, 
who was rich, and had a vast number of cattle ; for he fed 
a flock of three thousand sheep, and another flock of a thou- 
sand goats. Now David had charged his associates to keep 
these flocks without hurt and without damage, and to do 
them no mischief, neither out of covetousness, nor because 
they were in want, nor because they were in the wilderness, 
and so could not easily be discovered, but to esteem freedom 
from injustice above all other motives, and to look upon the 
touching of what belonged to another man as an horrible 
crime, and contrary to the will of God. These were the in- 
5truc.tion.s l)c gave, thinking that the favours he granted this 
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man were granted to a good man, and one that deserved to 
have such care taken of his afilurs. This man was Nabal, 
for that was his name; a harsh man, and of a very wicked 
life, being like a cynic in the course of his behaviour, but 
still had obtained for his wife a woman of a good character, 
wise and handsome. To this Nabal, therefore, David sent 
ten men of his attendants at the time when he sheared his 
dieep, and by them saluted him ; and also wished lie might 
do what he now did for many years to come, but desired him 
to make him a present of what he was able to give him, 
since he had, to be sure, learned from his shepherds that 
we had done them no injury, but had been their guardians a 
long time together, while we continued in the wilderness; 
and he assured him he should never repent of giving any 
thing to David. When the messengers had carried this 
message to Nabal, he accosted them after an inhuman and 
rough manner; for he asked them, who David was.'^ and 
when he heard that he was tlie son of Jesse, '^ Now is the 
time,^ said he, ^^ that fugitives grow insolent, and make a 
figure, and leave their masters,^ When they told David this, 
he was wroth ; and commanded four hundred armed men to 
folbw him, and left two hundred to take care of the stuff, 
(for he had already six hundred,*) and went against Nabal. 
He also swore, that he would that night utterly destroy the 
whole house and possessions of Nabal, for that he was 
grieved, not only that he had proved ungrateful to them, 
without making any return for tne humanity they had show^ 
ed him, but that he had also reproached them, and used ill 
language to them, when he had received no cause of disgust 
from them. 

7. Hereupon one of those that kept the flocks of Nabal 
said to his mistress, NabaPs wife, ^^ That when David sent 
to her husband he had received no civil answer at all from 
him, but that her husband had moreover added very re- 
proachful language, while yet David had taken extraordinary 
care to keep his flocks from harm, and that what had passed 
would prove very pernicious to his master.*" When the 
servant had said this, Abigail, for that was the wife^s name, 
saddled her asses, and loaded them with all sorts of presents; 
and without telling her husband any thing of what she was 
about (for he was not sensible on account of his drunken^ 

* The number of men that came fint to David are distinctly in Josephus, 
and in our common copies but four hundred. When he was at Keilah still but 
foi)r hundred, both in Josephus and in the LXXII, but six hundred in our lie. 
brew copies, 1 Sam. xxiii, 13; see xxx, 9, 10. Now the six hundred there men- 
tioned, are here estimated by Josephus to have been so many, only by an augi 
mentation of two hundred afterward, which, 1 8uppO!>c, is the tn^c soluti^ of this 
seeming disagreemenu 
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ness,) she went to David. She was then met by David as 
die was descending a hill) who was coming against Nabal 
with the four hundred men. When the woman saw David^ 
she leaped down from herjass, and fell on her face, and bowed 
down to the ground ; and entreated him not to bear in mind 
the words orNabal, since he knew that he resembled bis 
name ; now Nabal in the Hebrew ton^e signifies^fly. So 
die made her apology, '^ That she md not see tibe messen^ 
gers whom he sent. Forgive me, therefore,^ said she, ^< and 
thank God who hath hindered thee, from shedding human 
blood ; for so long as thou keepest thyself innocent,* he will 
avenge thee of wicked men ; lor what miseries await Nabal, 
they will fall upon the heads of thine enemies. Be thoii 
gracious to me, and think me so far worthy as to accept of 
tnese presepts from me ; and out of regard to me, remit that 
wrath and that anger which thou hast against my husband 
and his house, for mildness and humanity become thee, 
especially as thou art to be our king."" Accordin^y, David 
accepted her presents, and said, '* Nay, but, O woman, it 
was no other tnan Grod^s mercy which brought ihee to us to- 
day, for otherwise thou hadst never seen another day, I hav- 
ing sworn-)- to destroy NabaJ^s house diis very night, and to 
leave alive not one of you who belonged to a man that was 
wicked and ungrateful to me and my companions ; but now 
hast thou prevented me, and seasonably mollified my anger, 
as being thyself under the care of God s providence ; but as 
for Nahal, although for thy sake he now escape punishment, 
he will not always avoid justice, for his evil conduct on some 
other occasion will be his ruin."" 

8. When David had said this, he dismissed the woman. 
But when she came home, and found her husband feasting 
with a great company, and oppressed with wine, she said no* 
thing to him then about what nad happened ; but on the next 
day, when he was sober, she told him all the particulars, and 

* In this, and the two next sections, we may pereeite how Joaephiu, jmj, 
how Abigail herself, would understand Uie not avenging ourselvcty hut heaping 
coaU of fire on the head 6f ike injurious^ Prov. xxv, 25 ; Ilom. xii, 20, not as 
we commonly do now, of mdting them into kindneas, but of leaving them to the 
judgment of God, to whom vengeance helongethy Deut. xxxii, 35 ; Psalm, xdw^ 
I ; Ueb. z, 30, and who will take vengeance on the wicked. And since aU Ood*s 
judgments are just, and all fit to be executed, and all at length for good of the 
persons punished, I indme to think that to be the meaning of this phrase, of 
heaping coals of fire on their heads. 

^ We may note here, that how sacred soever an oath was esteemed among the 
people of God in old times, they did not think it obligatory where the action waa 
plamly unlawful : for so we see it was in this case of David, who, although he had 
sworn to destroy Nabal and his family, yet does he here, and 1 Sam. xxv, 32, 
33, 34, bless God for preventing his keeping this oath, and from shedding of 
blood, as he had twom to do. 
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made his whole body to appear like that of a dead man by 
her words, and by that grief which arose from them ; so Na- 
bal survived ten days, and no more, and then died. And 
when David heard of his death, he said, that ^< God had 
justly avenged him of this inan, for that Nabal died by his 
own wickedness, and had suflTered punishment on his account, 
while he had kept his own hands clean.^ At which time he 
understood that the wicked are prosecuted by God ; that he 
does not overlook any man, but oestows on die good what is 
suitable to them, and inflicts a deserved punishment on the 
wicked. So he sent to NabaPs wife, and invited her to 
come to him, to live with him, and to be his wife. Where., 
upon she replied to those that came, that she was not worthy 
to touch his feet ; however, she came with all her servants, 
and became his wife, having received that honour on account 
of her wise and righteous course of life. She also obtained 
the same honour partly on account of her beauty. Now 
David had a wife before, which he mari-ied from' the dty 
Abesar ; for as to Michal, the daughter of king Saul, who 
had been David's wife, her father had given her in marriage 
to Phalti, the son of Laish, who was of the city of Gallim. 

9. After this came certain of the Ziphites, and told Saul 
that David was come again into their country, and that if he 
would afford them his assistance they^could catch him. So 
he came to them with three thousand armed men ; and upon 
the approach of the night, be pitched his camp at a certain 
place called Haehilah. But when David heard that Saul was 
coming against him, he sent spies, and bid them let him know 
to what place of the country Saul was already come ; and when 
they told him that he was at Hachilah, he concealed his going 
away from his own companions, and came to SauFs camp, 
havmg taken with him Abishai> his sister Zeruiah^s son, and 
Ahimelech the Hittite. Now Saul was asleep ; and the armed 
men, with Abner their commander, lay round about him in a 
circle. Hereupon David entered into the king's tent, but he 
did neither kill Saul, though he knew where ne lay, by the 
spear that was stuck down by him, nor did he give leave to 
Abishai, who would have killed him, and was earnestly bent 
upon it, so to do ; for he said, ^^ It was a horrid crime to kill 
one that was ordained king by God, although he was a wick- 
ed man ; for that he who gave him the dominion would, in 
time, inflict punishment upon him.^ So he restrained his 
eagerness : but that it might appear to have been in his 

Eower to have killed him, when he refrained from it, he took 
is spear and the cruise of water which stood by Saul as he 
lay asleep, without being perceived by any in the camp, who 
were all asleep, and went securely away, having performed 
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every thing among the king'^s attendants that the opportunity 
afPorded, and his boldness encouraged him to do. So when 
he had passed over a brook, and was gotten up to the top of 
a hilly whence he might be sufficiently heard, he cried aloud 
to SauFs soldiers, and to Abner their commander, and awaked 
them out of their sleep, and called both to him and to the 
people. Hereupon the commander heard him, and asked 
who it was that called him ? To whom David replied, <' It 
is I, the son of Jesse, whom you make a vagabond. But 
what is the matter ? Dost thou, that art a man of so great 
dignity, and of the first rank in the king^s court, take so little 
care of thy master^s body ? and is sleep of more consequence 
lo thee than his preservation, and thy care of him ? This neg- 
ligence of yours deserves death and punishment to be in- 
flicted on you, who never perceived whcn,~a little while ago, 
some of us entered into your camp, nay as far as to the king 
himself, and to all the rest of you. If thou look for the 
king^s spear, and his cruise of water, thou wilt learn what a 
mignty misfortune was ready to overtake you in your very 
camp, without your knowing of it.^ Now, when Saul knew 
David'^s voice, and understood, that when he had him in his 
power while he was asleep, and his guards took no care of 
him, yet did not he kill him, but spared him, when he might 
justly have cut him off, he said, that ^^ he owed him thanks 
for his preservation ; and exhorted him to be of good courage, 
and not to be afraid of suffering any mischief from him any 
morc> and to return to his own home ; for he was now per- 
suadcd that he did not love himself so well as he was loved 
by him ; that he had driven away him that could guard him, 
and had given many demonstrations of his good will to him; 
that he had forced him to live so long in a state of banishment, 
and in great fears of his life, destitute of his friends and his 
kindred, while still he was often saved by him, and frequent- 
ly received his life again when it was evidently in danger of 
perishing.^ So David bid them send for the spear and the 
cruise of water, and take them back ; adding this withal, 
that *^ God would be the judge of both their dispositions, 
and of the actions that flowed from the same, who knows, 
that when it was this day in my power to have killed thee, I 
abstained from it.'" 

10. Thus Saul, having escftped the bands of David twice, 
he went his way to his royal palace and his own city. But 
David was afraid, that if he stayed there he should be caught 
by Sanl ; so he thought it better to go up into the land of tlie 
Philistines, and abide there. Accordingly, he came with the 
six hundred men that were with him to Achisli, the king of 
Gath, which was one of their five cities. Now the king re- 
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oeived both him and hb meii, and gave them a pboe to in- 
habit in. He had with him also his two wives, Amnoam and 
Abigail, and he dwelt in Grath. But when Saul heard this, 
he took no farther care about sending to him, or going after 
him, because he had been twice in a manner caught by him, 
while he was himself endeavouring to catch him. However, 
David had no mind to continue in the city of Gath, but de* 
dred the king, that, since he hacf received him with such hu- 
manity, that he would grant him another favour, and bestow 
upon nim some place of that country for his habitation ; for he 
was ashamed, by living in the dty, to be grievous and bur- 
densome to him. So Achish gave him a certain village called 
Ztklag : which place David and his sons were fond of when 
he was king, ana reckoned it to be their peculiar inheritance, 
fiut about those matters we shall give the reader farther in- 
formation elsewhere. Now the time that David dwelt in 
Ziklag, in the land of the Philistines, was four months and 
twenty days. And now he privately attacked those Geshu- 
rites and Amalekites that were neighbours to the Philistines, 
and laid waste their country, and took much prey of their 
beasts and camels, and then returned home ; but David ab- 
stained from the men, as fearing they should discover him to 
lung Achish, yet did he send part oi the prey to him as a free 
gift. And when the king inquired whom they had attacked 
when they brought away the prey, he said, those that lay to 
the south of the Jews, and inhabited in the plain ; whereby 
he persuaded Achish to approve of what he had done ; for 
he noped that David had tought against his own nation, and 
that now lie should have him for his servant all his life long, 
and that he would stay in hb country. 
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CHAP. XIV. 



Haw Sauly upofi God's not answering him canceminff the 
Fight with t)ie Philistines^ desired a necromantic Woman 
to raise up the Soul qf Samuel to him ; and bore he diedy 
loith his Sons, upon the Overthrow qf the Hebrews in 
Battle. 

j§ 1. About the same time the Philistines resolved to make 
war against the Israelites, and sent to all their confederates 
that they would go along with them to the war to Reggen 
{near the city Shunem,1 whence they might gather them- 
selves together, and suddenly attack the Hebrews. Then 
did Achish, the king of Gath, desire David to assist them 
with his armed men against the Hebrews. This he readily 
promised ; and said that the time was now come wherein he 
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might requite him for his kindness arid hospitality. So the 
king promised to inake him the keeper of his body after the 
yiictory, supposing that the battle with the euemy succeeded 
to their mind \ which promise of honour and confidence he 
made on purpose to increase his zeal for his service. 

S. Now Saul, the king of the Hebrews, had bast out of the 
country the fortunetellers, and the necrmnancers, and all such 
as. exercised the like arts, excepting the prophets. But when 
he heard that the Philistines were already come, and had 
pitched their camp near to the city Shunem, situated in the 
plain, he made haste to oppose them with his forces; and 
when he was come to a certain mountain called Gilboa, he 
[ntched his camp over against the enemy ; but when he saw 
the enemy^s army he was greatly troubled, because it ap- 
peared to him to be numerous, and superior to his own ; and 
he inquired of God by the prophets concerning the battle, 
that he might know beforehand what would be the event of 
it And when God did not answer him, Saul was under a 
still greater dread, and his courage fell, foreseeing, as was biit 
reasonable to suppose, that mischief would befall him, now 
God was not there to assist him ; yet did he bid his servants 
to inquire out for him some woman that was a necromancer, 
and called up the souls of the dead, that so he might know 
whether his affairs would succeed to his mind ; for this sort of 
necromantic women who bring up the souls of the dead, do 
by them foretell future events to such as desire them. And 
one of his servants told him, that there was such a woman in 
the city Endor, but was known to nobody in the camp ; here- 
upon Saul put oiF his royal apparel, and took two of those 
his servants with him whom he knew to be most faithful to 
him, and came to Endor to the woman, and entreated her to 
act the part of a fortuneteller, and to bring up such a soul to 
him as he should name to her. But when the woman op- 
posed his motion, and said, ^< She did not despise the king, 
who had banished this sort of fortunetellers, and that he did 
not do well himself, when she had done him no harm, to en- 
deavour to lay a snare for her, and to discover that slie ex- 
ercised a forbidden art, in order to procure her to l>e pu- 
nished ;*" he sware that nobody should know what she did ; 
and that he would not tell any one else what she foretold, 
but that she should incur no danger. As soon as he had 
induced her, by this oath, to fear no harm, he bid her bring 
up to him the soul of Samuel. She not knowing who Sa- 
muel was, called him out of Hades. When he appeared, 
'and the woman saw one that was venerable, and of a divine 
form, she was in disorder ; and being astonished at the sight, 
she said, << Art not thou king Saul ?"" for Samuel had in- 
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formed her who he was. When he had owned that to be 
true, and had asked her whence her disorder arose ? she said, 
that *^ she saw a certain person ascend, who in his form was 
like to a god."" And when he bid her tell him what he re- 
sembled, in what habit he appeared, and of what age he was ? 
she told him, ^< He was an old man already, and of a glorious 
personage, and had on a sacerdotal mantle.^ So the king 
aiaicovered by these signs that he was Samuel ; and he feu 
down upon the ground, and saluted, and worshipped him. 
And when the soul of Samuel asked him, why he had dis- 
turbed him, and caused him to be brought up ? he lamented 
the necessity he was under ; for he said, ^^ That his enemies 

Sressed heavily upon him ; that he was in distress what to 
o in his present circumstances; that he was forsaken of 
God, and could obtain no prediction of what was coming, 
neither by prophets nor by areams ; and that these were the 
reasons why I have recourse to thee, who always tookedst 
care of me."^ But* SamueU seeing that the end of SauPs 
life was come, said, ^' It is in vain for thee to desire to learn 
of me any thing farther, when God hath forsaken thee : how- 
ever, hear what I say, that David is to be king, and to flni^ 
this war with good success; and thou art to lose thy domi- 
nion and thy life, because thou didst not obey God in the 
war with the Amalekites, and hast not kept his command* 
ments, as I foretold to thee while I was alive. Know, there- 
fore, that the people shall be made subject to their enemies, 
and that thou, with thy sons, shall fall in the battle to-mor- 
row, and thou shalt then be with me [in Hades.*^] 

3. When Saul had heard this, he could not speak for grief, 
and fell down on the floor ; whether it were from the sorrow 
that arose upon what Samuel had said, or from his emptiness, 
for he had taken no food the for^;oing day nor night, he 
easily fell quite down. And when with difficulty he had re- 
covered himself, the woman would force him to eat, begging 
this of him as a favour, on account of her concern in that 
dangerous instance of fortuncteliing, which it was not lawful 
for her to have done, because of the fear she was under of the 
king, while she knew not who he was, yet did she undertake 
it and go through with it ; on which account she entreated 

* This history of Saul*s consultadon, not with a witch^ as we render the He- 
brew word here, but with a necromancer^ as the whole history shows, is eanly 
understood, espedally if we consult the Recognitions of Clement, B. i, chap. ▼, at 
large, and mora briefly, and nearer the days of Samuel, £cclu&. zlvi, 20. ^* Samiuel 
prophesied after his death, and showed the king his end, and lifted up his voice 
from the earth in prophecy,** to blot out '^ the wickedness of the people.** Nor 
does the exactness of tlie accomplishment of this prediction, the very next day, 
permit us to suppose any impositioii upon Saul in the present history ; for aa to 
all modem hypotheses against the natural sense of such ancient and authentic his- 
tories, I take them to be of very small vahia or consideilttion. 
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him to admit that a taUe and food might be set before him, 
thfl t he might recollect his strength, and so get safe to his 
own camp. And when he opposed her motion, and entirely 
rejected it, by reason of his anxiety, she forced him, and at 
last persuaded him to it. Now she had one calf that she was 
very fond of, and one that she took a great deal of care of, 
and fed it herself, for she was a woman that got her living 
by the labour of her own hands, and had no other possession 
but that one calf; this she killed, and made ready its fledi, 
and set it before his servants and himself. So Saul came to 
the camp while it was yet night. 

4. Now it is but iust to recommend the gcneroMty of this 
woman,* because when the king had forbidden her to use that 
art whence her circumstances were bettered and improved, 
and when she had never seen the king before, she still did 
not remember to his disadvantage that he had condemned her 
sort of learning, and did not refuse him a» a stranger, and one 
that she had no acquaintance with ; but she had compassion 
upon him, and comforted him, and exhorted lum to do what 
he was greatly averse to, and offered him the only creature 
she had, as a poor woman, and that earnestly, and with great 
humanity, while she had no reauital made her for her kindness, 
nor hunted after any future lavour from him, for she knew 
he was to die ; whereas men are naturally either ambitious 
to please those that bestow benefits upon them, or are very 
ready to serve those from whom they may receive some ad- 
vantage. It would be well, therefore, to imitate the example 
of this woman, and to do kindnesses to all such as are in want; 
and to think that nothing is better, nor more becoming man- 
kind, that such a general beneficence, nor what will sooner 
render God favourable and ready to bestow good things upon 
us. And so far may suffice to liave spoken concerning this 
woman. But I shall speak farther upon another subject ; 
which will afford me the opportunity ot discoursing on what 
is for the advantage of cities, and people, and nations, and 
suited to the taste of good men, and will encourage them all 
in the prosecution of virtue, and is capable of showing them 
the method of acquiring glory and an everlasting fame ; and 
of imprinting in the kings of nations, and the rulers of cities, 
great inclination and diligence of doing well ; as also of en- 
couraging them to undergo dangers, and to die for their 
countries, and of instructing them how to despise all the most 
terrible adver^ties ; and I have a fair occasion offered me to 

* Theto great oommeDdations of this necromantic woman of Endor, and of SauPt 
martial courage, when yet he knew he should die in the battle, are somewhat 
unusual digressions in Josephus. They seem to me extracted from some speeches 
or declamations of his, composed formerly in the way of oratory, that lay by him, 
and which he thought iit to insert upon this occasion. Sec before on Antiq. fi. 
/, ch. rf, srcf. 8. 
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enter on such a discourse by Saul the king of the Hebrews ; 
for although he knew what was coming upon him, and that 
he was to die immediately, by the prediction of the prophet, 
he did not resolve to fly from death, nor so far to indulge the 
love of life, as to betray his own people to the enemy, or to 
bring a disgrace on his royal dignity ; out exposing himself, as 
well as all his family and children, to dangers, he thought it a 
brave thing to fall together with them, as he was fighting for his 
subjects, and that it was better his sons should die thus, show- 
ing their courage, than to leave them to their uncertain con- 
duct afterward, while, instead of succession and posterity, they 
gained commendation and a lasting name. Sucii an one alcme 
seems to me to be a just, a courageous, and a prudent man ; 
and when any one has arrived at these dispositions, or shall 
hereafter arrive at them, he is the man who ought to be by all 
honoured with the testimony of a virtuous or courageous man ; 
for as to those that go out to war with hopes of success, and 
that they shall return safe, supposing they should have per- 
formed some glorious action, I tnink those do not do well who 
call these valiant men, as so many historians and other writers 
who treat of them are wont to do, although I confess those do 
justly deserve some commendation also ; but those only may 
TO styled courageous and bold in great undertakings, and de- 
spisers of adversities, who imitate Saul ; for as for those that 
do not know what the event of war will be as to themselves, 
and though they do not fsunt in it, but deliver themselves up 
to uncertain futurity, and are tossed this way and that way, this 
is not so very eminent an instance of a generous mind, although 
they happen to perfcnrm many great exploits ; but when men''s 
minds expect no good event, but they know beforehand they 
must die, and that they must undergo that death in the battle 
also, after this neither to be afiVighted nor to be a8tonislied at 
the terrible fate that is coming, but to go directly upon it, when 
they know it beforehand, this it is that I esteem tne character 
of a man truly courageous. Accordingly, this Saul did, and 
thereby demonstrated that all men who desire fame after they 
are dead, are so to act as they may obtain the same. This 
specially concerns kings, who ought not to think it enough in 
their high station, that they are not wicked in the government 
of their subjects, but to be no more than moderately good to 
tliem. I could say more than this about Saul, and his cou- 
rage, the subject anording matter sufficient; but, that I may not 
appear to run out improperly in his commendation, I return 
again to that history from which I made this digression. 

5. Now when the Philistines, as I said before, had pitched 
their camp, and had taken an account of their forces, accord- 
ing to their nations, and kingdoms, and governments, king 
Achish came last of all with his own army ; after whom came 
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David with his six hundred armed men. And when the 
commanders of the Philistines saw him, they asked the king, 
whence these Hebrews came, and at whose invitatioo. He 
answered, that '^ it was David, who was fled awaj from his 
master Saul, and that he had entertained him when he came 
to him, and that now he was willing to make him this requital 
for his favours, and to avenge himself upon Saul, and so was 
become his confederate."^ The commanders complained of 
this, that he had taken him for a confederate who was an ene* 
my, and gave him counsel to send him away, lest he should 
unawares do his friends a great deal of mischief by entertain* 
ing him ; for that he afforded him an opportunity of being 
reconciled to his master, by doing mischief to our army. 
They thereupon desired him, out of a prudent foresight of 
this, to send him away with his four hundred armed men, to 
the place he had given him for his habitation ; for that this was 
that Duvid whom the virgins celebrated in their hymns, as 
having destroyed many ten thousands of the Philistines. 
When the king of Gath heard this, he thought they spake 
well ; so he called David, and said to him, ^^ As for myself I 
can bear witness that thou hast shown great diligence and 
kindness about me, and on that account it was that I took 
thee for my confederate ; however, what I have done does not 
please the commanders of the Philistines : go therefore within 
a day's time to the place I have given thee, without suspect- 
ing any harm, and there keep my country, lest any of our ene- 
mies should make an incursion upon it, which will be one part 
of that assistance which I expect from thee.'" So David 
came to Ziklag, as the king of Gath bade him ; but it hap- 
pened, that while he was gone to the assistance of the Plu- 
iistines, the Amalekites had made an incursion, and taken 
Ziklag before, and had burned it ; and when they had taken a 
great deal of other prey out of that place, and out of the other 
parts of the Philistines country, they departed. 

6. Now when David found that Ziklag was laid waste, 
and that it was all spoiled, and that as well his own wives, 
which were two, as the wives of his companions, with their 
children, were made captives, he presently rent his clothes, 
weeping and lamenting, together with his friends ; and indeed 
he was so cast down with these misfortunes, that at length 
tears themselves failed him. He was also in danger of being 
stoned to death by his companions, who were greatly afflict- 
ed at the captivity of their wives and children, for they laid 
the blame upon liim of what had happened. But when he 
had recovered himself out of his grief, and had raised up his 
mind to God, he desired the high-priest Abiathar to put on 
his sacerdotal garments, and to inquire of God, and to pro- 
phesy to him, ** Whether God would grant, that if he pur- 
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sued after the Amalekit^, he should overtake them, and save 
their wives and their children, and aven^ himself on the 
enemies.^ And when the biffh-priest bid bun to pursue after 
them, be marched apace, with his four hundrea men, after 
the enemy ; and when he was come to a certain brook called 
BesoTj and had lighted upon one that was wandering about, an 
Effypdan by birm, who was almost dead with want and fa- 
mme, (for he had continued wandering about without food in 
the wilderness three days,) he first of all gave him sustenance, 
both meat and drink, and thereby refreshed him. He then 
asked him to whom he belong^, and whence he came ; 
whereupon the man told him he was an Egyptian by birth, 
and was left behind by his master, because he was so sick 
and weak that he could not follow him. He also informed 
him that he was one of those who had burned and plundered 
not only other parts of Judea, but Ziklag itself also. So Da- 
vid made use of him as a guide to find out the Amalekites ; 
and when he had overtaken them as they lay scattered about 
on the ground, some at dinner, some disordered, and entirely 
drunk with wine, and in the fruition of their spoils and their 
prey, he fell upon them on the sudden, and made a great 
slaughter among them, for they were naked, and expect^ no 
such thing, but had betaken themselves to drinking and feast- 
ing, and so they were all easily destroyed. Now some of 
them that were overtaken as they lay at the taUe, were slain 
in that posture, and their blood brought up with it their meat 
and their drink. They slew others of them as they were 
drinking to one another in their cups, and some of them when 
their fuU bellies had made them fall asleep ; and for so many 
as I^id time to put on all their ai*mour, tney slew them with 
the sword, witti no less ease than they did those that were 
naked ; and for the partisans of David, they continued also 
the slaughter from the first hour of the day to the evening, so 
that there were not above four hundred of the Amalekites left, 
and they only escaped by getting upon their dromedaries and 
camels. Accordingly, David recovered not only all the other 
spoils which the enemy had carried away, but his wives also, 
and the wives of his companions, fiut when they were come 
to the place where tliey had left the two hundred men, which 
were not able to follow them, but were left to take care of the 
Btufi^, the four hundred men did not think fit to divide among 
them any other parts of what they had gotten, or of the prey, 
since they did not accompany them, but pretended to be fee- 
ble, and did not follow them in the pursuit of the enemy, 
but said, they should be contented to have safely recovered 
their wives ; Vet did David pronounce, that this opinion of 
theirs was evU and unjust, and that when God had granted 
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them such a favour, that they had avenged themselves on 
their enemies, and had recovered all that belonged to them- 
selves, they should make an equal distribution of what they 
had gotten to all, because the rest had tarried behind to guard 
their stuiF; and from that time this law obtained among them, 
that those who guarded the stuff should receive an equal 
share with those that had fought in the battle. Now wnen 
David was come to Ziklag, he sent portions of the socnIs to 
all that had been familiar with him, and to his friencls in the 
tribe of Judah. And thus ended the affiurs of the plunder- 
ing of Ziklag, and of the slaughter of the Amalekites. 

7. Now upon the Philistines joining battle, there followed 
a sharp engagement, and the Philistines became the conque- 
rors, and slew a great number of their enemies ; but Saul the 
king of Israel, and his sons, fought courageously, and with the 
utmost alacrity, as knowing that their entire glory lay in no- 
thing else but dying honourably, and exposing themselves to 
the utmost danger from the enemy, (for they had nothing else 
to hope for ;) so they brought upon themselves the whole 
power of the enemy, till they were encompassed round, and 
slain, but not before they had killed many of the Philistinet. 
Now the sons of Saul were Jonathan, and Abinadab, and 
Malchisua ; and when these were slain, the multitude of the 
Hebrews were put to flight, and all was disorder, and confb- 
sion, and slaughter, upon the Philistines pressing in upon 
them. But Saul himself fled, having a strong hoAj of sol- 
diers about him ; and upon the Philistines sending after theifi 
those that threw javelins and 'shot arrows, he lost all his oom- 
pany except a few ; as for himself, he fought with great bm- 
very ; ana when he had received so many wounds, that he 
was not able to bear up nor to oppose any longer, and yet 
was not able to kill himself, he bid his armour-bearer draw 
his sword, and run him through, before the enemy should 
take him alive. But his armour-bearer not daring to kill his 
master, he drew his own sword, and placing himself over 
against its point, he threw hhnself upon it, and when he could 
neither run it through him, nor, by leaning against it, make 
the sword pass through him, he turned him round, and asked 
a certain young man that stood by, who he was ? and when 
he understood that he was an Amalekite, he desired him to 
force the sword through him, because he was not able to do 
it with his own hands, and thereby to procure him such a 
death as he desired. This the young man did ac6ordingiy ; 
and he took the colden bracelet that was on SauPs arm, and 
his royal crown that was on his head, and ran away. And 
when SauPs armour-bearer saw that he was slain, Jie killed 
himsdf ; nor did any of the kin^^s guards escape, but they 
all fell upon the mountam called Gilboa. But when those 
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Hebrews that dwelt in the valley beyond Jordan, and those 
who had their cities in the plain, heard that Saul and his sons 
were fallen, and that the mnltitude about them were destroy- 
ed, they left their own cities, and fled to such as were the 
best fortified and fenced ; and the Philistines finding those 
cities deserted, came and dwelt in them. 

8. On the next day, when the Philistines came to strip 
their enemies that were slain, they got the bodies of Saul and 
of his sons, and stripped them, ana cut off their heads ; and 
they sent messengers all about their country, to acquaint 
them that their enemies were fallen; and they dedicated their 
armour in the temple of Astarte, but hung their bodies on 
crosses at the walls of the city Bethshan, which is now called 
Scytliopolis. But wheu the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead 
heard that they had dismembered the dead bodies of Saul and 
of his sons, they deemed it so horrid a thing to overlook this 
barbarity, and to sufier them to be without funeral rites, that 
the most courageous and hardy among them (and indeed that 
city had in it men that were very stout both in body and mind) 
jjoiuroeyed all night, and csme to Bethshan, and approached 
to the enemy^s wall, and taidng down the bodies of Saul and 
of his sons, they carried them to Jabesfa, while the enemy, were 
not able enough nor bold enough to hinder them, beqausc of 
tbeir great courage. So the people of Jabesh wept ail in 
general, and buried their bodies vsk tb^ best place of their coun* 
try, which was named Aroura ; and they observed a public 
mournine for them seven days, with their wives and chijldren} 
beating Uieir breasts and lamenting tlpbe king and his eions, 
without tasting* either meat or drink [till the evening.] 

9- To this bis end did Saul come, according to the prophecy 
of Samuel, because he disobeyed the commands of God about 
the Amalekites, and on the account of his destroying the 
fuiily of Ahimelcch the high-priest, with Ahimelech hiniself, 
imd the city of the high-priests. Now Saul, when be bad 
seigned eighteen years, while Samuel was alive, and after his 
death two [and twenty,] ended his life in this manner. 

* This way of speaking in Josqihus, ot fasting seren days without meat or 
lltink, is almost like that of St. Paurs, Acts xxvu, 83. '' This day is the foar- 
iMnth day that ye have tarried and continued fasting, rha^uig taken nothing ;'* 
and as the nature of the thing, and the impossibility or.stricUy fasting so long, 
xequire us here to understand both Josephus and the sacred author of this history^ 
'1 8am. xxxi, IS, from whom he took it, of only fasting tiU the evoiing ; ao 
Qrasi we understand St. Pjuil, either that this was really the fourteenth day of 
their tempestuous weather in the Adriatic Sea, as Terse 27, and that on this four- 
teenth day alone they had continued fksting, and had taken nothing before the 
•oiFening. The mention of their hnf ahtlinemef^ verse SI, indines me to believe 
the finrraer oxptioation to be the tnuh, and that the case was then for ^/oriMghl 
,what it was here ior a werJ:^ that they kept all those days entirely as fasts till the 
evening, but not longer. See Judg. xx, 26, xxi, 2 ; 1 Sam. xiv, 24' ; 2 Sam. i, 
12 ; Antiq. B. vii, du vii, McL 4. 

Y 2 
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BOOK VII. 



Coniamiug the Interval of Forty Yeart, 

FROM THE DEATH OF SAUL TO THE DRATH OF DAVID. 
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CHAP. I. 

How David reigned over one Tribe at Hebron^ while the 
Soti of Saul reigned over tht rest of the Multitude ; and 
howy tn the Civic War which then arose^ Asahel and Abncr 
were slain, 

8 1. This fight proved to be on the same day whereon 
David was come back to Ziklag after he had overcome the 
Amalekites. Now when he had been already two days at 
Ziklaffy there came to him the man who slew Saul, which was 
the third day after the fight. He had escaped out of the bat- 
tle which the Israelites had with the Philistines, and had his 
clothes rent, and ashes upon his head. And when he made 
his obeisance to David, he inquired of him whence he came? 
He replied, from the battle of the Israelites ; and he informed 
him that the end of it was unfortunate, many ten thousands 
' of the Israelites having been*cut oiF, and Saul, together with 
his sons, slain. He also said, that he could well give him 
this information, because he was present at the victory gained 
over the Hebrews, and was with the king when he iied : nor 
did he deny that he had himself slain the king, when he was 
ready to lie taken by the enemy, and he himself exhorted 
him to do it, because, when he was fallen on his sword, his 

freat wounds had made him so weak that he was not able to 
ill himself. He also produced demonstrations that the king 
was slain, which were the golden bracelets that had been on 
the king^s arms, and his crown, which he had taken away 
from SauPs dead body, and had brought them to him. ^ 
David, having no longer any room to call in question the truth 
of what he said, but seeing most evident marks that Saul was 
dead, he rent his garment, and continued all that day with 
his companions, in weeping and lamentation. This gnef was 
augmented by the consideration of Jonathan, the son of Saul, 
who had been his most faithful friend, and the occasion of his 
own deliverance. He also demonstrated himself to have such 
great virtue, and such great kindness for Saul, as not only to 
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take hid death to heart, though he had beea frequently in 
danger of losing his life by his means, but to piinif^h him that 
slew him ; for when David had said to him, that he was be- 
come his own accuser, as the very man who had slain the 
king, and when he had understood that he was the son of an 
Aroalekite, he commanded him to be slain. He also com«- 
mitted to writine some lamentations and funeral commenda- 
tions of Saul and Jonathan, which have continued to my own 
age. 

3. Now when David had paid these honours to the king, 
he left off his mourning, and inquired of God by the prophet, 
which of the cities of the tribe called the tribe of Judan he 
would bestow upon him to dwell in? Who answered, th^t he 
bestowed upon him Hebron. So he left Ziklag and came to 
Hebron, and took with him his wives, which were in number 
two, and his armed men ; whereupon all the people of the 
fore-mentioned tribe came to him, and ordained him the'u* king. 
But when he heard that the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead had 
buried Saul and his sons [honourably,] he sent to them, and 
commendeil them, and took what they had done kindly, and 
promised to make them amends for their care of those that 
were dead ; and at the same time lie informed them, that the 
tribe of Judah had chosen him for their king. 

3. But as soon as Abner, the son of Ner, who was general 
at SauPs army, and a very active man, and good-natured, 
knew that the kinff, and Jonathan, and his two other sons, 
were fallen in the oattle, he made haste into the camp ;, and 
taking away with him the remaining son of Saul, whose name 
was IMxmethf he passed over to the land beyond Jordan, 
and ordained him the king of the whole multitude, excepting 
the tribe of Judah ; and made his royal seat in a place called 
in our own language Mahanaim^ but in the language of the 
Grecians, The Camps. From whence Abner made haste, 
with a select body of soldiers, to fight with such of the tribe 
of Judah as were disposed to it, for he was angry that this 
tribe had set up David for their king. But Joab, whose fa- 
then was Suri, and his mother Zeruiah, David's sister, who 
was general of David's army, met him, according to David s 
appointment. He had with him his brethren Abishai an4 
Asahel, as also all David's armed men. Now when he met 
Abner at a certain fountain, in the city Gibeon, he prepared 
to fight. And when Abner said to him, that he haa a mind 
to know which of them had the more valiant soldiers ? it was 
agreed between them, that twelve soldiers of each side should 
fight togrther. So those that were chosen out by both the 
generals for this fight, came between the two armies, and 
throwing their lances one against the other, they drew their 
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swords, and catching one another by the head, they lidd one 
another fast, and ran each other^s swords into their sides and 
groins, until they all, as it were by mutual agreement, perish- 
ed together. When these were fallen down dead, the rest 
of the army came to a sore battle, and Abkier'*s men were 
beaten ; and when they were beaten, Joab did not leave off 
pursuing them, but he pressed upon them, and excited the 
soldiers to follow them close, and not to grow weary of kUling 
them. His brethren also pursued them with great alacritjTf 
and especially the younger Asahel, who was the most eminent 
of them. He was very famous for his swiftness of foot, for 
he could not only be too hard for men, but is reported to 
have overrun a horse, when they had a race together. This 
Asahel ran violently after Abner, and would not turn in the 
least out of the straight way, either to the one side or to the 
other. Hereupon Abner turned back, and attempted artfully 
to avoid his violence. Sometimes he bade him leave off the 
pursuit, and take the armour of one of his soldiers; and some- 
times, when he could not persuade him so to do, he exhorted 
him to restrain himself, and not to pursue him any longer, 
lest he should force him to kill him, and he should then not 
be able to look his brother in the face. But when Asahel 
would not admit of any persuasions, but still continued to pur- 
sue him, Abner smote him with his spear, as he held it in his 
flight, and that by a back-stroke, and gave him a deadly 
wound, so that he died immediately; but those that were 
with him pursuing Abner, when they came to the place where 
Asahel lay, they stood round about the dead body, and left 
off the pursuit of the enemy. However, both Jofu>* himself 
and his brother Abishai ran past the dead corpse^ and makiw 
their anger at the death of Asahel an occasion of greater seu 
against Abner, they went on with incredible haste and dacri- 
ty, and pursued Abner to a certain place called Ammah ; it 
was about sunset. Then did Joab ascend a certain hill, as 
he stood at that place, having the tribe of Benjamin with 
him, whence he took a view of them and ci Abner alao. 
Hereupon Abner cried aloud, and said, " That it was not fit 
that they should irritate men of the same nation to fight so 
bitterly one against another ; that as iat Asahel his btx>ther, he 
was himself in the wrong, when he would not be advised by 
him not to pursue him any farther, which wa^ the occasion of 
his woundinff and death."" So Joab consented to what he said, 
and accepted these his words as an excuse, [about Asahel,] 
and called the soldiers back with the sound of the trumpet, as 

* It ought here to be noted, that Joab, and Abuhai, and AiaheL, were aO 
three David's nephews, the sons of his sister Zeruiah, as 1 Chron. ii, IS ; and that 
Amasa was alfo his nephew by his other niter Abigail, vcr. 17. 
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a signal for their retreat, and thereby put a stop to any farther 
pursuit After which Joab pitched his camp there that night ; 
but Abner marched all that night, and passed over the nver 
Jordan, and came to Ishbosheth. SauPs son, to Mahanalm. 
On the next day Joab counted the dead men, and took care 
of all their funerals. Now there were slain of Abner^s sol- 
diers about three hundred and sixty, but of those of David 
nineteen, and Asahel, whose body Joab and Abishai carried 
to Bethlehem ; and when they had buried him in the sepul* 
ch];e of their fathers, they came to David to Hebron. From 
this time therefore there began an intestine war, which lasted 
a great while^ in whicli the followers of David grew stronger 
in the dangers they underwent, and the servants and subjects 
of SauFs sons did almost every day become weaker. 

4. About this Ume Davia was become the father of six 
sons, born of as many mothers. The eldest was by Abinoam, 
and he was called Amnon ; the second was Daniel^ by his 
wife Abigail ; the name of the third was Absdhttiy by Maa- 
chah, the daughter of Talmai, king of Geshur ; the fourth 
he named Adonijah^ by his wife Hag^ith ; the fifth was She- 
pfuUkih, by Abitail ; the sixth he caUecl Ithream^ by Eglah. 
pfow while this intestine war went on, i\v\A while the subjects 
of the two kings came frequently to action and to fighting, 
it was Abner, the general of the host of SauFs son, who, by 
h'ls prudence, and the great interest he had among the mul- 
titude, made them ail continue with Ishbosheth ; and indeed 
it was a considerable time that they continued of his party ; 
but afterwards Abner was blamed, and an accusation was 
laid against him, that he went in unto SauFs concubine ; her 
name was Rispali^ the daughter of Aiali. So when he was 
complained of by Ishbpshetii, he was very uneasy and angry 
at it, because he had not justice done him by Ishbosheth, to 
whom he had shown the greatest kindness ; whereujx)n he 
tlireatcned that he would transfer the kingdom to David, and 
demonstrate that he did not rule over the people beyond 
Jordan by his own abilities and wisdom, but by his warlike 
conduct and fidelity in leading Iiis army. So he sent am- 
bassadors to Hebron to David, and desired that lie would 
give him security upon oath, that he would esteem him his 
companion and his iriend, upon condition that he should per- 
suade the people to leave SauFs son, and to choose him king 
of the whole country. And when David had made that 
league with Abner, for he was pleased with his message to 
him, he desired that he would give this as the first mark of 
performance of the present league, that he might have his 
wife Michal restored to him, as her whom he had purchased 
with great hazards, and with those six hundred heads of the 
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Philistines which he had brought to Saul her father. So 
Abner took Michal from Phaltiel, who was then her bus- 
band, and sent her to David, Ishbo^heth himadf aflbrding 
him his assistance, for David had written to him that of right 
he ought to have this his wife restored to him. Abner also 
called together the elders of the multitude, the oommanders, 
and captains of thousands, and spake thus to them, ** That he 
had formerly dissuaded them from their own resolution when 
they were ready to forsake Ishbosheth, and to ioin themselves 
to David ; that, however, he now gave them leave so to do, 
if they had a mind to do it ; for they knew that God had 
appointed David to be king of all the Hebrews by Samuel 
the prophet; and had foretold that he should punbh the 
Philistines, and overcome them, and bring them under.'** 
Now when the elders and rulers heard this, and understood 
that Abner was come over to those sentiments about the 
public affairs which they were of before, they changed their 
measures, and came in to David. ^Vhen these men had 
agreed to Abner^s proposal, he called together the tribe of 
Benjamin, for all of that tribe were the guards of Ishbosheth'^s 
body, and he spake to them to the same purpose. And when 
he saw that they did not in the least oppose what he said, 
but resigned themselves up to his opinion, he took about 
twenty of his friends, and came to David, in order to receive 
himself security upon oath from him ; for we may justly 
esteem those things to be firmer which every one of us ao 
by ourselves, than those which we do by another. He also 
gave him an account of what he had s^ud to the rulers, and 
to the whole tribe of Benjamin. And when David had re- 
ceived him in a courteous manner, and had treated him with 
great hospitality for many days, Abner, when he was dis- 
missed, desired him to permit him to bring the multitude 
with him, that he might deliver up the govemnleut to him, 
when David himself was present, and a spectator of what 
was done. 

5. When David had sent Abner away, Joab, the ^neral 
of his army, came immediately to Hebron ; and when he had 
understood that Abner had been with David, and had parted 
with him a little before under leagues and agreements that 
the government should be delivered up to David, he feared 
lest David should place Abner, who had assisted him to gain 
the kingdom, in the first rank of dignity, especially since he 
was a shrewd man in other respects, in understanding affairs, 
and in managing them artfully as proper seasons should re- 
quire, and that he should himself be put lower, and be dc 
prived of the command of the army ; so he took a knavish 
and a wicked course. In the first place, he endeavoured to 
calumniate Abner to the king, exhorting him to have a care 



CHAP. I. ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 399 

of bhn, and not to give attention to what he had engag^ to 
do for him, because all he did tended to confirm the govern- 
ment to SauFs son ; that he came to him deceitfully, and with 
guile, and was gone away in hopes of gaining his purpose by 
this management. But when he could not thus persuade 
David, nor saw him at all exasperated, he betook himself to 
a project bolder than the former. He determined to kill 
Abner ; and in order thereto he sent some messengers after 
him, to whom he gave in charge, that when they should over- 
take him, they should recall him in David's name, and tell 
him, that he had somewhat to say to him about his affairs, 
which he bad not remembered to speak of when hd was with 
him. Now when Abner heard what the messengers said, 
[for they overtook him in a certain place called Besira^ 
which was distant from Hebron twenty furlongs,] he sus- 
pected none of the mischief which was befalling nim, and 
came back. Hereupon Joab met him in the gate, and re- 
ceived him in the kindest manner, as if he were Abner'^s moat 
benevolent ac({uaintance and friend ; for such as undertake 
the vilest actions, in order to prevent the suspicion of any 
private mischief intended, do frequently make th^ greatest 
pretences to what really good men sincerely do. So he took 
nim aside from his own rollowers, as if he would speak with 
him in private, and brought him into a void place of the gate, 
having himself nobody with him but his brother Abisbai ; 
then he drew his sword, and smote him in the groin ; upon . 
which Abner died by this treachery of Joab\ which, as he 
said himself, was in way of punishment for his brother Asahel, 
whom Abner smote and slew as he was pursuing after him 
in the battle of Hebron, but as the truth was, out of fear of 
his losing his a)mmand of the army, and his dignity with the 
king, and lest he should be deprived of those advantages, and 
Abner should obtain the first rank in David's court. By 
these examples any one may learn, how many and how great 
instances of wickedness men will venture upon for the sake 
of getting money and authority, and that they may not fail of 
cither of them ; for as, when they are desirous of obtaining 
the same, they acquire them by ten thousand evil practices; 
so, when they are afraid of losing them, they get them con- 
firmed to them by practices much worse than tne former, as 
if [no] other calamity so terrible could befall them as th^ 
failure of acquiring so exalted an authority, and when they 
have acquired it, and by long custom found the sweetness of 
it, the losing it again ; and since this last would be the heaviest 
of all afflictions, they all of them contrive and venture upon 
the most difficult actions, out of the fear of losing the same. 
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But let it suflSoe that I have made these short reflecdona upoD 
that subject 

6. When David heard that Abner wa^ slain, it grieved his 
soul ; and he called all men to witness, with stretching out 
his hands to God, and crying out, that he was not a partaker 
in the murder of Abner, and that his death was not procured 
by his command or approbaticm. He also wished the heaviest 
curses might light upon him that slew him, and upon his 
whole house ; and he devoted those that had assisted him in 
this murder to the same penalties on its account ; for he took 
care not to appear to have had any hand in this murder, con^ 
tnary to the assurances he had given, and the oaths he bad 
taken to Abner. However, he commanded all the people to 
weep and lament this man, and to honour his dead body with 
the usual solemnities ; that is, by rending their garments^ and 
putting on sackcloth, and that this should be the habit in 
which they should go before the bier ; after which he £ol^ 
lowed it hunself, with the elders, and those that were rulers, 
lamenting Abner, and by his tears demonstrating his good 
will to lum while he was alive, and his sorrow for him now 
he was dead, and that he was not taken off with his consent. 
So he buried him at Hebron in a magnificient manner, and 
indited funeral elegies for him : he also stood first over the 
monument weeping, and caused others to do the same : nay, 
so deeply did the death of Abner disorder him, that his com- 
puiions could by no means force him to take any food, but 
ne affirmed with an oath that he would taste nothing till the 
sun was sec This procedure gained him the good will of 
the multitude ; for such as had an affection for Abner were 
mightily satisfied with tlie respect he paid him when he was 
dead, and the obser\'ation of that faith he had plighted to him, 
whicli was showed in his vouchsafing him all the usual cere- 
monies, as if he had been his kinsman and his friend, and not 
suffering him to be neglected and injured with a dishonourable 
burial, as if he had been his enemy ; insomuch that the entire 
nation rejoiced at the king^s gentleness and mildness of dis- 
position, every one being ready to suppose that the king would 
have taken the same care of them in tlic like circumstances, 
which they saw he showed in Uie burial of the dead body of 
Abner. And indeed David principally intended to gain a 
good reputation ; and therefore he took care to do what was 
proper in this cose, whence none hod any suspicion that he 
was the author of Abner^s death. He also said this to the 
multitude, that ^^ he was greatly troubled at the death of so 
good a man, and that the affairs of the Hebrews had suitercd 
great detriment by being deprived of him, who was of so 
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abilities to preserve them by his excellent advice, and 
the strength ot his hands in war. But he added, that God, 
M> hath a regard to all men^s actions, will not suffer this 
man [ Joab] to go off unrevenged ; but know ye, that I am 
mat able to do any thing to these sons of Zeruiah, Joab and 
Abishai, who have more power than I have, but Grod will le- 
quite their insolent attempts upon their own heads.^ And 
mis was the fatal conclusion of the life of Abner. 
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CHAP. 11. 



TTuii upon the Slaughter of Ishbosheth^ by the Treachery of 
his Friendsj Savid received tite whole Kiiigdom, 

8 1. When Ishbosheth, the son of Saul, had heard of the 
death of Abner, he took it to heart, to be deprived of a man 
that was of his kindred, and had indeed given him the king- 
dom, but was greatly «dHicted, and Abner^s death very muoi 
tnmbled him ; nor did he himself outlive any long time, but 
was treacherously set upon by the sons of Bunmon, (Baanah 
and Rechab were their names,) and was slain by them ; for 
these being of a family of the Benjamites, and of the first 
rank among them, thought that, if they should slay Ishbosheth, 
they should obtain large presents from David, and be made 
oommanders by him, (h-, however, should have some other 
trust committed to them. So when they once found him 
alone, and asleep at noon, in an * upper room, when none of 
his guards were there, and when tlie woman that kept the 
door was not watching, but was fallen asleep also, partly on 
account of the labour she had undergone, and partly on ac* 
count of the heat of the day, these men went into the room 
in which Ishbosheth, Saul s son, lay asleep, and slew him : 
they also cut off his head ; and took their joumejr all that 
n^ht, and the next day, as supposing themselves flying away 
from those they had injured, to one that would accept of this 
action as a favour, and would afford them security. So they, 
came to Hebron, and showed David the head of Ishbosheth, 
and presented themselves to him as his welUwishers, and 
such as had killed one that was his enemy and antagonist 
Yet David did not relish what they had done as they ex- 
pected, but said to them, <' You vile wretches, you shall im- 
mediately receive the punishment you deserve. Did not 
you know what vengeance I executed on him that murdered 
Saul, and brought me his crown of gold, and this while he 
who made this slaughter did it as a favour to him, that he 
might not be caught by his enemies ? Or do you imagine 
that I am altered in my disposition, and suppose that I am 
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not the same man I then was, but am pleased with men that 
are wicked doers, and esteem your vile actions, when you 
are beoorae murderers of your masters, as grateful to me, 
when YOU have slain a righteous man upon his bed, who 
never did evil to any body, and treated you with great good 
will and respect ? Wherefore you shall sufler tne punish, 
ment due on his account, and the vengeance t ought to inflict 
upon you for killing Ishbosheth, and for supposing that I 
should take his death kindly at your hands ; for ^ou could 
not lay a greater blot on my honour than by makmg such a 
suppo«al.^ When David had said this, he tormented them 
with all sorts of torments, and tlien put them to death ; and 
he bestowed all accustomed rites on the burial of the head of 
Ishbosheth, and laid it in the grave of Abner. 

S. When these things were brought to this conclusion, all 
the principal men of the Hebrew people came to David to 
Hebron, with the heads of thousands, and other rulers, and 
delivered themselves up to him, putting him in mind of the 
good will they had borne to him in SauPs lifetime, and the 
respect they then had not ceased to pay him when he was 
captain of a thousand, as also that he was chosen of God by 
Samuel the prophet,* he and his sons; and declaring besides, 
how Grod had given him power to save the land of die He- 
brews, and to overcome the Philistines. Whereupon he re- 
ceived kindly this their alacrity on his account ; and exhorted 
them to continue in it, for that they should have no reason to 
repent of being thus disposed to him. So when he had 
feasted them, and treated them kindly, he sent them out to 
bring all the people to him ; upon which there came to him 
about rix thousand and eight hundred armed men of the tribe 
of Judah, who bare shields and spears for their weapons, for 
these had [till now] continued with Saul^s son, when the rest 
of the tribe of Judah had ordiuned David for their king. 
There came also seven thousand and one hundred out of the 
tribe of Simeon. Out of the tribe of Levi came four thou- 
, sand and seven hundred, having Jehoiada for their leader. 
After these came Zadok the high-priest, with twenty-two 
captains of his kindred. Out of the tribe of Benjamm the 
armed men were four thousand, but the rest of the tribe con- 
tinned, still expecting that some one of the house of Saul 
should reign over them. Those of the tribe of Ephraim were 
twenty thousand and eight hundred, and these mighty men of 
valour, and eminent for their strength. Out of the half-tribe 

* This nuy be a true obsenration of Joaephus, that Samuel, by command from 
Crod, entailed the crown on David and his posterity, for no fartlier did that en- 
tail ever reach, Solomon hhntdf having never had any promise made htm that 
his posterity should always have the right to it. 
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of Manasseh came eighteen thousand, of the most potent men. 
Out of the tribe of Issachar came two hundred* who fore^ 
knew what was to come hereafter, but of armed men twentj 
thousand. Of the tribe of Zebulon fifty thousand chooen 
men. This was the only tribe that came universally in to 
David, and all these had the same weapons with the tribe of 
Gad. Out of the tribe of Naphthali tne ^ninent men and 
rulers were one thousand, whose weapons were Jihields and 
spears, and the tribe itself followed after, being (in a manner) 
innumerable [thirty-seven thou&and.] Out of the tribe of 
Dan there were of chosen- men twenty-seven thou^nd and 
six hundred. Out of the tribe of Asher were forty thousand. 
Out of the two tribes that were beyond Jordan and the rest 
of the tribe of Manasseh, such as used shields, and spears, 
and head-pieces, and swcnrds, were an hundred and twenty 
thousand. The rest of the tribes also made use of swords. 
This multitude came together to Hebron to David with a 
great quantity of com and witie, and all other sorts of food, 
and established David in his kingdom with one consent. And 
when the people had rgcnced for three days in Hebron, Dar. 
tid and all the people removed and came to Jerusalem. 



CHAP. III. 

Haw David laid Siege to JeruaaUm ; and when he had talcen 
the Cihf^ he cast the 'Cafiuumites otU of it, and brought in 
the Jews to inhabit therein, 

§ 1. Now the Jebusites, who were the inhabitants of Jeri^ 
salem, and were by extraction Canaanites, shut their rates, 
and placed the blind and the lame, and all their maimed per- 
sons, upon the wall, in way of derision of the king ; and saidf 
that the very lame themselves would hinder his entrance into 
it. This they did out of contempt of his power, and as de- 
penctin^ on the strength of their walls. David was hereby 
enragea, and began the siege of Jerusalem, and employed his 
utmost diligence and alacrity therein, as intending by the tak- 
ing of this place to demonstrate his power, and to intimidate 
all others that might be of the like [evil] disposition towards 
him. So he took the lower city by force, but the citadel f 

" These wordi of Josephus conoeraing the tribe of Inaduur, '* who foreknew 
what wu to come heredler,** are best psniphrased by the ptnllel text, I Chron. 
xil, 32, *'*' Who had understanding o^ the times, to know what Israel ought to 
do ;** that is. Who had so mudi Imowled^ge in astronomy as to make calendin 
for the Israelites, that they might keep their festivals, and plough and sow, and 
gather in their harvests and vintage in due season. 

-f- Mliat our other copies sav S[ Mount Sion, as alone properly called the H/// 
of David f 2 Sam. v, 6-9, and of this its siege and conquest now by David, Jo- 
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held out Still ; whence it vfbb that the king, knowing that the 
profiosal of dignities and rewards would encourage the sol- 
dien to great actions, promised that he who should first go 
over the ditches that were beneath the citadel, and should as- 
cend to the dtadel itself and take it, should have the com- 
mand of the entire people conferred upon him. So they all 
wane ambitious to ascend, and thought no pains too great, in 
order to ascend thither, out of their desire of the chief com- 
iMmd. However, Joabj the son of Zeruiah, prevented the 
rest ; and as soon as he was got up to the ci^d^ cried out 
to the king, and claimed the cnief command. 

fL When David had cast the Jebu^rtes out of the citadel, 
he also rebuilt Jerusalem, and named it The Ciig ^ David^ 
and abode there all the time of his reign. But for the tkne 
that he reigned over the tribe of Judah only in Hebron, it 
was seven years and six mcxiths. Now when he had chosen 
Jerasalem to be his royal city, his a£Pairs did more and more 
prosper, by the providence of Grod, who took care that they 
should improve and be augmented. Hiram also, the king of 
the Tjrrians, sent ambassadors to him, and made a league of 
mutual friendship and assistance with faxm. He also sent him 
presents, cedar trees, and mechanics, and men skilful in build- 
mg and architecture, that they might build him a royal palace 
at Jerusalem. Now David made buildings round about the 
lower city : he also joined the citadel to it, and made it one 
body ; and when he had encompassed all with walls, he ap- 
pointed Joab to take care of them. It was David, therefore, 
who first cast the Jebusites out of Jerusalem, and called it by 
his own name. The City of David: for under our forefather 
Abraham it was called [Salem or] Sclyma;* but after that 



tpplies to the whole city Jenisalem^ though including th« citadel also : by 
what Authimty we do not now know ; perhaps after David had united them toge- 
ther, or joined the citadel to the lower city, ai sect 2, Josephus esteemed them ai 
ooe dty. However, this notion seems to be cionfirmed by what the same Jose* 
phot says vmeeming ]>Bvid*s Bndmany other kings of Jiidah*s sepulchxes, yhidi, 
as |he aiiithors of the books of Kings and Chronicles say, were in the ri#y 4j^-^* 
rtf, so does Josephus still say they were in Jerusalem. The sepulchre of David 
seems to have been also a known place in the several days of Hyroonus, of He- 
fid, and of St. Peter, Antiq. B. xiii, ch. viii, sect. 4( B. xvi, ch. vii, sect i, vol. 
iij; Acts ii, 29. Now no such royal sqnilchres have been found about Moant 
Sion, but are found dose by the north wall of Jerusalem, which I suspect, there- 
ftre, to be these very sepulchres. See the note on chap, xv, sect. 3^ In the 
meantime, Josephus*s explication of the lame^ and the blittd, and the maimed^ as 
set to keep this dty or dtadd, seems to be the truth, and gives the' best light to 
that history in our Bible. 3Ir. Ottius truly observes, app. Havercamp. p. 305, 
that Josephus never mentions Mount Sion by that name, as taking it up ibr an 
appdlative, as I suppose, and not for a proper name : he still dther styles it the 
citadel^ or the upper city ; nor do I see any reason for Mr. Ottius*s evil luspidofis 
about this procedure o{ Josephus's. 

* Some copies of Josephus have here Solyma or Soltm^ and others Hieros<tiy' 
via or JrruMlem, The latter best agree to what Josephus says elsewhere, Of 
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time some say that Hcmier mentions it by that name of So- 
lynB [[for ae named the Cemjde Soljrma, aooording to the 
Hebrew language, which denotes security.]] Now the whde 
time ftom tne warfare uilder Jodiua our general agunst the 
Canaanites, and from that war in which he overcame thera, 
and distributed the land among the Hebrews, (nor could the 
Israelites ever cast the Canaanites out of Jerusalem until this 
time, when David took it by siege,) this whole time was five 
hundred and fifteen years. 

8. I shall now make mention of Araunah, who was m 
wealthy man among the Jebusites, but was not slain by 
David in the seige of Jerusalem, because of the good will he 
bore to the Hebrews, and a partacular benignity and affection 
which he had to the king himself, which I shall take a mait 
seasonable oppcnrtunity to speak of a little afterwards. Now 
David married other wives over i^nd above those which he had 
before: he had also concubines. The sons which he had 
were in number eleven, whose names were Amnon, Emnos, 
Eban, Nathan, Solomon, Jeban, Elien, Phalna, Ennaphen^ 
Janae, Eliphale, and a daughter, Tamar. Nine of these were 
bom of legitimate wives, but the two last named of concu- 
bines ; and Tamar had the same mother with Absalom. 



CHAP. IV. 

Thai when David had conquered tlie Philistines^ who made 
War against him at Jerusalem^ he removed the Ark to 
JerusMem^ and had a mind to build a Temple. 

1. When the PhiUstines understood that David was made 
:ing of the Hebrews, they made war against him at Jeru. 
salem ; and when they had seized upon that valley which is 
called the valley of the GianiSj and is a place not far from 
the city, they pitched their camp therein. Eut the king of 
the Jews, who never permitted himself to do any thing with- 
out prophecy and the command of God, and without -d^ 
pending on him as security for the time to come, bade the 

the W«r, B. vi, ch. x, voL iv, that this city was called Solyma or Salem before 
the days of Mdchisedec, but was by him called Ifirrosoiyma or Jertualem. I 
rather suppose it to have been so adled after Abraham lad received that orade 
Jehovah Jireh, ^* The Lord will see or provide," Gen. xxii, 14. The latter 
word Jireh^ with a little alteratioo, prefixed to the old name Salem^ PeacCy will 
be JeruMoJem, And since that expression^ *' Qod will see^'* or rather, '^ God 
will provide himself a lamb for a bumt-ofiering,** verses 8, 14, is there said to 
have been proverbial till the days of Moms, this seems to me the most probable 
derivatioa of that name, which will then denote, that '^ Ood will provide peace 
by that Lamb of God, which was to take away the sins of the world.** How- 
ever, that which is put into double brackets can hardly be supposed the geouine 
words of Joeephus, as Dr. Hudson well judges. 
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bigh-priest to forelel ^to liim what was the will of God, and 
what would be the event of this battle. ^ And when he lore- 
told that he should gain the victory and the dominion, be 
led out his army against the Philistines ; and when the battle 
waft jcHned, he came himself behind, and fell upon the enemy 
en the sudden, and slew some of them, and put the rest to 
flight. And let no one suppose that it was a small army of 
the Philistines that came against the Hebrews, as guessing so 
from the suddenness of their defeat, and from their having 
performed no great action, or that was worth recording, from 
the slowness of their march, and want of courage ; but let 
bim know that all Syria and Phoenicia, with many other na- 
tions besides them, and those warlike nations also, came to 
their assistance, and had a share in this war. Which thing 
was the only cause why, when they' had been so often con- 

auered, and had lost so many ten thousands of their men, 
ley still came upon the Hebrews with greater armies ; nay, 
indeed, when they had so often, failed of their puipose m 
these battles, they came upon David with an army three 
times as numerous as before, and pitched their camp on the 
same spot of ground as before. The king of Israel, there- 
fore, inquired of God again concerning the event of the 
battle; and the high-priest prophesied to nim, that he should 
keep his army in the groves, called the Groves of Weepings 
which were not far from the enemy^s camp, and that he 
should not move, nor begin to fight, till the trees of the 
grove should be in motion without the winds blowing ; but 
as soon as these trees moved, and the time foretold him by 
God was come, he should, without delay, go out to gain 
what was an already prepared and evident victory ; for the 
several ranks of the enemy^s army did not sustain him, but 
retreated at the first onset, whom he closely followed, and 
slew them as he went along, and pursued them to the city 
Gaza, (which is the limit of their country ;) after this, he 
spoiled their camp, in which he found great riches ; and he 
destroyed theii* gods. 

2. When this had proved the event of the battle, David 
thought it proper, upon a consultation with the elders and 
rulers, and captains of thousands, to send for those that were 
in the flower of their age out of all his countrymen, and out 

* It deserves here to be remarked, that Saul very rarely, and David very fre- 
quently, consulted Ood by Urim ; and that David aimed always to depend, not 
on lus own prudence or abilities, but on the divine direction, contrary to 8aur» 
pnetice. See sect. 2, and the note on Antiq. B. iii, ch. viii, secL 9. And when 
Saurs daughter, (but David*s wife,) Miehai, laughed at David*s dancing before 
^ ark, 8 Sam. vi, 16, &c and h«re, sect 1, 2, 3, it is probable she did so, be- 
CMne her father Saul did not use to pay sudi regard to that ark, to the Urim 
ihtre inquired by, or to Gk)d*8 worship before it, and because she thought H be- 
BCkh the dignity of a king to be so religious. 



CHAF. IV. ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 8S7 

dp the whole land, and withal for the priests and the Levites, 
in order to their goin^ to Kiijathjearini, to bring up the ark 
of God out of that city, and to carry it to Jerusaleni, and ' 
there to keep it, and offer before it those sacrifices and those 
other honours with which Grod used to be well pleased ; for 
had they done thus iu the reign of Saul, they had not under- 
gone any great misfortunes at all. So, when the whole body 
of the people were come together, as they had resolved to 
do, the king came to the ark, which the priests brought out 
of the house of Aminidab, and laid it upon a new cart, and 
permitted their brethren and their children to draw it, toge- 
ther with the oxen. Before it went the king, and the whole 
multitude of the people with him, singing hymns to Grod, 
and making use oi all sorts of songs usual among them, with 
variety of the sounds of musical instruments, and with dan- 
cing and singing of |)6alm8, as also with the sounds of trum- 
E^ts and of cymbals, and so brought the ark to Jerusalem, 
ut as they were come tb the thrashmg-floor of Chidon, a place 
so called, Uzzah* was slain by the anger of God : for as the 
oxen shook the ark, he stretched out his hand, and would needs 
take hold of it. Now, because he was not a priest, and yet 
touched the ark, Goiid struck him dead. Hereupon both the 
kinc and the people were displeased at the death of Uzzah ; 
ana the place where he died is still called the Breach of Uz-^ 
mh unto this day. So David was afraid ; and supposing that 
if he received the ark to himself into the city, he might suiFer 
in the like manner as Uzzah had suffered, who, upon his bare 
putting out his hand to the ark, died in the manner already 
mentioned, he did not receive it to himself into the city, but 
he took it aside unto a certain place belonging to a righteous 
man, whose name was Obededom^ who was by his family a 
Levite, and deposited the ark with him, and it remained there 
three entire months : this augmented the house of Obededom, 
and conferred many blessings upon it. And when the king 
heard what had befallen O^edom, how he was beoome of a 
poor man, in a low estate, exceeding happy, and the object 
of envy to all those that saw or inquired after his house, he 
took courage ; and hoping that he should meet with no mis- 
fortune thereby, he transferred the ark to his own house, 

* JosephuB seems to be psrtlv in the right, when he observes here, that Uz- 
zah was no priest, (though peifa^ he might be a Levite,) and was therefore 
struck dead for touching Uie ark, contiaiy to the law, and for which profime 
rashness death was the penalty by that law, Numb, iv, 15, 20. See the like 
before, Antiq. B. vi, ch. i, sect. 4. It is not improbable that the putting tlus 
ark in a cart, when it ought to have been carried by the priesu or Lcvites, as it 
was present]^ here in Josephus so carried ftom Obededom^s house to David's, 
might be also an tttf^^r^ of the anger on Ood on that breach of his law. See 
Numb, iv, 15 ; 1 Chron. zv, 13. 

VOL. I. Z 



338 ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. BOOK VU. 

the priests carrying it, while seven companies of singers, who 
were set in that order by the Icing, went before it, and while 
he himself played upon the harp, and joined in the music, 
insomuch that when his wife Micbal, the daughter of Saul, 
who was our first king, saw bun so dcnng, siie laughed at 
him. But when they had bniu^ht in the ark, they placed 
it under the tabernacle which David had pitched for it, and 
he offered costly sacrifices and peace^fferings, and treated 
the whole multitude, and dealt both to the women and the 
meq, .and the infants, a loaf of bread and a cake, and another 
cake baked in a pan, with a portion of the sacrifice. So 
when he had thus feasted the people, he sent them away, 
and he himself returned to his own house. 

3. But when Michal his wife, the daughter of Saul, came 
and stood by him, she wished him all other happiness ; and 
entreated that whatsoever he should farther ciesire, to the 
utmost possibility, might be given him by God, and that 
he might be favourable to him ; yet did she blame him, that 
so great a king as he was should dance after an unseemly 
manner, and in his danc'mg uncover himself among the ser- 
vants and the handmaidens. But he replied, *<^ That he was 
not ashamed to do what was acceptable to Grod, who had 

E referred him before her father, and before all others ; that 
e would play frequently, and dance, without any r^^rd to 
what the handmaidens and she herself thought of it.*^ So 
this Michal, who was David's wife, had no children : how- 
ever, when she was afterward married to him to whom Saul 
her father had given her, (for at this time David had taken 
her away from him, and had her himself,) she bare five 
children. But concerning those matters I shall discourse in 
a proper place. 

4. Now, when the king saw that his affairs grew better 
almost every day, by the will of God, he thought he should 
offend him, if, while he himself continued in houses nuide 
of cedar, such as were of a great height, and had the most 
curious works of architecture in them, he should overlook 
the ark while it was laid in a tabernacle ; and was desirous 
to build a temple to God, as Moses* had predicted such a 
temple should be built. And when he bad discoursed vrith 



* Josephus here iofonxu us, that, according to his understanding of the 
of his copy of the Pentateuch, Moftcs had himself foretold the buOding of die 
temple, which yet is nowhere that I know of in our present copies. And that 
thia ia not a mistake set down by him unwarily, appears by what he obseryed be- 
fore, Antiq. B. iv, ch. viii, sect 46, how Moses foretold, that upon the Jews* fb* 
ture disobedience their temple should be burnt and rebuilt, and that not once only, 
but several times afterward. See also Josephus*s mention of Ood*9 fbnner com- 
mands to build such a temple presently, ch. xiv, sect. 2, oontraiy to our otbo 
copies, or at least to oar translation of the Hebrew, 2 San, Tii, 6, 7 ; 1 Chrai. 
xvii, 5, 6. 
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Nathan the prophet about these things, and been encouraged 
by him to do whatsoever he had a mind to do, as having^&xl 
with him, and his helper in all things, he was thereupon the 
more ready to set about that building. Bat God appeared to 
Nathan that very night, and commanded him to say to Da- 
vid,* that ^^ He took his purpose and his desires kinaly, since 
nobody had before now taken it into their head to build him 
a temple, although upon his having such a notion he would 
not permit him to build him that temple, because he had made 
many wars, and was defiled with the slaughter of his enemies ; 
that, however, after his death, in his old age, and when he 
had lived a long life, there should be a temple built by a son 
of his, who should take the kingdom after him, and should 
be called Sokmum^ whom he promised to provide for, as a 
father provides for his son, by preserving the kingdom for his 
son'*s posterity, and delivering it to them, but that he would 
still punish him if he sinned, with diseases and barrenness of 
laud.^ When David understood this from the prophet, and 
was overjoyful at this knowledge of the sure continuance of 
the dominion to his posterity, and that his house should be 
splendid and very famous, he came to the ark, and fell down 
on his face, and began to adore Crod, and to return thanks to 
him for all his benefits, as well for those that he had already 
bestowed upon him, in raising him from a low state, and 
from the employment of a shepherd, to so great dignity of 
dominion and glory, as for those also which he had promised 
to his posterity ; and besides, for that providence which he 
had exercised over the Hebrews in procuring them the liber- 
ty they enjoyed : and when he had said thus, and had simg 
an hymn of praise to God^ he went his way. 
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CHAP. V. 



How David brought wider tJie PhUlsiineSy and the MoaMtes, 
and the Kings of Sophcne^ and of Damascus^ and of the 
Syrians^ as also the Idumeans^ in War; and how he 
made a League witli the Kinff of Hamath ; and was 
mimlful of me Friendship thai Jonathan the San of Saul 
had borne to him. 

§ 1 . A LITTLE while after this he considered that he ought 
to make war against the Philistines, and not to see any idle- 
ness or laziness permitted in his management, that so it might 

• JosephuB seems, in this place, with our modern interpreters, to oonfoimd the 
two distinct predictions which God msde to David and to Nathan, concerning the 
buiUing him a temple by one of Dayid*s posterity, the one belonging to Solomon, 
the otlier to the Alesaiah ; tlie dittinction between which is of the greatest comw. 
nuencc to the Christian religion. 

z2 
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prove, as God had foreleg to him, ihat when he had OTer- 
throwa his enemies, he should kave his poGtcritj to ragn in 
peace afterward. So he called together his anny again, and 
when he had chai^^ tliem to be ready and prepared for 
war, and when be thought that all tlungs in his annj were 
in a good state, he removed from Jeruaalem, and came against 
the Philistines ; and when he had o v e rcome them in battle, 
and had cut off a great part of their country, and adjoined 
it to the country of the Hebrews, he transfeired the war to 
the Moabites ; and when he had overcome two parts of their 
army in battle, he look the remaining part captive, and im- 
poied tribute upon them, to be paid annuaUv- He thai 
made war against Hadadeaer, the son of B^iob, king of 
Sophene ; and when he had joined battle with him at the 
river Euphrates, he destroyed twenU* thousand of his foot- 
men, atKl about seven thousand of his horsemen. He also 
took a thousand of his chariots, and destroyed the greatest 
part of them, and ordered that no more than one hundred^ 
should bekmL 

S. Now wnen Hadadi-f ^^^^ ^ Damascus and of Syria, 
heard that David fought agamst Hadadexer, irfm was Us 
friend, he came to bis asristance with a powerful army, in 
hopes to rescue him ; and when he had leaned battle with 
David at the river Euphrates, be failed of his purpose, and 
lost in the battle a great number of Lis soldiers; for there 
were slain of the army of Hadad twenty thousand, and all 
the rest fled. Nicolaus also [of Damascus] makes mention 
of this king in the fourth book of his histories ; where he 
neaks thus : " A great while after these things had hai^iened, 
there was one of that country, whose name was Hadad^ who 
was become ven^- potent : he reigned over Damascus and the 
other parts of Syria, excepting Phoenicia. He made war 
against David, tKe king of Judea, and tried his fortune in 
many batdes, and particularly m the last batde at Euphrates, 
wherein he was beaten. He seemed to have been tne most 




V% Rserring otlj ooe himdrad cfatriols for himself ouC of one 

he had taken from HadadJescr, vaa man piobablj dooe in oomplianGe vilh die 
law of Moao, which forbade a king of Imel to mmitipfy horaeg to MnmjT, 
Dent. zviL, 16, one of the pri n cipal uics of hones in Jadea ai that time hei^for 
drawing their chariots. See Jos. xii, 6, and Antiq. R. t, chap, i, wtCL IS, 
foL L 

t It docnrca here to be remarked, that thb HaJai, being a jtxj gnat kiif, 
waa eiRMpiacdbj Darid, whose posterity jet, for sereral geaeratiooa, woe caDed 
Bemhadad^ or Ae «<m o/ /faded, tiH die days of Hand, whose son Adtr m 
Ader is also in oar Hebrew copy, 2 King» xiii, 24^ written Bemkadmd^ \m m 
Josepbus Adad or Adar, And strange it is, that the son of Haxnd, said to be 
such in the same text, and m Joicphns, Antiq. R. ix, du Tiii, acct. T, dwaU 
nm be caDed the mm, of Hadad. I wauld, therefore, here contct an Hebrew 
copy from Joiephiis'a, vbidi teems to hare the irae takBi«. 
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excellent of all their kii^ in strength and manhood.'" Nay, 
besides this, be says of his posterity, that after his death 
they succeeded one another in his kingdom and in his name^ 
where he thus speaks : ^* When Hadad was dead, his posterity 
reigned for ten generations, each of his successors rcceivinff 
from his father that his dominion, and this his name ; as did 
the Ptolemies in Egypt- But the third was the most power, 
ful of them all, and was willing to avenge the defeat his 
forefather had received : so He made an expedition against 
the Jews, and laid waste the city which' is now called Sanuu 
tUl^ Nor did he err from the truth : for this is that Hadad 
who made the expedition against Samaria, in the reign of 
Ahab, king of Israel ; concerning whom we shall speak in 
due place hereafter. 

3. Now when David had made an expedition against Da. 
niascus and the other parts of Syria, and had brought it all 
into subjection, and had placed garrisons in the country, and 
appointed that they should pay tribute, be returned home. 
He also dedicated to God at Jerusalem the golden quivers, 
the entire armour which the guards of Hadad used to wear, 
which Shishak the king of Egypt took away when he fought 
with David's grandson RehobKNun, with a great deal of other 
wealth which he carried out of Jerusalem. However, these 
things will come to be explained in their proper places here- 
after. Now, as for the king of the Hebrews, he was assisted 
by God, who gave him great success in his wars ; and he 
made an expedition against the best cities of Hadadezer, 
Betah and Machon; so he took them by force, and laid 
them waste. Therein was found a very great (quantity of 
gold and niver, berides that sort of brass which is ^d to be 
more valuable than gold ; of which brass Solomon made 
that large vessel which was called the [brazen] sea, and those 
most curious iavers, when he built the temple for God. 

4. But when the king of Hamath was informed of the ill 
success of Hadadezer, and bad heard of the ruin of his army, 
he was afraid on his own account, and resolved to make a 
league of friendship and fidelity with David before he should 
come against him ; so he sent to him his son Joram, and 
professed that he owed him thanks for his fighting against 
Hadadezer, who was his enemy, and made a league with him 
of mutual assistance and friendship. He also sent him pre- 
sents, vessds of ancient workmanship, both of gold, of silver, 
and of brass. So when David had made this league of mu- 
tual assistance with Toi, (for that was the name of the king 
of Hamath,) and had received the presents he sent him, he 
dismissed his son with that respect which was due on both 
!>ides. But then David brought those presents that were sent 
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by lum, as also the rest of the gold and silver ivhidi he had 
taken of the cities whom he had conquered, and dedicated 
them to God. Nor did God give victory and auooess to him 
only when he went to the battle himself, and led his own 
army, but he gave victory to Abishd, ibe brother of Joab, 
general of his forces, over the Idumeans^* and by him to 
David, when he sent him with an army into Idumea; {or 
Abishai destroyed eighteen thousand of them in the battle ; 
whereupon the king [of Israel] placed garrisons through all 
Idumea, and receivea the tribute of the country, and ci every 
bead among them^ Now David was in his nature just, and 
made his determination with regard to truth. He had for the 
general of his whole army Joab ; and he made Jehoshaphat, 
the son of Ahilud, recorder. He also appointed Zadok, of 
the family of Fhineas, to be high-priest, together with Abi- 
athar, for he was his friend. He also made Seisan the scribe ; 
and committed the command over the guards of his body to 
Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada. His elder sons were near hia 
body, and had the care of it also. 

5. . He also called to mind the covenants and the oaths he 
had made with Jonathan, the son of Saul, and the friendship 
and affection Jonathan bad for him; for besides all the rest 
of his excellent qualities with which he was endowed, he 
was also exceeding mindful of such as had at other times be- 
stowed benefits upon him. He therefore gave order that in- 
quiry should be made, whether any of Jonathan's lineage 
were living, to whom he might make return of that familiar 
acquaintance which Jonathan had had with him, and for 
which he was still debtor. And when one- of Saul''s freed- 
men was brought to him, who was acquainted with those of 
his family that were still living, he asked him, ^' Whether he 
could tell him of any one belonging to Jonathan that was 
now alive, and capable of a requital of the benefits which he 
had. received from Jonathan?^ And when he said, << That 
a son of his was remaining, whose name was Mepbibosieih, 
but that he was lame of his feet ; for that when his nurse 
heard that tlie father and grandfather of the child were fallen 
in the battle, she snatched him up, and fled away, and let 
him fall from her shoulders, and his feet were lamed.*" So 
when he had learned where, and by tvhom he was brought 

* By this great victory crrer the Idatnelms or Edontilet, the posterity of Ems, 
and by the coDsequeot tribute paid by that natioD to the ilews, were (he profihA- 
cics delivered to Rebecca before Jacob and Esau were bom, (ind by old Isaac be- 
fore liis death, that the elder ^ Esau, or the Edomitcs, ghould save the younffcr^ 
Jacob, or the Israefites, and Jacob or the Ina^it^ should be ■ EsaQ^e, or the 
Edomiies, the Lord remarkably fulfilled, gee Afitiq. B. viii, du vii, aecL 6 ; 
Cien. ]Lxv, 23 ; and Ihe notes on Antiq. B. i, di. xviii, sect 5, 6, yoL i. 
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up, he sent messengers to Machir, to the city Lodebar, for 
with him was the son of Jonathan brought up, and &ent for 
him to come to him. So when Mephibosheth came to the 
king, he felL on his face and worshipped him ; but David ew-' 
couraged him, and bid him be of good cheer, and expect 
better times. So he gave him his father^s house, and all the 
estate which his grandfather Saul was in possession of, and 
bid him come and diet with him at his own table, and never 
to be absent one day from that table. And when the youth 
had worshipped him, oii account of his words, and gifts; 
given to him, he called for Ziba, and told him that he had 
given the youth his father'^s house and all SauPs estate. He 
also ordered that Ziba should cultivate his land, and take care 
of it, and bring him the profits of all to Jerusalem. Accord- 
ingly David brought him to his table every day ; and bestowed 
u{x>n the youth Ziba and his sons, who were in number fif. 
teen, and his servants, who were in number twenty. When 
the king had made these appointments, and Ziba had wor« 
shipped him, and promised to do all that he had bidden him, 
he went his way; so that this son of Jonathan dwelt at 
Jerusalem, and dieted at the king^s table, and had the same 
care that a son could claim taken of him. He also had him- 
self a son, wliom he named Micha, 
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GHAP. VI. 



How the War was waged against the Ammonites^ andliapplhf 

concluded. 

§ 1. These were the honours that such as were left of SauFs 
and Jonathan's lineage received from David. About this 
dme died Nahash, the king of the Ammonites, who was a 
friend of David's ; and wh^i his son had succeeded his fa- 
ther in the kingdom, David sent ambassadors to him to com- 
fort him, and exhorted him to take his father's death patiently, 
and to expect that he would continue the same kindness to 
himself which he had showed to his father. But the princes 
of the Ammonites took this message in evil part, and not as 
David's kind dispositions gave reason to tane it, and they 
excited the king to resent it ; and said, that David had sent 
men to spy out the country, and what strength it had, under 
the pretence of humanity and kindness. They farther ad- 
vised him to have a care, and not to give heed to David's 
words, lest he should be deluded by him, and so fall Into an 
inconsolable calamity. Accordingly Nahash's [son,] the king 
of the Ammonites, thought these princes spake what was 
more probable than the truth would admit, and so abused the 
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ambassadors after a very harsh manner; for he shaved the 
one-half of th^ beards, and cut off one-half of their car- 
mentfl, and sent hu answer not in words but in deeds. When 
the king of Israel saw this, he had indignation at it, and 
Aowed openly that he would not overlook this injuiious and 
eobtumehous treatment, but would make war with the Am. 
liionites, and wouU avenge this wicked treatment of his am- 
bassadors on their king. So that king^s intimate friends and 
cbmmandersy understanding that they had violated their 
league, and were liable to be punished for the same, made 
breparation for war ; they also sent a thousand talents to the 
Syrian king of Mesopotamia, and endeavoured to prevail 
with him to assist them for that pay, and Sbobach. Now 
these kings had twenty thousand footmen. They also hired 
the king of the country called Maacah, and a fourth king, by 
name IsMob, which last had twelve thousand armed men. 

%. But David was under no consternation at this confede> 
racy, nor at the forces of the Ammonites ; and putting his 
trust in God, because he was going to war in a just cause, 
on account of the injurious treatment be had met with, he 
immediately sent Joab, the captain of his host, against them, 
and gave him the flower of his army, who pitched his camp 
by Rabbah, the metropolis of the Ammomtes ; whereupon 
the enemy came out and set themselves in array, not ail of 
them together, but in two bodies ; for the auxiliaries were 
set in array in the plain by themselves, but the army of the 
Ammonites at the gates over against the Hebrews. When 
Joab saw this, he opposed one stratagem agiunst another, and 
chose out the most nardy part of his men, and set them in 
oppontion to the king of Syria, and the lungs that were with 
him, and gave the other part to his brother Abishai, add bid 
him set them in opposition to the Ammonites ; and said to 
hitn, that ^' in case he should see that the Syrians distressed 
him, and were too hard for him, he should order his troops 
to turn about and assist him C* and he said, that ^ he him- 
self would jdo the same to him, if he saw him in the like 
distress from the Ammonites.^ So he sent his brother before^ 
and encouraged him to do every thing courageously and with 
alacrity, which would teach them to be afraid of disgrace, and 
to fight manfully ; and so he dismissed him to fight with the 
Ammonites, while he feQ upon the Syrians. And though 
they made a strong opposition for a while, Joab slew many 
of them, but compelled the rest to betake themselves to flight ; 
which, when the Ammonites saw, and were withal afraid of 
Abishai and his armv^ they stayed no longer, but imitated 
their auxiliaries, and fled to the city. So Joab, when he 
had thus overcome the enemy, returned with great glory to 
Jerusalem to the king. 
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8. This defeat did not fltill induce the Ammonites to be 
quiet, nor to own those that were superior to them to be so, 
and be still ; but they sent to Chalaman, the king of the Sy- 
rians, beyond Euphrates, and hir^ him for an auxiliary. He 
had Shobach for the captain of his host, with eighty thousand 
footmen and ten thousand horsemen. Now, when the king 
of the Hebrews understood that the Ammonites had again 
gathered so great an army tosether, he determined to make 
war with them no longer by his generals, but he passed over 
the river Jordan himself with all his army ; and when he 
met them he joined battle with them, and overcame them, 
and slew forty thousand of theii' footmen and seven thousand 
of their horsemen. He also wounded Shobach, the general 
of Chalaman^s forces, who died of that stroke ; but the peo- 
pie of Mesopotamia, upon such a conclusion of the battle, 
delivered themselves up to David, and sent him presents^ 
who at winter-time returned to Jerusalem. But at the be- 
ginning of the spring he sent Joab, the captain of his host, 
to fight against the Ammonites, who overrun all their conn- 
try, and laid it waste, and shut them up in their metropolis 
Kabbah, and besieged them therein. 



CHAP. VII. 

Hew David JiU in Love with Bathahehay and slew Iter HuS' 
band Uriahyjbr which he is reproved hy Nathan. 

§ 1. But David fell now kito a very grievous sin, though he 
were otherwise naturally a righteous and a religious man, and 
one that firmly observed the laws of our fathers : for, when 
late in an evening he took a view round him from the roof 
of his royal palace, where he used to walk at that hour, he 
saw a woman washing herself in her own house : she was 
one of extraordinary beauW, and therein surpassed all other 
women; her name was iaihsheba. So he was overcome 
by that woman^s beauty, and was not able to restrain his de- 
^res, but sent for her and lay with her. Hereupon she con- 
ceived with child, and sent to the king, that he should con- 
trive some way for concealing her sin, (for, according to the 
laws of their fathers, she who had been gidlty of adultery 
ought to be put to death.) So the king sent for Joab^s ar- 
mour-bearer from the siege, who was the woman^s husband ; 
and his name was Uriah ; and when he was come, the king 
inquired of him about the army and about the siege; and 
when he had made answer, that all their affairs went accord- 
ing to their wishes, the king took some portions of meat frotn 
his supper, and gave them to him, and bade him go home to 
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his wife, and take his rest with her. Uriah did not do 8o, but 
slept near the king, with the rest of his armour-bcarers. 
When the king was informed of this, he asked him why he 
did not go home to his house and to his wife, after so Joog 
an absence, which is the natural custom of all men when 
they come from a long journey. He replied, that it 
was not right, while his fellow-soldiers and the general of 
the army slept upon the ground in the camp, and in an 
enemy'^s country, that he snould go and take his rest, and 
«olaoe himself with his wife. So when he had thus replied, 
the king ordered him to stay there that night, that he might 
dismiss him the next day to the general. So the king invited 
Uriah to supper, and after a cunning and dexterous manner 
plied him with drink at supper till he was thereby disordered ; 
yet did he nevertheless sleep at the king's gates, without 
any inclination to go to his wife. Upon this the king was 
very angry at him ; and wrote to Joab, and commanded him 
to punish Uriah, for he told him that he had offended him, 
and he suggested to him the manner in which he would 
have him punished, that it might not be discovered that he 
was himself the author of this his punishment ; for he charged 
him to set him over against that part of the enemy "s army 
where the attack would be most hazardous, and where he 
might be deserted and be in the greatest jeopardy ; for he bid 
him order his fellow-soldiers to retire out of the fight. When 
he had written thus to him, and sealed the letter with his own 
seal, he gave it to Uriah to carry it to Joab. When Joab 
had received it, and upon reading it understood the king^s 
purpose, he set Uriah in that place where he knew the 
enemy would be most troublesome to them ; and gave him 
for his partners some of the best soldiers in the army ; and 
said, that he would also come to their assistance with the 
whole array, that if jwssible they might break down some 
part of the wall and enter the city. And he desired him to 
be glad of the opportunity of exposing himself to such great 
pains, and not to be displeased at it, since he was a valiant 
soldier, and had a great reputation for his valour, both with 
the king and with his countr)^men. And when Uriah under- 
took the work he was set upon with alacrity, he gave private 
orders to those who were to be his companions, that when 
they saw the enemy make a sally, they should leave him. 
When, therefore, the Hebrews made an attack upon the city, 
the Ammonites were afraid that the enemy might prevent 
them, and get up into the city, and this at the very place 
whither Uriah was ordered; so they exposed their best soldiers 
to be in the forefront, and opened their gates suddenly, and 
fell upon the enemy with great vehemence, and ran violently 
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upon them. When those that were with Uriah saw this, they 
all retreated backward, as Joab had directed them before- 
hand ; but Uriah, as ashamed to run away and leave his post^ 
sustained the enemy, and receiving the violence of their on^ 
set, he slew many of them ; but, being encompassed round 
and caught in the midst of them, he was slain, and some 
other of nis companions were slain with him. 

S. When thb was done, Joab sent messengers to the king, 
and ordered them to tell him, that '^ he did what he could to 
take the city soon, but that, as they made an assault on the 
wall, they had been forced to retire with great loss.^ And bid 
them, if they saw the king was angry at it, to add this, that 
^^ Uriah was slain also.^ When the king had heard this of 
the messengers, he took it heinously, and said, that ^^ they did 
wrong when they assaulted the wall, whereas they ought by 
undermining, and other stratagems of war, to endeavour the 
taking of the city, especially when they had before their eyes 
the example of Abimelech, the son of Gideon, who would 
needs take the tower in Thebes by force, and was killed by a 
large stone thrown at him by an old woman ; and although he 
was a man of great prowess, he died ignominiously by the 
dangerous manner of his assault; that they should remember 
this accident, and not come near the enemy's wall ; for that 
the best method of making war with success was to call to 
mind the accidents of former wars, and what good or bad suc- 
cess had attended them in the like dangerous cases, that so 
they might imitate the one, and avoid the other.^ But when 
the king was in this disposition, the messenger told him that 
Uriah was slain also; whereupon he was pacified. So he bid 
the messenger go back to Joab, and tell him, that ^^ this mis- 
fortune is no other than what is common among mankind; and 
that such is the nature and such the accidents of war, inso- 
much that sometimes the enemy will have success therein, 
and sometimes others, but that be ordered him to go on still 
in his care about the si^e, that no ill accident might befall 
bim in it hereafter ; that they should raise bulwarks, and use 
machines in besieging the city; and when they have gotten it, 
to overturn its very foundations, and to destroy all those, that 
are in it.^ Accordingly, the messenger carried the king's 
message with which he was charged, and made haste to Joab. 
But Bathflheba, the wife of Uriah, when she was informed of 
the death of her husband, mourned for his death many days; 
and when her mourning was over, and the tears which she 
shed for Uriah were dried op, the king took her to wife pre- 
sently, and a son was born to him by her. 

S. With this marriage God was not well pleased, but was 
thereupon angry at David, and he appeared to Nathan the 
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prophet in his sleep, and complained of the king. Now Na- 
than wasa fAir and prudent nilin ; and considering that kings, 
when they fall into a passion, are guided more by that passion 
than they are by justice, he resolved to conceal the threaten- 
ings that proceeded from God, and made aeood-natured dis- 
course to nim, andthis after the manner fdlowing : He de- 
sired that the king would give him his opinion in the following 
case : " There were," said he, " two men inhabiting the same 
city, the one of them was rich, and [the other poor ;1 the rich 
man had a great many flocks of cattle, of sheep, and of kfne, 
but the poor man had but one ewe lamb: this ne brought up 
with his children, and let her eat her food with them, and ho 
had the same natural affection for her which any one might 
have for a daughter. New upon the coming of a stranger 
to the rich man, he would not vouchsafe to kill any of his 
own flocks, and thence feast his friend, but he sent for the 
poor man^s lamb, and took her away from him, and made 
her ready Tor food, and thence feasted the stranger.*" This 
discourse troubled the king exceedingly ; and he denounced 
to Nathan, that'*^ this man was a wicked man who could dare 
to do such a thirig ; and that it was but just that he should 
restore the lamb fourfold, and be punished with death for it 
also." Upon this Nathan immediately said, that <* he was 
himself the man who ought to suffer those punishments, and 
that by his own sentence, and that it was he who had per- 
petrated this great and horrid crime. He also revealea to 
him, and laid before him the anger of God against him, who 
had made him king over the army of the Hebrews, and lord 
of all the nations, and those many and great nations round 
about him ; who had formerly delivered him out of the hands 
of Saul, and had given him such wives as he had justly and 
legally married ; and now this God was despised by him, and 
anronted by his impiety, when he had married, and now had 
another man''s wife ; and by exposing her husband to the ene- 
my, had really slain him ; that God would inflict punishments 
upon him on account of those instances of wickedness ; that 
his own wives should b& forced by one of his sons ; and tfaM 
he should be treacherously supplanted by the same son ; and 
that although he had perpietrated his wicKedness secretly, yet 
should that punishment which he was to undergo be inflicted 
publicly upon him ; that moreover, said he, the child which 
was born to thee of her shall soon die." When the king was 
troubled at these messages, and sufficiently confounded, and 
said with tears and sorrow, that he had sinned, (for he was 
without controversy a pious man, and guilty of no sin at all 
in his whole life, excepting those in the matter of Uriah,) 
God had compassion on him, and was recondled to him, and 
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promiaed that he would preserve to him both bis life and his 
KiDsdom : for he aaidi that <^ seeine he repented of the things 
he had done» he was no longer displeased with him.'" So 
Nathan, when he had delivered this prophecy to the king, 
returned home. 

4. However, God sent a danserdus distemper upon the 
child that was bom to David. of the wife of Uriah ; at which 
the king was troubled, and did not take any food for seven 
days, although his servants almost forced him to take it ; but 
be clothed hunself in a black garment, and fell down, and 
lay upon the ground in sackcloui, entreating Grod'for the re- 
covery of the child, for he vehemently loved the child'^s mo- 
ther. But when, on the seventh day, the child was dead, the 
king^s servants durst not tell him of it, as supposing that 
when he knew it, he would sUll less admit of food, and other 
care of himself, by reason of his grief at the death of his son, 
since, when the child was only sick, he so greatly afflicted 
himself, and grieved for him. fiut when the king perceived 
that his servants were in disorder, and seemed to be affected, 
as those are who are very desirous to conceal something, he 
understood that the child was dead4 and when he had called 
one of his servants to him, and discovered that so it was, he 
arose up and washed himself, and took a white garment, and 
came into the tabernacle of God. He also commanded them 
to set supper before him, and thereby greatly surprised his 
kindred and servants, while he did notliing of this when the 
child was sick, but did it all when he was dead. Whereupon 
having first begged leave to ask him a question, they besought 
him to tell them the reason of this his conduct ; he then called 
them unskilful people ; and instructed them how he had hopes 
of the recoverv of the child while it was alive, and accord* 
ingly ^^ did all that was proper for him to do, as thinking by 
such means to render God propitious to him, but that when 
the child was dead, there was no longer any occasion for grief, 
whidi was then to no purpose."" When he had said this, they 
commended the king^s wisdom and understanding. He then 
went in unto Bathsheba his wife, and she conceived and bare 
a son ; and, by the command of Nathan the prophet, called 
his name Solomon. 

5. But Joab sorely distressed the Ammonites in the siege, 
by cutting off their waters, and depriving them of other 
means of subsistence, till th^ were m the greatest want of 
meat and drink ; for they depended only on one small well of 
water, and this they durst not drink of too freely, lest the ' 
fountain should entirely fail them. So he wrote to the king, 
and informed him thereof; and persuaded him to come him- 
self to take the city, that he might have the honour of the 
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victory. Upon this letter of Joab^s, the king accepted of his 
^xxi will and fidelity, and took with him his army, and came 
to the destruction of Rabbah ; and when he had takoi it by 
force, he gave it to his soldiers to plunder it ; but he himself 
took the king of the Ammonites' crown, whose weight was a 
talent of gold :* and it had in its middle a precious stone 
called a sardonyx ; which crown David ever after wore on 
his own head. He also found many other vessels in the 
city, and those both splendid and of great price : but as for 
the men he tormented them,f and then destroyed them : and 
when he had taken the other cities of the Ammonites by 
force, he treated them after the same manner. 



CHAP. VIII. 

How Absalom murdered Amnon^ wlio Jiad Jbrced his own 
Sister ; and Iiow he wa>s banished^ and afterwards recalled 
hy David. 

S 1. Whrn the king was returned to Jerusalem, a sad mis- 
fortune befell liis house, on the occasion following : He had 
a daughter, who was yet a virgin, and very handsome, inso- 
much that she surpassed all the most beautiful women ; her 
name was Tamar. She had the same mother with Absalom. 
Now Amnon, David's eldest son, fell in Jove with her, and 
being not able to obtain his desires, on account of her virginity, 
and the custody she was under, was much out of order; nay, 
his grief so eat up his body that he grew lean, and his colour 
was changed. Now there was one Jonadab, a kinsman and 
friend of his, who discovered this his passion, for he was an 
extraordinary wise man, and of great sagacity of mind. When 
therefore he saw that every morning Amnon was not in body 

* That a talent of gold was about 71b. weight, icee the deBcription of the tem- 
ple^ chap. xiu. Nor could Josephus well estimate it higher, since he here says 
that David wore it on his head perpetually. 

"f- Wlicther Josephus saw the words of our copies, 3 Sam. xii, 31, and I Chrm. 
xz, 3, that David pyf the inhabitant^ or at least the garrison of Rahbah, and of 
the other Ammonite cities which he besicgod and took, itmlcr^ or cut thein trith 
aavs^and under ^ or -with fiarrores oflroUy and under ^ or Tcith asrs ofirotiy and 
made thrmjjatt through the brick kilu^ is not here directly expressed. If he 
MW them, as is most probable he did, he certainly expounded them of tormenting 
Ihme Ammonites to death, who were none of those seven nations of Canaan, 
whose wickedness had rendered them incapable of mercy ; otlicrwise I should be 
(ndiaable to think that the meaning, at least an the words are in Saiuuel, might 
Miy be this, that they were made the lowest slaves, to work in sawing timber or 
MMie, in harrowing the fields, in hewing timber, in making and burning bricks, 
in4 the like hard services, but witliout taking away their lives. We no'er elae- 
Wfatre, that I remember, meet with such metliods of cruelty in putting men to 
rfoufa in'aU the Bible, or in any other ancient history whatsoever : nor do tfie 
W0idi in ttanmel seem naturally to refer to' any such tMng. 
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as he ought to be, he came to him, and desired him to teii 
him what was the cause of it: however, he said, that he guessed 
that it arose from the passion of love. Amnon confessed his 
passion, that he was in love with a sister of his, who had the 
same father with himself. So Jonadab suggested to him by 
what method and contrivance he might obtain his desires ; for 
he persuaded him to pretend sickness, and bid him, when 
his father should come to him, to beg of him that his sister 
might come and minister to him, for if that were done, he 
should be better, and should quickly recover from his dis- 
temper. So Amnon lay down on his bed, and pretended to 
be sick, as Jonadab had suggested. When his father came, 
and inquired how he did, he begged of him to send his sister 
to him. Accordingly, he preseatly ordered her to be brought 
to him ; and when she was come, Amnon bid her make cakes 
for him, and fry them in a pan, and do it all with her own 
hands, because he should take them better from her hand 
[than from any one^s else.] So she kneaded the flour in the 
sight of her brother, and made him cakes, and baked them in 
a pan, and brought them to him ; but at that time he would 
not taste them, but gave order t^ his servants to send all that 
were there out of his chamber, because he had a mind to re- 
pose himself, free from tumult and disturbance. As soon as 
what he commanded was done, he desired his sister to bring 
his supper to him into the inner parlour ; which, when the 
damsel had done, he took hold of her, and endeavoured to 
persuade her to lie with him. Whereupon the damsel criieid 
out, and said, " Nay, brother, do not force me, nor be so 
wicked as to transgress the laws, and bring upon thyself the 
utmost confusion. Curb this thy unrighteous and impure ^ 
lust, from which our house will get nothing but reproach and 
disgrace. She also advised him to speak to his father about 
this affair, for he would permit him [to marry her.*^ This 
she said, as desirous to avoid her brother^s violent passion at 
present. But he would not yield to her, but, inflamed vrith 
love, and blinded with the vehemency of his passion, he forced 
his sister : but, as soon as Amnon had satisfied his lust, he 
hated her immediately, and, giving her reproachful words, bid 
her rise up and be gone. And when she said, that ^^ this was 
a more injurious treatment than the former, if now he had 
forced her, he would not let her stay with him till the evening, 
but bid her go away in the day-time, and while it was light, 
that she might meet with people that would be witnesses of 
her shame,^ he commanded his servant to turn her out of his 
house. Whereupon she was sorely grieved at the injury and 
violence that had been offered to her, and rent her loose coat, 
(for the virgins of old time wore such loose coats tied at the 
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hands, and let down to the ankles, that the inner coats might 
not be seen,) and sprinkled ashe&on her head ; and went up 
the middle of the city, crying out, and lamenting, for the 
violence that had been offo-ed her. Now Absalom her bro- 
ther happened to meet her, and asked her. What sad thing 
had befallen her, that she was in that plight ? and when she 
had told him what injury had been offered her, he comforted 
her, and dp«red her to l>e quiet, and to take all patiently, and 
not to esteem her being corrupted by her brother as an injury. 
So she yielded to his advice, and left off her crying out, and 
discovering the force offered her to the multitude ; and she 
continued as a widow with her brother Absalom a long time. 

S. When David his father knew this, he was grieved at the 
actions of Amnon ; but because he had an extraordinary af- 
fection for him, for he was his eldest son, he was compelled 
not to afflict him ; but Absalom watched for a fit opportunitj 
of revenging this crime upon him, for he thorougnly hated 
him. Now the second year after this wicked affair aoout his 
aater was over, and Absalom was about to go to shear his 
own sheep at Baalhazor, which is a dty in the portion of 
Ephraim, he besought his father, as well as his brethren, to 
come and feast with him : but when David excused himself, 
as not being willing to be burdensome to him, Absalom de- 
sired he would, however, send his brethren ; whom he did 
send accordingly. Then Absalom charged his own servants, 
that when they should see Amnon disordered and drowsy 
with wine, and he should give them a signal, they should 
fear nobody, but kill him. 

S. When they had done as they were commanded, the rest 
of his brethren were astonished and disturbed, and were afraid 
fi>r themselves ; so they immediately got on horseback, and 
nxle away to their father : but somebody there was who pre- 
vented them, and told their father they were all slain by Ab- 
salom ; whereupon he was overcome with sorrow, as for so 
many of his sons that were destroyed at once, and that by 
their brother also; and by this consideration, that it was their 
brother that appeared to have slain them, he aggravated his 
sorrow for them. So he neither inquired what was the cause 
of this slaughter, nor stayed to hear anything else, which yet 
it was but reasonable to have done, when so very great, and 
by that greatness so incredible a misfortune was related to 
bim, he rent his clothes, and threw himself upon the ground, 
and there lay lamenting the loss of all his sons, both those 
who, as he was informed, were slain, and of him that slew 
t]iem. But Jonadab, the son of his brother Shimeah, en- 
treated him not to indulge his sorrow so far, for as to the 
fMt of his sons he did not believe that they were slain, for 
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he found no cause for such a Buspicion ; but he said it mi^ht 
deserve inquiry as to Amnon, for it was not unlikely that 
Absalom might venture to kill him on account of the injury 
he had offered to Tamar. In the meantime, a great noise of 
horses, and a tumult of some people that were coming, turned 
their attention to them ; they were the king^s sons, who were 
fled away from the feast So their father met them as they 
were in their grief, and he himself grieved with them ; but it 
was more than he expected to see those his sons again, whom 
he had a little before heard to have perished. However, 
there were tears on both sides. They lamenting their bro- 
ther who was killed, and the king lamenting his son, who was 
killed also ; but Absalom fled to Geshur, to his grandfather 
by bis mothcr^s side, who was king of that country, and he 
r^nained with him three whole years. 

4. Now David had a design to send to Absalom, not that 
he should come to be punished, but that he might be with 
him, for the effects of his anger were abated by length of 
time. It was Joab, the captain of his host, that chiefly per* 
suaded him so to do ; for he suborned an ordinary woman, 
that was stricken in age, to go to the king in mourning ap^ 
pare], who said thus to him : << That two of her sons, in a 
coarse way, had some difference between them, and that in 
the progress of that difference, they came to an open quarrel, 
and that one was smitten by the other, and was dead, and she 
desired him to interpose in this case, and to do her the favour 
to save thb her son from her kindred, who was very zealous 
to have him that had slain his brother put to death, that so 
fihe might not be farther deprived of the hopes she had of 
being taken care of in her old age by him ; and that if he 
wouul liinder this slaughter of her son by those tliat wished 
for it, he would do her a great favour, because the kindred 
would not be restrained from their purpose by any thing else 
than by the fear of him."" And when the king had given his 
consent to what the woman had begged of him, she made thiH 
reply to him : " I owe thee thanks for tliy benignity to me in 
pitying my old age, and preventing the loss of my only re- 
maining child ; but in order to assure me of this thy kindnefis, 
be first reconciled to thine own son, and cease to be angry 
with him ; for how shall I persuade myself that thou hast 
really bestowed this favour upon me, while thou thyself con- 
tinuest after the like manner in thy wrath to thine own son ? 
for it is a foolish thing to add wilfully anotlier to diy dead 
son, while the death of the other was brought about without 
any consent.*" And now the king perceived that this pre- 
tended story was a subornation derived.froni Joab, and was 
of his contrivance; and when, upon inquiry of the old woman, 
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he understckxl it to be so in reality, he called for Joab, and 
told him he had obtained what he requested according to his 
own mind ; and he bid him bring Absalom back, for he was 
not now displeased, but had already ceased to be angry with 
him. So Joab bowed himself down to the king, and took 
his words kjndly, and went immediately to Geshur, and took 
Absalom with him, and came to Jerusalem. 

5. However, the king sent a message to his son before>- 
hand, as he was ccaning, and commanded him to retire to his 
own house, for he wad not yet in such a disposition as to think 
fit at present to see him. Accordingly, upon the father^'s 
command, he avoided coming into his pre^nce, and con- 
tented himself with the respects paid him by his own family 
only. Now, his beauty was not impaired, either by the grief 
he nad been under, or by the want of such care as was pro- 
per to be taken of a king^s son ; for he still surpassed and ex- 
celled all men in the tallness of his body, and was more emi- 
nent [in a fine appearance,] than those that dieted the most 
luxuriously : and indeed such was the thickness of the hair of 
his head, that it was with difficulty that he was polled every 
eighth day'; and his hair weighed two hundred shekels,* 
which are five pounds. However, he dwelt in Jerusalem 
two years, and became the father of three sons and one 
daughter; which daughter was of very great beauty, and 
which Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, took to wife after- 
ward, and had by her a son named Abtjah, But Absalom 
sent to Joab, and desired him to pacijfy his father entirely 
towards him ; and to beseech him to give him leave to come 
to him to see him, and speak with him. But when Joab 
neglected so to do, he sent some of his own servants, and set 
fire to the field adjoining to him ; which, when Joab under- 
stood, he came to Absalom, and accused him of what he had 
done ; and asked him the reason why he did so ? To which 
Absalom replied, that ^* I have found out tliis stratagem that 
might bring thee to us, while thou hast taken no care to per- 
form the injunction I laid upon thee, which was this, tp re- 
concile my father to me : and I really beg it of thee, now 
thou art here, to pacify my father as to me, since I esteem 
my coming hither to be more grievous than my banishment, 
while my father^s wrath against me continues.*^ Hereby 

* Of this weight of Absalom*s hair, how in 20 or 30 years it might well 
amount to 200 shekels, or to somewhat abore 6 lb. avoirdapois, see the JLitenl 
Accomplishment of Prophecies, pages 77, 78. But a late rery judideas autbdr 
thinks that the LXXII meant not its veighi, but its xiUue was 200 shekels. 
Dr. M''all's Critical Notes on the Old Testament upon 2 Sam. xiv, 26. It does 
not appear what was Josephus^s opinion : he sets tlie text down honestly as he 
found it in his copies ; only he thought, tliat at the end of day »^ when Absakm 
pcdkd or weighed his hair, was aiivr a-vcck* 



CHAP. IX. ANTIQUITIS8 OF TfiS JKW8. 855 

Joab was persuaded, and pitied the distress that Absalom was 
in, and became an intercessor witli the king for him. And 
when he had discoursed with his father, he soon brought him 
to that amicable disposition towards Absalom, that he pre- 
sently sent for him to come to him : and when he had cast 
himself down upon the ground, and had begged for the for- 
giveness of his offences, the king raised him up, and promis- 
ed him to forget what he had formerly done. 
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CHAR IX. 



Concerning the Insurrection qf AhscHom against David ; and 
concerning Ahitliophel and Hushai ; and concerning Ziba 
and Shimet ; and liaw AhiAophel hanged himself. 

§ 1. Now Absalom, upcm this his success with the king, 
procured to himself a great many horses, and many chariots, 
and that in a liltle time also. He had moreover fifty armour- 
bearers that were about him, and he came early every day to 
the king^s palace, and spake what was agreeable to such as 
came for justice, and lost their causes, as if that happened for 
want of good counsellors about the king, or, perhaps, because 
the judges mistook in that umust sentence they gave; where- 
by he gained the good-will of them all. He told them, that 
had he but such authority committed to him, he would dis- 
tribute justice to them in a roost equitable manner. When 
he had made himself so popular among the multitude, he 
thought he had already the good-will m the people secured 
to him ; but when four* years had passed since his father's 
reconciliation to him, he came to him, and besought him to 
ffive him leave to go to Hebron, and pay a sacrifice to Grod, 
because he vowed it to him when he fled out of the country. 
So when David had granted his request, he went thither, and 
great multitudes came running together to him, for he had 
sent to a great number so to do. 

2. Among them came Ahithophel the Gilonite, a coun- 
sellor of David'^s, and two hundred men out of Jerusalem 
itself, who knew not his intentions, but were sent for as to a 
sacrifice. So he was appointed king by all of them, which 
he obtained by this stratagem. As soon as this news was 
brought to David, and he was informed of what he did not 

* This is one of the best correcdoDs that Joeephiu*t eopj sfflnds us of a text 
that in our ordinary copies is grossly comipCfld. They say, that this rebellion of 
Absalom was 40 yean after what went before, (of his recondliatioci to his father,) 
whereas the series of the history shows it could not be more than/mr years after 
it, as here in Josephu^ ; whose number is diiecdy confirmed by that copy of the 
Septuagint Tersion whence the Armenian translation was made, which gira ^^ 
the same imaU number of four years. 

AAg 
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expect from his son, he was afifrighted at this his impious and 
bold undertaking, and wondered that he was so far from re- 
membering liow his offence had been so lately forgiven him, 
that he undertook much, worse and more wicked enterprises; 
first, to deprive him of that kingdom which was given him 
of God ; and, secondly, to take away his own father'^s life. 
He therefore resolved to fly to the parts beyond Jordan : so 
he called his most intimate friends together, and communi- 
cated to them all that he had heard of his son'^s madness. He 
committed himself to God, to judge between them about all 
their actions ; and left the care of nis royal palace to his ten 
concubines, and went away from Jerusalem, being willingly 
accompanied by the rest, oi the multitude, who went hastily 
away with liim, and particularly by those six hundred armed 
men, who had been with him from his first flight in the days 
of Saul : but he persuaded Abiathar, and Zadok, the higli- 
priest, who had determined to go away with him, as also all 
the Levites, who were with the ark, to stay behind, as hoping 
that Grod would deliver him without its removal; but be 
charged them to let him know privately how all things went 
on : and he had their sons, Ahimaaz the son of Zadok, and 
Jonathan the son of Abiathar, for faithful ministers in ell 
tilings; but Ittai the Gittite went out with him whether David 
would let him or not, for he would have persuaded him to 
stay, and on that account he appeared the more friendly to 
him. But as he wa6 ascending the Mount of Olives bare- 
footed, and all his company were in tears, it was told him that 
Ahithophel was with Absalom, and was of his nde. This 
hearing augmented his grief ; and he besought God earnestly 
to alienate the mind of Absalom from Ahitlmphel, for he wais 
afraid that he should persuade him to follow his penucious 
counsel ; for he was a prudent man, and very sharp in seeing 
what was advanta^reous. When David was gotten upon the top 
-of the mountain, he took a view of the city ; and prayed to 
God with abundance of tears, as having already lost his king- 
dom : Und here it was that a faithful friend of his, whose name 
Was Hushai, met him. When Da\id saw him with his clMhes 
rent, and having ashes all over his head, and in lamentatioa 
for the great change of affairs, he comforted him, and exhort- 
ed him to leave off grieving ; nay, at length he besought him 
to go back to Absalom, and appear as one of his party, and 
to fish out the secretest counsels of his mind, and to contra- 
dict the counsels of Ahithophel, for that he could not do him 
so much good by being with him as he might by being with 
Absalom. So he was prevailed on by David, and leu him, 
and cimie to Jerusalem, whither Absalom himself came also 
a little while afterward. 
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^. Whcu David was gone a tittle father, tliere inet him 
Ziba, the servant of Mephiboaheth, (whom he had sent, to 
take care of the possessions which had been given him, as tlie 
son of Jonathan, the son of Saul,) with a couple of asses, 
loaden with provisions, and desired him to take as much of 
them as he and his followers stood in need of. And when 
the king asked him where he had left Mephibosheth ? he 
said, ^' He liad left him in Jerusalem, expecting to be chosen 
king in the present confusions, in remembrance of the bene- 
fits Saul had conferred upon them.^ At this tiie king had 
ipreat indignation, and gave to Ziba all that he had formerly 
bestowed on Mephibosheth, for he determined that it was 
much fitter that he should have them than tlie other ; at which 
Ziba greatly rejoiced. 

4. When David was at Bahurim, a place so called, there 
came out a kinsman of Saul\ whose name was Shimei, and 
threw stones at him, and gave him reproachful words ; and 
as his friends stood about the king and protected him, he 

E^fsevercd still more in liis reproadies, and called him a 
oody man, and the author of all sorts of mischief. He bid 
him also ^' go out of the land as an impure and accursed 
wretch : and he thanked God for depriving him of his king- 
dom, and causing him to be punishea for what injuries he had 
done to liis master [Saul,] and this by the means of his own 
6on.^ Now when they were all provoked against him, and 
angry at him, and particularly ^ishai, who had a mind to 
kill Shintei, liavid restrained his anger. *^ Let us not,*" said 
lie '^ bring upon ourselves another fresh misfortune to those 
We have already, for truly I have not the least regard nor con*- 
cem for this dog tliat raves at me : I submit myself to Grod, 
by whose permission this man treats me in such a wild man^ 
Her ; nor is it any wonder that I am obliged to undergo these 
abuses from him, while I experience the like from an impio«is 
son of my own ; but perhaps Gt>d will have some commisera- 
tion upon us, if it be his will we sliall overcome them.^ So 
he went on his way without troubling himself with Shimet, 
who ran along the other side of the mountain, and threw out 
his abusive language plentifully : but when David was oome 
* to Jordan, lie allowed those tkat were with him to refresh 
themselves ; for they were weary. 

5. But when Absalom, and Aiiithophel his oounselkir, were 
oome to Jerusalem, with all the people, David's friend [Hu- 

■shai] came to them ; and when he had worshipped Absalom, 
he withal wislied that his kingdom might last a long time, 
and continue for all ages. But when Absalom said to him, 
^ How comes this, thEit he who was so intimate a firicnd of 
my fathcr'^8^ and appeared faithful to him in all thinga, is not 
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with him now, but hath left him, and is come over to me ?*" 
Hushai's answer was very pertinent and prudent ; for he said, 
^^ We ought to follow God and the multitude of the people ; 
while these, therefore, my lord and master, are with thee, it 
is fit that I should follow them ; for thou hast received the 
kingdom from God. I will therefore, if thou believest me to 
be thy friend, show the same fidelity and kindness to thee, 
which thou knowest I have showed to thy father : nor is there 
any reason to be in the least dissatisfied with the present state 
of affairs, for the kingdom is not transferred into another, but 
remains still in the same family, by the song's receiving it after 
his father.*" This speech persuaded Absalom, who before 
suspected Hushai. And now he called Ahithophel, and con- 
sulted with him what he ought to do ; he persuaded him to 
go in unto his father^s concubines ; for he said, that ^* by this 
action the people would believe that thy difierence with thy 
father is irreconcilable, and will thence fight with great 
alacrity against thy father, for hitherto they are afraid of 
taking up open enmity against him, out of an expectation that 
you will be reconciled again.*" Accordingly, Absalom was 
prevailed on by this advice, and commandea his servants to 
pitch him a tent upon the top of the royal palace, in the 
sight of the multitude : and he went in and lay with his fa- 
therms concubines. Now this came to pass according to the 
prediction of Nathan, when he prophesied and signified to 
nim, that his son would rise up in rebellion against nim. 

6. And when Absalom haa done what he was advised to 
by Ahithophel, he desired his advice, in the second place, 
about the war against his father. . Now Ahithophel only asked 
him to let him have ten thousand chosen men, and he pro- 
mised he would slay his father, and bring the soldiers back 
again in safety ; and he said, that ^* then the kingdom would 
be firm to him when David was dead, [but not otherwise."] 
Absalom was pleased with this advice ; and called for Hu- 
shai, David'^s friend, (for so did he style him,) and informing 
him of the opinion of Ahitho|)hel, he asked farther what was 
. his opinion concerning that matter ? Now, he was sensible 
that if AhithopheFs counsel was followed, David would be 
in danger of being seized oi4 and slain ; so he attempted to 
introduce a contrary opinion, and said, ^^ Thou art not unac- 
quainted, O king, with the valour of thy father, and of those 
mat are now with him ; that he hath made many wars, and 
hath alvaya come ofi' with victory : though probably he now 
riades in the camp, for he is very skilful in stratagems and 
.m-foTCseeing the deceitful tricks of his enemies, yet will he 
^Intare hisown soldiers in the evening, and will either hide 
' *■" " IB . Bome valley, or will place an ambush at some 
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rock ; so that when our army joins battle with him, his sol- 
diers will retire for a little while, but will come upon us 
again, as encouraged by the king^s being near them ; and in 
the meantime your father will show himself suddenly in the 
time of the battle, and will infuse courage into his own peo- 
ple when they are in danger, but bring consternation to thine. 
Consider, therefore, my advice, and reason upon it, and if 
thou canst not but acknowledge it to be the best, reject the 
opinion of Ahithophel. Send to the entire country of the 
Hebrews, and order them to come to fight with thy father ; 
and do thou thyself take the army^ and be thine own general 
in this war, and do not trust its management to another; then 
expect to conquer him with case, when thou overtakest him 
openly with hb few partisans, but hast thyself many ten 
thousands, who will be desirous to demonstrate to thee their 
diligence and alacrity. And if thy father shall shut himself 
up in some city, and bear a siege, we will overthrow that city 
by machines of war, and by undermining it."" When Hushai 
had said this, he obtained his point against Ahithophel, for 
his opinion was preferred by Absalom before the other's: 
however, it was no other than* God who made the counsel 
of Hushai appear best to the mind of Absalom. 

7. So Hushai made haste to the high-priests, Zadok and 
Abiathar, and told them the opinion of Ahithophel, and his 
own, and that the resolution was taken to follow this latter 
advice. He, therefore, bid them send to David, and tell him 
of it, and to inform him of the counsels that had been taken; 
and to desire him jESurther to pass quickly over Jordan, lest his 
son ishould change his mind, and make haste to pursue him, 
and so prevent him, and seize upon him before he be in safe* 
ty. Now, the high-priests had their sons concealed in a pro- 
per place out of the city, that they might carry news to Da- 
vid of what was transacted. Accordingly, they sent a maid- 
servant, whom they could trust, to them, to carry tlic news of 

* Thu reflecdon of Josephus^s, that God bnm^ht to nought the dangeroui 
YOonsd of Ahithophel, and directly Infatutited wicked Absalom to reject it, 
<which infbtuaiUm h what the pcriptuie styles the judicial hardenimg the hrartM 
and blinding the e^t of ncn, nfho^ by their former voluntary wickednew, have 
justly desenred to be destroyed, and are thereby brought to destruction,) is a very 
Just one, and in him not unfrequent Nor does Josqphus ever puzKle himself, or 
perplex his mden, with subtfle hypothesis as to the manner at such judicial in- 
firtuations by Uod^ wbile ibt Justice of thepi is genenlly so obvious. That pe- 
culiar nmnner of the divine operatioos, or penniasions, or the mean* God makes 
use of in such cases, is often impenetrable by us. ^ Secret things belong to the 
Lord our God | but those things that are revealed belong to us, and to our chil- 
dren, for ever, that we may 4o aU the woids of thi« law.** Deut. xxix, 29. Nor 
have all the subtilties of the modems, so far as I see, given any considerable light 
in this, and many other the like points of difficulty reUting cither to divine or 
human opcraflloiM. See also the notes on Antiq. B. v, chap, i, sect 2 ; and An« 
$iq. 0, sx, «hsp. i*, M^ ^ 



860 ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. BOOK VII. 

Absalom^'s oouDselsy and ordered them to signify the same Co 
David with all speed. So they made no excuse nor delay, but 
Caking along with them their fathers^ injunctions, because 
pious and faithful ministers, and judging their quickness and 
suddenness was the best mtak of £aithful service, they made 
haste to meet with David ; but certain horsemen saw them 
when they were two furlongs from the dty, and informed 
Absalom of them, who immediately sent some to take them ; 
but when the sons of the high-priest perceived this, they 
went out of the road ; and betook themselves to a cert«n 
village ; that village was called Bahurim ; there they desired a 
certain woman to hide them, and afford them security. Ac- 
cordingly she let. the yoimg men down by a rope into a well, 
and laid fleeces of wool over them ; and when those that pur- 
fflied them came to her, and asked her whether she saw them? 
she did not deny that she had seen them, for that they stayed 
with her some time, but she said, they then went their ways ; 
and she foretold, that, however, if they would follow them 
directly, they would catch them. But when after a long pur- 
suit they could not catch them, they came back again ; and 
when the woman saw those men were returned, and that there 
was no longer any fear of the young men'^s bdng caught by 
them, she drew them up by the rope, and bid them go on 
their journey. Accordingly they used great diligence in the 
prosecution of that journey, and came to David, and informed 
him accurately of all the counsels of Absalom. So he com- 
manded those that were with him to pass over Jordan while 
it was night, and not to delay at all on that account. 

8. But Ahithophel, on rejection of his advice, got upon 
his ass and rid away to his own country Gilon ; and calling 
his family together, he told them distmctly what advice be 
had given Absalom ; and nnce he had not tieen persuaded by 
it, he said he would evidently perish, and this in no long time^ 
and that David would overcome him and return to his king- 
dom again ; so he said it was better that he should take bis 
own life away with freedom and magnanimity, than expose 
himself to be punished by David, in opposition to whom he 
had acted entirely for Absalom. When he had discoursed 
thus to them, he went into the inmost room of his house and 
hanged himself, and this was the death of Ahithophel, who 
was self-condemned ; and when his relations had taken him 
down from the halter, they took care of his funeral. Now, 
as for David, he passed over Jordan, as we have said al- 
ready, and came to Mahanaim, a very fine and very strong 
city ; and all the chief men of the country received him with 
great pleasure, both out of the shame thejr had that he should 
l)e forced to flee away [from Jerusalem,] and out of the re- 
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Sped they bare him wMle he was in his folrmer prosperity. 
These were Barzillai, the Gileadite, and Siphar, the nijer 
among the AmmoniteS) and Machir, the principal man of 
Gilead ; and these furnished him with plentiful provisions 
for himself and his fo^wers, insomuch that they wanted no 
beds nor blankets for them» nor loaves of bread nor wine ; 
nay, they brought them a great many cattle for slauditer, 
and aflbrded them what furniture they wanted for their re- 
freshment when they were weary, and for food, with plenty 
of other necessaries. 
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CHAP. X. 



HoWf when Absalom was beaten, he was caught hi a Tree by 

his Hair, and was slain. 

§ 1. And diis was the state of David and his followers : but 
Absalom got together a vast army of the Hebrews to oppose 
bis father, and passed therewith over the river Jordan, and 
sat down not far oiF Mahanaim, in the country of Gilead. 
He appointed Amasa to be captain of all his host, instead 
of Joab, his kinsman ; his father was Ithra, and his mother 
Abigail. Now she and Zeruiah, the mother of Joab, were 
David^s sisters. But when David had numbered his follow, 
ers, and found them to be about four thousand, he resolved 
not to tarry till Absakun attacked him, but set over his men 
capt£uns of thousands, and captains of hundreds, and divided 
his army into three parts : the one he committed to Joab, 
the next to Abishai, JoaVs brother, and the third part to 
Ittai, David^s companion and friend, but one that came from 
the dty Gath. And when he was desirous of fighting him«- 
self among them, his friends would not let him ; and this re- 
fusal of theirs was founded upon very wise actions : '^ For,*" 
said they, ^^ if we be conquered when he is with us, we have 
lost all good hopes of recovering ourselves ; but if we should 
be beaten in one part of our army, the other parts may retire 
to him^ and may thereby prepare a greater force, while the 
enemy will naturally suppose thalt he hath another army with 
him.*" So David was pleased with tliis their advice, and re- 
solved himself to tarir at Mahanaim. And as he sent bis 
frietids and commanders to the battle, he desired them to 
show [all possible] alacrity and fidelity, and to bear in mind 
what advantages they had received from him, which, thou^ 
they had not been very great, yet had they not been quite in^ 
considerable ; and he begged of them to «pare the ^ oung man 
Absalom, lest some mischief should befall himself, if he should 
be killed. And thus did he send out his army to the bat- 
tle, and wished them victory therein. 
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. 2. Then did Joab put his army in battle array over against 
the enemy in the ffreat plain, where he had a wood behind 
him. Absalom abo brought his army into the field to op. 
pose him. Upon the joining of the battle, both sides showed 
great actions with their hands and their boldness ; the one 
side exposing themselves to the greatest hazards, and using 
their utmost alacrity, that David might recover his kingdom ; 
and the other being no way deficient, either in doing or suf- 
fering, that Absalom might not be deprived of that kin^om, 
and be brought to punishment by his father, for his mnpu- 
dent attempt against him. Those also that were the most 
numerous were solicitous that they might not be conquered 
by those few that were with Joab, and with the other com- 
manders, because that would be the greatest disgrace to 
them, while David'^s soldiers strove greatly to overcome so 
many ten thousands [as the enemy had with them.] Now 
David'^s men were conquerors, as superior in strength and 
skill in war ; so they followed the others as they fled away 
through the forests and valleys ; some they took prisoners and 
many they slew, and more in the flight than in the battle, for 
there fell about twenty thousand that day. But all David^s 
men ran violently upon Absalom, for he was easily known 
by his beauty and tallness. He was himself also afraid lest 
his enemies should seize on him, so he got upon the king^s 
mule, and fled ; but as he was carried with Ti<dence and 
noise, and a great motion, as being himself light, he entan- 
gled his hair greatly in the large boughs of a knotty tree that 
spread a great way, and there he hung after a surprising 
manner ; and as for the beast, it went on farther, and that 
swiftly, as if his master had been still upon his back, but he 
hanging in the hair upon the boughs, was taken by his ene- 
mies. Now when one of David's soldiers saw this, be in- 
formed Joab of it ; and when the general said, that *^ if he 
had shot at and killed Absalom, he would have given him 
fifty shekels,^ he replied, ^^ I would not have killed my 
master's son if thou wouldst have given mc a thousand she- 
kels, especially when he desired that the young man might 
be spared in the hearing of us all.'' But Joab bade him 
show him where it was that he saw Absalom hang ; where- 
upon he shot him to the heart, and slew him, and Joab'ls 
armour-bearers stood round about the tree, and pulled down 
his dead body, and cast it into a great chasm that was out of 
sight, and laid a heap of stones upon him till the cavity was 
filled up, and had both the appearance and the bigness of a 
grave. Then Joab soundod a retreat, and recalled his own 
soldiers from pursuing the enemy's army, in order to spare 
their countrymen. 
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8. Now Absalom had erected for himself a stone marUe 
jullar in the kin^^s dale, two furlongs distant from Jerusalem, 
which he reamed Absalom^i Hand^ saying, that if his children 
were killed, his name would remain by that pillar; for he 
had three sons and one daughter, named Tamar^ as we said 
before, who, when she was married to David^s grandson, 
Rehoboam, bare a son, Abijah by name, who succeeded hi» 
father in the kingdom : but of these we shall speak in a part 
of our history which will be more proper. After the death 
of Absalom, they returned every, one to their own homes re- 
spectively. 

4. But now Ahimaaz, the son of Zadok the high-priest, 
went to Joab, and desired he would permit him to go and 
tell David of this victory, and to bring him the good newa 
that God had afforded his asastance and his providence to 
him. However, he did not grant his request ; but said ta 
him, ^' Wilt thou, that hast always been the messenger of 
ffood news, now go and acquaint the king that his son is 
dead ? ^ So he denred him to desist. He then called Co. 
shi, and committed the business to him, that he should tell 
the king what he had seen. But when Ahimaaz a^n de- 
sired him to let him go as a messen^r, and assured him that 
he would only relate what concerned the victory, but not con* 
cerning the death of Absalom, he gave him leave to ffo to 
David. Now he took a nearer road than the former did, for 
nobody knew it but himself, and he came before CushL 
Now as David was sitting between the gates,* and waiting 
to see when somebody would come to him from the battle, 
and tell him how it went, one of the watchmen saw Ahimaax 
running, and before he could discern who he was, he told 
David that he saw somebody coming to him, who said he was 
a good messenger. A little while after he informed him that 
another messenger followed him : whereupon the king said, 
tliat he was also a good messenger : but wnen the watchmen 
saw Ahimaaz, and that he was already very near, he gave the 
king notice that it was the son of Zadok the high-priest who 
came running. So David was very glad, and said, <* He 
was a messenger of good tidings, and brought him some such 
news fjnom the battle as he desired to hear. 

5. While the king was saying thus, Ahimaaz appeared, and 
worshipped the king. And when the king inquured of him 

* Th^ reader need not be lurpriied tX thu account of David*s throne, both 
here, and 2 8am. xviii, 24, that it was between two gates or portals^ gates being 
in cities, as well as at Uie temple, large open places, with a pOTtal at the entrance, 
and another at the exit, between whidi judicial causes were heard, and public oon- 
jHiltations taken, as it is well known from several places of scripture, 2 Chrao. 
xxxi, 2 ; PsaL ix, 1 ^ ; cxxWi, 5 ; Prov. i, 21 ; nil, 3, 34 ; xxxi, 23, and oftn 
dsewhere. 
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about the battle^ he said, *< He brought him die good news 
of victorj and dommion. And when he inquired what he 
had to say coooeraing his son, he said, that ^^ He came away 
OD the sudden as soon as the enemy was defeated, but that 
he heard a great noise of those that pursued Absalom, and 
that he oould learn no more, because of the haste he made 
when Joab sent him to inform him of the victory.^ But 
when Cushi was come, and had worshipped him, and ia- 
fcrmed him of the victory, he asked him about his son ; w1k> 
replied, ^* May the like misfortune befall thine enemies as 
hath befallen Absalom.'" That word did not pernut either 
himself or his soldiers to rejoice for the victory, though it 
was a very great one : but David went up to tlie highest part 
of the dty,* and wept for his son, and beat his breast, tear- 
ing [the hair of] his head, and tormenting himself all manner 
of ways, and crying out, '* O my son, I \nsh that I had died 
inyself, and ended my days with theef" for he was of a 
tender natural affection, and had extraordinary compassion 
for this son in particular. But when the army and Joab 
hleard that the king mourned for his son, they were ashamed 
to enter the city in the habit of conquerors, but they all came 
in as cast down, and in tears, as if they had been beaten. 
Now while the king covered himself, and grievously lamented 
his son, Joab went in to him, and said, <' O my lord tlie king, 
thou art not aware that thou layest a blot on tnyself by what 
thou now doest, for thou seemest to hate those that love 
thee, and undergo dangers for thee, nay, to hate thyself and 
thy family, and to love those that are thy bitter enemies, 
and to desire the company of those that are no more, and 
who have been jusdy slain ; for had Absalom gotten the vic- 
tory, and firmly settled himself in the kingdom, there had 
been none of us left alive, but all of us, beginning with thy- 
self and thy children, had miserably perished, while our ene- 
mies had not wept for us, but rejoiced 'Over us, and punished 
even those that pitied us in our misfortunes ; and thou art 
not ashamed to do this in the case of one that has been thy 
bitter enemy, who, while he was thine own son, hath proved 
8o wicked to thee. Leave off, therefore, thy unreasonable 
grief, and come abroad, and be seen by thy soldiers, and 
return them thanks for the alacrity they showed in the fight; 

* Since David was now in Alahaoaiiii, and in the open place of that dty-gate, 
which seems still to have been built the highest of any part of the wall, and since 
our other copies say, he a-c^f up to the chamber oxer the ffatr, 2 Sam. xviii, 33, 
I think we ought to correct our present reading in Josephus, and for ci/tf should 
read ffutf, i. c. instead of t]ic highest part of the citi/^ sliould say the highest part 
of the gate. Accordingly, we find David presently in Josephus, as well as in 
mir other copies, t Sam. xix, 8, sitting as before in the gate of the city. 
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far I myself will this day penraade the people to leov^e thee, 
and to ^ve the kinfldom to another, if thou contimiefit to do 
thus ; and then I shall make thee to griere bitterly, and in 
earnest.^ ^^P^^ Joab^s speaking thut to him, he made the 
king leave on his sorrow, and brought him to the consideca- 
tion of his afiairs. So David changed his habit, and exposed 
himself in a manner fit to be seen by the multitude, and aa(t 
at the gates ; whereupon all the people heard of it, and ran 
together to him, and saluted him. And this was the present 
state of David^s affidrs. 
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CHAP. XI. 



How Davidy wJien ht had recovered hU Kingdom^ was reconr 
died to Shivicij and to Ziba ; and sJiowed a great Affec- 
Hon to BarzlUai ; and luno^ upon the Rise qfu Sedition, 
he made Amasa Captain qf Ms Host^ in order to pursue 
Sheba ; loliich Amasa was slain by Joah. 

^ 1. Now those Hebrews that had been with Absalom, and 
had retired out of the battle, when they were all returned 
home, sent messengers to every city to put them in mind of 
what benefits David had bestowecf upon them, and of thai 
liberty which he had procured them, by delivering them from 
many and great wars. But they complained, tnat whereas 
they had ejected him out of his kingdom, and committed k 
to another governor, which other governor whom they had 
set up was already dead, they did not now beseech David 
to leave oiF his anger at them, and to Iveoome friends with 
them, and,- as he used to do, to resume the care of their aH 
fairs, and take the kingdom again. This was often told to 
David. And this notwithstanding, David sent to Zadok and 
Abiathar the high-priests^ that they should speak to the ru- 
lers of the tribe of Judah after the manner following : That 
«< it would be a reproach upon them to permit the other 
tribes to choose David for their king before their tribe, and 
this, said he, while you are akin to him, and of the same 
common blood.^ He commanded them also to say the same 
to Amasa, the captain of their forces. That, <^ whereas he 
was his sister^s son, he had not persuaded the multitude to 
restore the kingdom to David : That he might expect from 
him not only a recondliadon, for that was already granted, 
but that supreme command of the army also which Absalom 
had bestowed upon him. Accordingly, the high-priests, whm 
they had discoursed with the rulers of the tribe, and said 
what the king had ordered them, persuaded Amasa to under* 
take the care of his afiairs. So lie persuaded that tribe to 
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aend immediately ambassadors to him, to beseedi him to re- 
turn to his own kingdom. The same did all the Israelites, 
at the like persuasion of Amasa. 

S. When the ambassadors came to him, he came to Je- 
rusalem ; and the tribe of Judah was the first that came to 
meet the king at the riyer Jordan. And Shimei, the son of 
QevAj came with a thousand men ; which he brought with 
him out of the tribe of Benjamin, and Ziba, the medman 
of Saul, with his sons, fifteen in number, and with his twenty 
servants. All these, as well as the tribe of Judah, laid a 
bridge [of boats] over the river, that the king, and those 
that were with him, might with ease pass over it. Now as 
soon as he was come to Jordan, the tribe of Judah saluted 
him. Shimei also came upon the bridge, and took hold of 
his feet, and prayed him " to for^ve nim what he had of- 
fended, and not to be too bitter against him, nor to think fit 
to make him the first example of severity under his new au- 
thority ; but to consider that he had repented of his failure 
of duty ; and had taken care to come first of all to him.^ 
While he was thus entreating the king, and moving him to 
compassion, Abisfaai, Joab^s brother, said, ** And shall not 
this man die for this, that he hath cursed that king whom 
God hath appointed to reign over us ?*" But David turned 
himself to him, and said, *^ Will you never leave off, ye sons 
of Zeruiah ? Do not you, I pray, raise new troubles and se- 
ditions among us, now the former are over ; for I would not 
have you ignorant, that I this day begin my reign, and there- 
fore swear to remit to all offenders their punishments, and not 
to animadvert on any one that has sinned. Be thou, there- 
fore, said he, O Shimei, of good courage, and do not at all 
fear being put to death.*^ So he worshipped him, and went 
on before him. 

8. Mephibosheth also, SauPs grandson, met David, clothed 
in a sordid garment, and having his hair thick and neglected ; 
for after David was fled away, he was in such grief that he 
had not polled his head, nor had he washed his clothes, as 
dooming himself to undei^ such hardships upon occasion 
of the change of the king^s affairs. Now he had been un- 
iustly calumniated to the king by Ziba, his steward. When 
he had saluted the king, and worshipped him, the king began 
to ask him. " Why he did not go out of Jerusalem with him 
and accompany him during his flight?'" he replied. That 
^< this piece of injustice was owing to Ziba, because, when 
he was ordered to get things ready for his going out with 
him, he took no care of it, but regarded him no more than 
if he had been a slave ; and, indeed, had I had my feet sound 
and strong, I had not deserted thee, for I could tlien have 
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made use of them in my flight : hpt this is not all the injury 
that Ziba has done me, as to my duty to thee, my lord and 
master, but he hath calumniated me beades, and told lies 
about me of his own invention ; but I know thy mind will 
not admit of such calumnies, but is righteously disposed, and 
a lover of truth, which it is also the will of God should pre- 
Yul. For when thou wast in the greatest danger of suffering 
by my grandfadier, and when, on that account, our whde 
family might justly have been destroyed, thou wast moderate 
and merciful, and didst then especially forget all those inju« 
ries, when, if thou hadst remembered them, thou hadsl the 
power of punishing us for them ; but thou hast judged me 
to be thy fKend, and has set me every day at thine own ta- 
ble ; nor have I wanted any thing wnich one of thine own 
kinsmen, of greatest esteem with thee, could have expected.^ 
When he had said this, David resolved neither to punish Me- 
phiboshcth, nor to condemn Ziba, as having belied his mas- 
ter ; but said to him, that as he had [before] granted all his 
estate to Ziba, because he did not come along with him, so 
he [now] promised to forgive him, and ordered that the one 
hall of his estate should be restored to him.* Whereupon 
Mephibosheth said, ** Nay, let Ziba take all ; it suffices me 
that thou hast recovered thy kingdom.'" 

4. But David desired Barzillai the Gileadite, that ^reat 
and good man, and one that had made a plentiful provinon 
for him at MahamuAi, and had conducted him as far as Jor- 
dan, to accompany him to Jerusalem, for he promised to 
treat him in his old age with all manner of respect ; would 
take care of him, and provide for him. But Barzillai was 
so desirous to live at home, that he entreated him to excuse 
him from attendance on him ; and said. That *^ his age was 
too great to enjoy the pleasures [of a court,] since he was 
fourscore years dd, and was therefore making provision for 
his death and burial ; so he desired him to gratify him iu this 
request, and dismiss him ; for that he had no relish of his 
meat or his drink, by reason of his age ; and that his ears 
were too much shut up to hear the sound of pipes, or the 
melody of other musical instruments, such as all those that 
live with kings delight in.^ When he entreated for this so 
earnestly, the king said, ** I dismiss thee ; but thou shalt grant 

* Ily DBTid*8 difponl of hidf Mephibo8heth*8 estate to Ziba, one would ima- 
gine that he was a good deal dissatisfied and doubtful whetlier Mephibosheth*s 
story were entirely true or sot Nor does David now invite him to diet with him, 
as he did before, but only forgives him, if he had been at all guilty. Nor is this 
odd way of mouming that MephibosheCh made use of here, and 2 Sam. xix, 24, 
wholly iVee from suspicion of hypocrisy. If Ziba neglected or refused to bring 
Mephibosheth an ass of his own, on which he might ride to David, it is hard to 
suppose that so great a man as he was should not be able to procure some other 
bent for the same purpnte. 
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me tby son Chimham, and upon him will I bestow all sorts of 
good things.^ So Barzillai left his son with him, and wor- 
shipped the king, and wished him a prosperous conclusion of 
all his afiairs according to his own mind, and then returned 
home ; but David came to Gilgal, having about him half the 
people [of Israel,] and the [whole] tribe of Judah. 

5. JNow the pnndpal men of the country came to Gilgal 
to him with a great multitude, and complained of the tribe 
of Judah, that they had come to him in a private manner; 
whereas they ought all conjointly, and with one and the same 
intention, to have given him the meeting. But the rulers of 
the tribe of Judah desired them not to be displeased, if they 
had been prevented by them ; for, said they, *^ We arc Da- 
▼id^B kinsmen, and on that account we the rather took care of 
him, and loved him, and so came first to him ; yet had they 
not, by their early coming, received any gifts from him which 
mieht give them who came last any uneasiness.^ When the 
rulers of the tribe of Judah had said thus, the rulers of tlie 
other tribes were not quiet, but said farther, ^* O, Ixethren, 
we cannot but wonder at you, when you call the king your 
kinsman alone ; whereas he that hath received from God the 
power over all of us in common, ought to be esteemed a 
Kinsman to us all ; for which reason the whole people have 
eleven * parts in him, and you but one part. We also are 
elder than you ; wherefore you have not done justly in com- 
ing to the icing in this private and concealed manner.'" 

6. While these rulers were thus disputing one with ano- 
ther, a certain wicked man, who took a pleasure in seditious 
practices, (his name was Slieba, the son of Bichri, of the 
tribe of Benjamin,) stood up in the midst of the multitude, 
and cried aloud, and spake thus to them : ^' We have no 
part in David, nor inheritance in the son of Jesse."" And 
when he had used ihosc words, he blew with a trumpet, and 
declared war against the king ; and they all left David, and 
followed him ; the tribe of Judah alone staid with liim, and 
settled him in his royal palace at Jerusalem. But as for his 
concubines, with whom Absalom his son had accompanied, 
truly he removed them to another house ; and ordered those 
that had the care of them to make a plentiful provision for 
them, but he came not near them any more. He also ap- 
pointed Auiasa for the captain of his roi'ces, and gave lum 

• I clearly^prefer Josq>hii»*8 reading here, wlicn it supposes eleven tribes, in- 
cluding Benjamin, to be on the one side, and the tribe of Judah alone on the 
other ; since Benjamin in general hod been still fonder of the house of Saul, and 
less finii to David hitherto tlian any of the rest, and so cannot be supposed to be 
Joined with Judah at this time to make it double, especially when the following 
rebellion was heafled by a Benjamitc. Sec sect. 0, and 2 Sam. xx, 2. 4. 
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the same high oflBce which Joab before had ; and he com- 
manded him to gather together, out of the tribe of Judah, as 
meat an army as he could, and come to him within three 
dajs, that he might deliver to him his entire army, and might 
S0id him to fight against [Sheba] the son of Bichri. Now, 
while Amasa was gone out, and made some delay in gather, 
ing the army together, and so was not yet returned ; on the 
third day the kmg said to Joab, ^* It is not fit we should 
make any delay in this afiair of Sheba, lest he get « numer- 
ous army about him, and be the occasion of greater mischief, 
and hurt oiir afifairs more than did Absalom himself; do not 
thou, therefore, wait any longer, but take such forces as thou 
hast at hand, and that [old] body of six hundred men, and 
thy brother Abishai with thee, and pursue after our enemy, 
and endeavour to fight him wheresoever thou canst overtake 
him. Make haste to prevent him, lest he seize upon some 
fenced cities, and cause us great labour and pains before we 
take him."" 

7. So Joab resolved to make no delay ; but taking with him 
his brother, and those six hundred men, and giving orders 
that the rest of the army which was at Jerusalem should 
follow him, he marched with great speed against Sheba; 
and when he was come to Gibeon, which is a village forty 
furlcmgs distant from Jerusalem, Amasa brought a great 
army with him, and met Joab. Now Joab was girded with 
a sword and his breastplate on ; and when Amasa came near 
him to salute him, he took particular care that his sword 
should fall out as it were of his own accord ; so he took it 
up from the ground, and while he Approached Amasa, who 
was then near him, as though he would kiss him, he took 
held of Amasa's beard with his other hand, and he smote 
him in his belly when he did not foresee it, and slew him. 
This impious and altogether profane action Joab did to a 
young man, and his kinsman, and one that had done him no 
mjury, and this out of jealousy that he would obtain the chief 
command of the army, and be in equal dignity with himself 
about the king ; and for the same cause it was that he killed 
Abner. But as to that former wicked action, the death of 
his brother Asahel, which he seemed to revenge, aiForded 
him a decent pretence, and made that crime a pardonable 
one ; but in this murder of Amasa there was no such cover- 
ing for it. Now when Joab had killed this general, he pur- 
sued after Sheba, having left a. man with the dead body, who 
was ordered to proclaim aloud to the army, that Amasa was 
justly slain, and deservedly punished. But, said he, if you 
be for the king, follow Joab his general, and Abishai Joab's 
brother : but because the body lay on the road, and all the 

VOL. I. B B 
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multitude came running to it, and, as is usual with the mul- 
titude, stood wondering a great while at it, he that guarded 
it removed it thence, and carried it to a certain place that was 
very remote from the road, and there laid it» and covered it 
with liis garment. When this was done, all the people fol- 
lowed Joab. Now as lie pursued Sheba through all the coun- 
try of Israel, one told him that he was in a strong dty called 
AoeU^eth-fnaadiah ; hereii)X)n Joab went thither, and sal 
about it with his army, and cast up a bank round it, and or- 
dered his soldiers to undermine the wall&» and Co overthrow 
them ; and since the people in the city did not adinit him, he 
was greatly displeased at. them. 

8. Now there was a woman of small account, and yet both 
wise and intelligent, who seeing her native dty lying at the 
last extremity, ascended upon the wall, and, by means of the 
armed men, called for Joab ; and when lie came to her, she 
began to say, that ^^ God ordained kings and generals of 
armies, that they might cut of!* the enemies of the Hebrews, 
and intrcxluce an universal peace among them ; but thou art 
endeavouring to overthrow and depopulate a metropolis of 
the Israelites, which hath been guilty of no offence.^ But 
he replied, *^ God continue to be merciful unto nie ; I am 
disposed to avoid killing any one of the people, much less 
would I destroy such a city as this ; and if they viU deliver 
me up Sheba, the son of Bichri, who hath reoellcd against 
the king, I will leaye ofi' the siege, and withdraw the «rmy« 
from the place.*" Now as soon as the woman heard what 
Joab said, she desired him to intermit the siege for a little 
while, for that he should have the head of his enemy thrown 
out to him presently. So she went down to the dtizens, and 
said to them, '^ Will you be so wicked as to perish miserably, 
with your children and wives, for the sake of a vile fellow, 
and one whom nobody knows who he is ? And will you have 
him for your king instead of David, who hath been so great 
a benefactor to you, and oppose your dty alone to such a 
nighty and strong army ?^ So she prevailed with them, and 
Ihev cut off the head of Sheba,^ and threw it into Joab^s army. 
When this was done, the king's general sounded a retreat, 
and raised the siege. And when he was come to Jerusalem, 
he was again appointed to be general of all the people. The 
king also constituted Bengali captain of the guards and of 
the six hundred men. He also set Adorani over the tribute, 
and Sabathes and Achilaus over the records. He made 
Sheva the scribe ; and appointed Zadok and Abiathar the 
high-priests. 
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CHAP. XII. 

How the Hebrews were delivered Jrom a Famine when the 
Gibeonites had caused Punishment to he inflicted Jbr those 
of them that had been slain. As also, what great Actions 
were perjbrmed against the Philistines by David, and the 
Men of Valour aSout him. 

§1. Afteb this, when the countj'y was greatly afflicted with 
a faminet David besought God to have mercy on the people, 
and to diBcover to him what was the cause of it, and how a 
remedy might be found for that distemper. And when the 
prophets answered, *' that Grod would have the Gibeonites 
avenged, whom Saul the king was so wicked as to betray to 
tlau^ter^ and had not observed the oath which Joshua the 
general and the senate had sworn to them. If, therefore^ 
said God, the king would permit such vengeance to be taken 
for those that were slain, as the Gibeonites should desire, he 
promised that he would be reconciled to them, and free the 
multitude from their miseries.^ As soon, therefore^ as the 
kiog understood that this it was which God sought, he sent 
tot the Gibeonites, and asked them, What it was they would 
have ? and when thev desired to have seven sons of Saul de- 
livered to them, to be punished, he deliv^^ them up, but 
spared Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan. So when the 
jGibeonites had receiv^ the men, they punished them as they 
pleased ; upon which God began to send rain, and to recover 
the earth to bring forth its fruits as usual, and to free it from 
the foregoing drought, so that the country of the Hebrews 
flourished again. A little afterward^ the king made war 
against the Philistines ; and when he had ioined battle with 
them, and put them to flight, he was left alone, as he was in 
pursuit of them ; and when he was quite tired down, he was 
seen by one of the enemy — ^his name was Achmon, the son 
of Araph ; he was of the sons of the ^ants. He had a spear, 
the handle of which weighed three hundred shekels, and a 
breast-plate of chaio-work, and a sword. He turned back, 
and ran violently to slay [David] their enemy^s king, for he 
was quite tired out with labour ; but Abishai, JoaVs brother, 
appeared on the sudden, and protected the king with his 
shield, as he lay down, and slew the enemy. Now the mul- 
titude were very uneasy at these dangers of the king, and that 
lie was very near to be slain ; and the rulers made nim swear 
that he would no more go out with them to battle, lest he 
should come to some CTpat misfortune by his courage and 
boldness, and thereby deprive the people of the benefits they 
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these three performed. Now at the time wh^ the king ms 
once at Jerusalem, and the army of the Philistines came upon 
him to fight him, David went up to the top of the citadel, as 
we have already sud, to inquire of God concerning the bat- 
tie, while the enemy^s camp lay in the valley that extends to 
the city jBethlehem, which is twenty furlongs distant from Je- 
rusalem. Now David sud to his companions, *< We have 
excellent water in my own city, especially that which is in 
the pit near the gate,^ wondering if any one would bring 
him some of it to drink ; but he said, that ** he would rather 
have it than a great deal of money.'" When these three 
men heard what he sud, they ran away immediately, an4 
burst through the midst of their enemy^s camp, and came to 
Bethlehem ; and when they had drawn the water, they return- 
ed again through the enemy^s camp to the king, insomuch 
that the Philistines were so surprised at their boldness and 
alacrity that they were quiet, and did nothing against them, 
OS if they despised their small number. But when the water 
was brought to the king, he would not drink it, saying, that 
f^ it was brought by the danger and the blood of men, and 
ih$i it was not proper on that account to drink it.^ But he 
poured it out to God, and gave him thanks for the salvation 
of the men. Next to these were Abidiai, Joab^s brother ; Ibr 
he in one day slew &ax hundred. The fifth o{ these was 
Benaiah, by lineage a priest, for being challenged by [two] 
eminent men in the country of Moab, he overcame them by 
his vaknir. Moreover, there was a man, by nation an Egjrp^ 
tian, who was of a vast bulk, and challenged him; yet didne^ 
when he was unarmed, kill him with his own spear, which he 
threw at him, for he caught him by force, and took away his 
weapons, while he was alive and fighting, and slew him with 
his own weapons. One may also add this to the fore-men* 
tioned actions of the same man, either as the principal at 
them in alacrity, or as resembling th^ rest. When God sent 
a snow, there was a lion who slipped and fell into a certain 
jnt, and because the pit^s mouth was narrow, it was evident he 
would perish, being enclosed with the snow ; so when he saw 
no way to get out and save himself, he roared. When Be- 
naiah neara the wild beast, he went towards him, and coming 
at the noise he made, he went down into the mouth of the 
pit, and smote him as he struggled, with a stake that lay 
there, and immediately slew him. The other thirty-threc 
yrcre like these in valour also. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

That when David had numbered the People^ they were 
punished ; and how the Divine Cofnpasition restrained that 
Punishment. 

§ 1. Now king David was desirous to know how many ten 
uiousands there were of the people, but forgot the commands 
of Mosest* who told them beforehand, tliat if the multitude 
were numbered, they should pay half a shekel to Grod for 
every head. Accordingly, the king commanded Joab, the 
cflqptain of his host, to go and number the whole multitude ( 
but when he said there was no necessity for such a numera- 
tion, he was not persuaded [to countermand it,j but he en- 
joined him to make no delay, but to go about the numbering 
of the Hebrews immediately. So Joab took with him the 
heads of the tribes, and the scribes, and went over the coua^ 
try of die Israelites, and took notice how numerous the mul- 
titude were, and returned to Jerusalem to the king, after nine 
months and twenty days ; and he gave in to the king the num- 
ber of the people, without the tribe of Benjamin, for he bad 
not yet numbered that tribe, no more than the tribe of Levi; 
for the king repented of having sinned against God. Now 
the number of the rest of the Israelites was nine hundred' 
thousand men, who were ^Ue to bear arms ^nd go to war ; 

* The wordi of Ood bj Motet, Exod. zzx, 12, tufRcientlj justify the reatoii 
hen givtn by Jotephiu for die great plague mentioned in this chi^>tar, *' When 
thou takett die sum of the children of Israel, after their number, then shall thejr 
giTe every man a ransom for his soul unto the Lord, when thou numberett them, 
that there be no plague amongst them when thou nmnberest them.** Nor, in- 
deed, could I>and*t or the Sanhedrim*s negleet of executing this law at this nn- 
meration, excuse the people, who ought stm to have brought their bounden ob- 
ladon of half a shekel a^piece with them, when they came to be numbered. Tha 
great reason why nations are so constantly punished by and with their wicked 
Irings and governors, is this, that they almost constantly comply with than in 
their neglect of, or disobedi e nce to the Divine laws, and suffer those Divine laws 
to go into disuse or contempt, in order to please those wicked kings and go. 
vemors ; and that they submit to several wicked political laws and commands of 
those kings and govetnon, instead of the righteous laws of CkkL, which all man* 
kind oug^t ever to obey, let their kings iaA. gov^nors say what they please Co 
the contrary ; this preference of human before Divine laws seeming to me the 
principal character of idolatrous or andchristian nations. Accordingly, Josephus 
well observes, Antiq. B. iv, chap, riii, sect. 17, that it was the duty A die people 
of Israd to take care that their kings, when they should have them, did not ex. 
ceed their proper limits of power, and prove ungovernable by the laws of God, 
which would certainly be a most pernicious thing to their Divine setdement.—. 
Nor do I think that negligence peculiar to the Jews ; those nadons which are 
called Gbristians are sometimes, indeed, very solicitous to restrain their kings and 
governors from breaking the human laws of their several kingdoms, but without 
the like care for restraining them from breaking the laws of God. ^^ MHiether it 
be right, in the sight of God, to hearken unto men more than to God, judge ye. 
Acts iv, ^9. " Wc iMi^ to obey Ood radier than men,'' verse 89* 
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but the tribe of Judah, by iiself, was four hundred thousand 
men. 

2. Now when the prophets had signified to David that Goijl 
was angry at him, he began to entreat him, and to desire he 
would be merciful to him, and forgive his sin. But God sent 
Nathan the prophet to him, to propose to him the election 
of three things, that he might choose which he liked best ; 
<< Whether he would have a famine come upon the country 
for seven years ? or would have a war, and be subdued three 
months by hb^enemies ? or whether God should send a pes- 
uience and a distemper upon the Hebrews for three days ?" 
But as he was fallen to a fatal choice of great miseries, be 
was in trouble, and sorely confounded ; and when the pn>- 

Ehet had sidd that he must of necessity make his choice, and 
ad ordered him to answer quickly, that he might declaim 
what he had chosen to God, the king reasoned with himself, 
that in case he should ask for famine, he would appear to do 
it for others, and without danger to himself, since he had a 
great deal of com hoarded up, but to the harm of others ; 
that in case he should choose to be overcome [by his ene* 
mies] for three months, he would appear to have chosen war, 
because he had valiant men about mm, and strongholds, and 
that, therefore, he feared nothing therefrom : so he diose that 
affliction which is common to kings and to their subjects, and 
in which the fear was equal on aH sides ; and said this before- 
hand, that *< it was much better to fall into the hands of God, 
than into those of his enemies.^ 

S. When the prophet had heard this, he declared it to 
God ; who thereupon sent a pestilence and a mortality upon 
the Hebrews ; nor did they die after one and the same man- 
ner, nor so that it was easy to^now what the distemper was. 
Now, the miserable disease was one indeed, but it carried 
them off by ten thousand causes and occasions, which those 
that were afflicted could not understand ; for one died upon 
the neck of another, and the terrible malady seized them be- 
fore they were aware, and brought them to their end suddenly, 
some giving up the ghost immediately with very great pains 
and bitter gnef, and some were worn away by their dis- 
tempers, and had nothing remaining to be buried, but as soon 
as ever they fell, were entirely macerated ; some were chdked, 
and greatly lamented their case, as being also stricken with a 
sudden darkness ; some there were, who, as they were burv- 
ing a relation, fell down dead* without finishing the rites of 
th« funeral. Now there perished of this disease, which be- 

* Whence Joeephus took these hii distinct and mehmcholy accounts of the 
P M tiniU r symptoms, and most miserable methods of dying in this terrible pesti- 
KO€€i we caimot am tell, our other copies aflRifding us no such accounts. 
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gan with the morning, and lasted till the hour of dinner, 
seventy thousatid. Nay, the angel stretched out his hand 
over Jerusalem, as send^g this terrible judgment upon it. 
But David had put on sacKdoth, and lay upon the ground, 
entreating God, and begging that the distemper might now 
cease, and that he woula be satisfied with those that had 
already perished. And when the king looked up into the air, 
and saw the angel'carried along thereby unto Jerusalem, with 
his sword drawn, he said to God, that <* he might justly be 
punished who was their shepherd, but that the sheep ought 
to be preserved, as not having sinned at all ; and he implored 
God that he would send his wrath upon him, and upon all 
his family, but spare the people.^ 

4. When Grod heard h'ls supplication, he caused the pesti- 
lence to cease ; and sent Gad tne prophet to him, and com- 
manded him to go up immediately to the thrashing-floor of 
Araunah the Jebusite, and build an altar there to God, and 
offer sacrifices. When David heard that, he did riot neglect 
his duty, but made haste to the place appointed him. Now 
Araunah was thrashing wheat ; and when he saw tlie king 
and all his servants coming to him, he ran before, and came 
to him, and worshipped him. He was by his lineage a Jebu- 
site, but a particular friend of David'^s ; and for that cause it 
was, that when he overthrew the city, he did him no harm, 
as we informed the reader a little before. Now Araunah in- 
quired, *• Wherefore is my lord come to his servant ? "" He 
answered, *< To buy of him the thrashing-floor, that he might 
therein build an dtar to God, and offer a sacrifice.^ He 
replied, that <* he freely gave him both the thrashing-floo^, 
and the ploughs and the o&en, for a burnt-offering; and he 
besought Grod graciously tq accept his sacrifice.^ But the 
king made answer, That he took his ^nerosity and magna- 
nimity kindly, and accepted his good-will, but he desired him 
to take the price of them all, for that it was not just to offer 
a sacrifice tnat cost nothing. And when Araunah said, he 
would do as he pleased, he bought the thrashing-floor of 
him for fifty shekels. And when he had built an altar, he 
performed divine service, and brought a burnt-offering, and 
offered peao&offerings also. With these God was pacified, 
and became gracious to them again. Now it happened that 
Abraham came and offered his son Isaac for a burnt-offering 
at that very place ; * and when the youth was ready to have 

* What Josephiu adds here it veij remarkable, that this Mount Moriah waa 
not only the very plaee where Abraham offtred up Isaac long ago, but that Ood 
had tamtM to David by a prophet, that here his son should build him a temple, 
which is not directly in any of our other oopics, though very agreeable to what is 
in them, particularly in I Chron. zxi,-26, 28 ; and xxii, 1, to which places I re- 
fer the leader. 
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his throat cut, a ram appeared on a sudden, standing by ihe 
altar, which Ahraham Bacrificed in the stead of his son, as we 
have before related. Now when king David saw that Grod 
had heard his praver, and had graciously accepted of his oa- 
cri6cc, he resolved to call that entire place the altar ttf all the 

riple, and to build a temple to God there. Which words 
uttered very appositely to what was to be done afterward; 
for God sent the prophet to him, and told him, that there 
should his son build him an altar, that son who was to take 
ihe kingdom after him. 



That David made great Preparati<msjbr the House qfGod ; 
and that, upon AdonijaK't Attempt to gain the Kingdom, 
he appointed Solomon to reign. 

§ 1. After the delivery of this prophecy, the king com- 
manded the strangers to be oumbeKd, and they were found 
to be one hundred and eighty thousand ; of these he appoint- 
ed fourscore thousand to be ncwers of stone, and the rest of 
the multitude to carry the stones, and of them he set over the 
workmen three thousand and five hundred. He also pre- 
pared a great quantity of iron and brass for the work, with 
many, and those exceeding lai^, cedar-trees— the Tyrians 
' and Stdonians sendiog them tu him ; for he had sent to them 
for a supply of those trees. And he told his friends, that 
these things were now prepared, that he might leave materials 
ready for the building of the temple to his son, who was to 
rdgn after him, and that he might not have them to seek then, 
when he was very young, and by reason of his age unskilful 
in such matters, but might have them lying by him, and so 
might the more readily complete the work. 

2. So l>avid called his son Solomon, and charged him, 
when he had received the kingdom, to build a temple to 
God ; and said, " I was willing to build God a temple my- 
self, but he prolubited me, because I was polluted with blood 
and Wars; but he hath foretold, that Solomon niy youngest 
' ~^ should build him a temple, and should be called by thai 
le ; over whom he hath promised to take the like care as 
thcr takes over his son ; and that he would make the coun- 
f the Hebrews happy under him, and that not only in 
: respects, but by giving it peace, and freedom from 
aid from internal seditions, which arc the greatest of 
Since, therefore,^ says he, " thou wast ordained 
I Itiuself before thou wast Ixmi, endeavour to 
f worthy of this his providence, as in other in- 
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stances, so particularly in being religious^ and righteaioy and 
coun^eous. Keep thou also bia commands and bis laws,' 
which he hath given us by Moses, and' do not permit others 
to break them. Be zealous also to dedicate to God a tern- 
pie, which he hath chosen to be built under thy reign ; nor 
DC thou affrighted by the vastness of the work, nor set about 
it timorously, for I will make all things ready before I die. 
And take notice, that there are already ten thousand talents 
of gold, and an hundred thousand talents of silver,* collected 
together. I have also laid together brass apd iron without 
number, and an immense quantity of timber and of stones. 
Moreover, thou hast many ten thousand stone-cutters and 
carpenters ; and if thou shalt want anything farther, do thou 
add somewhat of thine own. Wherefore, if thou performest 
this work, thou wilt be acceptable to Grod, and have him for 
thy patron.^ David also farther exhorted the rulers of the 
people to assist his son in this biulding, and to attend to the 
divine service, wh^n they should be free from ail their mis- 
fortunes; for that they by this means should enioy, instead of 
them^ peace and a happy settlement, with which blessings 
God rewards such men as are reli^ous and riffhteous. He 
also gave orders, that when the temple should be once built, 
they should put the ark therein, with the holy vessels ; and 
he assured them, that they ought to have had a temple long 
ago, if their fathers had not l)een negligent of Groans com- 
mands, who had given it in charge, that when they had got 
the possesuon of this land, they should build him a temple. 
Thus did David discourse to the governors, and to his son. 

S. David was now in years, and his' body by length of time^ 
was become cold and benumbed, insomuch that he could get 
no heat by covering himself with many clothes. And when 
the physicians came together, th^ agreed to thb advice, that 
a b^utiful virgin, chosen out of the whole country, should 
sleep by the king*s side, and that this damsel would commu- 
nicate beat to bun, and be a remedy against his numbness. 
Now there was found in the city one woman, of a superior 
beauty to all other women, (her name was Abishag^) who 
sleeping with the king did no more than communicate warmth 
to him, for he was so old that he could not know her as a 
husband knows his wife. » But of this woman we shall speak 
more presently. 

4. Now the fourth son of David's was a beautiful young 
-man, and tall, born to him of Haggith his wife. He was 
luuned Adonijahy and was in his dispoation like to Absalom; 
and exalted himself, as hoping to be icing, and told his friends 
that he ought to take the government upon him. He also 

* Of the quantity of gold and-jllTer expended in the building of Solonum*H 
.tfmple, and whcnee it arose, see the dei c ript ioa of the temple, chi^ xiiL 
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prqmred many chariots, and horses, and fifty men to run be- 
fore him. When his father saw this, he did not reprove him, 
nor restrain him from his purpose, nor did he go so far as to 
ask wherefore he did so ? Now Adonijah had for his assist- 
ants, Joab, the captain of the army, and Abiathar the hifl^h- 
priest ; and the only persons that opposed him were ZaSok 
the high-priest, and the prophet Nathan, and fienaiah^ who 
was captaui of the guards, and Shimei, David'^s friend, with 
all the other most mighty me(i Now Adonijah had prepared 
a supper out of the city, near the fountain that was in the 
king s paradise, and had invited all his brethren except Solo* 
mon, and had taken with him Joab, the captain of the army^ 
and Abiathar, and the rulers of the tribe of Judah ; but had 
invited to this feast neither Zadok the high-priest, nor Na» 
than the prophet, nor Benaiah, the captain of the guards, 
nor any oi those of the contrary party. This matter was told 
by Nathan the prophet to Batnsheba, Solomon's mother, 
tnat Adonijah was kmg, and that David knew nothing of it ; 
and he adrised het to save herself, and her son Solomon, 
and to go by herself to David, and say to him, that ^< he 
had indeed sworn that Solomon should reign after him, but 
that, in the meantime, Adonijah had already taken the king- 
dom." He said, that he, the prophet himself, would oome 
after her, and when she liad spoken thus to the king, would 
confiim what she had said. Accordingly, Bathsheba amed 
with Nathan, and went in to the king, and worshipped him ; 
and when she had desired leave to speak with him, she told 
him all things in the manner that Nathan had suggested to 
her ; and related what a supper Adonijah had made, and who 
they were whom he had invited, Abiathar the high-priest, and 
Joab, the general, and David's sons, excepting Solomon and 
his intimate friends. She also said, that ** all the pebpk 
had their eyes upon him, to know whom he would choose for 
their king." She desired him also to consider, how, after his 
departure, Adonijah, if he were king, would slay her, and 
her son Solomon. 

5. No^ as Bathsheba was speaking, the keepers of the 
king's chambers told him, that Nathan desired to see him. 
And when the king had commanded that he should be ad- 
mitted, he came in, and asked him, whether he had ordained 
Adonijah to be king, and delivered the government to him 
or not ? for that he had made a splendid supper, and invited 
all his sons, except Solomon ; as also, that he had invited 
Joab, the captain of his host [and Abiathar the high-priest,1 
who are feasting withN applauses, and many joyful sounds ol 
instruments, and wish that his kingdom may last for ever ; 
but he hath not invited me, nor Zadok the high-priest, nor 
Benaiah the captain of the guards ; and it b but fit that all 
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should know whether this be (kme by thy approbation or 
not.. YiHien Nathan had said thus, the kuig comnuinded that 
they should call Bathsheba to him, for she had gone out of 
the room when the prophet came. And when Bathsheba 
was come, David said, *^ 1 swear by Almighty God, that thy 
son Solomon shall certainly be king, as I formerly swore, 
and that he shall sit upon my throne, and that this very day 
alsa^ So Bathsheba worshipped him, and wished him a 
long life : and the king sent tor Zadok the high-priest, and 
Benaiah the captain of the guards; and when they were 
come, he ordered them to take with them Nathan the pro^ 
phet, and all the armed men about the palace, and to set his 
son Solomon upon the king^s mule, and to carry him out of 
the dty to the foimtain calkd Gihon^ and to anoint him there 
with the holy.oil, and to make him king. This he charged 
Zadok the high-priest, and Nathan the prophet, to do ; and 
commanded them to folbw Solomon through the midst of 
the city, and to sound the trumpets, and wish aloud, that 
^< Solomon the king may sit upon the royal throne for ever,^ 
that so all the people may know that he is ordained king by 
his father. He also gave Solomon a charge concerning his 
government, to rule the whole nation of the Hebrews, and 
particularly the tribe of Judah, religiously and righteously. 
And when Benaiah had prayed to Grod to be favourable to 
Solomon, without any delay they set Solomon upon the mule, 
and brought him out of the city to the fountain, and anointed 
him with the oil, and brought him into the city again, with 
acclamations and wishes that his kingdom might continue a 
long time ; and when they had introduced him mto the king^s 
house, they set him upon the throne. Whereupon all the 
people betook themselves to make merry, and to celebrate a 
festival, dancing, and delighting themselves with musical 
pipes, till both the earth and the air echoed with the multitude 
of the instruments of music. 

6. Now when Adonijah and his guests perceived this noise, 
they were in disorder ; and Joab the captain of the host said, 
<< He was not pleased with these echoes, and the sound of 
these trumpets.^ And when supper was set before them, 
nobody tasted of it, but they were all very thoughtful what 
should be the matter. Then Jonathan the son of Abiathar 
the high-priest came running to them ; and when Adonijah 
saw the young man gladly, and said to him that he was a 
good messenger, he declared to them the whole matter about 
Solomon, and the determination of king David; hereupon 
both Adonijah and all his guests rose hastily from the feast, 
and every one fled to their own homes. Adonijah also, as 
afraid of the king for what he had done, became a supplicant 
to God, and took hold of the hom^ of the altar, whicn were 
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prooiineot It was also told Solomon that he had so done ; 
and that he dedred to receive assuranoes firom him, that he 
woidd not remember tlie injury he had done, and not inflict 
any severe punishment for it Solomon answered yeiy mildl j 
and prudently, that ^^ he forgave him this his offenoe ; but 
said withal, that if he were found out in any attempt for new 
innovations, that he would be the author oi his own punish- 
ment.'^ So he sent to him, and raised him up from the place 
of .his supplication. And when he was come to the king, 
and had worshipped him, the king bid him go away to his own 
house, and have no suspicion of any harm ; and desired him 
to show himself a worthy man, as what would tend to his 
own advantage. 

7. But David being desirous of ordaining his son king of 
ail the people, called together their rulers to Jerusalem, with 
the priests and the Levites ; and having first numbered the 
Levites, he found them to be thirty^ght thousand, from 
thirty years old to fifty ; out of which he appointed twenty- 
three thousand to take care of the building oi the temple, and 
out of the same, six thousand to be judges of the people 
and scribes, four thousand for porters to tne house of God, 
and as many for singers, to sing to the instruments which Da^ 
vid had prepared, as we have said already. He divided them 
also into courses; and when he had separated the priests 
from them, he found of these priests twenty-four courses, 
sixteen of the house of Eleazar, and agbt of that of Ithamar ; 
and he ordmned, that one course should minister to God 
eight days, from Sabbath to Sabbath. And tlius were the 
courses distributed by lot, in the presence of David, and Za- 
dok and Abiathar the high-priests, and of all the rulers ; and 
that course which came up first was written down as the first, 
and accordingly the second, and so on to the twenty«fourth ; 
and this partition hath remained to this day. He also made 
twenty-four parts of the tribe of Licvi ; and when they cast 
lots, they came up in the same manner for their courses of 
eight days. He also honoured the posterity of Moses, and 
made them the keepers of the treasures of God, and of the 
donations which the king dedicated. He also ordained, that 
all the tribe of Levi, as well as the priests, should serve Crod 
tught and day, as Moses had enjoined them. 
ii '& After this he parted the entire army into twelve parts, 
drith their leaders, [and captains of hundreds,] and oom- 
"erg. Now every part had twenty-four thousand, wliich 
ordered to wait on Solomon, by thirty days at a time, 
the first day to the last, with the captains of thousands 
-captains of hundreds. He also set rulers over every 
'^gtyMch as he knew to be good and righteous men. He 
j^ll^^llpjbo to take care of tlie treasures, and of the viU 




CHAP. XIV. ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. SSS 

lages, and of the fields, and of the beasts, whose names I do 
not think it necessary to mention. When David had ordered 
all these offices after the manner before mentioned^ he called 
the rulers of the Hebrews, and tUeir heads of tribes, and the 
officers over the several divisions, and those that were appoint- 
ed over every work, and every possession ; and standing upon 
a high pulpit, he said to the multitude as follows : ^< My 
brethren, and my people, I would have you know, that I in- 
tended to build a house for God, and prepared a large quan- 
tity of gold, and a hundred thousand taJents of silver, but 
God prohibited me by the prophet Nathan, because of the 
wars I had on your account, and because my right hand was 
pcdluted with the slaughter of our enemies ; but ne command- 
ed that my son, who was to succeed me in the kingdom, 
should buUd a temple for him. Now, therefore, since you 
know that of the twelve sons whom Jacob our forefather had^ 
Judah was appointed to be king, and that I was preferred be- 
fore my six brethren, and received the government from God, 
and that none of them were uneasy at it, so do I also desire 
that my sons be not seditious one agunst another, now Solo- 
mon has received the kingdom, but to bear him cheerfully 
for their lord, as knowing that God hath chosen him ; for it 
is not a grievous thing to obey even a foreigner as a ruler, if 
it be Gcd's will, but it is fit to rejoice when a bh>ther hath 
obtained that dignity, since the rest partake of it with him. 
And I pray that the promises of Groa may be fulfilled ; and 
that this happiness which he hath promised to bestow upon 
king Solonum, over all the country, may continue therein for 
all time to come. And these promises, O scm, will be firm, 
and come to a happy end, if thou showest thyself to be a re- 
ligious and a righteous man, and an observer of the laws of 
thy country ; but if not, expect adversity upon thy disobedi- 
ence to them.^ 

9. Now when the king had said this, he left ofi^, but gave 
the descripUon and pattern of the building of the temple in 
the sight of them all to Solomon ; of the foundations and of 
the chahibers, inferior and superior, how many they were to 
be, and how large in height and in breadth ; as also he deter- 
mined the weight of the golden and silver vessels ; moreover, 
he earnestly excited them with his words, to use the utmost 
alacrity about the work ; he exhorted the rulers also, and par- 
ticularly the tribe of Levi, to as^st him, both because ot his 
youth, and because God had chosen him to take care of the 
Duilding of the temple, and of the government of the king- 
dom. He also declared to them that the work would be easy, 
and not very lalrarious to them, because he had prepared for 
it many talents of gold, and more of silver, with timber, and a 
great many carpenters and stone-cutters, and a large quantity 
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of emeralds, and all sorts of precious ttaaea and he said, that 
even now lie would give of the proper goods (^ bis own do- 
minion two hundred talents ana three hundred other talents 
of pure gold, for ihe most holy place, and for the chariiM (tf 
God, the cherubim, which are to stand over and cover the 
ark. Now, when David had done Bpeakin^, there appeared 
great alacrity among ^e rulers, and the pnests, and the Le- 
Tites, who now contributed and made great and splendid pro- 
mises for a future contribution ; for they undertook to brins 
of gold iivc thousand talents, and ten thousand drachma, and 
of silver ten thousand talents, and many ten thousand talents 
of iron ,- and if any one had a precious stone he brought it, 
and bequeathed it to be put among the treasures ; cf which 
Jochiel, one of the postenty of Moses, had the care. 

10. Upon this occasion all the people rejoiced, as in par- 
ticular did David, when he saw the zeal and forward ombitioa 
of the rulers, and the priests, and of all the rest ; and he be- 
gan to bless God, with a loud voice, calling him " the Fath^ 
and Parent of the universe, and the Author of human and 
divine things, with which he had adorned Solomon, the pa- 
troo and guardian of the Hebrew nation, and of its happiness, 
and of that kingdom which he hath given his son. Betddes 
this, he prayed for happiness to all the people ; and to Solo- 
mon his soUj a sound and a righteous mind, and con6rmed in 
all sorts of virtue ;" and then he commanded the mulutude 
to bless God. Upon which they fell down upon the ground, 
and worshipped him. They also gave thanks to David, oa 
account of all the blessings which they had received eva 
since he had taken the kingdom. On the next day he prc- 
BCDted sacrifices to God, a thousand bullocks, and as maoy 
lambs, which they offered for burnt-offerings. They also of- 
fered peace.offerings, and slew many tea thousand sacrifices ; 
and the king feasted all day, together with all the people; 
and they anointed Solomon a second time with the ul, and 
appointed him to be king, and Zadok to be the high-priest of 
the whole multitude. And when they had brought Solomon 
to the royal palace, and had set him upon his father's throoe, 
tliey were obedient to Inm from that day. 



CHAP. XV. 

What Charge David gave to his Son SoUmtm, at the, Av- 
jirOm-k ^ his Death; antl lioxc many Things Itele/ihim 
Jt>r the Building of the Temple. 

1. A LITTLE afterward David also fell into a distemper, 

- OH of his age; and perceiving that he was near to 

he called his son S<uomon, and discoursed to him 
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thus : ^^ I am now, O my son, going to my grave and to my 
fathers, which is the common way which all men that now 
are, or shall be hereafter, must to ; from which way it is no 
loneer possible to return, and to Know any thing that is done 
in mis world. On which account I exhort thee, while I am 
still alive, though already very near to death, in the same 
manner as I have formerly said in my advice to thee, to be 
righteous towards thy subjects, and religious towards God, 
that hath given thee thy kingdom ; to observe his commands, 
and his laws, which he hath sent us by Moses ; and neither 
do thou, out df favour nor flattery, allow any lust or other 
passion to weigh with the^, to disregard them ; for if thou 
transgressest his laws, thou wilt lose the favour of God, and 
thou wilt turn away his providence from thee in all things ; 
but if thou behave thyself so as it behoves thee, and as I ex- 
hort thee, thou wilt preserve our kingdom to our family, and 
no other house will bear rule over the Hebrews, but we our- 
pelves, for all ages. Be thou also mindful of the transgres- 
aions of Joab,* the captain of the host, who hath slain two 
generals out of envy, and those righteous and good men, 
Abner the son of Ner, and Amasa the son of Jether, whose 
death do thou aven^ as shall seem good to thee, since Joab 
bath been too hard ror me, and more potent than myself, and 
so hath escaped punishment hitherto. I alsq commit to thee 
the sons of Barzillai the (Grileadite, whon)} in order to gratify 
me, thou shalt have in great hcmour, and take great care of; 
£or we Iiave not done ^ood to him first, but we only repay that 
debt which we owe his father, for what ho' did to me m my 
flight. There is alsd Shimei, the son of Gera, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, who, after he had cast many reproaches upon me^ 
when, in my flight, I was going to Mahonaun, met me at Jor- 

* David in here greatly bUuned by tome for ireoaoiweodiDg Joab and Shimei 
to be punished by Solomon, if he ooiud find a proper occasion, after he had borne 
with tne first a long while, and seemed to have pardoned the other entirely, which 
fioloDum execatcd aoccordingly ; yet I aumot disoeni any An4t cither in David or 
SoknnoD in these cas«s. Joab's murder of Abner and Amcsa were very barbar. 
ous, and could not properly be forgiven either by David or Solomon ; for a dis- 
pensing power in kings for the crime of wilful murder is warranted by no law of 
God, nay, is directly agaiast it everywhere ; nor is it, for certain, in the power of 
men to grant such a presogative to any of their kings. Though Joab was so near- 
ly related to David, and 90 potent in the anny under a wariike administration, 
ttiat David durst not himself put hhn to death, 2 Sam. iii, 39, and xi^ , 7, Shi- 
mei*s curting the Lord't amAnUd^ and this without any just cause, was the hi^. 
ait act of treason against God and his anointed king, and justly deserved death ; 
md though David could forgive treason against biiniiclf, yet had he done no more 
in the case of Shimei than promised him that he would not theiiy on die day of 
h'ls return and re-inaugnration, or upon that occasion, himself put him to death, 
2 Sam. xix, 22, and he swore to him no farther, v. 23, as the words arc in Jo- 
aephus, tlum that he would not ihtn put him to deatli, which he performed ; nor 
was Solomon under any obligation to spaK such a traitoip 
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dan, and received assurances that he should then suffer nothing. 
Do thou now seek out for some just occasion, and punish him.^ 

S. When David had given these admonitions to his son 
about public affairs, and about his friends, and about those 
whom he knew to deserve punishment, he died, h»rin^ lived 
seventy years, and reigned seven years and six months in He- 
bron over the tribe of Judah, ana thirty-three years in Jeru- 
salem over all the country. This man was of an excellent 
character, and was endowed with all the virtues that were desif- 
able in a kins, and in one that had the preservation of so many 
tribes committed to him ; for he was a man of valour in a very 
extraordinary degree, and went readily and first of all into 
dangers, when he was to fight for his subjects, as exciting the 
soldiers to action by his own labours, and fighting foi^them, 
and not by commanding them in a despotic way. He was 
also of very great abilities in understanding, and apprehension 
of present and future circumstances, when he was to manage 
any affairs. He was prudent and moderate, and kind to such 
as were under any calamities ; he was righteous and humane, 
which are good qualities, peculiarly fit for kings ; nor was he 
guilty of any offence in the exercise of so great an authority, 
but in the business of the wife of Uriah. He also left behind 
him greater wealth than^ny other king, either of the Hebrews 
or of other nations ever did. 

3. He was buried by his son Solomon in Jerusalem, with 
great magnificence, and with all the other funeral pomp whidi 
kings use to be buried with. Moreover, he haa great and 
immense wealth buried with him, the vastness of which may 
be easily conjectured at by what I shall now say ; for a thou- 
sand and three hundred years afterwards, Hyrcanus the high- 
priest, when he was besieged by Antiochus, that was called 
the Ptou^y the son of Demetrius, and was desirous of giving 
him money to get him to raise the siege, and draw off his ar- 
my, and having no other method of compassing the money, 
opened one room of David's sepulchre, and t<x>k out three 
thousand talents, and gave part of that sum to Antiochus, 
and by this means caused the siege to be raised, as we have 
informed the reader elsewhere. Nay, after him, and that 
many years, Herod the king opened another room, and took 
away a great deal of money, and yet neither of them came at 
the coffins of the kings themselves, for their bodies were bu- 
ried under the earth so artfully that they did not appear to 
even those that entered into their monuments. But so much 
shall suffice us to have said concerning these matters. 
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BOOK VIII. 



Containing the Interval qf One Hundred and Sixty-tliree 

Years. 

FROM THE DSATH OF DAVID TO THE DBATU OF AHAB. 

CHAP. I. 

How Solomon^ when he had received the Kingdom^ took of 

his Enemies. 

§ 1. We have already treated of David, and his virtue, and 
of the benefits he was the author of to his countrymen ; of 
his wars also, and battles which he managed with success, 
and then died an old man, in the foregoing book. And when 
Solomon his son« who was but a youth in age, had taken the 
kingdom, and whom David had declared, while he was alive, 
the lord of that people, according to Gpod'^s will; when he sat 
upon the throne, the whole body of the people made joyful 
acclamations to him, as is usual at the banning of a reign, 
and wished that all his affairs might come to a blessed conclu- 
sion ; and that he might arrive at a great age, and at the most 
happy state of affairs possible. 

2. But Adonijah, wno, while his father was living, attempt- 
ed to gain possession of the government, came to the king^s 
motlier Bathsheba, and saluted her with great civility ; and 
when she asked him, whether he came to her as desiring her 
assistance in any thing or not ? and bid him tell her if that 
were the case, for that she would che^ully afford it him ; he 
began to say, that ^' she knew herself that the kingdom was 
his, both on account of his elder age, and of the disposition 
of the multitude, and that yet it was transferred to Solomon 
her son, according to the will of God. He also said, that he 
was contented to be a servant under him, and was pleased 
with the present settlement; but he desired her to be a means 
of obtaimng a favour from his brother to him, and to per- 
suade him to bestow on him in marriage Abishag, who liad 
indeed slept by his father, but because his father was too old, 
he did not lie with her, and she was still a virgin.^ So 
Bathsheba promised him to afford him her assistance very 
earnestly, and to bring this marriage about, because the king 
would be willing to gratify him in such a thing, and because 
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she would press him to it very earnestly. Accordingly, he 
went away in hopes of succeeding in tnis match. So Solo« 
mon^s mother went presently to her son, to speak to him 
about what she had promised, upon Adonijah^s supplication 
to her. And when her son came forward to meet her, and 
embraced her, and when he had brought her into the house 
where his royal throne was set, he sat thereon, and bid them 
set another throne on the right hand for hb mother. When 
Bathsheba was sat down, she said, ^^ O my son, grant me one 
request that I desire of thee, and do not any thing to me that 
is disagreeable or ungrateful, which thou wilt do if thou de- 
niest me.*" And when Sdomon bid her to lay her commands 
upon him, because it was agreeable to his duty to grant her 
every thing she should ask, and complained that she did not 
at first begin her discourse with a firm expectation of obtain- 
ing what she desired, but had some suspicion of a denial, she 
entreated him to grant that his brother Adonijah might many 
Afaishag. 

8. But the king was greatly offended at these Words, and 
sent away his mcwer ; and said, that ** Adonijah aimed at 
great things, and that he wondered that she did not desire him 
to yield up the kingdom to him, as to his elder brother, sinor 
she desired that he might marry Abishag ; and that he had 
potent friends, Joab the captam of the host, and Abiathar 
the priest."" So he called for Benaiah, the captain of the 
guards, and ordered him to slay his brother Adonijah. He 
also called for Abiathar the priest, and said to him, ^ I wiH 
not put thee to death, because of those other hardships which 
thou hast endured with my father, and because of the ark 
which thou hast borne ak)ng with him ; but I inflict this 
foUowing punishment upon thee, because thou watt among 
Adonijah's followers, and wast of his party : Do not thou 
continue here, nor come any more into my sight, but go te 
thine own town, and live on thy own fields, and there alride 
all thv li£e, for thou hast offended so greatly, that it is not 
just that thou shouldest retain thy dignity any longer.*" For 
the forc^mentioned cause, therefore, it was that the house of 
Ithamar was deprived of the sacerdotal dignity, as God had 
foretold to Eli, the grandfather of Abiathar. So it was trans, 
ferred to the family of Phineas, to Zadok. Now those that 
were of the family of Phineas, but lived privately during the 
time that the hign-priesthood was transferred to the house of 
Ithamar, (of which family Eli was the first that received it,) 
were these that follow ; Bukki the son of Abishua the higb- 

Sriest ; his son was Joatham ; Joatham's son was Meraiotn; 
ieraioth's son was Aropbseus ; Arophceus's son was Ahitub; 
and Ahitub's son was Zadok, who was first made high-|^iest 
in the reign of David. 
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4. Now when Joab the captain of the host heard of tbd 
slaughter of Adonijoli, he was greatly afraid, for he was a 
greater friend to him than to Solomon ; and suspecting, not 
without Teason^ diat he was in danger, on account of nis fa^ 
▼our to Adonijali, he fled to the altar, and supposed he might 
|irocure safety thereby to himself, because of tne king^s piety 
towards Grod. But when some told the king what Joab^s sup- 
posal was, he sent Bcnaiali, and commanded him to raise him 
up from the altar, and bring him to the judgment-seat, in or- 
der to make his defence. However, Joab siud, he would not 
leave the altar, but would die there, rather than in anotlier 

Elace. And when Benaiah, had reported this answer to the 
ing, Solomon commanded hhn to cut of his head there,* 
and let him take that as a punishment for those two captains 
of the host whom be had wickedly slmn, and to bury hisoody, 
that his sins might never leave his family, but that himself 
and his father, by Joab^s death, might be guiltless. And 
when Benaiah bad done what he was commanded to do, he 
was himself appointed to be captain of the whole army. The 
king also made Zadok to be alone the high-priest, in the room 
of Abiathar, whom he had removed. 

5. But OB to Shimei, Solomon commanded that he should 
build him a house, and stay at Jerusalem, and attend upon 
him, and should not have authority to go o\ er the brook Ce- 
dron ; and that if he disobeyed that command, death should 
be his punishment. He also threatened him so terribly, that 
he oompeUed him to take on oath that he would obij. Ac- 
cordingly, Shimei said, that *^ he had reason to thank SoIol 
tnon for giving him such ati injanction ; and added an oath, 
that he woola do as he bid him (^ and leathi^ his own coun^ 
tiy, he made his abode in Jerusalem. But three years afters- 
wards^ when he beard that two of his servants were run away 
from him, and were in Oath, he went for his servants in 
haste ; and when he was eome back with them, the king per. 
oeived it, and was much displeased that he had contemned 
hit commands, and, what was more^ bad no regard to the 
oaths he had sworn to Grod ; so he called him, and said to 
him, ^^ Didst thou not swear never to leave me, nor to go out 
of this city to another ? thou shalt not therefore escape puu 
nishment for thy penufy^ but I will punish thee, thou wicked 
wretch, both for this criaie, and for those wherewith thoti 
didst abuse my father when he was in his flight, that thoa 
mayest know that wicked men gun nothing at la^, although 

* This execathm upon Jod), as m mnfdarer, by riaeytnj; him, even when fae 
had taken sanctuary at God*s altar, is perfectly agreeable to the law of JIIoms, 
which enjoins^ that ^^ if a luan cone prcsumptuoiisly upon Iiis neighbonr to slay 
him with guile, thou shslt take him frooi mine altar that he 4ie. Exod. xxi, 
II. 
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they be not punished immediately upon th^ unjust prac- 
ticeS) but that in all the time wherein they think Wemselves 
secure, because they have yet suffered notmnff, their punish- 
ment increases, and is heavier upon them, ana that to a great- 
er degree than if they had been punished immediately upon 
the commission of their crimes.^ So Benaiah, on the king'^s 
command, slew Shimei. 
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CHAP. II. 



Concerning the Wife of Solomon ; concerning his Wisdom 
and Riches ; ana concerning what he obtained (ff Hiram 
Jbr the Building of the Temple. 

§ 1. Solomon having already settled himself firmly in his 
kingdom, and having brought his enemies to punishm^it, he 
married the daughter of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and built 
the walls of Jerusalem,* much larger and stronger than those 
which had been before, and thenceforward he managed public 
affidrs very peaceably. Nor was his youth any hinderance in 
the exercise of justice, or in the observation of the laws, or in 
the remembrance of what charges his father had given him 
at his death, but he discharged every duty with great accu- 
racy that might have been expected from such as are aged, 
and of the greatest prudence. He now resolved to go to 
Hebron, and sacrifice to God upon the brazen altar that was 
built by Moses. Accordingly, he offered there bumt-offerihgs, 
in number a thousand ; and when he bad done this, he thoumt 
he had paid great honour to God : for as he was asleep that 
very night, God appeared to him, and commanded him to ask 
of him some ^fts wnich he was ready to give him as a reward 
for his piety. So Solomon asked of God what was most ex- 
cellent, and of the greatest worth in itself, what God would 
bestow with the greatest joy, and what it was most profitable 
for man to receive ; for he did not desire to have oestowed 
upon him either gold or silver, or any other riches, as a man 
and a youth might naturally have done, for these are the 
things that generally are esteemed by most men, as alone of 
the greatest worth, and the best rifts of Go^; " but,"" said he, 
<^ ^ve me, O Lord, a sound mind, and a good understand- 
ing, whereby I may speak and judge the people according to 
truth and righteousness.^ With these peUtions God was weU 
pleased ; and promised to give him all those things that he 
had not mentioned, in his option, riches, glory, victory over his 

* This building the wallt of Jerutakm^ soon after Dmvid*8 death, iDtutntei 
the conclusion of the 51 st psahn, where David prays, build thou the waits ofJe- 
rutaletfiy they being, it seems, unfinished or imperfect at that time. See diap. 
vi, seet. 1 5 and ch. vii, sect. 7 ; also 1 Kings iz, 15. 
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enemies ; and, in the first place, understanding and wisdom, 
and this in such a degree as no other mortal man, neither 
kings nor ordinary persons, ever had. He also promised to 
preserve the kingdom to his posterity for a very long time, if 
he continued righteous, and obedient to him, and imitated his 
father in those things wherein he excelled. When Solomon 
heard this from Grod, he presently leaped out of his bed ; and 
when he had worshipped him he returned to Jerusalem, and 
after he had c^ered great sacrifices before the tabemacie, he 
feasted all his own family. 

SL In these days a hard cause came before him in judg- 
ment, which it was very diflicult to find any end of; and I 
think it necessary to explain the fact, about which the con- 
test was, that such as light upon my writings may know what 
a difficult cause Solomon was to determine, and those that 
are concerned in such matters may take this sagacity of the 
king's for a pattern, that they may the more easily give sen- 
tence about such questions : — There were two women, who 
were harlots in the course of their lives, that came to him ; of 
whom she that seemed to be injured began to speak first, and 
said, *^ O king, I and this other woman dwell together in one 
room :' now it came to pass that we both bore a son at the 
same hour of the same day, and on the third day, this woman 
oveiiaid her son, and killed it, and then took my son out of 
my bosom, and removed him to bersdf, and as I was asleep 
she laid her dead son in my arms. Now, when in the morn- 
ing, I was desirous to give the breast to the child, I did not 
find my own, but saw the woman^s dead child lying by me, 
for I considered it exactly, and found it so to be. Hence it 
was that I demanded my son, and when I could not obtain 
him, I have recourse, my lord, to thy assistance ; for since we 
were alone, and there was nobody there that could convict 
her, she cares for nothing, but perseveres in the stout denial 
of the fact.** When this woman had told this her story, the 
king asked the other woman what she had to say in contra- 
diction to that story ? But when she denied 'that she had done 
what was charged' upon her, and said, that it was her child 
that was living, and that it was her antagonist's child that was 
dead ; and when no one could devise what judgment could be 
given, and the whole court were blind in their understanding, 
and could not tell how to find out this riddle, the king alone . 
invented the following way how to discover it : he bade them 
bfing in both the dead child and the living child ; and sent one 
of his guards, and commanded him to fetch a sword, and draw 
it, and to cut both the children into two pieces, that each of 
the women might have half the living, and half the dead child. 
Hereupon all the people privately bughed at the king, as no 
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more than a youth. But, in the meantime, she that was the 
real mother of the living child cried out, that he should not 
do so, but deliver that child to the other woman as her own, 
for she would be satisfied with the life of the child, and with 
the sight of it, although it were esteemed the other^s child ; 
but the other woman was ready to see the child divided, and 
was desirous moreover that the first womah should be tor« 
menied. When the king understood that both their words 
proceeded from the truth of their passions, he adjudged the 
child to her that cried out to save it, for that she was Uie real 
mother of it, and he condemned the other as a wicked woman, 
who had not only killed her own child, but was endeavouriiM| 
to see her friend^s child destroyed alsa Now the multituoe 
looked on this determination as a great sign and demonstra*- 
lion. of the Iqug^s sagacity and wisdom ; ^d after that day, 
attended to him as to one that had a Divine mind. 

8. Now the captains of his armies, and officers appointed 
over the whole country, were these : over the lot of Ephraim 
was Ures; over the toparchy of Bethlehem, was Dioderus; 
Abinadab, who marriea Solomon^s daughter, had the region 
of Dora, and the sea-coast under him ; the great plain was 
under Benmah, the son of Achilus, he also governed all the 
country as far as Jordan ; Gabarius ruled over G4kad and 
Oaulantis, and had under ium the sixty great and fenced ci- 
ties [of O^;] Achinadab managed the adSairs of all Galilee, 
as mr as Sidon, and had himself also married a daughter of 
Solomon^ whose name was Basima ; Banacates had the sea- 
coast about Arce, as had Shaphot Mount Tabor and Carmel, 
* and [the Lower] Galilee, as far as the river Jordan ; one man 
was appointed over all this country ; Shimei was intrusted 
with tne lot of Benjamin ; and Gabares had the country be- 
yond Jordan, over whom there was again one governor ap- 
pointed. Now the people of the Hdirews, and particulmy 
the tribe of Judah, received a wonderful increase when th^ 
betook themselves to husbandry, and the cultivation of thar 
grounds ; for as they enjoyed peace^ and wa*e not distracted 
with wars and trouoles, and having besides an unbounded 
fruition of the most desirable liberty, every one was bu^ in 
augmenting the product of their own lands, and making them 
worth more than they had formerly been. 

4. The king had also other rulers, who were over the land 
ci Syria, and of the Philistines, which reached from the river 
Euphrates to Egypt, and these cdlected his tributes of the 
nations. Now these contributed to the king^s table, and to 
his supper every day,* thirty con of fine flour, and sixty of 

* It may not be amiw to compare the daily furniture of king Sdomoo^s 
table, hare set down, ami i Kings iy, S2, 93, with the like daily funhare 4f 



CHAP. IL ANTIQUrriBg OF THE JEWS. 803 

meal ; ii also ten fat oxen, and twenty oxen out of the pas- 
tures, and a hundred fat lambs ; all these were besides what 
were taken by hunting harts and buffaloes, and birds and 
fishes, which were brought to the king by foreigners day by 
day. Solomon had also so great a number of chariots that 
the stalls of his horses for those chariots were forty thousand; 
and besides these, he had twelve thousand hoi^semen, the one 
half of which waited upon the king in Jerusalem, and the rest 
were dispersed abroad, and dwelt in the royal villages ; but 
the same <^cer who provided for the king his expenses, sup. 
plied also the fodder for the horses, and still carried it to the 
place where the king abode at that time. 

5. Now the sagacity and wisdom which God had bestowed 
on Solomon was so great that he exceeded the ancients, in- 
somuch that he was no way inferior to the Egyptians, who 
are sud to have been beyond all men in understanding : navi 
indeed, it is evident that their sagacity was very much itm^ 
rior to that of the king's He also excelled and distinguished 
himself in wisdom above those who were most eminent 
among the Hebrews at that time for shrewdness ; those I 
mean were Ethan, and Heman, and Chalcol, and Darda, the 
sons of Mahol. He also composed books of odes, and songs, 
a thousand and five, of parames and similitudes, three thouA 
sand ; for he spake a parable upon every sort of. tree, from 
Che hyssop to tiie cedar; and in like manner also aixmt beasts, 
about all sorts of living creatures, whether upcm the earth, 
or in the seas, or in the air ; for he was not unacquainted 
widi any of their natures, nor omitted inquiries about them, 
l^ut described them all like a philosopher, and demonstrated 
his exquisite knowledge of their several properties. Grod 
also enabled him to learn that skill which expels demons,* 

NdiCBiiah the f g ommoi^ table, lAor the Jews wen oome beck ftom Babyleii ; 
aod to remfluiber withal, thit Nfhemiah ww now building the walls of Jenm. 
lem, and maintained more than usual, above one hundred and fifty oonsideiable 
men every day, and that because the nation was then very poor, at his own 
chaiges abo, without laying any burden upon the people at aU. *^ Now that 
vhich was piepued finr me daily was qoe os and aiz choiee sheep ; also fowls 
were vrcpared for me : and onoe in ten days store of all sorts of wine i and yet 
for all this, I required not the bread of the governor, because the bandage was 
heavy upon this people ;** Ndi. v, IS. See die whole context, ver. 14-19. Nor 
did the governor's Qsaalallowmnee of forty shekels of silver a-day, verse 15, amonm 
to £S a-day, nor to £1800 a-year. Nor does it, indeed, appear, that under the 
Judges, or under Samuel the prophet, there was any warn publie allowance to 
those govemon at alL Those great charges upon the public for maintaining 
oourts came in with kings, asr oA fonCold tiiey would, 1 isam. viii, 11-18. 
« * Some pretended ftagments of diese books of oonjuration of Solomon are stifl 
extant m Fahricius* God. Pseudepigr. Vet. Test. p. 1054, though I entirely 
difibr from Josiephus in this his supposal, that such books and arts of Solomon 
were parts of that wisdom which was imparted to him by Qod in his younger 
days i they must imther hare bekoged ^ such profone bat cunous arts as we 
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which is a science useful and sanative to men. He com- 
posed such incantations also by which distempers are alle- 
viated. And he left behind him the manner of using exor- 
cisms, by which they drive away demons, so that they never 
return ; and this method of cure is of great force unto this 
day ; for I have seen a certain man of my own country, 
whose name was Eleazar, releasing people that were demo, 
niacal, in the presence of Vespasian, and his sons, and his 
captains, and the whole multitude of his soldiers. The man- 
ner of the cure was this : he put a ring that had a root of 
one of those sorts mentioned by Solomon, to the nostrils of 

. the demoniac, after which he drew out the demon through 
his nostrils ; and when the man fell down immediately, he 
adjured him to return into him no more, making still mention 
of Solomon, and reciting the incantations which he com- 
posed. And when Eleazar would persuade and demonstrate 
to the spectators that he had such a power, he set a little 
way off a cup or bason full of water, and commanded the 
demon, as he went out of the man, to overturn it, and there- 
by to let the spectators know that he had left the man ; and 
.when this was done, the skill and wisdom of Solomon was 
showed very manifestly ; for which reason it is that all men 
may know the vastness of Solomon'^s abilities, and how he 
was beloved of God, and that the extraordinary virtues of 
every kind with which this king was endowed, may not be 
unknown to any people under the sun ; for this reason, I say, 

* it is that we nave proceeded to speak so largely of these 
matters. 

6. Moreover, Hiram king of Tyre, when he had heard 
that Solomon succeeded to his father^s kingdom, was very 
glad of it, for he was a friend of Da^id^s. So he sent am- 
bassadors to him, and saluted him, and congratulated him on 
the present happy state of his affairs. Upon which Solomon 
sent him an epistle, the dontents of which here follow : 

Solomon to Kikg Hiram. 

^^ * Know thou that my father would have built a temple 
to God, but was hindered by wars and continual expeditions, 

find mentioned, Acts xix, 13-20, and had been derived from the idolatry and 
■npentition of his heathen wives and concubines in his old age, when he had for- 
saken God, and God had forsaken him, and given him up to demoniacal delusions. 
Nor does Josephus*s strange account of the root Baara, (Of the War, B. viii, ch. 
vi, sect. 3, vol. vi,) seem to be other than that of its magical use in such oon- 
juiations. As for the following history, it confirms what Christ says. Matt. 
xis, 27. '* If I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your sons cast 
.them out ?" 

* These epistles of Solomon and Hiram are those in 1 Kings v, 3-9, and, as 
cnUi^ged, in 2 Chron. ii, 3-16, but here given us by Josephus in his own words. 
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for he did not leave off to overthrow his enemies till he made 
them all subject to . tribute. But I give thanks to God for 
the peace I at present enioy, and on that account I am at 
leasure, and design to build a house to, God, for God foretold 
to my father that such a house should be built by me; 
wherefore I desire thee to send some of thy subjects with 
mine to mount Lebanon to cut down timber, for the Sido- 
nians.are more skilful than our people in cutting of wood. 
As for. wages to the hewers of wood, I will pay whatsoever 
price thou shalt determine.^ 

7. When Hiram had read ttus epistle, he was pleased with 
it ; and wrote back this answer to Solomon : 

HiBAM TO King Solomon. 

^^ It is fit to bless God, that he hath committed thy father's 
government to thee, who art a wise man, and endowed with 
all virtues. As for myself, I rejoitc at the condition thou 
art in, and will be subservient to thee in all that thou sendest 
to me about ; for when, by my subjects, I have cut down 
many and large trees of cedar, and cypress wood, I will send 
them to sea, and will order my subjects to make floats of 
them, and to sail to what places soever of thy country thou 
shalt desire, and leave them there, after which thy subjects 
may carry them to Jerusalem. But do thou take care to 
procure us com for this timber, which we stand in need of, 
because we inhabit in an islaiid.^* 

* What Jotephua here puti into his copy of Hiram*s epbtle to Solomon, and 
Tcpests afterwaiofl, chap. ▼, sect. 3, that Tyrt was now an island^ is not in any 
of the three other copies, ric that of the Kings, Chronicles, or Eusebins ; nor b 
it any other, I soppose, than his own oonjectoral panphrase ; fbr when I, many 
years ago, inquired into this matter, I found the state of this famous city, and of 
the island whereupon it stood, to have been very different at difi^rent times... 
Hie result of my inquiries in this matter, with the addition of some later im- 
provements, stands thns: That the best testimonies hereto relating, imply, that 
Palaeterus, or cddest Tyre, was no other than that most ancient smaller fort, or dty 
Tyre, situated on the continent, and mentioned in Josh, zix, 29, out of which 
the Canaanite or Phenidan inhabitants were driven into a large island, that lay 
not &r off in the sea by Joshua ; that this island was then joined to the continent 
at the present remains of Palaterus by a neck of land over against Solomon's 
Cisterns, still so called ; and the city's fresh water probably was carried along in 
pipes by that neck of huid, and that this island was, therefore, in strickness, no 
other than a peninsula, having viUagt* in its JUldt^ Essek. xzvi, 6, and a wM 
about it, Amos i, 10, and the city was not of so great reputation as Sidon for some 
i^ges ; that it was attacked both by sea and land by Safananasser, as Josephus in- 
forms us, Antiq. B. ix, diap. xiv, sect, t, and afUrwards came to be the me- 
tropdUs of Phoenicia, and was afterwards taken and destroyed by Nebuchadnes- 
zar, according to the numeroua scripture prophecies diereto relating, Isa. xxiii ; 
Jcr. XXV, 28, xxvii, 3, xlvii, 4 ; Ezek. xxvi, xxvii, xxviiL That seventy years 
after that dettruction fay Nelmdiadnezaar, this city was in some measure revived 
and rebuilt, Isa. xxiii, 17, 18, but that, as the prophet Ezekid had foretold, 
xzvi, 3, 4, 5, 14, xxvii, 31, the sea arose higher than before, till, at last, it over- 
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8. The copies of these epistles remain kt this day^ and we 
preserved not onlj in our books, but among the Tjrrians also^ 
uisomuch that if any one would know the certainty about 
them, he may deore of the keepers of the puUic records of 
Tyre to show him them ; and ne will find what is there set 
down to agree with what we have said. I have said lo mudi 
out of a denre that my readers may know that we speak ncv 
thing but the truth, and do not compose a history out of 
some plausible relations, which deceive men and please them 
at the same time, nor attempt to avoid examination, nor de- 
sire men to believe us immediately ; nor are we at liberty co 
depart from speaking truth, which is the proper commendit- 
tion of a hbtorian, and yet be blameless. But we insist upon 
no admission of what we say, unless we be able to manifest 
its truth by demonstration and the strongest vouchers. 

9- Now king Solomon, as soon as this epfstle of the 
king of Tyre was brought him, commended the readiness 
and good will he declared therein, and repaid him in what 
he desired, and sent him yearly twenty thousand cori of wheat 
and as many baths of otl ; now the bath is able to contain 
teventy-two sextaries. He also sent him the same measure 
of wine. So the friendship be|;ween Hiram and Solomon 
hereby increased more and more ; and they swore to continue 
it for ever. And the king appointed a tribute to be laid on 
all the people, of thirty thousand labourers, whose work 
he renderea easy to them by prudently dividing it among 
them ; for he made ten thousand cut timber in Mount LelMU 
non for one month, and then to come home, and rest two 
months, until the time when the other twenty thousand had 
finished their task at the appointed time ; and so afterward 
it came to pass, that the first ten thousand returned to their 
work every fourth month ; and it was Adoram who was over 
this tribute. There were also of the strangers who were left 
by David, who were to carry the stones and other materia^ 
seventy thousand ; and of those that cut the stones^ eighty 
thousand. Of these, three thousand and three hundred were 

Sowed not only the neck of land, bat the main island or peninsula itacU^ and de* 
stroked that old and famoas chy for erer ; that, however, there still remainod aS 
adjoining smaller island, once eonnected to (dd Tyre itaeif by Hiram, which was 
afterwaid inhabited ; to which Alexander the (ihreat, with incredible pains, fMsei 
a new bank or causeway ; and that it plainly ai^ieazs, horn Alauadrdl, • most 
authentic eye-witness, that the old, large, and famoas dty, on the original laii^ 
island, is now laid so goierally under water, that scarce more than lurtyacvas of 
it, or rather of that adjoining small island, remain at this day ; so that, ptfiiapB^ 
not above a hundredth part of the ftrst island and city b now above water.— ^ 
This was foretold in the same prophecies of Ezekid ; and, acoocdiog to thtav 
as Mr. Maundrell distinctly observes, these poor remaina of <M Tyre ore nam 
*' beconie like the top of a rock,*-^ place for the spreading of nets in tho midst 
of the «ca.*' 
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rulers over the rest. He also enjoiDed them to cut out large 
stMies for the foundations of the tempie* and that they should 
fit them and unite them together in the mountain, and so bring 
them to the dtv. This was dixie not cmly by our own coun* 
try woricmen, but by those workmen whpm Hiram sent also. 
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CHAP. III. 

Of the BuUding of the Tentple, 

§ 1. Solomon began to build the temple in the fourth year 
«f his reign^ on Ube second month, which the Macedonians 
call ArtetniaiuSy and the Hebrews Jiur, -five hundred and 
ninety-two years after the Exodus out of Egypt, but after 
one thousand and twenty years from Abraham's coming out 
of Mesopotamia into Canaan, and after the deluge one thou* 
•and four hundred and forty years ; and from Adam, the first 
man who was created, until Solomon built the temple, there 
had passed in all three thousand one hundred and two years. 
Now that year on which the temple began to be built, was 
already the eleventh year of the reign of Hiram ; but from 
the building of Tyre, to the building of the temple, there 
had passed two hundred and forty years. 

8. Now, therefore, the king laid the foundations of the 
temple* very deep in tlie ground^ and the materials were 
'Strong stones, and such as would resist the force of time; 
these were to unite themselves with the earth, and become a 
basis and a sure foundation for that superstructure which 
was to be erected over it ; they were to be so strong, in or* 
der to sustain with ease those vast superstructures and pre- 
cioiis ornaments, whose own weight was to be not less than 
the weight of those other high and heavy buildings which the 
king designed to be very ornamental and magnificent ; they 
erected its entire bo^y quite up to the roof, of white stone ; 
its height was sixty cubits, ana its length was the same, and 
its breadth twenty. There was another building erected over 
it, equal to it in its measures ; so that the ^itire altitude of 
tlie temple waa a hundred and twenty cubits. Its front was 
to the east. As to the porch, they built it before the tenu 
pie ; its length was twenty cubit^ and it was so ordered that 
It might agree with the breadth of the house ; and it had 
twelve cubits in latitude, and its height was raised as high as 
a hundred and twenty cubits. He also built round about 
the temple thirty small rooms, which might include the whole 

* Of the temple of Solomon, here detcrihod by Josephm in this and the fol- 
lowing teetioot of tliis ditptti^ see my dctcriptiGii of the templei belonging^ to 
thii work, chtp, xiiL 
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temple, by their closeness one to another, and by their num- 
ber and outward position round it. He also made passages 
through them, that they might come into one through ano- 
ther. Every one of these rooms* had five cubits in breadth^ 
and the same in length, but in height twenty. Above these 
were other rooms, and others above them, equal both in their 
measures and number ; so that these reached to an height 
equal to the lower part of the house ; for the upper part had 
no buildings about it The roof that was over the house 
was of cedar ; and truly every one of these rooms had a roof 
of their own, that was not connected with the other rooms ; 
but for the other parts there was a covered roof common to 
them all, and built with very long beams that passed through 
the rest, and through the whole building, that so the middle 
walls, being strengthened by the same beams of timber, midit 
be thereby made firmer ; but as for that part of the roof that 
was under the beams, it was made of the same materials, and 
was all made smooth, and had ornaments proper for roofs, 
and plates of gold nailed upon them ; and as he enclosed the 
walls with boards of cedar, so he fixed on them plates of 
gold which had sculptures upon them, so that the whole 
temple shined, and dazzled the eyes of such as entered by 
the splendour of the gold that was on every side of them. 
Now the whole structure of the temple was made with great 
skill of polished stones, and those laid together so very har- 
moniously and smoothly, that there appeared to the specta- 
tors no sign of any hammer or other instrument of architec- 
ture, but as if, without any use of them, the entire materials 
had naturally united themselves together, that the agreement 
of one part with another seemed rather to have been natural 
than to have arisen from the force of tools upon them. The 
kin^ also had a fine contrivance for an ascent to the upper 
room over the temple, and that was by steps in the thickness 
of its wall'; for it nad no large door on.the east end, as the 
lower house had, but the entrances were by the sides, through 
very small doors. He also overlaid the temple, both within 
and without, with boards of cedar, that were kept close to- 
gether by thick chains, so that this contrivance was in the 
nature of a support and a strength to the building. 

8. Now when the king had divided the temple into two 
part;;, he made the inner house of twenty cubits [every way,] 
to be the most secret chamber, but he appointed that of 
forty cubits to be the sanctuary ; and when he had cut a 

* These small rooms, or side chambers, seem to have been, by Josephus's de- 
scription, no less than twenty cubits high apiece, otherwise there must nave been 
a large interval between one and the other that was over it, and this with doable 
floors, the one of six cubits distance from the floor beneath it, as 1 Kings vi, 5. 
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door-place out of the wall, he put therein ^do6rs of cedar, 
and overlaid them with a great deal of gold that had sculp- 
tures upon it. He also had veils of blue, and purple, and 
scarlet, and the brightest and softest linen, with the most 
curious flowers wrought upon them, which were to be drawn 
before those doors. He also dedicated for the most secret 
place, whose breadth was twenty cubits, and length the same, 
two cherubims of solid gold ; * the height of each of them 
was five cubits ; they had each of them two wings stretched 
out as far as five cubits; wherefore Solomon set them up 
not far from each other, that with one wing they might touch 
the southern wall of the secret place, and with another the 
northern ; their other wings, which joined to each other, were 
a covering to the ark, which was set between them. But no- 
body can tell, or even conjecture, what was the shape of these 
cherubims. He also laid the floor of the temple with plates of 
gold ; and he added doors to the gate of the temple, agree- 
able to the measure of the height of the wall, but in breadth 
twenty cubits, and on them he glued gold plates. And, to 
say all in one word, he left no part of the temple, neither in- 
ternal nor external, but what was covered with gold. He also 
had curtains drawn over these doors, in like manner as they 
are drawn over the inner doors of the most holy place ; but 
the porch of the temple had nothing of that sort. 

4. Now Solomon sent for an artificer out of Tyre, whose 
name was Hiram. He was by birth of the tribe of Naph- 
tali, on the mother^s ^de, (for she was of that tribe,) but his 
father was Ur, of the stock of the Israelites. This man was 
skilful in all sorts of work ; but his chief skill lay in working 
in gold, and silver, and brass, by whom were made all the 
mechanical works about the temple, according to the will 
of Solomon. Moreover, this Hiram made two [hollow] pil- 
lars,-}- whose outffldes were of brass, and the thickness of 
the brass was four fingers breadth, and the height of the pil- 
lars was eighteen cubits, and their circumference twelve cu- 
bits ; but their was cast, with each of their chapiters, lily- 
work that stood upon the pillar, and it was elevated five cu- 
bits, round about which there was net-work interwoven with 
small palms made of brass, and covered with lily-work. To 
this also Were hung two hundred pomegranates in two rows. 

* Josq>hu8 says here, that the chcrabims were of solid gold, and only five 
cubits hig^, while our Hebrew copies, 1 Kings vi, 23, 28, say they were of the 
olive tree, and the LXXII of the cypress tree, and only overlaid wHh gold ; and 
both agree they were ten cubits ia^. I suppose the number is here falxely 
transcribed, and that Joscphus wrote ten cubits also. 

f As for these two famous pillars, Jachin and Booz, their height could be no 
more than eighteen cubits, as here, and 1 Kings vii, 15 ; 2 Kings xxv, 17 ; Jer. 
iii, 21 ; those thirty-five cubits in 2 Chron. ili, 15, being contrary to all the ruin 
of ardiitecture in the world. 
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The one ci these pilkrs he set at the entrance of the pcxch 
on the right hind, and called it Jmchiny and the other at the 
left hand, and called it Booz. 

5. Solomon alao cast a brazen sea, whose figure was that 
of a hemisphefe ; this braasen vessel was callea a sea for its 
hirgeness, for the laver was ten feet in diameter, and cast of 
the thickness of a palm. Its middle part rested on a short 
pillar that bad ten spirals round it ; and that pillar was tea 
cubits in diameter. There stood round about it twelve oxen, 
that looked to tlie four winds of heaven, three to each wind, 
having their hinder parts depressed, that so the hemi^iherical 
vessel might rest upon them, which itself was also dejHessed 
round about inwardly. Now this sea contained three thou* 
sand baths. 

6. He alao made ten brazen bases for so many quadnuw 
gular layers ; the length of every one of these bases was five 
cubits, and the breadth four cubits, and the height mi cubits 
Thb vessel was partly turned, and was thus contrived: there 
were four small quadirangular pillars that stood cme at each 
comer ; these had the sides of the base fitted to them on 
each quarter ; they were parted into three parts ; every in^ 
terval had a border fitted to support [the laver;] upon which 
was engraven, in one place a hon, and in another place a 
bull and an eagle. The small pillars had the same Mijtnfl|« 
engraven that were engraven cm the sides. The whole work 
was elevated, and stood upon four wheels, which were also 
cast, which had also naves and felloes, and were a foot and 
a half in diameter. Any one who saw the spokes of the 
wheels, how exactly they were turned, and united to the sides 
of the bases, and with what harmony they i^;reed to the fd^ 
loes, would wonder at them. However, th«r structure was 
this : certain shoulders of hands, stretched out, held the cor« 
ners above, upon which rested a short spiral pillar, that lay 
under the hollow part of the laver, resting upon the fore feet 
of the eagle and the lion, which were adapted to them, inso- 
much that those who viewed them would think they were of 
one piece; between these were engravings of palm-trees. 
This was the construction of the ten bases. He also made 
ten large round brass vessels, which were the layers them* 
selves, each of which contained forty baths;* for it had its 

* Th« round or cylindrical lavers of four cubits in diameter, and four in height, 
both in our copies, 1 Kings vii, 38, 39, and here in Josephua, must have oon- 
tained a great dedl more than the forty baths, which are always assigned thnn 
M'liere the error lies is hard to say. Perhaps Josephus honestly followed hii 
copies here, though they had been corrupted, and he was not able to restore the 
true reading. In the meantime, these forty baths, are probably the true quantity 
contained in each laver, since they went upon wheels, and were to be drawn by 
the Levites about the courts of the priests, for the washings th^ were devgned 
for ; and had they held much more, they would have been coo hcsry tonave 
been so drawn. 
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hdfffat four cubits, and its edces were as much distant from 
each other. He dso placed Uiese kivers upon the ten bases 
that were called Mecmmoth ; and he set fiTe of the lavers on 
the left* ride of the temjde, which was that side towards the 
north wind, and as many on the right ride towarcls the south, 
but kxiking towards the east The same [eastern] way he 
also set the sea. Now he appointed the sea to be for wash- 
ing the hands and the feet of the priests, when they entered 
into .the temple, and were to ascend the altar, but the lavers 
to deanse the entrails of the beasts that were to be burnt-of- 
ferings, with their feet alsa 

7. He also made a brazen altar, whose length was twenty 
cubits, and its breadth the same, and its height ten, frfr the 
burnt-offerings. He also made all its vessels of brass, the 
pots, and the shovels, and the basons, and berides these, the 
snuffers and the tongs, and all its other vessels he made of 
brass, and such brass as was in splendour and beauty like 
gold. The king also dedicated a great number of tables, but 
one that was large, and made of gold, upon which they set 
the loaves of God; and he made ten thousand more that 
resembled them, but were done after another manner, upon 
which lay the vials and the cups ; those of gold were twenty 
thousand, those of silver were forty thousand. He also 
made ten thousand candlesdcks, according to the command* 
of Moses, one of which he dedicated for Die temple, that it 
might burn in the daytime, according to the laW; and one ta- 
ble with loaves upon it, on the north ride of the temple, over 
against the candlestick ; for this he set on the south side, but 
the golden altar stood between them. All these vessels were 
contained in that part of the holy house which was forty cu- 
bits long, and were before the vail of that most secret place 
wherein the ark was to be set 

8. The king also made pouring vessels, in number eighty 
thousand, and an hundred thousand golden vials, and twice 
as many rilver vials. Of golden dishes, in order therein to 
oiler kneaded fine flour at the altar, there were eighty thou- 
sand, and twice as many of silver. Of large bisons also, 
wher^ they mixed fine flour with oil, rixty thousand of gold, 
and twice as many of rilver. Of the measures like those 
which Moses called the IKn, and the Aisaron [a tenth dealJ 
tlierc were twenty thousand of gold, and twice as many ot 

* Here Joecphus gtva ui a key to hii own language, of right and left liaml, 
m the tabeinaclc and temple, that bj the right hand he meaos what ia against 
our left, when we suppoae oundTCs going up fWxn the east gates of tlie courts to. 
wards the tabernacle or temple themielvea, and so vice versa ; whence it follow*, 
that the pOlar Jachin, on the rig^t hand of the temple, was on the south, against 
our left hand, and Booz on the nofth, against our right hand. 

VOL. I. . J> D 



40S ANTIQUITIES OF TUB J£ W2$. BOOK VIIL 

silver. Tlie golden censers, in which they carried the incense 
to tho altftr, were twenty thousand. The other censers, in 
which they, carried fire from the great altar to the little altar, 
within the temple, were fifty thousand. The sacerdotal oar. 
ments, which belonged to the high- priest, with the long robes, 
and the oracle, and the precious stones, were a thousands 
But the crowD,* upon which Moses wrote [the name of] 
Grod, was only one, and hath remained to this very day. He 
also made ten thousand sacerdotal garments of fine linen, 
with purple girdles, for every priest; and two hundred thou- 
sand trumpets, according to the command of Moses. Also 
two hundred thousand garments of fine linen for the singers, 
thafVere Levites. And he made musical instnunents, and 
such as were invented for singing of hymns, called Nabht 
and Cim/ra [psalteries and harps,] which were made of eleo- 
trum [the finest brass,] forty thousand. 

9- Solomon made all these things for the honour of Grod, 
with great variety and magnificence, sparing no cost, but 
using all possible liberality in adorning the temple; and these 
things he dedicated to the treasures of Grod. He also placed 
a partition round about the temple, which in our tongue we 
called Gisony but it is called Thrigcoa by the Greeks, and 
he raised it up to the height of three cubits ; and it was for 
die exclusion of the muldtude from coming into the temple^ 
and showing that it was a place that was free and open only 
for the priests. Hq also built beyond this court a temple^ 
whose figure was that of a quadrangle, and erected for k 
great and broad cloisters ; this was entered into by very high 
gates, each of which had its front exposed to one of the 
[four] M'inds, and were shut by golden doors. Into this 
temple all the people entered that were distinguished fnxn 
the rest by being pure, and observant of the laws. But he 
made that temple which was be)'ond this a wonderful one 
indeed, and such as exceeds all descripdon in words ; nay, if 
I may so say, is hardly believed upon sight; for when he had 
filled up great valleys with earth, which, on account of their 
immense depth, could not be looked on, when you bended 
down to see them« without pain, and had elevated the ground 
four hundred cubits, he made it to be on a level with the top 
of the mountun on which the temple was built, and by this 
means the outmost temple, which was exposed to the air, 
was even with the temple itsclf.-f He encompassed this 

* Of the golden plate on the hlgh-priesf s forehead, that was in being in the 
days of Josephus, and a century or two at least later, see the note on Antiq. B. 
iif, chap, vii, sect 6. 

f When Joscphus here says, that the floor of the outmost tcmpk^ or court of 
the OcntUes, was with vast laboiir raised to be trvcn^ or of equal height, with the 
floor of the inner, or court of the priests, he must mean this in gran estimation 
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also with a building of a double row of cloisters, which 
stood on hu^h upon pillars of native stone, while the roofs 
were of cedar, and were polished in a manner proper for 
such high roofs, but he made all the doors of this temple of 
silver. 
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Haw Solomon removed the Ark inio the Temple; how he made 
SuppliccUion to God, off id offered pvhlic Sacrifices to him, 

LI. When king Solomon had finished these work% these 
ge and beautiful buildings, and had laid up his donations 
in the temple, and all this in the interval of seven years,* and 
had given a demonstration of his riches and alacrity therein, 
insomuch that any one who saw it would have tnoughtit 
must have been an immense time ere it could have been 
finished ; and [would be surprised] that so much should be 
fini^ed in so short a time ; snort, I mean, if compared with 
the greatness of the work : he also wrote to the rulers and 
elders of the Hebrews, and ordered all the people to gather 
themselves together to Jerusalem, both to see the temple 
which he had built, and to remove the ark of God into it; 
and when this invitation of the whole body of the people to 
come to Jerusalem was every where carried abroad, it was 
the seventh month before they came together, which month, 
is by our countrymen called Thisri^ but by the Macedonians 
Hyperberetatus. The feast of Tabernacles happened to fall 
at the same time, which was celebrated by the Hebrews as 
a most holy and moit eminent feast. So (hey carried the ark 
and the tabernacle which Moses had pitched, and all the 
vessels that were for ministration to the sacrifices of God, 
and removed them to the temple.-f The king himself, and 

mly, for he and aU othen agree, that the inner temple, or court of the piiestg, 
was a few cubiu more ekmed than the middle court, the court of Israel, and 
that much more was the court of the priests elevated several cubits above that out- 
most eourt, since the court of Israel was lower than the one, and higher than the 
other. 

. * The Septuagint say, " that they prepared timber and stones to build the 
temple for three years,*' 1 Kings ▼, 18, and although ndther our present Hebrew 
eopy nor Josephus directly name that number of years, yet do they both say the 
bsildiog itself did not begin till Solomon's Jburih ytu; and both speak of the 
fureparation of materials bdbrehand, I Kings ▼, 18 ; Antiq. B. viii, ch. ▼, secL I. 
There is no reason, therefore, to alter the Septuagint's number, but we are to 
suppose three years to have been the just time of the preparation, as I have done 
in my computation of the expense in building that temple. 

i* Thii solemn removal of the ark from Mount Sion to Mount Moriah, at tlic 
distance of almost three quarters of a mile, confutes that notion of the modem 
Jews, and followed by many Giristians also, as if thtee two were after a nort one 
and the same mommiiii, for which- thcfe is,' I think, very little foundation. 
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all the people and the Levites went before, renderinff the 
ground moist with sacrifices and drink^fferings, and the 
blood of a great number of oblations, and burning an im-. 
mense quantity of incense, and this till the very air itself 
every wnere round about was so full of these odours that 
it met, in a most agreeable manner, persons at a great dis- 
tance, and was an indication of God^s presence, and, as 
men's opinion was, of his habitation with them in this 
newly built and consecrated place, for they did not grow 
weary, either of singing hymns or of dancing, until they 
came to the t)emple ; and in this manner did they carry the 
ark. But when they should transfer it into the most secret 
place, the rest of the multitude went away, and only those 
priests that carried it set it between the two chorubinu, 
which embracing it with their wings (for so they were framed 
by the artificer) the3r covered it as under a tent, or. a cupda. 
Now the ark contained nothing else but those two tables 
of stone that preserved the ten commandments, which God 
spake to Moses in Mount Sinai, and which were engraved 
upon them ; but they set the candlestick, and the table, and 
the golden altar, in the temple, before the most sacred place, 
in the very same places wherein they stood till that time in 
the tabernacle. So they offered up the daily sacrifices ; but 
for the brazen altar, Solomon set it bef(»e the temple, over 
against the door, that when the door was opened, it might be 
exposed to sight, and the sacred solemnities, and the rich- 
ness of the sacrifices, might be thence seen ; and all the rest 
of the vessels they gathered together, and put them within 
the temple. 

S. Now as soon as the priests had pot all things^ in order 
about the ark, and were gone out, there came down a thick 
doud and stcxxi there, and spread itself after a gentle manner 
into the temple, such a cloud it was as was diffused and tem- 
perate, not such a rough one as we see full of rain in the 
winter season. This cloud so darkened the place, that one 
priest could not discern another, but it afforded to the minds 
of all a visible image, and glorious appearance, of God^s 
having descended into this temple, and of his having gladly 
pitched his tabernacle therein. So these men were intent 
upon this thought. But Solomon rose up (for he was sitting 
before,) and us«d such words to God as he thought agreeMe 
to the divine nature to receive, and fit for him to give ; for 
he said, << Thou hast an eternal house, O Lord, and such an 
one as thou hast created for thyself out of thine own works ; 
we know it to be the heaven, and the air, and the earth, and 
the sea, which thou pervadest, nor art thou contained within 
^dr limits. I have, indeed, built this temple to thee, and 
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thy name, that from thence whoi we sacrifice, and perform 
sacred operations, we may send our prayers up into the air, 
and may constantly believe that thou art present, and art not 
remote from what is thine own ; for neither when thou scest 
all things, and hearest all things, nor now, when it pleases 
thee to dwell here, dost thou leave off the care of all men, 
but rather thou art very near to them all, but especially thou 
art present to those that address themselves to thee, whether 
by night or by day.*^ When he had thus solemnly addressed 
himself to God, he converted his discourse to the multitude, 
and strongly represented the power and providence of God 
to them ; how he had showed all things that were to come 
to pass to David his father, as many of those things had 
already come to pass, and the rest would certainly come to 
pass hereafter ; and how he had given him his name, and 
told to David what he should be called before he was born ; 
and foretold, that when he should be king after his father'*s 
death, he should build him a temple, which since they saw 
accomplished according to his prcaiction, he required them 
to Uess Grod, and by believing nim, from the sight of what 
they had seen accomplished, never to despair of any thing 
that he had promised for the future, in order to their happi. 
ness, or suspect that it would not come to pass. 

3. When the king had thus discoursed to the multitude, 
he looked again towards the temple, and lifting up his right 
hand to the multitude, he said, *< It is not posable, by what 
men can do, to return suflSdent thanks to God for his bene- 
fits bestowed upon them, for the Ddty stands in need of nc- 
thing, and is above any such requital ; but so far as we have 
been made superior, O Lord, to other animals liy thee, it 
becomes us to bless thy majes^, and it is necessary for us 
to return thee thanks for what thou hast bestowed upon our 
house, and on the Hebrew people : for with what other in- 
strument can we better appease thee, when thou art angry 
at us, or more properly preserve thy favour, than with our 
voice P which, as we have it from the air, so do we know 
that by that air it ascends upwards [towards thee, j I there- 
fore ou^t myself to return thee thanks thereby, m the first 
place, concerning my father, whom thou hast raised from ob- 
scurity unto so great joy ; and in the next place, concerning 
myself, since thou hast performed all that thou hast promised 
linto this very day. And I beseech thee for the time to come, 
to aflbrd us whatsoever thou, OGod, hast power to bestow 
on such as thou dost esteem ; and to augment our liouse for 
all ages, as thou hast prmnised to David my father to do, 
both in his lifetime and at his death, that our kingdom shall 
continue, and that his posterity should successively receive it 
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to tai thouBaod generations. Do Dot thou therefore fail to 
g^ve us these blesnogs, and to beatow on my childreii that 
virtue in which thou delightesi. Aud besides all this, I hum- 
bly, beseech thee, that thou wilt let some portion of thy spirit 
come down and inhabit in this temple, thst thou mayest ap> 
pear to be with us upon earth. As to thysdf, the mtiie beiu 
vens, and the imtnensiW of the things that are therein, are 
but a small habitation for thee, much more is this poor tem- 
ple so ; but I entreat thee to keep it as thine own house, 
from being destroyed by our enemies for ever, and to take 
care of it as thioe own possession; but if this people be 
found to have sinned, and ne thereupon afflicted by thee with 
any plague, because of their sin — as with dearth, or pesti. 
lence, or any other affliction which thou usest to infiict on 
those that transgress any of thy holy laws, and if they fly all 
of them to this temple, beseeching thee, and begging of thee 
to deliver them, then do thou hear their prayers, as b^i^ 
within thine house, and have mercy upon ttiem, and deliver 
them from their afflictions; nay, moreover, this help is what 
I implore of thee, not for the Hebrews only, when they are 
in distress, but when any shall come hither frc»n any ends of 
the world whatsoever, and shall return from their sins and 
implore thy pardon, do thou then pardon theta, and hear 
their prayer. For hereby all shall learn that thou thyself 
wast pleased mth the building of this house for thee ; and 
that we are not ourselves of an unsociable nature, nor behave 
ourselves like enemies to such as are not of our own people ; 
but are willing that thy assistance should be communicated 
by thee to all men in common, and that they may have the 
enjoyment of thy benefits bestowed upon them." 

4. When Solomon had said this, and had cast himself upon 
the ground, and worshipped a long time, he rose up, and 
brought sacrifices to the altar ; and when he had filled it 
with unblemished victims, he most evidently discovered that 
God had with pleasure accepted of all that he had sacrificed 
to him, for there came a fire running out of the ur, and rushed 
\rith violence upon the altar, in the sight of all, and caught 
hold of and consumed the sacrifices. Now, when this divine 
appearance was seen, the people supposed it to be a demon. 
itnUitm of God's abode in the temple, and were pleased with 
"sll down upon the ground, and worshipped. Upon 
e king began to bless God, and exhorted the multi. 
io the wme, as now having sufflcient indications of 
9 favourable disposition to them ; and to pray that they 
t always Iiave the like indications from him, and that he 
) preserve in them a mind piue from oil wickedness, in 
a and religiouB wonhip, and that they might con- 
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tinue in the obBervation of those precepts which God had 
given them by Moses, because by that means the Hebrew 
nation would be happy,' and, indeed, the most blessed of all 
nations among all mankind. He exhorted them also to be 
mindful, that by what methods they had attained their pre- 
sent good things, by the same they must preserve them sure 
to themselves, and make them greater, and more than they 
were at present; for that it was not suRicicnt for them to sup^. 
pose they had received them on account of their piety and 
righteousness, but that they had no other way of preserving 
them for the time to come ; for that it is not so grent a thing 
for men to acquire somewhat which they want, as to preserve 
what they have acquired, and to be guilty of no sin, whereby 
it may be hurt. 

5. So when the king had spoken thus to the multitude, he 
dissolved the congregation, but not till he had completed his 
oblations, both for himself and for the Hebrews, insomuch 
that he sacrified twenty and two thousand oxen, and an hun- 
dred and twenty thousand sheep ; for then it was that the 
temple did first of all taste of tne victims, and all the He* 
brews, with their wives and children, feasted therein. Nay, 
besides this, the king then observed splendidly and magiiifi- 
cently the feast which is called the Feast of Tabernacles^ be- 
fore the temple, iar twice seven days, and he then feasted, to- 
gether with all the people. 

6. When all these solemnities were abundantly satisfied, 
and nothing was omitted that concerned the divine worship, 
the king dismissed them ; and they every one weiit to their 
own homes, giving thanks to the king for the care he had 
taken of them, and the works he had done for them ; and 

1)raying to God to preserve Solomon to be their king for a 
ong time. They also took their journey home with rejoicing, 
ana making merry, and singing hymns to God : and, indeed, 
the pleasure they enjoyed, look away the sense of the pfuns 
they all underwent in their journey home. So when they 
had brought the ark into the temple, and bad seen its greats 
ness, and how fine it was, and had been partakers of the 
many sacrifices that had been oftered, and of the festivals 
that had been solemnized, they every one returned to their 
own cities. But a dream that appeared to the king in his 
sleep, informed him, that '* God had heard his prayers ; and 
that he would not only preserve the temple, but would alwa3rs 
abide in it, that is, in case his posterity and the whole multi- 
tude would be righteous. And for himself, it said, that if he 
continued according to the admonitions of his father, he 
would advance him to an immense degree of dignity and 
happiness, and that then his posterity should be kings of 
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that country of the tribe of Judah, for ever; but that still, 
if he should be found a betrayer of the ordinances of the law, 
and forget them, and turn away to the worship of strange gods, 
he would cut him off by the roots, and would neither suffer 
any remainder of his fraiily to continue, nor would overlook 
the people of Israel, or preserve them any long» frcHoi afflic- 
tions, but would utterly destroy them with ten thousand wars 
and misfortunes ; would cast them out of the land which he 
had g^ven their fathers, and make them sojourners in stranoe 
lands; and deliver that temple which was now built, to be 
burnt and spoiled by their enemies; and that dty to be utter- 
ly overthrown by the hands of their enemies; and make their 
miseries deserve to be a proverb, and such as should 
very hardly be credited for their stupendous magnitude, tiU 
theu* neighbours, when they should hear of them, should won- 
der at their calamities, and very earnestly inquire for the oc- 
casion, why the Hebrews, who had been so far advanced by 
God to such glory and wealth, should be then so hated by 
him ? And that the answer that should be made by the re- 
mainder of the people should be, by confesnng their sins, and 
their transgression of the laws of their country .''^ According- 
ly, we have it transmitted to us in writing, that thus did God 
speak to Solomon in his sleep. 
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How Sciomon bmtt himself a Royal Palace j very costly and 
splendid: and how he solved ike Riddles which were sent 
him by Hiram, 

§ 1. After the building of the temple, which, as we have 
before said, was finished in seven years, the king laid the 
foundation of his palace, which he did not finish under thir- 
teen years, for he was not equally zealous in the building of 
this palace, as he had been about the temple ; for as to that, 
though it was a great work, and required wonderful and sur- 
prising application, yet God, for whom it was made, so far 
co-operatea therewith, that it was finished in the foremen- 
tioned number of years ; but the palace, which was a building 
much inferior in dignity to the temple, both on account that 
its materials had not been so long beforehand gotten ready, 
nor had been so zealously prepared, and on account that this 
was only an habitation for kmgs, and not for God, it was 
longer in finishing. However, this building was raised so 
munificently, as suited the happy state of the Hebrews, 
and of the king thereof. But it is necessary that I describe 
the entire structure and disposition of the parts, that so those 
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that Ugbt upon this book may thereby make a conjecture, and 
as it were have a prospect of its magnitude. 

S. This house was a large and curious building, apd was 
supported by many pillars, which Solomon built to contain a 
multitude for hearing causes, and taking cognizance of suits. 
It was suflSdently capacious to contain a great body of men, 
who would come together to have their causes determined. 
It was an hundred cubits long, and fifty broad, and thirty high, 
supported by quadrangular pillars, which were all of cedar, 
but its roof was according to the Corinthian order,* with 
foldii^ doors, and their adjoining pillars of ecj^ual magnitude, 
each fluted with three cavities ; which building was at once 
firm, and very ornamental. There was also another house 
so ordered, that its entire breadth was placed in the middle: 
it was quadrangular, and its breadth was thirty cubits, having 
a temple over against it, raised upon massy pillars ; in which 
temple there was a large and very glorious room, wherein the 
king sat in judgment. To this was joined another house that 
was built tor his queen. There were other smaller edifices 
for diet, and for sleep, after public matters were over ; and 
these were all floored with boards of cedar. Some of these 
Solomon built with stones of ten cubits, and wainscoted the 
walls with other stones that were sawed, and were of great 
value, such as are dug out of the earth for the ornaments of 
temples, and to make fine prospects in royal palaces, and 
which make the mines whence tney are dug famous. Now, 
the contexture of the curious workmanship of these stones 
was in three rows, but the fourth row would make one ad* 
mire its sculptures, whereby were represented trees, and all 
sorts of plants, with the shades that arose from their branches^ 
and leaves that hung down from them. Those trees and 

1>Iants covered the stone that i^ras beneath them, and their 
eaivcs were wrought so prodi^ous thin and subtle, that you 
would think they were m motion. But the other part up to 

* This mcDtaon of the CkmnChian ornaments of ■ichttcctiifB in Sokmum'a pa^ 
lace bj Joaephna, seema to be here aet down bj way of pndepaia ; for although it 
appears to me that the Grecian and Roman moat ancient onlen of architecture, 
were taken from Solomon'a temple, aa irom thor original patterns, jet it is not so 
dear that the Uttt and moat ornamental order of the Corinthian waa ao andent, al. 
though what the aame Joaephua saya, Of the War, B. t, ch. ▼, aect. 3, toL ir, 
that one of the gatea of Heiod'a temple waa built according to the rulea of this 
Corinthian order, is no way improbame, that order being, fdthout £spute, much 
older than the reign of Heiod. However, upon some trial, I confess I have not 
hitherto been aUe fiilly to understand the structure of this pakoe of Solomon^s, 
other as described in our Bibles, or even with the additional hdp of tliis dcscrip. 
tion here hj Joacphus; onlj the reader may easilv observe with me, that the mea- 
sures of thn first building m Joaephus, one hundred cubits long, and fifly cubits 
Inoad, are the very same with the area of the court of the tabornadc of Mostn, 
and just half an Egyptian aroura or acre. 
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the roof was plastered over, and, as it were, embroidered 
with colours and pictures. He moreover built other edifices 
for pleasure ; as also very long cloisters, and those situate in 
an agreeable place of the palace ; and among them a most 
glorious dining-room, for feastings and compotations, and 
full of gold, and such other furniture as so fine a room ought 
to have for the conveniency of the guests, and where all the 
vessels were made of gold. Now, it is very hard to reckon 
up the magnitude, and the variety of the royal apartmafit ; 
how many rooms there wer^ of the largest sort ; how many of 
a bigness inferior to those ; and how many that were subter- 
raneous and invisible ; the curiosity of those that enjoyed the 
fresh air ; and the groves for the most delightful prospect, 
for the avoiding the heat, and covering of their bodies. And 
to say all in brief, Solomon made the whole building entirely 
of white stone, and cedar wood, and gold, and silver. He 
also adorned the roofs and walls with stones set in gold, and 
beautified them thereby in the same manner as he had beau- 
tified the temple of God with the like stones. He also 
made himself a throne of prodigious bigness, of ivory, con- 
structed as a seat of justice, and having six steps to it ; on 
every one of which stood, on each end of the step, two lions, 
two other lions standing above also; but at the sitting place 
of the throne, hands came out and received the king ; and 
when he sat backward, he rested on half a buUock, that 
looked towards his back, but still all was fastened together 
with gold. 

3. When Solomon had completed all this in twenty years 
time, because Hiram king of Tyre had contributed a great 
deal of gold, and more silver to these buildings, as also cedar 
wood and pine wood, he also rewarded Hiram with rich pre- 
sents ; com he sent him also year by year, and wine and oil, 
which were the principal things that he stood in need of, be- 
cause he inhabited an island, as we have already said. And 
besides these, he granted him certain cities of Galilee, twenty . 
in number, that lay not far from Tyre ; which, when Hiram 
went to, and viewed, and did not like the gift, he sent word 
to Solomon, that he did not want such cities as they were ; 
and after that time those cities were called the land of Cabulj 
which name, if it be interpreted according to the language of 
the Phenicians, denotes, what does not please. Moreover, 
the king of Tyre sent sophisms and enigmatical sayings to 
Solomon, and desired he would solve them, and free them 
from the ambiguity that was in them. Now so sagacious and 
uoderstandinff was Solomon, that none of these problems were 
too hard for him, but he conquered them all, oy his reason- 
ings, and discovered their hidden meaning, and brought it to 
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light M«nander also, one who translated the Tynan ar- 
chives out of the dialect of the Phenicians, into the Greek 
language, makes mention of these two kings, when he says 
thus: ^* When Abibalus was dead, his son Hiram received 
the kingdom from him ; who, when he had lived fifty-three 
years, reigned thirty-four. He raised a bank in the large 
place, and dedicated the golden pillar which is in Jupiter^s 
temple. He also went and cut down materials of timber out 
of the mountain called Libanvs^ for the roof of temples ; and 
when he had pulled down the ancient temples, he both built 
the temple of Hercules and that of Astarte ; and he first set 
up the temple of Hercules in the month j^eritius ; he also 
made an expedition against the Euchii [or Titii,] who did not 
pay their tribute, and when he had subdued them to himself 
he returned. Under this king there was Abdemon, a very 
youth in age, who always conquered the difficult problems 
which Solomon, king of Jerusalem, commanded him to ex^ 
plain."" Dius also makes mention of him, wherie he says thus : 
** When Abibalus was dead, his son Hiram reigned. He 
raised the eastern parts of the city higher, and made the city 
itself larger. He also joined the temple of Jupiter, which 
before stood by itself, to the city, by raising a bank in the 
middle between them, and he adorned it with donations of 

Sold. Moreover, he went up to Mount Libanus, and cut 
own materials of wood for the building of the temples.*" 
He says also, that ** Solomon, who was then king of Jeru- 
salem, sent riddles to Hiram, and desired to receive the like 
from him ; but that he who could not solve them should pay 
money to him that did solve them, and that Hiram accepted 
the conditions ; and when he was Hot able to solve the riddles 
[proposed by Solomon,] he paid a gteat deal of money for his 
fine ; but that he afterward did solve the proposed riddles by 
the means of Abdemon, a man of Tyre ; and that Hiram pro- 
posed other riddles, which, when Solomon could not solve, 
tie paid back a great deal of money to Hiram.^ This it is 
which Dius wrote. 

CHAP. VI. 

How Solomon Jbrtified the City Jerusalem, and built great 
Cities ; and how he brought some of the Canaanites into 
SuMectioHj and entertained the Q^teen of Egypt and of 
Etniopia. 

§ 1. Now, when the king saw that the walls of Jerusalem 
stood in need of bduiig better secured, and made stronger, 
(for he thought the walls that encompassed Jerusalem ought 
to correspond to the dignity of the city,) he both repaired 
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them, and made them higher, with great towers upon them : 
he also built cities which might be counted among the strong- 
est, Hazor and M^ddo, and the third, Greier, which had 
indeed belonged to me Philistines ; but Pharaoh the kii^ of 
l&gypt had made an expedition a^inst it, and bedq^ed it, 
ana taken it by force ; and when he had slain all its inhabi- 
tants, he utterly overthrew it, and gave it as a present to his 
daughter, who had been married to Solomon : for which rea- 
son the king rebuilt it, as a city that was naturally strong, and 
might be useful in wars, and the mutations of affairs that 
somedmes happen. Moreover, he built two other cities not 
far from it, jBeth-hc»ren was the name of one of them, and 
Baalath of the other. He also built other cities that lay con- 
veniently for these, in order to the enjoyment of pleasures 
and delicacies in them, such as were naturally oi a good 
temperature of the air, and agreeable for fruits ripe in their 
proper seasons, and well watered with springs. Nay, Sole 
mon went as far as the desert above Syria, and possessed him- 
self of it, and built there a very great city, which was dis- 
tant two days joiumey from the Upper Syria, and one day^s 
loumey tnm Euphrates, and «x long days journey from Ba- 
bylon the Great Now the reason why this city lay so re- 
mote from the parts of Syria that are inhabited is tins, that 
below there is no water to be had, and that it is in that place 
only that there arc springs and pits of water. When he had 
therefore built this aty, and encompassed it with very strong 
walls, he gave it the name of Tadmor^ and that is the name it 
is still called by at this day among the Syrians, but the Greeks 
name it Palmyrc^ 

S. Now Solomon the king was at this time engaged in buikl- 
ing these cities. But if any mouire why all the kings of Egypt 
from Menes, who built M!empnis, and was many years eiulier 
than our forefather Abraham, until Solomcm, where the inter- 
val was more than one thousand three hundred years, were 
called Pharaohs, and took itTrom one Pharaoh that lived after 
the kings of that interval, I think it necessary to inform them 
of it, and this in order to cure their ignorance, and to make 
the occasion of that name manifest. Pharaoh, in the Egyptian 
tongue, signifies a king^* but I suppose they made use of 

* This signification of the name Pharaoh appean to be true. But what Jo» 
sephus adds presently, that no king of Egypt wot caUcd Pharaoh after Soh" 
mon'* s father Au'lavy does hardly agree to our copies, which have long afterwards 
the names of Pftarao/ut Nechoh and Hophra^ 2 Kings xxiii, 29, Jer. xliv, 30, be- 
sides the frequent mention of that name in the prophets. However, Josephus 
himself, in his own speech to the Jews, Of the War, B. v, chap, ix, sect, iv, voL 
iv, speaks of Nechao, who was also called Pharaoh^ as the name of that king of 
Egypt, with whom Abraham was concerned ; of which name Nechao yet we 
have elscwhoc no mention till the days of Josiah, but only of PhanK>h. And, 
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other names from their childhood, but when they were made 
kings, they chanced them into the name which in their own 
tongue denoted their authority ; for thus it was also that the 
kings of Alexandria, who were called formerly by other names, 
when they took the kingdom, were named Ptolemies, from 
their first kins. The Soman emperors also were from their 
nativity called by other names, but are styled Caesars, their 
empire and their dignity imposdn^ that name upon them ; and 
not suffering them to contmue in those names which their 
fathers gave them. I suppose also that Herodotus of Hali- 
camassus, when he said there were three hundred and thirty 
kings of Egypt after Menes, who built Memphis, did there- 
fore not tell us their names, because they were m common call- 
ed Pharadis ; (or when after death there was a aueen reigned, 
he calls her by her name, Nicauky as thereby aedaring, that 
while the kings were of the male line, and so admitted of the 
same name, while a woman did not admit the same, he did 
therefore set down that her name, which she could not natu- 
rally have. As for myself, I have discovered from our own 
books, that after Pharaoh, the father-in-law of Solomon, no 
other king of Egypt did any longer use that name ; and that it 
was after that time when the fore-named queen of Egypt and 
Ethiopia came to Solomon, concerning whom we shaJi inform 
the reader presently ; but I have now made mention of these 
things, that I may prove that our books and those of the 
Egyptians agree together in many things. 

S. But king Solomon subdued to himself the remnant of the 
Canaanites, that had not before submitted to him ; those I mean 
that dwelt in Mount Lebanon, and as far as the city Hamath ; 
and ordered thcan to pay tribute. He also chose out of them 
every year such as were to serve him in the meanest offices, 
and to do his domestic works, and to follow husbandry ; for 
none of the Hebrews were servants [in such low employ- 
ments ;] nor was it reasonable, that when God had brought 
so many nations under their power, they should depress their 
own people to such mean offices of life, rather than those na- 
tions ; while all the Israelites were concerned in warlike af- 
fairs, and were in armour, and were set over the chariots, and 
the horses, rather than leading the life of slaves; He appoint- 
ed also five hundred and fifty rulers over those Canaanites 
who were reduced to such domestic slavery, who received the 
entire care of them from the king, and instructed them in those 
labours and operations wherein he wanted their assistance. 

indeed, it must be confesaed, that here and sect. 5, we have more mistakes made 
by Joiephus, and those relating to the kings of Egypt, and to the queen of 
Egypt wd Jikhiopia, whom he supposes to have come to sec Solomon, than al- 
most any where dse in all his Antiquities. 



416 ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWa BOOK VIIL 

Solomon also repaid her with many good thingB, and prind- 
pally by bestowing upon her what she chose of her own m- 
clinatfon, for there was nothing that she desired which he de^ 
nied her ; and as he was very generous and liberal in his own 
temper, so did he show the greatness of his soyl in bestowing 
on her what she herself desired of him. So when this queen 
of Ethiopia had obtained what we hare already grren an ac- 
cfmni of, and had again communicated to the idng what she 
brought with her, she returned to her own kingdom. 
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CHAP. VII. 



Bow Solomon srevo rich^ andJeU desperately in love wiih 
Women ; ana/iow God, being incensm at it, raised up Ader 
and Jeroboam against him. Concerning the Death of So- 
lotnon» 

LI. About the same dme there were brought to the king 
m the Aurea Chcrsonesus, a country so called, precious 
stones, and pine-trees, and these trees he made use of for 
supporting ttie temple, and the palace, as also for the mate- 
rials of musical instruments, the harps and the psalteries, that 
the Levites might make use of them in their hymns to God. 
The wood which was brought to him at this time was larger 
and finer than any that had ever been brought before ; but let 
no one ima^ne thai these pine-trees were like those which 
are now so named, and which take that their denomination 
from the merchants, who so call them, that they may procure 
them to be admired by those that purchase them ; for those 
we speak of were to the sight like the wood of the fig-tree, 
but were whiter and more shining. Now we have sidd thus 
much, that nobody may be ignorant of the difierence between 
these sorts of wood, nor unacquainted with the nature of the 
genuine pine-tree ; and we thought it both a seasonable and 
humane thing when we mentioned it, and the uses the king 
made of it, to explain this difference so far as we have done. 

2. Now the weight of gold that was brought him was six 
hundred and sixty-six talents, not including in that sum what was 
brought by the merchants, uor what the toparchs and kings 
of Arabia gave him in presents. He also cast two hundred 
targets of gold, each of them weighing six hundred shekels. 
He also made three hundred shields, every one weighing three 
pounds of gold, and he had them carried, and put into that 
house which was called the forest of Lebanon. He also made 
cups of gold, and of [precious] stones, for the entertainment 
of his guests, and had them adorned in the most artificial 
manner ; and he contrived that all his other furniture of ves- 

should be of gold, for there was nothing then to be sold 




CHAP. VII. ANTIQUITIES OF THE JE^V8« 417 

or botu^ht far silver; for the king had many ships which lay 
upon the sea of Tarsus : these he commanded to carry out all 
sorts of merchandise unto the remotest nations, by the sale of 
which silver and gold were brought to the king, and a great 

auantity of ivory, and Ethiopians, and apes, and they. finished 
leir voyage, going and returning, in three years^ time. 
S. Accordingly, there went a great fame all round the neigh- 
bouring countries, which proclaimed the virtue and wisdom 
of Solomon, insomuch that all the kings every where wero 
desirous to see him, as not giving credit to what was reported, 
on account of its being almost incredible : they also demon- 
strated the regard they had for him, by the presents they 
made him ; for they sent him vessels of gold, and ulver, and 
purple garments, and many sorts of spices, and horses, and 
chariots, and as many mules for his carriages as they could 
find proper to. please tlie king^s eyes, by their strength and 
beauty^ This additicMi that he made to those chariots .and 
horses which he had before from these that were sent him, 
augmented the number of his chariots by above four hundred ; 
for he had a thousand before, and augmented the number of 
his horses by two thousand, for he had twenty thousand before. 
These horses also were so much exercised, in.(Hrder to their 
making a fine appearance, and running swiftly, that no others 
could upon the comparison appear either finer or swifter, but 
they were at oikce the most u^utiful of all others, and their 
swiftness was incomparable also. . Their riders aJso were a 
further ornament to them, being in the first place young men 
in the most delightful flower of their age, and bong eminent 
for their lai^eness, and far taller than other men. They had 
also very long heads of hair hanging down, and were clothed 
in garments of Tyriari purple. They had also dust of gold 
every day sprinkled on their hair, so that their heads sparkled 
with the reflection of the sun*beanis from the gold. Tne king 
himself rode upon a chariot in the midst of these men, who 
were still in armour, and had their bows fitted to them^ He 
had on a white garment; and used to take his progress out of 
the dty in the morning. There Was a certain place, about 
fifty furlongs distant from Jerusal^n, which is called Etham ;* 

* MliethcT these flne gardens and rivulets of Etham, about six miles fVom Je- 
rusalem, whither Solomon rode so often in state, be not those alhidcd to, Eodes. 
ii, 5, 6, where he saja, ^^ He made him gardens and ordiaids, and planted trees 
in them of all kind of fruits ; he made him pools of water, to water tlie wood that 
bringeth forth trees.** And to the finest part whereof he seems to allude, when, 
in the Canticles, he compares his spouse to a ^ garden enclosed ;** to a ^^ spring 
shut up ;** to a ^^ fountain scaled, ■* chap, iv, 1 2, (part of which fountains arc still 
extant, as Mr. Maandrcll informs us, page 87, 8tt,) cannot now be certainly de^ 
tcrmined, but may very probably be conjectured. But whether this Eihum lias 
any relation to those / 'wfrM of Etham^ whidi Providence once dried up in a mi- 
raculmis manner, Psal. Ixxiv, 1 5, and in the Septuagint, I cannot say. 

VOL. 1. K E 
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very pleasant it is in fine- gardens, and abounding in rivulets 
of water ; thithier did be use to go out in the morning, utting 
on high [in his chariot.] i 

4. Now Solomon had a divine sagadty in all thii^fs, and 
was very diligent and studious to have tnings done after an 
elegant manner ; so he did not neglect the care of the ways, 
but he laid a causeway of black stone along die roads that led 
to Jerusalem, which was the royal city, both to render them 
easy for travellers, and to manifest the grandeur of his riches 
and government He also parted his dhariots, and set them 
in a regular order, that a certain number of them should be 
in every city, sull keeping' a jfew about him ; and those ctties 
he called theciti^^ of his chariots. And the king made ail- 
Ver so plentiful in Jerusalem as stones in the street ; and so 
multiplied cedar trees in the plains of Judea, which did not 
grow there before, that they were like the multitude of com- 
mon sycamore trees. He also orddined the Egyptian mer- 
chants that brought him their merchandise, to sdl mm a cha- 
riot, with a pair of horses, for six hundred drachmae of silver, 
and he sent them to tlie kings of Syria, and to those kings 
that were beyond Euphrates. 

5. But although Solomon was become the most glorious of 
kings, and the best beloved by God, and bad exceeded in 
wisdom and riches those that had been rulers of the Hebrews 
befrare him, yet did not he persevere in this happy state till 
he died. Nay, he forsook the observation of the laws of his 
father, and came to an end no way suitable to our foregoing 
history of him. He grew mad in his love of women, and lain 
no restraint on himself in his lusts : nor was he satisfied with 
the women of his own country alone, but he married many 
wives, out of ficH^ign nations, Sidonians, and Tytians, anci 
Ammonites, and Edomites; and he trangressed the laws of 
Moses, which forbade Jews to marry any but those that were 
of their own people. He also began to worship their gods, 
which he did in order to the gratification of ms wives, and 
out ei his. affection for ihcm. This veiv thing^our legislator 
suspected, and so admonished us beforehand, that we should 
not marry women of other countries, lest we should be en- 
tangled with foreign customs, and apostatize from our own ; 
lest we should leave off to honour our own God, and should 
worship their gods. But Solomon was fallen headlong into 
unreasonable pleasures, and regarded not those admonitions. 
For when he had married seven hundred wives,* the daughters 

* These seven hundred wives, or the daughters of great men, and the three 
hundred concubines, the daughters of Ae ignoble, make one thousand in all ; and 
are, I suppose, those very one thousand women intimated elsewhere bj Solomon 
himself, when he speaks of hia not having found one [good] woman among that 
very number. Kcdes. vii, W. 
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of princes and of eminent persons, and three hundred cx>n. 
cubines, and these beside the king of Egypt^s daughter, he 
soon was governed by them, till he came to imitate their prac*- 
tices. He was forced to give them this demonstration of his 
kindness and affection to them, to live according to the laws 
of their countries. And as he grew into years, and his rea- 
son became weaker by length of time, it was not sufficient to 
recall to his mind the institutions of his own country, so he 
still more and more contemned his own God, and continued 
to r^ard the gods that his marriages had introduced ; nay, 
before this happened, he sinned, and fell into an error about 
the observation of the laws, when he made the images of 
brazen oxen* that supported the brazen sea, and the images 
of lions about his own throne; for these he made, although it 
was not agreeable to piety so to do. And this he did, not^ 
withstanding that he bad his father as a most excellent and 
domestic pattern of virtue, and knew what a glorious cha- 
racter he bad left behind him, because of his piety towards 
God. Nor did lie imitate David, although God had twice 
appeared to him in his sleep, and exhorted him to imitate his 
fattier. So he died ingloriously. There came, therefore, a 
prophet to him, who was sent by God, and told him, that 
'* his wicked actions were not concealed from God; and 
threatened him that he should not long rejoice in what he 
had done: that, indeed, the kingdom should not be taken from 
him while he was alive, because Grod had promised to his fa^ 
ther David, that he would make him his successor, but that 
he would take care that -this should befall his son when he 
was dead; not that he would withdraw all the people from 
him, but that he would give ten tribes t^ a servant of his, and 
leave only two tribes to David^s grandson, for his sake, be- 
cause he loved God, and for the sake of the city of Jerusa- 
l^n, wherein he would have a temple.'" 

6. When Solomon heard this he was grieved, and greatly 
confounded, upon thb change of almost all that happiness 
which had made him to be admired, into so bad a state ; nor 
liad there much time passed after the prophet had foretold 

* JoMphui is hen oertaialy too Bevflreapon Solomon, whom makmg the che- 
xuhims, and these twelve hnmn oxen, seems to have done no more than imitate 
the pattems left him by David, which were all given David by Divine inspiratioa. 
See my description of the temples, chap. x. .And although God gave no direc- 
tion for the lions that adorned his throne, yet does not Solomon seem therein to 
have broken any law of Moses ; for althoog^ the Pharisees, and latter rabbins, 
have extended the second commandment, to forbid the very making of any image, 
though without any intention to have it worsluppe^, yet do not I suppose that So- 
lomon so understood it, nor that it ought to be so understood. The making any 
other altar for worship but that at the tabernacle, was equally forbidden by Moses, 
Antiq. B. iv, ch. viii, sect. 5, yet did not the two tribes and an half offend, when 
they njkde an ahar for a memorial only. Josh, xxn ; Antiq. B. v, ch. i, scrt. 26, 

rr. 
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what was comings before God raised up an enemy against 
him, whose name was Jder^ who took the following occasion 
of his enmity to him. He was a child of the stock of the 
EdomiteS) and of the blood royal ; and when Joab, the cap- 
tain of David''s host, laid waste the land of £dom, and de- 
stroyed all that were men grown, and able to bear arms, for 
six month''s time, this Hadad fled away, and came to Pharaoh 
the kin^ of Egypt, who received him kindly, and assi^ed him 
an house to dwell in, and a country to su|:^y him with food ; 
and when he was grown up, he loved him exceedingly, inso- 
much that he gave him his wife's sister, whose name was' 
Taphenes, to wife, by whom he had a son, who was brought 
up with the king''s children. When Hadad heard in Egypt 
tliat both David and Joab were dead, he came to Pharaon, 
and desired that he would permit him to' go to his own 
country.. Upon which the king asked what it was that he 
wanted, and what hardship he had met with, that he was so 
desirous to leave him. And when he was often troublesome 
to him, and entreated him to dismiss him, be did not then do 
-it; but at the time when Solomon^s a£Pairs^ b^an to grow 
worse, on account of his forementioned transgressions, and 
God^s anger against him for the same, Hadad, by Pharaofa^s 
permission, came to Edom ; and when he was not able to 
make the people forsake Solomon j for it was kept undo: by 
many garrisons, and an innovation was jiot to be made witn 
safety, he removed thence, and came into Syria : there he 
lighted upon one Rezon, who had runaway trom Hadadeztf, 
king of Zobah, his. master, and was become a robbed in that 
country, and joined friendship with him, who had already a 
band of robbers about him. So he went up, and seized upon 
that part of Syria, and was made king thereof. He also 
made incuraons into the land of Israel, and did it no small 
mischief, and spoiled it, and that in the lifetime of Solomon. 
And this was the calamity which the Hebrews suffered by 
Hadad. 

7. There was also one of Solomon's own nation that made 
an attempt against him, Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who had 
an expectation of rising, from a prophecy that had been made 
to him long before. He was left a child by his father, and 
brought up by his mother ; and when Solomon saw that he 
was of an active and bold disposition, he made him the cu- 
rator of the walls which he built round about Jerusalem ; and 

* Since the beginning of SoIomon*8 evil life and adversity, was the time when 
Hadad or Ader, who was bom at least twenty or thirty yean before Solomon came 
to the crown, in the days of David, began to give him disturbance ; this implies 
that Solomon *8 evil life began early and continued very long, which the multitude 
of his wives and concubines does imply also: I suppose when h^was not fifty 
years of ago. 
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he took such care of those works, that the king approved of 
his behaviour, and gave him as a reward for the same the 
charge over the tribe of Joseph. And when about that time 
Jeroboam was once'going out of Jerusalem, a prophet of the 
city Shilo, whose name was Ahyah^ met him and saluted him ; 
and when he had taken him a little aside, to a place out of 
the way, where there was not one other person present, he rent 
the garment he had on into twelve pieces, ana bid Jeroboani 
take ten of them ; and told him beforehand, that *< This is the 
will of God, he will part the dominion of Solomon, and give 
one tribe, with that which is next it, to his son, because of the 
promise made to David for his succession, and will give ten 
tribes to thee, because Solomon hath sinned against him, and 
delivered up himself to women, and to their gods. Seeing, 
therefore, thou knowest the cause for which G(3 hath chang^ 
bis mind, and is alienated from Solomon, be thou righteous, 
and keep the laws, because he hath proix)sed to thee the 
greatest of all rewards for thy piety, and the honour thoa 
shalt pay to God, namely, to be as greatly exalted as thou 
knowest David to have been." 

8. So Jeroboam was elevated by these words of the prophet, 
and being a younff man* of a Warm temper, and ambitious of 
greatness, he coula not be quiet ; and when he had so great a 
charge in the government, and called to mind what had been 
revealed to him by Ahijah, he endeavoured to persuade the 
people to forsake Solomon, to make a disturbance, and to 
bring the government over to himself. But when Solomon 
understood his intention and treachery, he sought to catch him 
and kill him ; but Jeroboam was iniormed of it beforehand, 
and fled to Shishak, the king of Egypt, and there abode till 
the death of Solomon ; by which means he gained these two 
advantages, to suffer no harm from Solomon, and to be pre- 
served for the kingdom. So Solomon died when he was al- 
ready an old man, having reigned eighty years, and live ninety- 
four. He was buried in Jerusalem, having been superior to 
all other kings in happiness, and riches, and wisdom, except- 
ing that when he was growing into years, he was deluded by 
women, and transgressed the law ; concerning which tran»- 

Fessions and the miseries which befell the Hebrews thereby, 
think proper to discourse at another opportunity. 

* This jouih of Jeroboflun, when Solomon built the walls of Jeiumlem, not 
very long »fUr he had finiihed hb twenty yean buildbg of the temple, and h» 
own palace, or not very long after the twenty-fourth year of hw reign, 1 KingH 
ix, 24; 2 Chron. viii, 11, and his youth here slill mentioned, when Solomon's 
wickedness was become intolcmhie, fully confirm my former observation, that 
such his wickedness began early, and continued very long. Sec Ecclcs. xlvii, 11. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Hffw, Mon the Death of Sohmorij Hie People Jbrsook his 
S(m nehdboamy and ordained Jeroboam King over the Ten 
Tribes. 

8 I. Now when Solomon was dead, and his son Rehoboam, 
(who was bom of an Ammonite wife, whose name was Naa- 
fnah^) had succeeded him in the kingdom, the rulers of the 
multitude sent immediately into Egypt, and called back Je- 
roboam ; and when he was come to them, to the city Sche- 
chem, Kehoboam came to it also, for he had resolved to de- 
clare himself king to the Israelites, while they were there 
gathered together. So the rulers of the people, as well as 
Jeroboam, came to him, and besought him, and said, that 
*< he ought to relax, and to be gentler than his father, in the 
servitude he had imposed on them, because they had borne 
an heavy yoke, and tnat then they should be better affected to 
him, and be well contented to serve him under hb moderate 

S)vemment, and should do it more out of love than fear.^ 
ut Rehoboam told them, they should come to him afliun 
in three days time, when he would give an answer to tneir 
request. This delay gave occasion to a present suspicion, 
sinc^ he had not given them a favourable answer to their mind 
immediately, for they thought that he should have given them 
an humane answer offhand, especially since he was but young. 
However, they thought that his consultation about it, and 
that he did not presently give them a deniali afforded them 
some good hope of success. 

2. Rehobo&m now called his father^s friends, and advised 
with them what sort of answer he ought to give to the multi- 
tude : upon which they gave him the advice which became 
friends, and those that knew the temper of such a multitude: 
they advised him ^' to speak in a way more popular than 
suited the grandeur .of a kmg, because he would thereby oblige 
them to submit to him with good will, it being most agreeable 
to subjects that their kings should be almost upon the level 
with them.'^ But Rehoboam rejected this so good, and, in 
general so profitable, advice, (it was such, at least, at that time 
when he was to be made king,) God himself, I suppose, causing 
what was most advantageous to be condemned oy him. So 
he called for the young men, who were brought up with him, 
and told them what advice the elders had given him, and bade 
them speak what they thought he ought to do. They advised 
him to give the following answer to the people, (for neither 
their youth, nor God himself, suffered them to discern what 
was best :) ** That his little finger should be thicker than his 



CHAP. VilL ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEM'S. 423 

fathers IfiiDs ; and if they had met with hard usage fniD) his 
father, they should experience much rougher treatment from 
him ; and if his father had chastised them with whips, they 
must expect that he would do it with scorpions.^* The king 
was pleased with this advice, and thought it agreeable to the 
dignity of his government, to give them such an answer. Ac- 
cordingly, when the multitude was come together to hear his 
answer on the third day, all the people wei*c in great expec- 
tation, and very intent to hear what the king would say to them, 
and supposed they should hear somewhat of a kind nature, but 
he passed by his friends, and answered as the young men had 
given him counsel. Now this was done according to the will 
of God, that what Ahijah had foretold might come to pass. 

3. By these words the people were struck, as it were, by an 
iron hammer, and were so grieved at the words, as if they had 
already felt theeifectsof them, and they had great indignation 
at the king; and all cried out aloud, and said, ^^ We will have 
no longer any relation to David or his posterity after this day."^ 
And they said farther, ^^ Wc only leave Xjd Kchoboam the 
temple which his father built;*" and they threatened to forsake 
him. Nay, they were so bitter, and retained their wrath so 
long, th^t when he sent Adoram, which was over the tribute, 
that he might pacify them, and render them milder, and per- 
suade them to forgive him, if he had said any thing that was 
rash or grievous to them in his youth, they would not bear it, 
but threw stones at him, and killed him. When Rehoboam 
saw this, he thought himself aimed at by those stones with 
which they had killed his servant, and feared lest he should 
undergo the last of punishments in earnest ; so he got imnie- 
diately into his chariot, and fled to Jerusalem, where the tribe 
of Judah and that of Benjamin. ordained him king; but the 
rest of the multitude forsook the sons of David from that day, 
and appointed Jeroboam to be ruler of their public affairs. 
Upon this Rehoboam, Solomon's son, assembled a great con- 
gregation of those two tribes that submitted to him, and was 
ready to take an hundred and eighty thousand chosen men out 
•of the army, to make an expedition against Jeroboam and his 
people, that he might force them by war to be his servants ; 
but he was forbidden of God by the prophet [Shemaiah] to 
go to war, for that it was not just that brethren of the same 
country should fight one against another. He also said, that 
this defection of the multitude was according to the purpose 
of God. So he did not proceed in this expedition. And now 

• That by ncorpioHS is not here meant that small animal so called, which was 
never used in corrcctioni*, but either a nhnib, with sliarp prickles like the stings 
of scorpions, puch a-s our fume bush, or cIhc some terrible sort of whip of the like- 
nature. 5>cc Hudson's and Spanheim's notw hero. 
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I will relate first the actions of Jeroboam the king of Israel, 
after which we will relate what are therewith connected, the 
actions of Rehoboam, the kin^ of the two tribes; by this 
means we shall preserve the good order of the history entire. 
4. When, therefore^ Jerolxnin had built him a palace in the 
<nty Shechem, he dwelt there. He also built him another at 
Penuel, a city so called. And now the feast of tabernacles 
was approaching in a little time, Jeroboam considered, that 
if he snould permit the multitude to go to worship God at 
Jerusalem, and there to celebrate the festival, they woifld pro- 
bably repent of what they had done, and be enticed by the 
temple, and by the worship of GtxL there performed, and would 
leave him, and return to their first king; and if so, he should 
run the risk of losing his own life ; so he invent«i this con- 
trivance : he made two golden heifers, and built two little tem- 
ples for them, the one in the city Bethel, and the other in 
Dan, which last was at the fountains of the Lesser Jordan, * 
and he put the heifers into both the little temples, in the fore- 
mentioned cities. And when he had called those ten tribes 
together, over whom he ruled, he made a speech td the people 
in these words : '^ I suppose, my countrymen,, that you know 
this, that every place hath Ood in it, nor is there/ any one de- 
terminate jsisLce m which he is, but he every where hears and 
sees those that worship him ; on which account I do not think 
it right for you to go so long a journey to Jerusalem, which is 
an enemy's city, to worship hitti. It was a man that built the 
temple: I have also made two golden heifers, dedicated to the 
same Grod; and the one of them I have consecrated in the dly 
Bethel, and the other in Dan, to the end that those of you 
that dwell nearest those cites, may go to them, and worship 
God there : and I will ordain for you certain priests and Le- 
vites frojp among yourselves, that you may have no want of 
the tribe of Levi, or of the sons of Aaron; but let him that is 
desirous among you of being a priest, bring to God a bullock 
and a ram, which they say Aaron the first priest brought aka^ 
When Jeroboam had said this, he deluded the people, and 
made them to revolt from the worship of tlieir foreiatliers, and 
to transgress their laws. This was the banning of miseries 
to the Hebrews, and the causes why they w<^re overcome in 

* MHicther thwcfiuniaitu of the Lester Jordan were near a place caUed Dauy 
and tlie ^ountaini of the Greater near a place called Jor^ before their coojuoctioo ; 
or whet|i£r there was ooly one fountain, arising at the lake Phiala, at first sinking 
under ground, and then arising near the mountain Faneum, and thence running 
through the lake S«niochonitis to the sea of Galilee, and no fkr called the tA-tter 
Jordan^ is hardly certain even in Josephus himself, though the latter account be 
the most probable. However, the northern idolatrous calf, set up by Jeroboam 
was where Little Jordan fell into Orcat Jordan, near a place called Daphna\ as 
.losephus elsewhere informs us, Of the M'ar, B. iv, ch. i, sect, 1 , voL iii. See the 
note there. 
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war by foreigners, and so fell into captivity. But we shall 
relate those things in their proper places hereafter. 

5. When the feast [of tabemaclesl was just approaching, 
Jeroboam was desirous to celebrate it himself in Bethel, as 
did the two tribes celebrate it in Jerusalem. Accordingly, he 
built an altar before the heifer, and undertook to be nigh- 
priest himself. So he went up to the altar, with his own 
priests about him ; but when he was going to offer the sacri- 
iices, and the burnt-offerings, in the sight of all the people, a 
prophet, whose name was Jadan^ w^s sent by Grod, and came 
to him from Jerusalem, who stood in the midst of the multi- 
tude, and in the hearing of the king, and directing his dis- 
course to the altar, said thus: *< God foretells that there shall 
be a certain man of the family of David, Josiah by name, 
who shall slay upon thee those false priests that shall live at 
that time, and upon thee shall bum the bones of those de- 
ceivers of the people^ those impostors and wicked wretches. 
However, that ttiis people may believe that these things shall 
so come to pass, I foretel a sign to them that shall also come 
to pass : this altar shall be broken to pieces immediately, and 
all the fat of the sacrifices that is upon it, shall be poured 
upon the ground.^ When the prophet had said this, Jero- 
boam fell into a passion, and stretched out his hand, and bid 
them lay hold of him ; but that hand which he stretched out 
was enfeebled, and he was not able to pull it in again to him, 
for it was become withered, and hung down, as if it were a 
dead hand. The altar also was broken to pieces, and all that 
was upon it was poured out, as the prophet had foretold 
should come to pdss. So the king understood that he was a 
man of veracity, and had a divine foreknowledge; and entreated 
him to pray unto God that he would restore his right hand. 
Accordingly, the prophet did pray to Grod to grant him that 
request. So the king having his hand recovered to its natur* 
al state, rgoiced at it, and invited the prophet to sup with 
him ; but Jadon said, that ^^ he could not endure to come iiv- 
to his house, nor to taste of bread and water in this city, for 
that was a thing God had forbidden him to do; as also to go 
back by the same way which he came, but he said he was to 
return by another way.^ So the king wondered at the ab- 
stinence of the man, but was himself in fear, as suspecting a 
change of his affairs for the worse, from what had been said 
to him. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Hofw Jadon the Prophet was persuaded by another 
Prophety and returned [to Methel] and was qfiermirc 
slain by a Lion, As also what Words the wicked Prophet 
madeuse of to persuade the Kiiig^ and thereby alienated his 
Mindjrom God. 

§ 1. Now, there was a certain wicked man in that city, who 
was a false prophet, whom Jeroboam had in great esteem, but 
was deceived by him, ana his flatterine words. This man was 
bedrid by reason of the infirmities of old age : however, he 
was informed by his sons concerning the prophet that was 
come from Jerusalon, and concerning the signs done by him ; 
and how, when Jeroboam'^s right hand had been enteebled, 
at the prophet's prayer, he had it revived again. Whereupon 
he was auraid that this stranger and prophet should be in 
better* esteem with the king than himself, and obtain greater 
honour from him, and he gave order to his sons to saddle his 
ass presently, and make all ready that he might go out Ac- 
coroingly, they made haste to do what they wer^ commanded ; 
and he got upon the ass and followed after the prophet ; and 
when he had overtaken him, as he was resting himself under 
a very large oak-tree that was thick and diady, he at first sa- 
luted him, but presently he complained of him, because he 
had not come into his house, and partaken of his hospitality. 
And when the other said, that <^ God hild fiMrbidden him to 
taste of any one^s provision ia that city 9^ he rej^ed, that << for 
certain God had not forbidden that I should set food bef<»e 
thee, for I am a prophet as thou art, and worship. God m the 
same manner that thou dost, and I am now come as sent by 
him, in order to bring thee into my house, and ipake theemy 
gueat"^ Now Jadon gave credit to this l^i^ prophet, and 
returned back with hidi. But when* they weire at dinoer, and 
were merry together, God appeared to Jadon, and said, that 
^< he should suffer punbhment for transgressing his com- 
mands : and he told him what that punishment should be, for 
he said, that he should meet with a lion as he was going on 
his way, by which lion he should be torn in pieces, and be 
deprived of burial in the sepulchre of his fafthefcs.'" Which 
things came to pass, as I suppose; according to the will of 
God, that so Jeroboam might not give heed to the words of 
Jadon, as of one that had been convicted of lying. However, 
as Jadon was again going to Jerusalem, a lion assaulted him, 
and pulled him off the beast he rode on, and slew him, yet 
did he not at all hurt the ass, but sat by him, and kept him, 
as also the pr()phet''s body. This continued till some tra- 
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vellcrs that saw it came and told it in the city to the false 
prophet, who sent his sons, and brought the body into the 
dty, and niade a funeral for him at great expense. He also 
charged his sons to bury himself with him ; and said, that 
^' all which lie had foretold against that city, and the altar 
and priests, and false prophets, would prove true, and that if 
he were buried with him, ne should receive no injurious treat- 
ment after his death, the bones not being then to be distin. 
guished asunder.'** But now, when he had performed those 
funeral rites to the prophet, and had given tliat charge to his 
sons, as he was a wicked and an impious man, he goes to Je- 
roboam, and says to him, '* And wherefore is it now that thou 
art disturbed at the words of this ully fellow ?^ And when 
the king had related to him what had happened about the al- 
tar, and about his own hand, and gave him the names of a 
divine man, and an excellent prophet, he endeavoured, by a 
wicked trick, to weaken that his opinion, and by u»ng plau- 
sible words concerning what had lutppened, he aimed to in- 
jure the truth that was in tliem; for he attempted to persuade 
him, that ^' his hand was enfeebled by the labour it had un- 
dergone in supporting the sacrifices, and that upon its resting 
a while it returned to its former nature again ; and that as to 
the altar, it was but new, and had borne abundance of sacri- 
fices, and those large ones too, and was accordingly broken 
to pieces, and fallen down by the weight of what had been 
laia upon it"^ He also informed him of the deatli of him that 
had foretold those things, and how he perished ; [whence he 
concluded that] he had not any thing in him of a prophet, 
nor spake any tning like gne. When he had thus spoken, he 
persuaded the king, and entirely alienated his mind from God, 
and ham doing works that were righteous and holy, and en- 
couraged him to go on in his impious practices;* and ac- 
cordingly he was to that degree injurious to God, and so great 
a transgressor, that he sought for nothing else every day but 
how he might be guilty of some new instances of wickedness, 
and such as should be more detestable than what he had been 
so insolent as to do before. And so much shall at present 
suffice to have said concerning Jeroboam. 

* How much a larger and better copy Joeephus had in thu remarkable hutory 
of the true prophet of .liidea, and his ooocem with Jeroboam, and with the Mu 
prophet of Bethel, than our other oopiea have, is evident at fint tight. Thia pro* 
phet'i very name, Jadon^ or aa the (Constitutions call him, Adonias, i« wanting in 
our otlier copies ; and it is there with no little absurdity said, that God reveled 
Jadon the true prophet's death, not to Mmaelfy aa here, but to iktfalte proj^teL 
Whether the particular account of the aigumenta made use of, after all, by the 
false prophet against his own belief, and his own conscience, in order to persuade 
Jeroboam to persevere in hu idolatry smd wickedness, than which more plausible 
could not be invented, was intimated in JoaephusV eopy, or in some other ancient 
book, cannot now be determined : our other copies say not one word of it. 
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CHAP. X. 

Concemhtff Rehdboam, and how God ii^icted PtinishmaU 
upon himjbr his impietif by ShUhak [Kinff ofEgypLi 

§ 1. Now Kehoboam, the son of Solomon, wbo^ as wc said 
before, was kin^ of the two tribes, built strong and large cities, 
BethlcAiem, and Etam, and Tekoa, and Bethzur, and Shooo; 
and AduUam, and Ipan, and Maresha, and Ziph, and Ado- 
nam, and Lachish, and Azekah, and Zorah, and Aijalon, and 
Hebron ; these he built first of all in the tribe of Judah. He 
also built other large cities in the tribe of Benjamin, and 
walled them about, and put garrisons in them all, and cw^ 
tains, and a great deal of com, and wine and oil, and he fur- 
nished every one of them plentifully with other provisions 
that were necessary tot sustenance ; moreover, he put therein 
shields and spears for many ten thousand men. The priests 
also that were in all Israel, and the Levites, and if there were 
any of the multitude that were good and righteous men, they 
gathered themselves together to him, having left their own 
cities, that they might worship God in Jerusalem ; for they 
were not willingto be forced to worship the heifers which 
Jeroboam had made, and they augmented the kingdom of 
Rehoboam for three years. And after he had married a wo- 
man of his own kindred, and had by her three children bom 
to him, he married also another of his own kindred, who was 
daughter of Absalom by Tamar, whose name was Maachah, 
and by her he had a son, whom he named Ab\jah. He had 
moreover many other children by other wives ; but he loved 
Maachah above them all. Now he had eighteen legitimate 
wives, and thirty concubines ; and he had bom to him twenty- 
eight sons and mree score daughters ; but he appointed Abi- 
}*ah, whom he had by Maachah, to be his successor in the 
ingdom ; and intrusted him already with the treasures and 
the strongest cities. 

%. Now I cannot but think, that the greatness of a king- 
dom, and its change into prosperity, often becomes the occa- 
sion of mischief and of transgression to men ; for when Reho- 
boam saw that his kingdom was so much increased, he went 
out of the right way, unto unrighteous and irreligious prac- 
tices, and he despised the worship of God, till the people tnem- 
selves imitated his wicked actions ; for so it usually happens, 
that the manners of subjects are corrupted at the same time 
with those of their governors, which subjects then lay aside 
their own sober way of living, as a reproof of their governors 
intemperate courses, and follow their wickedness, as if it were 
virtue ; for it is not possible to show that men approve of the 
actions of their king;;, unless they do the same actions with 
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them. Agreeably whereto, it now happened to the subjects 
of Rehoboam ; for when he was grown impious, and a trans- 
gressor himself, they endeavoured not to oitend him by resolv- 
ing still to be righteous. But Grod sent Shishak king of Egypt 
to punish them for their unjust behaviour towards him ; con- 
cerning whom Herodotus was mistaken, and applied his ac- 
tions to Sesostris, for this Shishak,* in the fifth year of the 
reign of Rehoboam, made an expedition [into Judca] with 
many ten thousand men, for he haoi one thousand two hundred 
chariots in number that followed him, and threescore thousand 
h(Nrsemen, and four hundred thousand footmen. These he 
brought with him, and they were the greatest part of them 
Libyans and Ethiopians.^ Now, therefore, when he fell upon 
the country of the Hebrews, he took the strongest cities of 
Rehoboam^s kingdom without fighting; and when he had put 
garrisons in them, he came last of all to Jerusalem. 

3. Now when Rehoboam, and the multitude with him, 
were shut up in Jerusalem by the means of the army of 
Shishak, and when they besought Grod to give them victory 
and deliverance, they could not persuade God to be on their 
side. But Shemaiah the prophet told them, that God threat* 
encd to forsake theoi, as they had themselves forsaken his 
worship. When they heard this they were immediately in a 
consternation of mind, and seeing no way of deliverance, 
they all earnestly set themselves to confess tliat God might 
justly overlook them, since they had been guilty of impiety 
towards him, and had let liis laws lie in confusion. So when 
God saw them in that disposition, and that they acknow- 
ledged their sins, he told the prophet that he would not deu 
stroy them, but that he would, however, make them servants 
to the Egyptians, that they may learn whether they will suffer 
less by serving men or God. So when Shishak had taken the 
city without fighting, because Rehoboam was afraid, and rcu 
ceived him into it, yet did not Shishak stand to the covenants 
he had made, l)ut he spoiled the temple, and emptied the 
treasures of God, and those of the king, and carried off* innu- 
merable ten thousands of gold and silver, and left nothing 
at all behind him. He also took away the bucklers of gold 
and the shields which Solomon the king had made ; nay, he 
did not leave the golden quivers which I)avid had taken* from 
the king of Zobah, and had dedicated to God ; and when he 
had thus done, he returned to his own kingdom. Now 
Herodotus of Halicamassus mentions this expedition, having 

* That thii Shishak was not the same person with tlic famous Sesostris, as 
some have very latdy, in contradiction to all antiquity, supposed, and that our 
Josephus did not take him to be the same as they pretend, but that Sesostris was 
many centuries earlier than Shishak, see AuthenL Records, part iL p. 1U?4. 
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only mistaken the king'^s name ; and [in saying that] he made 
war upon many other nations also, and brought Syria of Pa- 
lestine into subjection, and took the men that were therein 
prisoners, without fighting. Now it is manifest, that he in- 
tended to declare that our nation was subdued by him ; for 
he saith, that *' he left behind him pillars in the land of those 
that delivered themselves up to him without fighting, and en- 
ffraved upon them the secret parts of women.** Now our 
king llehoboam delivered up our city without fighting. He 
says withal,* that ** the £thi(mians learned to circumcise 
their privy parts from the Egyptians, with this addition, that 
the Pnenicians and Syrians that live in Palestine confess that 
they learned it of the Egyptians.^ Yet it is evident that no 
other of the Syrians that live in Palestine besides us alone 
are circumcised ; but as to such matters, let every one speak 
what is agreeable to his own opinion. 

4. When Shisliak was gone away, king Rehoboam made 
bucklers and shields of bi^ass, instead of those <^ gold, and 
delivered the same number of them to the keepers of the 
king^s palace. So, instead of warlike expeditions, and that 
glory which results from those public actions, he reigned in 
great quietness, though not without fear, as being always an 
enemy to Jeroboam, and he died when he had lived fifty-se- 
ven years and reigned seventeen. He was in his disposition 
a proud and a fooUsh man, and lost [part of] his dominion 
by not hearkening to his father'^s frienas. He was buried in 
Jerusalem, in the sepulchres of the kings ; and his son Abijah 
succeeded him in the kingdom, and this in the eighteenth 
year of Jeroboam^s reign over the ten tribes; and this was the 
conclusion cf these amiirs. It must be now our business to 
felate the affairs of Jeroboam, and how he ended his life ; 
for he ceased not, nor rested to be injurious to God', but 
every day raised up altars upon high mountains, and went on 
making priests out of the multitude. 

* Herodotus, as here quoted by Josephus, and aa this passage still stands io 
his present copies, B. ii, chap, civ, affirms, that ** the Phenidans and Syrians in 
Palestine [which last are generally suj^Msed to denote the Jews,] owned their re- 
eeiving drcumcision from the Egyptians ;" whereaa it is abundantly evident, that 
the Jews received tlieir circumcision from the patriarch Abraham, Uen. zvii, 9- 
14; John vii, tt, 23, as I conclude the Egyptian prieHts tliemselves did al^. 
It is not, therefon, very unlikely that Herodotus, because the Jews had lived 
long in Egypt, and came out of it drcumdaed, did thereupon think they had 
learned that circumcision in Egypt, and had it not before. Manetho, the fasious 
Egyptian chronologer and historian, who knew the history of his own country 
much better than Herodotus, complains frequently of his mistakes about didr af- 
fairs, as does Josephus more than once in this chapter ; nor, indeed, does Hero- 
dotUB seem at all acquainted with the affairs of the Jews ; for as he never names 
them, BO little or nothing of what he says about them, their country, or marhtme 
cities, two of which he alone mentions, Cadjrtns and Jenysus, proves true ; nor, 
indeed, do there cppear to have ever been any such cities on their coast. 
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CHAP. XL 

Concennng the Deaih of a Son of Jeroboanis. How Jero- 
boam was beaten by Abijah^ who died a ItUle afterward^ 
and was succeeded in his Kingdom by Asa, Arm also how, 
after the death of Jeroboam^ Baasha. destroyed his Son 
Nadaby aiid dU the House of Jeroboam, 

1. HowEvsB, Grod was in no long time ready to return 
i^eroboam^s wicked actions and the punishment they deserved 
upon his own head, and upon the heads of all his house. 
And whereas a son of hu lay sick at that time, who was 
called Abifohf he enjoined his wife to lay aside her robes, 
and to take the garments belonging to a private person, and 
to go to Ahijah the prophet, for that he was a wonderful man 
in foretelling futurities, it having been he who told me that 
I should be king. He also enjoined her, when she came to 
him, to inquire concerning the child, as if she were a stranger, 
whether he should escape this distemper. So she did as her 
husband bade her, and changed her habit, and came to the 
city Shiloh, for there did Ahijah live. And as she was going 
into his house, his eyes being then dim with age, God ap- 
peared to him, and informed him of two things, that the wife 
of Jeroboam was come to him, and what answer he should 
make to her inquiry. Accordingly, as the woman was coming 
into the hbuse, like a private person and a stranger, he cried 
out, ^^ Come in, O thou wife c^ Jeroboam ! Why concealest 
thou thyself? thou art not concealed from God, who hath 
appeared to me, and informed me that thon wast coming, 
and hath given me in command what I shall say unto thee.*" 
So he said that '^ she should go away to her husband, and 
speak to him thus: Since I made thee a great man when 
thou wast little, or rather was nothing, and rent the kingdom 
from the house of David, and gave it to thee, and thou hast 
been unmindful of these benefits, hast left dSP my worship, 
hast made thee molten gods, and honoured them, I will m 
like manner cast thee down again, and will destroy all thy 
house, and make them food for the dogs and the fowls ; for 
a certain king is rising up, by my appointment, over all 
this people, who shall leave none of the family of Jeroboam 
remaining. The multitude also shall themsdves partake of 
the same punishment, and shall be cast out of this good land, 
and shiall be scattered into the places beyond Euphrates, 
because they have followed the wicked practices of their 
king, and have worshipped the eods that he made, and for- 
saken my sacrifices. But do thou, O woman, make haste 
back to thy husband, and tell him this message: but thou 
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shall then find thy son dead, for as thou enterest the city he 
shall depart this fife ; yet shall he be buried with the lamen. 
tation of all the multitude, and honoured with a general 
mourning, for he is the only person of goodness oi Jero- 
boam^s family.*^ When the prophet had foretold these events, 
the woman went hasdly away with a disordered mind, and 
greatly grieved at the death of the forenamed child. So sUe 
was in lamentation as she went along the road, and mourned 
for the death of her son that was just at hand. She was in- 
deed in a miserable condition at the unavoidable misery of 
his death, and went apace, bot in circumstances very unfor- 
tunate, because of her son ; for the greater haste she made, 
she would the sooner see her son dead, yet was she forced to 
make such haste on account of her husband. Accordingly, 
whai she was come back, she found that the child had given 
up the ghost, as the prophet had said ; and she related all 
the circumstances to the king. 

fL Yet did not Jeroboam lay any of these things to heart, 
but he brought together a very numerous anny, and made a 
warlike expedition i^ainst Abijah Aie son of Reboboam, who 
had succeeded his father in the kingdom of the two tribes, 
for he despised him because 'of his age. But when he heard 
of the expedition of Jeroboam, he was not afirighted at it, 
but proved of a courageous temper of mind, superior both to 
his youth, and to the hopes of nis enemy ; so he diose him 
an army out of the two tribes, and met Jeroboam at a place 
called Mount Zemaraimy and pitched his camp near the 
others, and prepared every thing necessary for the fight. His 
army consisted *of four hundred thousand, but the army of 
Jeroboam was double to it. Now, as the armies stood in 
array ready for action and dangers, and were just going to 
fight, Abijah stood upon an elevated place, and beckoning 
with his hand, he desired the multitude and Jeroboam him- 
self to hear first with silence what he had to say. And when 
silence was made, he began tx> speak, and told them, '^ Grod 
had consented that David and nis posterity should be their 
rulers for all time to come, and this you yourselves are not 
unacquainted with ; but I cannot but wonder how you should 
forsake my father, and join yourselves to his servant Jero- 
boam, and are now here with him to fight against those who 
,by God^s own determination are to reign, and to deprive them 
of that dominion which they have still retained, for as to the 
greater part of it Jeroboam is unjustly in possession of it. 
However, I do not suppose he will enjoy it any longer, but 
when* he hath suffered that punishment which Ood thinks due 
to him for«what.is past, he will leave off the transgressions 
he hath l)cen guilty of, and the injuries he hath offered to 
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him, and whic^i he hath still continued to offer, and hath per. 
suaded vou to do the same ; yet, when you were not any fur- 
ther unjustly treated by my rather, than that he did not speak 
to you so as to please you, and this only in compliance witli 
the advice of wicked men, yOu in anger forsook him, as you 
pretended, but, in reality, you withdrew yourselves from God 
and from his laws, although it would have been right for you 
to have forgiven a man that was young in age, and not used 
to govern peode, not only some disagreeable words, but if 
his youth ana his unskilfulness in affairs had led him into 
some unfortunate actions, and that for the sake of his father 
Solomon, and the benefits you received from him ; for men 
ought to excuse the sins of posterity on account of the bene- 
factions of parents: but you considered nothing of all this 
then ; neither do you consider it now, but come with so great 
an army against us. And what is it that vou depend upon 
for victory ? Is it upon these golden hei&rs and the altars 
that you have on high places, which are demonstrations of 
your impiety, and not of religious worship ? Or, is it the 
exceeding multitude of your army which gives you such good 
hopes ? Yet certainly there is no strength at all in an army 
of many ten thousands, when the war is unjust ; for we ought 
to place our surpst hope of success against our enemies in 
righteousness alone, and in piety towards God : which hope 
we justly have, since we have kept the laws from the begin- 
ning, and have worshipped our own God, who was not made 
by hands out of corruptible matter, nor was he formed by a 
wicked king, in order to deceive the multitude, but who is 
his own workmanship,* and the beginning and end of all 
things. I, therefore, give you counsel even now to repent, 
and to take better advice, and leave off the (xosecution of 
the war ; to call to mind the laws of your country, and to 
reflect what it hath been that hath advanced you to so happy 
a state as you are now in."^ 

3. This was the speech which Abijah made to the multi^ 
tude. But while he was still speaking, Jeroboam sent some 
of his soldiers privately to encompass Abijah round about, 
on cert^n parts of the camp that were not taken notice of; 
and when he was thus within the compass of the enemy, his 
army was affrighted, and their coura^ failed them; but Abi- 
jah encouraged them, and exhorted them to place their hopes 
on Grod, for that he was not encompassed by the enemy. So 
they all at once implored the divine assistance, while the 

* This is a strange eiprcanon in Joiephas, that God is his own xvorkmanship^ 
or that he made himseff^ contnury to oommon sense, and to Catholic Christianity. 
Perhaps he only means that he was made by one, but was unorlginatcd. 
VOL. I. F F 
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priests spundcd with the trumpets, aiid they made a shout, 
And fell upon their enemies, and God brake the courage, and 
cast down the force of their enemies, and made Abijah^s ar- 
my superior to them ; for God vouchsafed to grant them a 
wonderful and very famous victory ; and such a slaughter* 
vas^now made of Jeroboam'*s army as is never recorded to 
have happened in any other war, whether it were of the 
Greeks or of the Barbarians, for they overthrew [and slew] 
£ve hundred thousand of their enemies, and they took their 
strongest cities by force, and spoiled them; and besides those, 
they did the same to Bethel and her towns, and Jcshanah 
ana her towns. And after this defeat Jeroboam never re- 
covered himself during the life of Abijab, who yet did not 
long survive, for he reigned but three years, imd was buried 
in Jerusalem, in tlie sepulchres of his forefathers. He left 
behind 'him twenty-two sons and sixteen daughters ; and he 
had also those children by fourteen wives; and Asa his son 
succeeded in the kingdom ; and the young man'*s motlier was 
Michaiah. Under his reign the country of the Israelites en- 
joyed peace for ten years. 

4.. And so far concerning Abijah, the son of Rehoboam, 
the son of Solomon, as his history hath come down to us ; 
but Jeroboam, the king of the ten tribes, died when he had 
•governed tliein two and twenty years ; wlioge son Nadab suc- 
ceeded him, in tlu* second year of the reign (»f Asa. Now, 
Jeroboanrs son governed two years, and restniibled his father 
in impiety and wickedness. In these two years he made an 
expetlition against Gibbethon, a city of the Philistines, ami 
continued the siege in order to take it ; but he was conspired 
iigainst while- he was there by a friend of his, whose name 
was Baaaha^ the son of Ahijah, and was slain ; which Baaslia 
took Uie kingdom after the other'^s death, and destroyed the 
whole house of Jeroboam. It also came to pass, according 
as God had foretold, that some of Jeroboam's kindred that 
died in the city were torn to pieces and devoured by dogs, 
tjod that others of them that ciied in the fields were torn and 
devoured by the fowls. So the house of Jeroboam suilered 
the just punishment of his impiety, and of his wicked actions. 

* By thl^ terrible and perfectly unparalldctl slapghtcr of five hundred tlnm- 
' lumd men of the newly idolatrous and rebellidus ten tribed, Ood*s high displea- 
sure and indignation against that idolatry and rebellion fully appeared ; the N- 
mainder were thereby seriously cautioned not to pcnu«^ in them, and a kind of 
balance or equilibrium was made between the ten and the two tribes for. the time 
to come; while otherwise the perpctnally ' idolatrous and rebellious ten tribes 
would naturally have been too powerful for the two tribes, which were pretty fre* 
qucntly free both from such idolatry and rebellion. Nor is there any reason to 
doubt of the truth of this prodigious number slain u))on so signal an occasion. 



CHAP. XIL ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 435 

CHAP. XII. 

How Zerahi King of the Ethiopians^ was beaten by Asa ; and 
how Asa^ upon Baasha^s maJcing War against him, in* 
viied the King of the Damasce^is to assist him ; and hmo^ 
on tJie Destruction of the House ofBaasha^ Zimri got the 
Kingdomy as did his Son Ahab after him. 

§ 1. Now Asa, the king of Jerusalem, was of an excellent 
character, and had a regard to God, . and neither did nor de- 
signed any thing but what had relation to the observation of 
the laws. He made a reformation of his kingdom, and cut 
<^* whatsoever was wicked therein, and purified it from every 
impurity. Now he had an army of chosen men that were 
armed with targets and spears ; out of the tribe of Judah 
three hundred thousand, and out of the tribe of Benjamin^ 
that bore shields and drew bows, two hundred and fifty thou- 
sand. But when he had already reigned ten years, Zerah, 
king of Ethiopia,* made an expedition against him with a 
great army of nine hundred thousand footmen, and one hun- 
dred thousand horsemen, and three hundred chariots, and caine 
as far as Mareshah, a city that belonged to the tribe of Judah. 
Now when Zerah had passed so far with his own army, Asa 
met him, and put his army in array over against him in a valley 
called Zephxithah^ not far from the city ; and when he saw the 
multitude of the Ethio})ians, he cried out, and bestmght God 
to give them the victory, and that ho might kill many ten 
thousands of the enemy : " For,"^ said ho, *' I depend on 
nothing else but that assistance which I expect from thetv 
which is able to make the fewer superior to the more nume- 
rous, and the weaker to the stronger ; and thence it is alone 
that I venture to meet Zerah, and fight with him."" 
, 2. While Asa was saying this, God gave him a signal of 
victory, and joining battle cneerfuUy on account of what God 
had foretold about it, he slew a great many of the Ethiopians ; 
and when he had put them to mght, he pursued them to the 
country of drerar : and when they had left off killing their ene- 
mies, they betook themselves to spoiling them, (ror the city 
Gerar was already taken,^ and to spoiling their camp, so that 
they carried off much gola and much silver, and a great deal of 
[other] prey, and camels, and sreat cattle, and flocks of sheep. 
Accordingly, when Asa and his army had obtained such a 
victory, and such wealth from God, they returned to Jerusa<r 
lorn. Now as they were coming, a prq[>het whose name was 
Azariah, met them on the road, and bade them stop their 

* The Tcadet is to raimnber, that Cmh is not Ethiopia^ bnt Arabia. See 
Bodwrt, B. it, dwp. ii. *"• 

VVft 
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jouniey a little ; and began to say to them thus : " That the 
reason why they obtained this victory from God was this, 
that, they had sl'iowed themselves righteous and religious men, 
and had done every thing according to the will of God ; that 
therefore, he said, if they persevered therein, God would 

{' rrant that they should always overcome their enemies, and 
ivc happily ; but that, if they left off his worship, all things 
shall fall out oh the contrary : and a time* should come, 
whereio no true prophet shall be left in your whole multi- 
tude^ nor a priest who shall deliver you a true answer from 
the oracle; out your cities shall be overthrown, and your 
nation scattered over the whole earth, and live the life of 
strangers and wanderers.'' So he advised them, while they 
had time, to be good, and not to deprive themselves of tlic 
•favour of God. When the king and the people heard this, 
fthey rejoiced ; and all in common, and every one in particu- 
lar, took great care to behave themselves righteouslj. Tlie 
king also sent some to take care that those in the country 
should observe the laws also. 

9. And this was the state of Asa, king of the two tribes. 
I now return to Baasha, the king of the multitude of the 
Israelites, who slew Nadab, the son of Jeroboam, and re- 
tained the government. He dwelt in the city Tirzah, having 
made that his habitation, and reigned twenty-four years. He 
became more wicked and impious than Jeroboam or his son. 
He did a great deal of mischief to the multitude, and was 
injurious to Grod, who sent the prophet Jehu, and told him 
beforehand, that *^ his whole family should be destroyed, and 
that he would bring the same miseries on his house wliich had 
brought that of Jeroboam to ruin ; because, when he had been 
made king by him, he had not requited his kindness by go. 
veming toe multitude righteously and religiously; which 
things, in the first place, tended to their own happiness, and, 
in the next place, were pleasing to God ; that he had imitated 
this v^y wicked king, Jeroboam ; and although that man's 
soul had perished, yet did he express to the lifa hit wicked- 
ness ; and he said, that he should therefore justly eisperienoe 
the like calamity with him, ^nee he had been guilty of the 
like wickedness." But Baasha, though he heard beforehand 
what miseries would befal him and his whole family for their 
insolent behaviour, yet did not he leave off his wicked prac* 
tices for the time to come, nor did he care to appear to be 
other than worse and worse till he died ; nor did tie tiien re- 
pent of his past actions, nor endeavour to obtain pardon of 
God for them, but did as those do who have rewards pro- 

* Here ti a ytty great eiror in our Hebrew copy m this pUice, 2 Chioo. vvi, 
3-6, as applying what follows to times past« and Ml to tkatB future ; wImboc 
that text is quite miaapplied by Sir Jsaac Newton. 
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posed to tiiein when they have once in earnest set about their 
work, they do not leave off their labours ; for thus did Baa- 
sho, when the prophet foretold to him what would come to 
pass, grow worse, as if what were threatened, the perdition 
of his family, and the destruction of liis house, (which are 
really among the greatest of evils,) were good things ; and as 
if he were a combatant for wickedness, he every day took 
more and more pains for it ; and at last he took his army, 
and assaulted a certain considerable city called Ramah, w hich 
was forty furlongs distant from Jerusalem ; and when he had 
taken it, he fortified it, having determined beforehand to leave 
a garrison in it, that they might thence make excursions and 
do mischief to the kingdom of Asa. 

4. )/Vbei*eu{)on Asa was afrud of the attempts the enemy 
might make upon him, and considering with himself how 
many mischiefs this army that was left in llamah might do 
to the country over which he reigned, he sent ambassadors 
to the king of the Damascens, with gold and silver, desiring 
his assistance, and putting him in mind that we have had a 
friendship together from the times of our forefathers. So he 
gladly received the sum of money, and made a league with 
him, and broke the friendship he had with Baasha, and sent 
the commander of his own forces unto the cities that were 
under Baasha'*s dominion, and ordered them to do them mia* 
chief. So they went and burnt some of them, and spoiled 
others, Ijon, and Dan, and Abelmain,* and many others. 
Now when the king of Israel heard this, he left oft building 
and fortifying Aamah, and returned presently to assist his own 
people under the distresses they were in ; but Asa made use 
of the materials that were prepared for building that city, for 
building in the same place two strong cities, the one of which 
was called Gebah^ and the other Mizpah ; so that after this 
Baasha had no leisure to make expeditions against Asa, for he 
was prevented by death, and was buried in the city Tirzah ; 
and Elah his son took the kingdom, who, when he had 
reigned two years, died, being treacherously slain by Zimri, 
the captain of half his army ; for when he was at Arza, his 
steward'^s house, he persuaded some of the horsemen that 
were under him to assault Elah^ and by that means he slew 

* This Ahclmain^ or, in Joscplius*8 copy, AbeUare^ that belonged to the land 
of Israel, and bordered on the country of Damascus, is supposed both by Hudson 
and 8panheim, to be the same with Abel or Abila^ whence came Ahikac. This 
may be that city so denominated from Abel the ri^tcoun, there biurtcd, concern* 
ing tlie shedding of whose blood within the compaAS of the land of Lsrael, 1 un« 
dentand our Saviour*s words about the fatal war and overthrow of Judea by Tl. 
tus and his Koman army, ^* That upon you may come all the righteous blood 
shed upon tlie land, froiu the blood cf ri^^teous Abel to the blood of Zachariar, 
son of Baradiios, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar. Verily I say 
unto ymi, all these things bhall come upon this genentfion,** Mutt, xiiii, 33« 
3<f ; Luke xi, 51. 
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hiDQ, when he was without his armed men and his captains, 
iEbr they were all busied in the ^cge of Gibbethon, a dty of 
0ie Philistines. 

. 5. When Zimri, the captain of the army, had killed Elab, 
he took the kingdom himself, and, according to Jehu's pro^ 
phecy, slew all the house of Baasha; for it came to pass that 
Jiaasha^s house utterly perished, on account of his impiety, 
iu the same manner as we have already described the destruc- 
Ition of the house of Jeroboam. But the army that itas be- 
siting Gribbethon^ when they heard what bad befallen the 
kii^ and that when Zimri had killed him, he had gmned the 
kingdom, he made Omri, their general, king, who drew off 
his army from Gibbethon, and came to Tirzah, where the 
royal palace was, and assaulted the dty, and took itJbmforce. 
But when Zimri saw that the city had none to defend it, he 
fled into the inmost part of the puace, and set it on fire, and 
burnt himself with it, when he nad reigned only seren days. 
Upon which the people of Israel were presently divided, and 
fan of them would have Tibni to be kmg, and part Omri ; 
but when those that were for Omri^s ruling had beaten Tib- 
ni, Omri reigned over all the multitude. Now it was in the 
thirtieth year of the reign of Asa that Omri reigned for 
twelve years : six of these years he reigned in the city Tir- 
zah, and the rest in the city called Semareon, but named by 
the Greeks Samaria; but he himself called it Semareon^ 
firom Semer, who sold him the mountain whereon he built it 
Now, Omri was no way different from those kings that reigned 
before him, but that he grew worse thap they, for they all 
sought how they mi^t turn the people away from God, by 
their daily wicked practices ; and on that account it was that 
God made one of them to be slain by another, and that no 
one person of their families should remain. This Omri also 
died at Samaria, and Ahab his son succeeded him. 

6. Now by these events we may learn what concern Crod 
)iath for the affturs of mankind, and how he loves good men 
and hates the wicked, and destroys them root and branch ; 
for many of these kings of Israel, they and their famiUes, 
were miserably destroyed, and taken away one by another, in 
a short time, for their transgression and wickedness :> but Asa, 
who was king of Jerusalem, and of the two tribes, attained, 
by God'^s blessing, a long and a blessed old age, for his piety 
and righteousness, and died happily, when he had reigned 
forty and one years ; and when he was dead, his son Jeho- 
shaphat succeeded him in the government. He was born of 
Asa's wife Azubah. And all men allowed that he followed 
the works of David his forefather, and this both in courage 
and piety ; but we are not obljged now to q>eak any more of 
the affairs of this king. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

How AJiabf Tchen lie had taken Jezebel to Wife^ became more 
wicked tluin all the Kings t/uU luid been before him. Of 
the Actions qftJiC Prophet ElyaJi^ a7id wliat bejel Naboth. 

^ 1. Now Ahab, the king of Israel, dwelt in Samaria, and 
held the government for twenty-two years ; and made no al- 
teration in the conduct of the kings that were his predeces- 
sors, but only in such things as were of his own invention 
for the worse, and in his most gross wickedness. He imitated 
tliem in their wicked courses, and in their injurious beha- 
viour towards God, and most especially he imitated the trans- 
gression of Jeroboam ; for he worshipped the heifers that he 
had made ; and he contrived other absurd objects of worship 
besides those heifers; he also took to wife the daughter of 
Ethbaal, king of the Tyrians and Sidonians, whose name was 
Jezebely of whom he learned to worship her own gods. This 
woman was active and bold, and fell into so great a degree 
of impurity and wickedness, that she built a temple to the 
god of the Tyrians, which they call Behis^ and planted a 
grove of all sorts of trees; she also appointed priests and 
jpalse prophets to this god. The king also himself had many 
such about him, and so exceeded in madness and wickedness 
all [the kings] that went before him. 

%. There was now a prophet of God iVlmighty, of Tlies- 
bon, a country in Gilead, that came to Ahab, and said to him, 
that *' God foretold he would not send rain nor dew in those 
years upon the country but when he should appear.'" And 
when he had confirmed this by an oath, he departed into the 
southern parts, and made his abode by a brook, out of which 
he had water to drink ; for as for his fcxxl, ravens brought it 
to him every day ; but when that river was dried up for want 
of rain, he came to Zarephath, a ci^ not far from Sidon and 
Tyre, for it lay between them, and this at the command of 
God, for [God told him] that he should there find a woman 
who was a widow, that should give him sustenance. So when 
he was not far off the city, he saw a woman that laboured 
with her own hands, gathering of sticks ; so God infornicd 
him that this was the woman who was to give him suste- 
nance ; so he came and saluted her, and desired her to bring 
him some water to 'drink; but as she was going so to do, 
he called to her, and would have her bring him a loaf of 
bread also ; whereu}X)n she affirmed upon oaili, that she had 
at home nothing more than one handful of meal, and a little 
oil, and that she was going to gather some sticks, that she 
might knead it, and make bead for herself and her son; after 
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which, she said, they must perish, and be consumed by the 
famine, for they had nothing for themselves any knger. 
Hereupon he said, ^* Go on with good courage, and hope for 
better things ; and first of all make me a little cake, and brinj; 
it to me, for I foretel to thee that this vessel of meal and this 
cruise of oil shall not fail until God send rain.^ When the 
prophet had said this, she came to him, and made lum the 
Deforeriiamed cakes ; of which she had part for herself, and 

give the rest to her son, and to the prophet also ; nor did any 
ing of this fail until the drought ceased. Now^ Menander 
mentions this drought in his account of the acts of Ethbaal, 
king of the Tynans; where he says thus : *^ Under him thece 
was a want of rain from the month Hyperberetaeus till the 
month Hyperberetseus in the year following ; but when he 
made supplications there came great thunders. This Ethbaal 
built the city Botrys in Phenicia, and the city Auza in Li- 
bya."^ By these words he designed this want of rain that 
was in the days of Ahab, for at thai time it was that Ethbaal 
also reigned over the Tynans, as Menander informs us. 

S. Now this woman, of whom we spake before, that sus- 
tained the prophet, when her son was fallen into a distemper 
till he gave up the ghost, and appeared to be dead, came to 
the prophet weeping, and beating her breast with her hands^ 
and sending out such expressions as her passions dictated to 
her, and complained to him, that he had come to her to re- 
proach her for her sins, and that on this account it was that 
ner son was dead. But he bid her be of good cheer, and de- 
liver her son to him, for that he would deliver him Bgun to 
her alive. So when she had delivered her son up to him, he 
carried him into an upper room, where he himself lodged, and 
laid him down upon the bed, and cried unto God, and said, 
that ^^ God had not done well in rewarding the woman who 
had entertained him, and sustained him, by taking away her 
son ; and he prayed that he would send again the ^ul of the 
child into him, and bring him to life again.*" Accordingly, 
Grod took pity on the mother, and was willing to gratify the 

Erophet, that he might not seem to have come to her to do 
er a mischief; and the child, beyond all expectation, came 
to life a^ain. So the mother returned the prophet thanks, 
and s£ua, she was then clearly satisfied that God did^oonverse 
with him. 

4. After a little while* Elijah came t4 king Ahab, accord- 

* Josephus, in his present copies, says, that a little while after the icco vo j of 
the widow^s son of Sarepta, God sent rain upon the earth ; whereas, in oar other 
copies, it is after many dayt^ 1 Kings xviii, 1. Several years are also intimated 
there, and in Josephus, sect. 2, as belonging to this drought and fjunine ; nay, 
we liave the express mention of tlie third ycar^ whidi I suppose was teckmcd 
fimn the reoofoy of the widow's son, and the ceasing of this dnw^t in Ftaiicia, 
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ing to God^s will, to inform him that rain was coming. Now 
the famine had seized upon the whole country, and there was 
a great want of what was necessary for sustenance, insomuch 
that it was not only men that wanted it, but the earth itsdf 
also, which did not produce enough for the horses and the 
other beasts, of what was useful for them to feed on, by rea- 
son of the drought. So the king called fmr Obadkili, who 
was steward over his cattle, and said to him, that *^ he woidd 
have him go to the fountains of water, and to the brooks, that 
if any herbs could be found for them, they might mow it 
down, and reserve it for the beasts.^ And when he had s^nt 
persons all over the habitable earth,* to discover the prophet 
Elijah, and they could not find him, he bid Obadiah accom- 
pany him. So it was resolved they should make a progress^ 
and divide the ways between them ; and Obadiah took one 
road, and the king another. Now it happened, that the same 
time when queen Jezebel slew the prophets, that this Oba- 
diah had hidden an hundred prophets, and had fed them with 
nothing but bread and water. But when Obadiah was alone, 
and absent from the king, the prophet Elijah met him ; and 
Obadiah asked him who he was ; and when he liad learned it 
from him, he worshipped him. Elijah then bid him go to the 
king, and tell him that I am here ready to wait on him. But 
Obadiah replied, ^* What evil have I done to thee, that thou 
sendest me to one who seeketh to kill thee, and hath sought 
over all the earth for thee P Or was he so ignorant as not to 
know that the king had left no place untouched unto which 
he liad not sent persons to bring him back, in order, if they 
could take him, to have him put to death ?^ For he told him 
he was afraid lest God should appear to him again, and he 
should go awa^ into another place, and that when the king 
should send him for Elijah, and he should miss of him, and 
not be able to find him any where upon earth, he should be 
put to death. He desired him, therefore, to take care of his 
preservation ; and told him how diligently he had provided 
for those of his own profession, and had saved an hundred 
prophets, when Jezebel slew the rest of them, and had kept 
them concealed, and that they had been sustained by him. 
But Elijah bid liim fear nothing, but go to the king ; and he 
assured him upon oath, that he would certmnly show himself 
to Ahab that very day. 

(which, as Menander iafoniis ui here, laated one whole year.) And both our 
8aviour and St. James affirm, that tliis drought lasted m all three years and six 
months, as their copies of the Old Testament then informed them, Luke iv, 25 • 
James v, 19. 

* Josephus here seems to mean, that tliis drought affected all Uic habitable 
rarffi^ aod pircscntly ail the earthy as our Saviour says it was upon all the earthy 
I^uke It, tL Thiy who restrain these ezprewioiia to the land ofjHitra alone, 
go without sufficient authority or eumiiles. 
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5. So when Obadiah had iflfohfi^ the king that Elijah was 
there, Ahab met him, and asked him in anger, ^ If he were 
the mart that afflicted the people bf the Hebrews, and was 
the occasdon of the drought they lay mider ?"* But Elijah, 
without any flatty, saio, ^< that he was himself the man, he 
and his house, which brought such sad afflictions upon them, 
find that by introducing strange gods into their country, and 
worshipping them, and by leavmg their own, who was the only 
true Gkid, and httving no manner of regard to him.'" How. 
ever, he bade him go his way, and gather together sdl the 
p^ple to him, to Mount Carmel, with his own prophets, and 
those of his wifeX telling him how many there were of diem, 
as also the prophets of the groves, about four hundred in 
number. And as all the men whom Ahab sent for ran away 
to the forenamed mountain, the prophet Elijah stood in the 
Itiidst of them, and said, ^< How long will you live thus, in 
uncertainty of mind and opinion ?'^ He also exhorted them, 
that in case they esteemed their own country God to lie the 
true and the only God, they would follow him and his com- 
mandments; but in case they esteemed him to Ire nothing, but 
had an opinion of the strange gods, and that they ought to 
worship them,. his counsel was, that they should follow them. 
And when the multitude made no answer to what he said, 
Elijah desired, that for a trial of the power of the strange 
gods, and of their own God, he who was his only prophet, 
while they had four hundred, might take an heifer and kill it 
as a sacrifice, and lay it upon pieces of wood, and not kindle 
any fire, and that tliey should do the same things, and call 
upon their own gods to set the wood on fire ; for if that were 
done, they would thence learn the nature of the true God. 
This proposal pleased the people. So Elijah bid the pro- 
phets to choose out an heifer first, and kill it, and to call on 
their gods. But when there appeared no effect of the prayer 
or invocation of the prophets upon their sdcrifice, Elijah 
derided them, and bade them call upon their gods with a loud 
voice, for they might either be on a journey, or asleep ; and 
when these prophets had done so from morning till noon, and 
cut themselves with swords and lances, ♦ according to the 
customs of their country, and he was about to offer his sacri- 
fice, he bid [the prophets] go away, but bid [the people] 
come near and observe what he did, lest he should privately 
hide fire among the pieces of wood. So, upon the approach 
of the multitude, he took twelve stones, one for each tribe of 
the people of the Hebrews, and built an altar with them, and 
dug a very deep trench ; and when he laid the pieces of wood 

* Mr. Spanhehn takes notice here, that in the worship of Mithra (the god of 
the Persians,) the priests cut thonselTes in the some manner as did these priests 
in their in vocation of Baal (the god of the Fhcnidans.) 
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upon the altar, and upon them had laid the pieces of the 
sacrifices, he ordered them to fill four barrels with the water 
of Uie fountuD, and to pour it upon the altar, till it ran over 
it, and till the trench was filled with the water poured into it. 
When he had done this, he be^an to pray to God, and to in. 
vocate him to make manifest his power to a people that had 
already been in an error a long time ; upon which words a 
fire came on a sudden from heaven, in the sight of the mul- 
titude, and fell upon the altar, and consumed the sacrifice, 
till the very water was set on fire, and the place was become 
dry. 

6. Now when the Israelites saw this, they fell down upon 
the ground, and worshipped one God, and called him the 
great and the only true God, but they called the others mere 
names, framed by the evil and wild opinions of men. So they 
caught their prophets, and, at the command of Elijah, slew 
them. Elijah atao said to the king, that he should go to 
dinner without any farther concern, for that in a little time he 
would see God send them rain. Accordingly, Ahab went his 
way : but Elijah went up to the highest top of Mount Carmel, 
and sat down upon the ground, and leaned his head upon his 
knees, and bade his servant go up to a certain elevated place, 
and look towards the sea, and when he should see a cloud 
rising any where, he sliould give him notice of it, for till that 
time the air had been clear. When the servant had^gone up, 
and had said many times tliat he saw nothing, at the seventh 
time of his going up, he said that he saw a small black thing 
in the sky, not larger than a man^s foot. When Elijah heard 
that, he sent to Ahab, and desired him to go away to the city 
before the rain came down. So he came to the city Jezreel ; 
and in a little time the air was all obscured, and covered with 
clouds, and a vehement storm of wind came upon the earth, 
and with it a great deal of rain ; and the prophet was under a 
divine fury, and ran along with the king^s chariot unto Jez- 
reel, a city of Izar* [Isachar.] 

7- When Jezebel, the wife of Ahab, understood what signs 
Elijah- had wrought, and how he had slain her prophets, she 
was angry, and sent messengers to him, and by them threat- 
ened to kill him, as he had destroyed her prophets. At this 
Elijah was i^Fnghted, and fled to the city called Bco'sheba^ 
which is situate at the utmost limits of the country belonging 
to the tribe of Judah, towards the land of Edom ; and there 
he left his servant, and went away into the desert. He pray- 
ed also that he might die, for that he was not better than his 

* For Izar wc may here read (with Hudson and Cocccius) Isachar^ i. c. of the 
tribe o( Isachar, for to that tribe did Jezred belong : and presently at the bcgin- 
nii^ of sect. 8, aa alio chap, xv, sect. 4s we may read for Isar^ with one AIS. 
nearly, and the Kripture, Jcsreil, ibr thia was the city meant in the history oi 
Nabbth. 
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fathers, nor need he be very desirous to live, when thev were 
dead : and he lay and slept under a certain tree ; ancl when 
somebody awakened him, and he was risen aip, he found 
food set oy him, and water ; so when he had eaten, and reool« 
leeted his strength by that his food, he came to that mountain 
which is called Smai^ where it is related that Moses received 
his laws from Grod ; «nd finding there a certain hoUow cave, 
he entered into it, and continued to make his abode in it. 
But when a certain voice came to him, but from whence he 
knew not, and asked him, ^^ Why he was come thither, and 
had left the city ?^ he said, that ^' because he had slain the 
prophets of the foreign gods, and had persuaded the people 
that he alone wliom they had worshipped from the beginning 
was God, he was sought for by the king'^s wife to be punished 
for so doing.^ And when he had heard another voice, telling 
him that he should come out the next day into the open air, 
and should thereby know what he was to do^ he came out of 
the cave the next day accordingly, when he both heard an 
earthquake, and saw the bright splendour of a fire ; and after 
a silence made, a divine voice exhorted him not to be dis- 
turbed with the circumstances he was in, for that none of his 
enemies should have power over him. The voice also com* 
manded him to return home, and to ordain Jehu, the son of 
Ninishi, to be king over their own multitude, and Hazael of 
Damascifs to be over the Syrians ; and Elisha of the city Abel 
to be a prophet in his stead ; and that of the .impious mul- 
titude, some should be slain by Hazael, and others by Jehu. 
So Elijah, upon hearing this charge, returned into the land of 
the Hebrews. And when he found Elisha, the son of Sha- 
phat, ploughing, and certain others with him, driving twelve 
yoke of oxen, he came to him, and cast his own garment upon 
Dim ; upon which Elisha began to prophesy presently, and 
leaving his oxen, he followed Elijah. And when he desired 
leave to salute his parents, Elijali gave him leave so to do : 
and when he had taken his leave of them, he followed him, 
and became the disciple and the servant of Elijah all the days 
of his life. And thus have I dispatched the affairs inwhich 
this prophet was concerned. 

8. Now there was one Naboth of the city Izar [Jezreel,] 
who had a field adjoining to that of the king^s : the king woula 
have persuaded him to sell him that his field, which lay so 
near to his own lands, at what price he pleased, that he might 
join them together, and make them one farm ; and if he would 
not accept of money for it, he gave him leave to choose any 
of his other fields in its stead. But Naboth said, he would 
not do so, but would keep the possession of that land of his 
own, which he had by inheritance from his father. Upon this 
the king was grieved, as if he had received an injury, when 
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he could not get another man^s possession, and would neither 
wash himself nor take any food: and when Jezebel asked him, 
what it was thajt troubled him, and why he would neither wash 
himself, nor eat either dinner or supper ? he related to her the 
perverseness of Naboth ; and how, when he had made use of 
gentle words to him, and such as were beneath the royal au- 
thority, he had been affronted, and had not obtained what he 
desired. However, she persuaded him not to be cast down 
at this accident, but to leave off* his grief, and to return to the 
usual care of his body ; for that she would take care to have 
Naboth punished; and she immediately sent letters to the 
rulers of the Israelites [Jezreelites] in AhaVs name, and com- 
manded them to fast, and to assemble a congregation, and to 
set Naboth at the head of them, because he was of an illus- 
trious family, and to have three bold men ready to l)ear witness 
that he had blai^diemed God and the king, and then to stone 
him, and slay htm in that manner. Accordingly, when Na- 
both had been thus testified against, as the queen had written 
to them, that he had blasphemed against God and Ahab the 
king, and desired him to take possession of Nabotirs vine- 
yard on free cost. So Ahab was glad at what had been done, 
and rose up immediately from the bed whereon he lay, to go 
to see Naboth'^s vineyard : but God had great indignation at it, 
and sent Elijah the prophet to the field of Naboth, to speak 
to Ahab, and to say to him, that ^^ he had slain the true owner 
of that field unjustly.'*" And as soon as he came to him, and 
the king had said that he might do with him what he pleased, 
(for he thought it a reproach to him to be thus caught in his 
sin,) Elijah said, that *^ in that very place in which the dead 
body of Naboth was eaten up by aogs, both his own blood 
and that of his wife^s should be shed, and that all his family 
should perish, because he had been so insolently wicked, and 
had slain a citizen unjustly, and contrary to the laws of his 
country.'" Hereupon Ahab began to be sorry for the things 
he had done, and to repent of them, and he put on sackcloth, 
and went barefoot,* and would not touch any food : he also 
confessed his sins, and endeavoured thus to appease God. 
But God said to the prophet, that ^^ while Ahab was living 
he would put off the punishnient of his family, because he 
repented of those insolent crimes he had been guilty of, but 
that still he would fulfil his threatening under Ahab's son.*" 
Which message the prophet delivered to the king. 

* ^^ The Jewi weep to this day, (tays Jerom, here dted by Reland,) and rail 
thcnwdTea upon aackdoth in athee, barefoot, upon such occasions.** To whi^ 
Sponhcim adds, *•*• that after the same manner Berenice, when his life was in dan* 
ger, stood at the tribunal of Florus barefoot.** Of the War, B. ii, di. xr, sect. 
1. 8eeAelikeof Darid, f SanuxT, SO; Antiq. B. vii, ch. ix, sect 9. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

H&w Hadad, JChig of Damasais and of Syria^ made Two 
Expeditions against Ahah^ and was beaten. 

S 1* When the affairs of Ahab were thus, at that very time 
tiie son of Ha4ad [Benhadad,] who was king of the Syrians 
and of Damascus, got together an army out of all his coun- 
try, and procured thirty-two kings beyond Euphrates to be 
his auxiliaries : so he made an expedition against Ahab ; but 
because Ahab'^s army was not like that of Benhadad's, he did 
not set it in array to fight him, but having shut up every thing 
that was in tlie country, in the strongest cities he had, he 
dbode in Samaria himself ; for the walls about it were very 
strong, and it appeared to be not costly to be taken in other 
respects also. So the king of Syria took hb army with him, 
ana came to Samaria, and placed his anny round about the 
city, and besieged it. He also sent an herald to Ahab, and 
desired he would admit the ambfassadors he would send him, 
by whom he would let him know his pleasure. So upon the 
king of IsraePs permission for him to send, those ambassadors 
came, and, by their king'^s command, spake thus. — " That 
Ahab's riches, and his children, and his wives, were Beii- 
hadad^s ; and if he would make an agreement, and give him 
leave to take as nuich of what he had as he pleased, he would 
wiilulraw his army, and Icavt* oft* the siege.'*' \j\)o\\ this Ahab 
bid the ambassadors to go back, and tell their king, tliat 
*' Iwnh ho himself, and all that he hath, are his }H)sst»ssions." 
And when these ambassadors hail told this to Beiihadad, he 
sent to him again, and desired, since he confessed that all he 
had was his, that he would admit those servants of his which 
he should send the next day ; and he commanded him to deliver 
to those whom be should send whatsoever upon their search- 
ing his palace, and the houses of his friends and kindred, they 
idiould find to be excellent in its kind, but that wliat did not 
• please them they should leave to him. At this second em- 
bassage of the king of Syria, Ahab was surpriseil, and gathered 
together the multitude to a congregation, and told them, that 
** for himself he was ready, for their safety and peace, to give 
up his own wives and children to the enemy, and to yield to 
him all his own poesessions ; for that was what the Syrian king 
required at his first embassage ; but that now he desires to send 
his servants to search all their houses, and in them to leave 
nothing that is excellent in its kind, seeking an occasion of 
fighting against him, as knowing that I would not spare what 
is mine own for your sakes, but taking a handle from the dis- 
agreeable terms he offers concerning you to bring a war upon 
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US : however, I will do what you shall resolve is fit to be done.^ 
But the multitude ailviscd lum to hearken to ncme of his pro. 
posals, but to despise him, and be in readiness to fight him« 
Accordingly, when he had given the ambassadors this answer 
to be reported, that <^ he still continued in the mind to coiii.#^ 
ply with what terms he at first desired, for the safety of the 
citizens, but as for his second desires he cannot submit to 
them,'*' he dismissed them. 

2. Now when Benhadad heard this, he had indignation, 
and sent ambassadors to Ahab the third time, and threatened, 
that " his army would raise a bank higher than those walls in 
confidence of whose strength he despised him, and that by 
only each man of his army taking an handful of earth ;^ hereby 
making a show of the great number of his army, and aiming 
to afi'right liim. Aliab answered, tliat ^^ he ought not to vaunt 
himself when he had only put on his armour, but when he 
should have conquered his enemies in the battle."" So the 
ambassadors came back, and found the king at supper with hia 
thirty-two kings, and informed him of Ahab^s answer ; who 
then immediately gave order for proceeding thus, — >To make 
lines round the city, and raise a bulwark, and to prosecute 
the siege all manner of ways. Now, as this was doing, Ahab 
was in a great agony, and all his people with him; but he took 
couragi\ and was freed from his fears, uptm a certain prophotV 
coming to him, and saying to liini, that *< (ioil had promiwHl 
to suIhIuo so many ten thousands of his enemies luider him.'' 
And when he inquired by whost^ mtans the victory was to Ix* 
obtained, he said, " By the sons of the princes, but under thv 
conduct, as their leader, by reiison of their unskilfulness [in 
war."^] Upon which he called for the sons • of the princes, 
and found them to be two hundred and thirty*two persons. 
So when he was informed that the king of Syria had l)etakeii 
himself to feasting and repose, he opened thegates, and sent 
out the princess sons. Now when the sentinels told Benhadad 
of it, he sent some to meet diem, and commanded them, that 
^' if these men were come out lor fighting, they should bind 
them, and bring them to him; and that if tlicy came out peace-' 
ably, they shoidd do the same.^ Now Ahab had another array 
ready within the walls, but the sons of the princes fell upon 
the outguard, and slew many of them, and pursued the rest 0f 
them to the camp: and when the king of Israel saw that these 
Iiad the upper hand, he sent out all the rest of his army, which 
falling suddenly upon the Syrians, beat them, for they did not 
think they would have come out: on which account it was that 
they assaulted them when they were naked and drunk,* insQ^^ 

* Air. Kdand notes here very truly, that the word nakril/ilnca not nhrayi tUgm 
nify rntirrlf/ miM, but sometimes without metfs osunl annoiir, without thor 
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much tW^t th^ left all tbeir armour behind them, when thi^ 
fled out of the camp, and the king himself escaped with diffi- 
culty, by flying away on. horseback : but Ahab went a great 
way in pursuit of the S3nrian8; and when he had spoiled jtheir 
eamp, which contained a great deal of wealth, and, moiieover, 
a large quantity of gold and silver, he took Benhadad^s cha- 
riots and horses, and returned to the city: but as the prophet 
told him, he ought to have his army ready, because the Sy- 
rian king would make another expedition against him the 
next year, Ahab was busy in making provision for it accord- 
ingly- . • 

3. Now Benhadad, when he had saved himself, and as 

much of his army as he could, out of the battle, he consulted 
with his friends how he might make another expedition against 
the Israelites. Now those friends advised him not to fight 
with them on the hills, because their Grod was potent in such 

1>laces, and thence it had come to pass that they had very 
ately been beaten ; but they sud, that if they joined battle 
with them in the plain, they should beat them. They also 

Eave himthis farther advice, to send home those kings whom 
e had brought as his auxiliaries, but to retain their army, 
and to set captains over it instead of the kings, and to raise 
an army out of their country, and let them be in the place of 
the former who perished in the battle, together with horses 
and chariots. So he judged their counsel to be good, and 
acted according to it in the management of the army. 

4. At the beginning of the spring, Benhadad took his army 
with him, and led it against the Hebrews ; and when he was 
come to a certain city which was called .Aphck^ he pitched 
his camp in the great plain. Ahab also went to meet him 
with his army, and pitched his camp ovef against him, al- 
though his army was a very small one, if it were compared 
with the enemies : but the prophet came again to him, and 



usual robes or upper garments : as when Virgil bids the husbandman plough 
ked and sow naked ; when Josephus sa}rs^ Antiq. B. iv, ch. iii, sect. 2, that God 
had given the Jews the security of armour when they were naked ; and when he 
here says, that Ahab fell on the Syrians when they were naked and drunk : whcn^ 
Antiq. B. xi, ch. t, sect 8, he says, that Nehemiah commanded those Jews that 
were building the walls of Jerusalem, to take care to have their armour on upon 
occasion, that tlie enemy might not fall upon them naked, I may add, that the 
CMe seems to be the same in scripture, when it sajrs, that Saul lay down naked 
among the prophets, 1 Sam. xix, 24 ; when it says, tliat Isaiah walked naked and 
bare/bot, Isaiah xx, 2, 3, and when it says, that Peter before he girt his fisher^s 
eoat to him, wm naked, John xxi, 7. Mliat is said of David also gives light to 
tlupf^#fio was reproached by Michael for dancing- bejbre tlte ark, and unewering 
himself in the eye* of the Imndmaids, at one of the vain fellow* thamefuUy m»* 
covereih himself f Sam. vi, 14, 20 ; yet it is there expressly said, ver. 14, that 
David vpas girded with a linen ephod, i. e. he had laid aside his robes of slate, 
and put on the sacerdotal, lievitical, or sacred garments, proper for sudi a tokin- 
ni^. 
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told him, that '< God would give him the victory, that he 
might demonstrate his own power to be not only on the 
mountains, but on the plains also ;^ which it seems was con- 
trary to the opinion of the Syrians. So they lay quiet in their 
camp seven days ; but on the last of those days, wnen the ene- 
mies came out of their camp, and put themselves in array, in 
<Hrder to fight, Ahab also brought out his own army ; and 
when the battle was joined, and they fought valiantly, he put 
the enemy to flight, and pursued them, and pressed upon 
them, and slew uem ; nay, they were destroyed by their own 
chariots, and by one another : nor could any more than a few 
(tf them escape to their own city Aphek, who were also killed 
by the walls falling upon them, being in number twenty-seven 
thousand** Now there were slain m this battle an hundred 
thouBand more : but Benhadad, king of the Syrians, fled away, 
with certain others of his most faithful servants, and hid him- 
self in a cellar imder ground : and when these told him, that 
the kings of Israel were humane and merciful men, and that 
they might make use of the usual manner of supplication, and 
obtain deliveranoe from Ahab, in case he would give them 
leave to go to him, he gave them leave accordingly. So they 
came to Ahab, clothed in sackcloth, with ropes about their 
heads,-!* (for this was the ancient manner of supplication 
among the Syrians,) and said, that ^^ Benhadad aesired he 
would save him, and that he would ever be a servant to him 
for that favour.'" Ahab replied, ^< he was glad that he was 
alive, and not hurt in the battle.'" And he Uirther promised 
him the same honour and kindness that a man would show 
to his brother. So they received assurances upon oath from 
him, that when he came to him he should receive no harm 
from him, and then went and brought him out of the cellar 
wherein he was hid, and brought him to Ahab as he sat in his 
diariot. So Benhadad worshipped him ; and Ahab gave him 
his hand, and made him come up to him into his chariot, and 
kissed him, and bid him be of good cheer, and not to exoect 
that any mischief should be done to him. So Benhadad re- 

* Josephns^s number, two myriMls and seven thousand, agreei here with that 
in our other croies, as those that were shdn by the falling down of the walls of 
Aphek ; bttt 1 suspected at first that this number in Josephus*s present copies 
could not be his orighud number, because he calls them oliooi, a fev^ which 
could hardly be said of so numy as twenty-seven thousand, and berause of the 
improbability of the fall of a particular walFs killing so many ; yet when I con- 
sider Josephus*s next words, how the rest which were slain in the battle were ten 
other myriadsy that twcnty-seven thousand are but a few in collll)ari^on of one 
hundred thousand ; and that it was not a waUj as in our English vsrsion, but 
the wfl//, or the entire vails of the city, that fell down, as in all the original. 

•f" This manner of supplication for men*s lives aiAong the Syrians, with ropes 
or halters about their hc^ or necks, is, I suppose, no strange thing in later ages, 
even in our own country. 

VOL. 1. G G 
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turned him thankfl, and professed that he would remember 
his kindness to him all the days of his life ; and promised he 
would restore those cities of the Isradites which the fonner 
kings had taken from them, and cront that he should ha^e 
leave to come to Damascus, as his mrefathers had to come to 
Samaria. So they confirmed their covenants by oaths, and 
Ahab made him many presents, and sent him back to his 
own kingdom. And this was the conclusion of the war that 
Benhadad made against Ahab and the Israelites. 

5. But a certain prophet, whose name was Micmak^^ came 
to one of the Isranites, and bid him smite him on the head, 
for by so doing he would please God ; but when he would not 
do so, he foretold to him, that since he disobeyed the com- 
mands of Crod, he should meet with a lion, and oe deatroyed 
by him. When that sad accident had befallen the man, the 
prophet came again to another, and gave him the same in- 

{unction; so he smote him, and wounded his skull: upon which 
le bound up his head, and came to the king, and told fairo, 
that he had been a soldier of his, and had the custody of one 
of the prisoners committed to him by an«ofBoer ; and that the 
prisoner being run away, he was in danger of losii^ his own 
Hfe by the means of that oflScer, who had threatened him, that, 
if the prisoner escaped, he would kill him. And ^rhen Abab 
had said, that he would justly die, he took off the binding 
about his head, and was known by the king to be Micaiah the 
prophet, who made use of this arufioe as a prelude to hia £d1* 
lowing words : for he said, that *< Grod would punish him who 
had suffered Benhadad, a Uasphemer against him, to eacuie 
punishment ; and that he would so bring it about, that ne 
should die l^ the other^s means, and his people by the otbcrls 
army.*}" Upon which Ahab was very angry at the prophet, 
and gave command that he should be put in prison, and there 
kept : but for himself he was in confusion at the words of 
Micaiah, and returned to his own house. 

* It if hoe TMnarkabk, that, in Josephus^s oopy, this prophet, whumt tercre 
dcmmdadoo of a disobedient penon*s skughter by a lion hid mtijcaant to past, 
WM no other than Micaiah, the son of InibUi, who, as he now denouaeed Ood*s 
judgmcot on disobedient Ahab, seems directly to hare been that rtrj ptophct 
whom the same Ahab in 1 Kings xxii, 8, 18, compUuns d^ as one whom he 
hated, because he did not prophesy good concerning him^ hut evU^ and who, ia 
that chapter, openly repeats his denunciations against him ; all which came is 
pass accordingly s nor is there any reason to doubt but this and the finicr wcr 
the very same prophet. 

•¥ What is moat remarkable in this historr, and in many histories on other oc- 
casions in the Old Testament, is this, that during the Jewish theocncj God act- 
ed entirely as the supreme king of Israel, and the supreme general of their aimieB, 
andalwajrs expected that the Israelites should be in such absolute subjection to him, 
their supreme and heavenly king, and general of their armies, aa subjects and 
soldiers are to their earthlv kings and generals, and that usuaDy without 
the particular reasons of their injunctions. 
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CHAP. XV. 

Concerning JehoshapfuUy the King' of Jerusalem ; and how 
Ahab made an Expeditum against the Syrians^ and was as^ 
sisted therein by Jehoshapliat^ btU was himself overcome in 
battle, and perished therein, 

6 1* And these were the circumstances in which Ahab was. 
Dut I now return to Jehoshaphat, the jcing of Jerusalem, who^ 
when he had augmented his kingdom, and had set garrisons 
in the cities of the country belonging to his subjects, and had 
put such garrisons no less into those cities which were taken 
out of the tribe of Ephraim by his grandfather Abhah, when 
Jeroboam reigned over the ten tribes, [than he did into the 
other :] but then he had God favourable and assisting to him, 
as being both righteous and religious, and seeking to do some- 
what every day that should be agreeable and acceptable to 
God. The kings also that were round about him honoured 
him with the presents they made him, till the riches that he 
had acquired were immensely great, and tlie glory he had 
gained was of a most exalted nature. 

2. Now, in the third year of his reign, he called together 
the rulers of the country, and the priests, and commanded 
them to go round the land, and teach all the people that were 
under him, city by dty, the laws of Moses, and to keep them, 
and to be diligent in the worship of God. With this the 
whole multitude was so pleased, that they were not so eagerly 
set upon, or atfected with, any thing so much as the observa- 
tion of the laws. The neighbouring nations also continued 
to love Jehoshaphat, and to be at peace with him. The 
Philistines paid their appointed tribute, and the Arabians 
supplied him every year with three hundred and sixty lambs, 
and as many kids of the goats. He also fortifioil the great 
cities, which were many in number, and of great consequence. 
He prepared also a mighty army of soldiers and weapons 
against their enemies. Now the army of men that wore their 
armour was three hundred thousand of the tribe of Judah, of 
whom Adnah was the chief; but John was chief of two hun- 
dred thousand. The same man was chief of the itibe of 
Benjamin, and had two hundred thousand archers under him. 
There was another chief, whose name was Jthozabad^ who 
had an hundred and fourscore thousand armed men. This 
multitude was distributed to be ready for the king^s service, 
besides those whom he sent to the b^t fortified diies. 

3. Jehoshaphat took for his son Jehoram to wife the 
daughter of Ahab, the king of the ten tribes, whose name was 
Athalidh. And when, after some time, he went to Samaria, 
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Ahab received him courteously, and treated the army that 
followed him in a splendid manner, with great plenty of 
corn, and wine, and of slain beasts; and desired that he 
would join with him in his war against the king of Syria, that 
he might recover from him the city Ramoth in Gilead ; for 
though it had belonged to his father, yet had the king of 
Syrians father taken it away from him : and upon Jehosha- 
phafs promise to afford him assistance, (for, indeed, his army 
was not inferior to the ptherX) and his sending for his army 
from Jerusalem to Samaria, the two kings went out of tne 
city, and each of them sat oh his own throne, and each gave 
their orders to their several armies. Now Jehoshaphat bid 
them call some of the prophets, if there were any there, and 
inquire of them concerning this expedition against the king 
of Syria, whether they would give them counsel to make that 
expedition at this time ; for there was peace at that time be- 
tween Ahab and the king of Syria, which had lasted three 
years, from the time he had taken him captive till that day. 

4. So Ahab called his own prophets, being in number 
about four hundred, and bid them mquire of Grod whether 
he would grant him the victory, if he made an expedition 
against Benhadad, and enable him to overthrow that city, for 
whose sake it was that he was going to war. Now these pnv 
phets gave their counsel for making this expedition ; and said, 
that *' he would beat the king of Syria, and, as formerly, 
would reduce him upder his power."" But Jehoshaphat, un- 
derstanding by their words that they were false prophets, 
asked Ahab whether there were not some other prophet, and 
he belonging to the true God, that we may have surer infor- 
mation concerning futurities? Hereupon Ahab said, " there 
was, indeed, such a one, but that he hated him, as having pro- 
phesied evil to him, and having foretold that he sliould be 
overcome and slain by the king of Syria,. and that for this 
cause he had him now in prison, and that his name was Mi- 
caiah^ the son of Imlah.*" But, upon Jehoshaphat^s desire 
that he might be produced, Ahab sent an eunuch, who 
brought Micaiah to him. Now the eunuch had informed 
him, by the way, that all the other prophets had foretold that 
the king should gain the victory ; but he said, that *< it was 
not lawful for him to lie against God, but that he must speak 
what he should say to ' him about the king, whatsoever it 
were."" When he came to Ahab, and he had adjured him 
upon oath to speak the truth to him, he said, that " God had 
showed to him the Israelites running away, and pursued by 
the Syrians, and dispersed upon the mountains by them, as 
are flocks of sheep dispersed when their shepherd is slain." 
He said farther, that " God signified to him, that those Is- 
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raelites should return in peace to their own home, and that 
he only should fall in the battle.^ When Micaiah had thus 
spoken, Ahab said to Jehoshaphat, " I told thee a little while 
ago the disposition of the man with regard to me, and that 
be uses to prophecy evil to ipe.^ Upon which Micaiah re- 
plied, *< that he ought to hear all, whatsoever it be, that God 
foretels ; and that, in particular, the^ were false prophets that 
encouraged him to make this war, m hope of victory, where« 
as he must fiffht and be killed.^ Whereupon the kmg was in 
suspense with himself. But Zedekiah, one of those false 

Kropbets, came near, and exhorted him not to hearken to 
[icaiah, for he did not at all speak truth ; as a demonstra- 
tion of which, he instanced in what Elijah* had said, who 
was a better prophet in foretelling futurities than Micaiah, 
for he foretold that <^ the dogs should lick his blood in the 
city Jesreel, in the field of Naboth,' as the^ licked the blood 
of Naboth, who by his means was there stoned to death by 
the multitude ; that therefore it wad plain that this Micaian 
was a liar, as contradicting a greater prophet than himself, 
find sajring, that he should be slain at three days^ journey dis- 
tance. And [said he] you shall soon know whether he be a 
true prophet, and hatH the power of the Divine Spirit ; for 
I will smite him, and let him then hurt my hand, as Jadon 
caused the hand of' Jeroboam the king to wither when he 
would have caught him ; for I suppose thou hast certainly 
heard of that accident.^ So when, upon his smiting Micaiah, 
no harm happened to him, Ahab took courage, and readily 
led his army against the king of Syria ; for, as I suppose, 
fate was too hard for him, and made him believe that the 
false prophets spake truer than the true one, that it might 
take an occasion of bringing him to his end. However, Ze- 
dekiah made horns of iron, and. said to Ahab, that << God 
made those horns signals, that by them he should overthrow 
all Syria."" But Micaiah replied, *< that Zedekiah, in a few 
days, should go from one secret chamber to another, to hide 
himself, that he might escape the punishment of his lying.^ 
Then did the king give orciers that they should take Micaiah 
away, and guard him to Amon, the governor of the city, and 
to give him nothing but bread and water. 

5. Then did Aliab, and Jehoshaphat the king of Jerusa- 

* These reMonings of Zedekiah, the false prophet, in order to persuade Ahab 
not to believe Micaiah, the true prophet, are plauable i but being omitted in our 
other copies, we cannot now tell whence Josephus had them, whether from his own 
temple copy, from some other Original author, or from certain ancient notes. 
That some such plausible objection was now raised against Micaiah is very likely, 
otherwise Jehoshaphat, who used to disbelieve all such false prophets, could never 
have been induced to accompany Ahab in these desperate circumstances. 
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lem, take their forces, and marched to Ramoth, a city of Gi- 
lead ; and when the king of Syria heard of this expedition, he 
brought opt his array to oppose them, and pitched his camp 
not far from Ramoth. Now Ahab and Jehoshaphat had 
^agreed, that Ahab* should lay aside his royal robes, but that 
the king of Jerusalem should put on his [Ahab^s] proper ha- 
bit, ana stand before the army, in order to disprove, by this 
artifice, what M icaiah had foretold : but Ahab^s fate found 
him out without his robes ; for Benhadad, the king of Assy* 
ria, had charged his army, by the means of their commanders, 
to kill nobody else but only the king of Israel. So when the 
Syrians, upon their joining battle with the Israelites, saw 
Jehoshaphat stand before the army, and conjectured that he 
was Ahab, they fell violently upon him, and encompassed 
him round ; but when they were near, and knew that it was 
not he, they all returned back ; and while the fight lasted 
from the morning light till late in the evening, and the Syrians 
were conouerors, they killed nobody, as their king haa com- 
manded ttiem. And when they sought to kill Ahab alone, 
but could not find him, there was a young nobleman be« 
longing to king Benhadad, whose name was Naaman ; he 
drew his bow against the enemy^ and wounded the king, 
through his breast-plate, in his lungs. Upon this Ahab re- 
solved not to make his mischance known to his army, lest 
they should run away ; but he bid the driver of his chariot to 
turn it back, and carry him out of the battle, because he was 
sorely and mortally wounded. However, he sat in bis cha- 
riot, and endured the pain till sunset, and then he fainted 
away and died. 

6. And now the Syrian army, upon the coming on of the 
night, retired to their camp ; and when the herald belonging 
to the camp gave notice tliat Ahab was dead, they returned 
home : and they took the dead body of Ahab to Samaria, 
and buried it there ; but when they had washed his chariot 
in the fouutain of Jezreel, which was bloody with the dead 
body of the king, they acknowledged that the prophecy of 
Elijah was true, for the dogs licked his blood, and the nar- 
lots continued afterwards to wash themselves in that foun- 
tain ; but still he died at Bamoth, as Micaiah had foretold. 

* This reading of JosephusV, that Jehotihaphat put on, not his own, but 
Ahab*s robes, in order to appear to be Ahab, while Ahab was without any 
robes at all, and hoped therefy to escape his own eril fate, and disprove Mi- 
caiah*s prophecy against him, is exceeding probable. It gives great light also to 
this whole history, and shows, that although Ahab hoped Jehoshaphat would be 
mistaken for him^ and run the only risk of being slain in the battle, yet was he 
entirely dii^appointcd, while still the escape of tlie good man Jchdiihaphat, and 
the slaughter of the bad man Ahab, demoni>trated the great distinction that Di- 
vine I*rovidcncc made betwiit them. 
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And as what things were foretold* should happen to Aliab 
by the two prophets, came to pass, we ought thence to have 
. high notions or Grod, and everywhere to honour and worship 
him, and never to suppose that what is pleasant and agree- 
able is worthy of behef before what is true, and to esteem 
nothing more advantageous thin the gift of prophecy? and 
that foreknowledge of future events which is derived mm it, 
since God shows men thereby what we ought to avoid. We 
may also guess, from what happened to this kfnff, and have 
reason to consider the power of fate, that there is no way of 
avoiding it, even when we know it. It creeps upon human 
souls, and flatters them with pleasing hopes, till it leads them 
about to the place whence it will be too hard for them. Ac- 
', Ahab appears to have been deceived thereby, till 
lieved those that foretold his defeat, but by giving 
credit to such as foretold what was grateful to him, was slain: 
and his son Ahaziah succeeded him. 



* We have here a very wise reflectioii of JoBephui about Divine Providence,* 
and what is derived from it, prophecy^ and the inevitable certainty of its accom- 
plishment ; and that, when widced men think they take proper methods to elude 
what is denounced against them, and to escape the divine judgments thereby 
threatened them, without repentance, they are ever by Providence infatuated to 
bring about their own destmctioD, and thereby withal to demonstrate the perfect 
veradty of that Qod whose predictions they in vun endeavoured to dude. 
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